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| 'p Lhe water of life flowing forth, for the : 


oY of ane; linners, 
Wherein is ſet out, = 


= 
4 ſinners to come unto the Waters. oi 
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His complaining expoſtulation with the ingratitude and - 
> folly of thoſe who neglect ſo great ſalvation, 4d 
2 His Renewed Solicitation, with all earneſtneſle, and the moſt = 


Perſwaſive Arguments to allure thirſty ſinners 
co come to Chriſt, 


[n ſeveral 
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SERMONS, * 
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= — y_—  _— 


— WW 

| I By Obadiah Sedgwick, B. D. and Jace Miniſter #5 

% of the Goſpel there. bs: 
John 7. 37. 


D. 
In the laſt day, that great day of the feaſt, feſus floed , and* 2Þ: 
eryed, ſaying, "If any man thirſt, let him come tnto me,an«i {and drink, je 
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BELOVED FRIENDS, 
The Inhabitants of - 


Covent-gard2n. 


_ Beloved Friends, 


<d x# Now preſent to your view what I 
- once delivered in your hearing. It is 
; afſingularadvantage, that the eye 
- - may ſecond the eare, 1n ſuch things 
as way help the ſoul. I have defired to do good 
both wayes, not {o much fearing cenſure,as ſtu- 
dying to edifice. This may Preach unto you 
when I cannot, yea, when I ſhall be no more, 
When theſe Notes were peruſed and read unto 
ime, I could willingly have given unto them, 
Mintoninns his title, Notes for my ſelf, but 'when 


| Tconſidered that here was a Fountain opened, 1 


durſt not but leave it for common uſe, How 
farre 
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The Epiſt Dedicatory. 


farre; any of you have been wrought upon by 
theſe entreaties of the Goſpel, which have woo« 
cd you, I leave it to your ſelves to examine ; I 
have only this to fay, it was my hearty deſire 
of your etcrnal happineſlc that firſt put me up- 
on this Argument in Preaching , and the like 
defire hath engaged me to preſent the ſame ax 
gain unto your ſecond thoughts : And why 
ſhould not the lite of your ſouls be much more 
precious in your fight then in mine ?' 7f-this ſe- 
cond tender of ſuch gracious ofters ſhall finde 
acceptance with you toa cloſing with them, it 
will .adde a new life unto your dying friend. 
God hath been pleaſed. in mercy to lengthen 
our the day of grace unto you, by the ſucceſli- 
on of an able and faithful Paſtor, who renew- 
eth theſe Golpcl offers to you, [ beſeech you do 
not give him occafion to complaine thar ſuch 
precious commodities do {tand upon his hands, 

that he can haye no vent,tor Grace, nor Goſpel, 
nor Chriſt, nor any thing that is Evangelically 
faying : This will provoke God, either to take 
away his Can/lleſtick,or to take away the powJg 
er of his Ordinances, and withdraw his Spirit 7 
from ſtriving any more with you. 1c muſt needs 


be 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


be very fad with any of you, to ftandall the day 
zdle in theMarket-place,S&T am furc when you ſhal 
becalled to an account tor it, you cannot ay, 
it is becaule zoman hath hired 15. T hink ſeciouCe 
ly of it, how grievous it will be to any of you, 
to come a day after the Faire,a day after Grace; 
I beſeech you therefore in the bowels of Jelus 
Chriſthearken to the laſt Exhortation,and the 
laſt ofter in the Bible, Whoſoever will, let hiv: 
take the water of life freely ; which that you 
may do, ſhall be the earneſt Prayer of 


a 


Your affectionate friend 


and ſervant, 


Obadiah Sedgwick. 
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The Contents of the Chapters. 


Chap. 1, F F Hat Feſus Chriſt is very earneſt and im- 
| portunate with thirſty ſinners to come un- 
to him, Pag. 3: 
Chap. 2. There are waters for thirſty ſinners, and every one © 
who is thirſly may and ought to come to Chriſt, p.33. 
Chap. 3. The pooreſt ſinner may come to Chriſt, p.$80, 
Chap. 4. The pooreſt ſinner ſhall fare exceeding well if he 
will come to Chriſt and buy of him. P.20I, 
Chap. 5+ All the good which ſinners do need,is to be bought - 
w/ Chriſt upon gracious termes, at the cheapeſt rate, at the © 
loweſt price. p.251, 
Chap. 6.. All the good which Chriſt doth offer , and all the 
gracious termes upon which Chriſt doth offer, are 
get ſometimes ſlighted , and refnſed by ſome ſinuers. p. 
| 278 
Chap. 7. Sinners are earneſtly laboaring and trading for 
waine and nnprofitable things, when and though the great 
things of Chrift are gracionſly offered to them , but this is 
© anexceeding folly in them... P 333- 
v Chap. 8. CAM the coſts which men lay out, and all the pains 
f. which they do take, even for ſalvation , from any thing 
without Chri#, or in any other way then Chriſts way , they 
are utterly fruitleſs, vain,and loſt, P.36L 
Chap. 9.That Feſus Chriſt is pleaſed ſom:times to renue his 
gracions. , 


The Contcats. 
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gracious offers towards them who have refuſed his graci- 
ous offers, p.380 
Chap. 1 0. Feſus Chriſt doth not only make gracious offers 
unto ſinners, nor doth he only renue gracious offers to 
them, but alſohe is very earneſt and importunate with 
ſenners ſeriouſly to hearken to him in his gracious offers, 

| -397 
Chap. 11. That good indeed will come to ales bew- 
kening and coming unto Chrift, p.426 
Chap. 12. That there is a very field of Bleſſings, and a very 
Paradiſe of Delights for that ſoul that comes in to Chriſt, 
448 

Chap. 13. That ſoule ſhal; live that comes to chrik. v8 


489. 
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CHAP... Diſcoveries of Spiritual thirſt. 4d 9 
SECT, 11, 


Ou ſee here, that the importunate commands, and the 
IL. loud proclamation is to the thirſty ( Ho, every one that # 
thirſt, let him. come) \O whata mercic is thisto have the voice 
of mercie ; Nay, to have the cali of mercie, the invitation,the 
earſieſt invitation of merce! What confidence may a poor 
ſoul gather from this, that Jeſus Chriſt calls ic by name? and is 
ſo importunate with it to come unto him, and provides waters 
of lite for it ? What kindneſſe and tenderneſle is there in 
Chrift that be tekes notice of our wants, and of our very de- 
fires, and is ſo gracioully ready to encourage and help the thir« 
lty ſinner. 

In the firſt place therefore, let us examine our ſclyes whe» 
ther we be ſpiritually thirſty ſinners, yea or no. You ſee here is a 
Proclamation ſer out for you, and here is an invitation of you 
ro.come unto the waters, 

There are three ſorts of ſinners ; 


2, Some who think they are ſpiritually thirfty, but they are 
not cruly 1{0, 

3. Some who are really thirſty, but think they are not (0, 

There are ſome Who are not ſpiritually thirſty at all : And 


there are four ſorts of theſe. Some not ſpiri= 
1. Full ſouls, perſons filled with ſelf-ſufficiency 3 They are #94 #irſiy at | 


b] 
Full ſouls, 


like Leodicea, that was rich and 5ncreaſed, nnd had need of no- 
thing, They have a righteouſneſle of their own, as the Jewes, 
and ſee no need of 2 Chriſt, of mercie, of renewing grace, they 
can make their own peace, and never want Chriſt nor Faith.''A 
full ſoul ſees all in ir ſelf, a thirſty ſoul ſees all in Chriſt. O 
theſe men, who can in this ſenſe alſo, drink water out of their 
own Ciſterns, who have no need nor warof a Chriſt, who ne. 
ver were diſtreſſed, never were pained with the ſenſe of their 
__ nakedneſle and wretchednelſle, they never were thirſty 
inners. | 


2, Careleſſe and regligent ſinners, who come not to the 


Wells of ſalvation, who regard not the waters of life,who make —_ 


nothing 


| Three forts of 
1. Some who are not thirſty at all. ſinners, 


Uſe x," 


2. | | 
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Diſcoveries of | 


nothing of Goſpel ſeaſons and Goſpel Ordinances , 
v:hich are the very condaits of heaven, which carry all the wa- 
rers of life, and yer they paſſe them by, minde them nor, prize 
them nor, theſe are noc chirſty, 1f a man were indeed athirft, 
every drop of water would be precious unto him, and if hz 
came unto the ſprings, he would driok and bleſſe his God : to 
if men were-indecd ſpiricually athirſt, the waters of life would 
be not ſlighted , diſregarded. 
= 3» Men of eager deſires after the world, who are thirltie for 
,_a ATE worldly things, (who will ſhew 5 any good?Plal, 4.6,) whole hearts 
world, | © are ſet on things below, their great deſires are to be rich and 
greatintheworld, Why > As tr is impoſlible to love God,and 
© love the world { !f any man love the World, the love of the 
Father # notintim, 1John 2.15.) Soit is impoſlible co thirſt 
for Chriſt, and to thirſt for the world, That young man, who 
thirſted ſo much after the world, he did nor, neicher would he 
thirſt afrer Chriit,*All the ſoul is tzken up with that after which 
thz ſoul doth thirſt; Ard therefore if your hearts are thirſting, 
if inſatizbly let out and longins for earthly things, there is no 
thirfting ater Chriſt, X 1. Some? complain of too much water: 
x 2, Strive toſtop the Springs and Wells, refuſe to drink of the 
waters of life frecly offered, becauſe their deſires are carried af- 
ecr woridly things, 
4, 4. (ontemners and veſuſers of the waters of life : Chriſt is 
Contemners of offered, and mercy is offcred,and pardon and life is offered, and 
the waters of they refuſe it, 
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T life, | 2. There are ſome who think that they are fpiritually athirſt, # 
| FERN yo A but really they are not: they are ina dream that they are hun- - 
are athivſt, but ory, and when they are awakened, their ſoul 15 empty : And in l 

are 36t, a dream that they are thirſty, but when they are awakened, y 

their ſoul hath no appetite; as thoſe, /ſa. 29, 8, ; 

There are four ſorts of men who deceive themſelves about this ; 

ſpiritual thirſt. x 

7; 1,Such as have only a nataral,or occaſional deſires of good things, F- 

Such who hxve At a ſermon, in conference, in a ſickneſſe, ina danger, in feares Y 


oncly a ns:ural Of Joſſe, and of death : Then they ſee their ſinnes, and deſire 
Jr occaſion4! de- a Chriſt, to ſave thm, to mike their peace, to ger God recon- 


ik mig a ciled, But the'e deſires are off again, they laſt not,they are not 
: ; = Þ | like 
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Chap.1. fporztnal thirſt. | 1't 
{ke a ratural thirſt which ſtill holds on, and increaſeih, change» 
able defices are falſe, Not Chriſt, but themſelves deſfircd. 

2, Such Whoſe deſires are very loW and Weak; Nothing ia ©, > tos 11/2 
compariſon to earthly chings ; faint and indifferent; and can Wei wand "Tf 
live well enough without Chriſt, or grace, &c, Pray, as if they weak, 
prayed not, ſeck, as if chey ſought not, not prefling and inſiſt. 
ins with God ; not wreſtling and ſtriving with bim. Are thir- 
ky men indifferent for water. 

2. Such Who are frequent in complaints, but nathing in en- g. 
deavour : complain of hard hearts,and unbeleeviog hearts,and Such a5 are fre 
dull hearts, and mindleſie hearts, to a Miniſter, to a friend, &c. quent in com- 

But never put out themſelves, lie not at the Poole, never ftirre _ nothing 
their hearts, never improve opportunities of grace for Chriſt, rms 
for help and ſtrength : do thirſty men do this, Prov./13. 14 ? 

T be (oul af the ſluggard aehreth, and bath nithing, Prov. 21 

25. The ſire of the ſlothfal kalleth him, for his hauds refuſe 

ro labour : thou thinkeſt thou ſhalt be ſaved beciute thou de- 

fireſt Chriſt, &c. but this will deceive thee, becaule thou labour- 

eſt not, 

4. Such who can be ſatufied Without ſpiritual waters : you 
have ſome men that ſometimes ſeeme to be carneſt for heaven, #4- 
and the things of heaven, for Chriſt and the things of Chriſt; = whos 
taey cry, out, and they enquire, and conſult what hall we do to es widens 
be ſaved? They are importunate in prayer for Chrilt, and for © 
mercy,&c. And on aſudden alltheſe troubles enquiries, and 
pains are ſilenced, and compoſed and gone ! Bur how come 
they to be fo? Have they got poſſeſlion of Clirift >- No ; Pol- 
ſeſſion of mercy 2 No : Poſſeſſion of Gods favour > No : Poſ- 
ſeſſion of renewing grace? No: What is the cauſe then of 
this quietnefle? ſurely their eroubling conſciences are now 
Srown quiet coniciences. *The guilt of their ſins ceaſeth ro 
wound and vex them for awhile,and therfore their diſtreſſcs are 
atan'end, No more need or uſe of Chriſt, As the ſea, though 
it be the ſea ſti], jt doth not rage ſtil, becanſe the wind and ſtorm 
do not blow ſtill : and by this it appears that they are not in- 
decd ſpiritually athirſt : for, as, ifa man be really athirſt, no- 
thing ſtills and quiets that appetite, but waters ſoif a man 
were ingeed ſpiritually athirſt, nothing woutd fill, ſatisfie, con- 
G2 ; Teng 
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12 Diſcoveries of ; Chap. 


tent and quiet his ſoul but the waters of life, nothing but Chrift, 
nothing but Gods favour, | Y 
» 3. There are ſome who are veally athirft; there is in them 
wr are TAVJ , ſpiritual thirſt indeed. Now there are ſixe ſignes. or eviden- 
Gen of ſir. cences of a really ſpiritual thirſt. 
rual thir(t, 1, If one be indeed ſpiritually athirfſt, The Water of life 
F; £4. very. precious to him.: that man hath bigh thovghts indeed of 
The Waters of Chriſt, he under-values all other things, and ſuperlatively va- 
tfe will be pre= jeg Chriſt, prizes Chriſt above all, and will part with all for 
_ Chriſt, Cant. 5. 10. ſy beloved 4 the chiefeſt among ten thon- 
[and, verſe 16. He 1 altogether lovely and defiroms. Phil, 3. 8, 
TI count all things but loſſe ſer the excellenty of the knoWledge 
of Feſws (Chriſt my Lord; 1 do count them but dang that 7 
may win ( brife. 
Verſe 9. And be fornd in him, See the like in Davida, P/al. 
73.25. Whom have 4 in heaven but thee, and there 1 rione wup- 
#1 the earth that T deſire beſides thie. 
Plal. 4. 6 There be many that ſay who Will ſhew ws any good? 
Lord life thou up the light of thy countenance upon w. 
Pſal.63.1. O Lord thou art my God, early will I [eek thee, 
#2} ſoul thirſteth for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee, 
Verle 3. Beeanſe thy loving kindreſſe #5 better they life. 
Why,when a man ts thirſty indeed,nothing is oi that efteem 
with him as water : His gold, ard filver, and Jand*, and houſe 
ſhall go for water, to quench his thirft ; ſo he that is ſpiritually 
athicſt, he hath-chart high eſteeme of Chriſt, and Divine fa. 
vour, all are nothing to them, and all ſhall be forſaken which 
are inconſiſtent with them : He will come up tothe price, ashe 
in the Goſpel, /oa/4 all, and bought the pearl. | 
2, 2. If a man be indeed ſpiritually athirſt, zhe warer of life 
The water of 5; pleaſant to him,above all other, and refreſhing of him, The 
mn ray " Goſp?l is a ſweet ſavour, and Chriſt is ſweet, and pleaſant, 
__ You read of Sampſon, that when he was ready to die for 
thirſt, God clave an hollow place in the jaw of that bone Which 
he hai, and there came water thereout ; and when he had 
drank, hu ſpirit came again, wherefore he called the name 
thereof Erbaggore ! that is) the Fountain or Well of him that 
called or cried, Judg. 15.18,.19, So when a perſon is indeed 
ſpiritu= 


Chap. I. $S piritual thirſt. 


ſpiritually athirſt, and God lets outthe water of life, gives him 

to drink of the water of that Rock Which # Chrift; when God 

anſwers his deſires (There is the Chriſt, T here is the mercy, 

there is the peace which you haveſo thirſted after}O how ſweet 

is Chriſt to this thirſty ſou] !Howſweet is that mercy, and that 

peacegto his taſte ſweeter thea the honey and the honey-comb. 

This time be will never forget, P/al. 13. 5. 1 have truſted in 

thy mercy, my heart ſhall rejoyce in thy ſalvation. Verie 6, 

1 will fing wnto the. Lord, becauſe hs hath dealt bowntiful'y 

wich me, Pial. 63. 5. 1 ſonl ſhall be ſatisfied as with marroW, 

So the Church, which after all her longing, 3nd enquiring, at 

length be feund Him whom her ſoul loved? Why? faith ſhe, 

1 keld bim faſt, and would not let him go,Cant. 3,4. O firs! 

others make nothing of Divine favour, of Chriſt, of the Go» 

ſpe}, of the Ocdinances of Chriſt,they have no relith nor fa- 

vour to them or with them, but all theſe have a pieaſant taſte 

ive out a mbſt iweer content to a thirſting ſoul: Chriſt Jeſus 

and mercy 1s prec10us, the rezoycing of their hearts. As the 

Sreat Prince. who drank but ordinary common puddle water, 

when he was greatly athirſt, profeſſed that be never drank was» 

ter nor wine more pleaſing unto him before : ſo Chriſt, and 

the Ordinances of Chriſt, and anſwers of Grace, and peace 

from Chriſt, they are the rejoycing 07 the ſoul, the life-of the 

ſou), the onely pleaſing pleaſures and refreſhings of the foul of 

every one, who 1i5;indecd ſpiritually athirſt, 

3. If a man beindeed ſpiritually athirſt, he # bambly thask- 3; 

' Tall for the very drops of the water of life. As if one were indeed ,,q, bambly 

naturally athirff, and you give him bur one cup of cold water? rhankfubfor the. 

why, he thanks you, and bleſlcs you; And I ſhall remember this drops of 3k7s 

kindneſſe of yours (faith he) as long as I live, Sois it if one Fas 
| be indeed ſpiritually athirſt, he is exceeding humble, and he is 
exceeding thankful, The dogges eate the crumbs Which fall 
from their maſters table, She would be thankful for one crumb 
_ of mercy in like manner; if the Lord give in but one glimpſe 

of his fayour, but one beam of Chriſt, never ſo little of Chirlt, 

never ſo little of Faith, never ſo little of mercy ; Nay, were it 

bur any good hope of theſe, the thirſty ſoul is thanktul, and 

bleileth God who begins to open the fountain, who begins 

with drops of fayour and grace. | 4. If. 


I, Diſcoveries of Chap.1. 
As 4- If aman be indeed ſpiritually thirſty , no:hing /arzeficth 
Nothing ſaiſ- him 6ut exjoyment ; Although bis deſires be earneſt, yet he is 
ficth bim 0% _ rar {atisfied ; his complaints be many, yet he is not ſatisfied : 
engojment, hjg endeavours be great, yet he ſs nut ſatisfied :He enjoyes the 
means for the water of lite, yet he is not ſatisfied; he hath the 
promiſe of enjoyment, yet he 1s not ſatisfied ; he muſt have 
Chriſt himſelf, he maſt appear before the God of gods in $;ox; 
he muſt hear the joyful ſound ; he muſt taſte how good the 
Lord is, Say anto my ſoul thou art my ſalvation, Pſal, 119, 
132, Look then i:pon me, ard be merciful, as tyon vſeſt to do 
unto thoſe that love thy Tame, Ttis the enjoyment of the per- 
ſon himſelf, which the woman delircs ; He that is rightly a- 
thirſt, deſices Chriſt, for Chriſt, and all the Ordinances are de- 
fired in a ſubſeryiant relation unto Chriſt: And all duties arc 
performed for to enjoy Chriſt, He reſts not in Ordinances nor 

dnties. 

I, 5. If aman be indeed ſpiritually athirſt, a rele will not 
Aliniewt10 (uſice him; a little water will not ſuffice when one is thirſty, 
ſuſie bit ur that little makes.the man to lanpuiſh for more. A Chiiſtian 

thinks, could I bur get ſome hope that God wonld be my God, 
that mercy ſhould be mine, that Chriſt would be mine,I ſhould 
then be at reſt; But when he hath gorthoſe hopes, he is nor 
atreſ!: O but could I yet have an enjoyment of God in Chriſt, 
then | ſhould be fatisfied ; Ana when he hath got that, he is 
not yetatreſt ; But could I take but faſt hold of Chriſt ; But 
conld I be afſur:d that Chriſt were my Chriſt: Neither yer is 
be fatisfied, but could I be fully aſſured ; nor 1n this doth he 
reſt : But might I for ever be aſſured | But might I fully enjoy 
Chriſt alone; Bur might I be with my Chriſt in heaven, O firs: 
The ſpiritually thirſty ſoul is never ſatisfied with that which fa 
tisfies, until it can fully enjoy that which ſatisfics : One ſweet 
taſte begers the deſire of another , and that another. Pant 
faith / have not yet attained, Grace, more Grace,nor all Grace 
will not fatisfie it, till all Grace be turned into Glory. Any 
being in Chriſt, affurance of being in Chriſt, growing in Chriſt, 
all this will not ſatisfie tit] we come to be with Chriſt for ever 
in heaven : And all that God gives and manifeſts of himſelf in 
this life will not ſatisfie us untill we enjoy himſelf in perfet 
anc eternal bleiſedneſle. 6. If 


% 


Chap.1. ſpiritual thirſt. 


6, If a perſon be ſpiritually athirſt, he rh51kr the time long 6. 
until he may drink of the waters of life, Plal, 119,81. Ay = mhinks the 
Foul longeth for thy ſalvation. Verie 52, Mine eyes faile for as bong tilt be 
thy word, [aying, When wilt tbou comfort me ? ag 
P[al. 6. 2, Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weakse, 
O Lord heale me, for my 6o»es are vexed. Verle 3. ly ſoul 
alſa u ſore vexia. But thou O Lord, how long ? The poor 
thirſty ſinner goes from one GCrdinance unto another, from 
one Well unto another ; and if the water come not out, he & 
s0es home and-(ighs, and weeps, and cries our, as David,P!al, 
13.1. How long wilt thon forget me, O {ord, for ever ? How 
long wilt thou hide thy face from me? Veric 2, How long 
ſhall I take connſel in my ſoul? tavingo ſorrow in my heart, 
He thinks every hour a week, and every day ayear; a nd till 
he attends, and till he prayes, O that God would ſhew. me 
- mercy, O that God would give me Chriſt, Othat God would 
eive mean an{wer of peace; O when will God deal merciful- 
ly with my ſoul? when ſhall my defires be anſwered 2 when 
ſhall my longing, thirlty ſoul be ſatisfied > 


ee ee oe — 


SECT. IV. 
HE isa word of comfort unto all ſpiritually thirfly fenners x11, . 
this Gay: Ihere be four comforts which may refreſh 12 
your ſouls. | j : Four comforts,” 
I, The way # open to Chriſt, and you are on the way to 
him : you are in Chriſts commiſſion: you ſee you may come 
to the waters and drink : you are the perſons on whom Chriſt 
hath a tender eye of compaſtion : The bruiſed reed, the heavy 
laden, The thirſty ſouls are the particular objeRs of Chriſts 
tender compaſiions, 
2. You have that #214 out unto you which mMAy excourape 


Y, 
The way 18 opca 
19 Chriſt, 


2, 


you to come 20 Chriſt: Mark, how he provides waters for you, tou have may 
and mark how earneſtly he invites you : end mark how graci- cucouragencz!; 
ouſly he encourageth you to come and drink, come and take *9 come. 

the water of life freely, ; 


3. X09. 
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al beginnings 


2.You have the real beginnings of a ſpiritual life in you : This 


8. 
Tou bave the re- thirſt comes from ſpiritual life , alchough you know it nor. 


Theſe thirſtings are nothing elſe but the longings of precious 


of ſpirinuul life. faith within your heart ; As-new-borne babes deſire the ſincere 


milke of the Word, &c. 1 Pet. 2.2. The little living babe de- 
ſires the brealt, and did it nor live, it could not fo delire the 
breaſt. True grace lives in defire and thirſtings for grace, and 
ſo doth truc faith in chirſtiog for Chriſt, as well as in rejoycing 
in Chriſt, 

4. Yonr thirſtings are not in vaine: There are waters for 


Tour thirſtings you, and enouph in them to fill you, and you ſhall have them: 


arc not in Valu, 


Object, 


Objef.r. 
Our thirftings 
are nor ſtrong 
end earneſt, 


Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt after rightrouſneſſe, for 
they ſpall be filled, Matth.5,6 Here are four ſweet comforts 
for you in this one verſe, you are blefled who do thirſt, every 
one that thirfts is bleſſed, you have a promiſe that you ſhall be 


' filled, not ſup, or taſte, but be filled ; and Chriſt himſelf. pro- 


nounceth this blefling, and gives you chis promiſe, He who is 
Truth it ſelf, the 4men, and in Whom all the promiſes are,Tea 
and Amen. Yeu arein a bleſſed condition for the preſent, and 
you are aſſured of filling and ſatisfying for the future.: As Das» 
vid ſpake of truſting, that ſay I ofthirſting, P/al, 3%. 8. They 
ſoall be abundantly ſatisfied with the fulneſſe of thy houſe, and 
thox ſhalt make them drink of the river of thy pleaſure. 

But here ic is objected by ſome tender and doubting ſouls; 
Theſe comforts belong not unto us , becauſe ourthirſtings are 
not right thirfings : Why ſo? for, | 

1. They are not ſtrong and earneſt deſires. 

2. They are not fo vehement as heretofore 

3. Sometimes they are ſtrong and high, but many times they 
are but weak and low, and faint. | 

4. God as yet hath not anſwered us in ſatisfying our ſouls, 
which he would do, if ſo be our thirſting deſires were right. 

5. However the anſwers are ſo little, that our thirſtings ill 
abide with us. 
I ſhall endeavour briefly to ſay a few things to theſe ſcru- 
ples. 

You ſay that your thirſtings are not right ſpiritual thirſt. 
ings, becauſe th:y are not ſtrong, and earneſt, for lo are ſpiritual 
thirſtings. | [--" I 


Chap. L- | anſwered 17 , 


To this T anſwer. | Sol. 

x. If this be really ſo, then thy thirſiings are not rightz 1. 
for there is alwayes Wenpth and earneſtneſle of deſires in ſpi- If this be my 
ritual thirſts : ſpiritual thirſts are not lazie wiſhes, nor indiffe- ſos = =_— 
rent, formil, lukewarme requeſts ; there is alwayes an edge right 
zpon that ſpiritual appetite, which we call thiriting, 

| 2, But perhaps you are miſtaken : whatſoever your Ppre- - 
ſent opinion is of your ſelf; if yet three things may be found We may know 
in your ſoul,aſfuredly you are come unto this ſpiritual thirſting, 794 22e are 
rt, If the preatefF wants be ſpirunal wants; L:rd God what ns ) 
wilt thou give we ſeeing { go childleſſe? ſaid Abraham, Gen. If the grencſt 
15.2. So |.ord what availes me all the world,fceing I go Chrilt- wars be-ſpirie 
lefſe ? No want to me like the want of thy ſelf, and of thy tual was. 
Chriſt, 
'2, If you will not be denied :1 will not let thee go except than 
bleſſe me, Gen. 32.25. This (hewed that Jacobs defires was If you will ns 
ſtrong and earneſt : Let me alone ſaid God to Moſes, but 24o- 5 denicd, 
es would not let him alone, Exod. 32.10, This fſhewed his de- 
ſire to be ſtrong and earneſt. The woman of Canaan, who re- 
newed and reinforced her requeſt ro requeſt, after lence, and 
after diſcouragements, that ſhewed her deſires to be very ſtrong 
and earneſt; Why? If ie be thus with yon, that you can and 
do keep up your ſuit with God, you keep not ſilence, nor give 
him no reſt, ſtill your deſires are before him ;, There is not a 
day bur you are crying out, Lord help me, Lord hear me, Lord 
Siveme Chriſt | Why hideſt thou thy face, hear, and hearken, 
razke thy face to (ſhine upon my ſoul for the Lords fake. 

Aſſuredly this is chirſting,here are ſtrong and earneſt deſires. 

3. 1f you lie ſtill at the Poole: If you be til] waiting and 1fyoulic (fill at 
expeQing ; If you ſtili come to the Wells of water, hearkning #* Poole, 
what God the Lord will fpeak unto you; when he will anſwer 
the deſires of your ſou's : when you attend him at every dore, 
and in every going forth of his Spirit in every Ordinance of 
Chriſt, and Grace, and Mercy. Now is it not thus with you? 
Have you no wants upon you, no ſpecial wants? And are not 
thoſe your ſpiritual wants? And do you not mike to God for 
chis ſupply > will you be denied? can you be ſo contented ? 
Are you not ſtil wanting, and looking up,and hearkning. 
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2. Objett. But or deſires and thirſts heretofore have beenexcerding ve- 
Their defires are hermgent ; O, what ſupplications and ftrong cries,and reares,and 
zot ſo vehement gyreſtlings ! But thus it is not with us ar ggeſert; and-raniſhing 
a before. thirſts zre no true thirſts, | 

Set, I anſwer ſeyeral things to this, \ : 
"% 1. You muſtdiſtinguiſh{(if I may ſo expreſſe my ſel:) twixe 
Diftinguiſh be- Legal thirſt and Evangelical thirſt. 
pwixs The Legal thirjs, are thoſe vehement and paſlionate Ceſfires, 
Lega! wif. ſed in a finner from the exquiſite ſenſe of guilt and wrath in 
the conſcience, and they are like the thirſts of a man in a Fever, 
very violent and impatient : O, this. ſinner cries out for Chriſt | 
and mercy,l cannot be caſed without them,and I ſhall be damn- 
ed if Ihave them nor. | 
* ng The Evangelical thirſts, are ſtrong and ſerious deſires, and 
thirſt; theſe are raiſed by faith, and grounded upon the promiſes : and 
; theſe are like the thirſis of a manin health, which are fervent, 
but not ſo turbulent, becauſe he knowes where waters areto 
quench his thisſt. Perhaps heretofore thy thirſts were onely 
gal thirſts, thirſts onely of anguiſhed conſcience, thirſts onely 
for eaſe (chou waſt in a feaver, thou waſt on the rack) and thou 
waſt earneſt for Chriſt and Mercy ; but all theſe came from ſelt- 
fove:And indeed thou didſi look on theſe only as means of pre- 
ſent eaſe, not as cares of thy ſinful condition, but only as helps 
out of thy anguiſhed condition, But are there not now in thee 
other thirſts, Evangelical thirits,carneſt deſires after Chriſt and 
the things of Chriſt, from a clearer manifeſtation of the excel- 
jencies of Chriſt, and of the riches of Grace in Chriſt ? and of 
the promiſes to give theſe to the ſonl that ſeeks them early and 
diligently, If there may be found in you, althouga they have 
not inthcm ſo much turbulency and ſenſible vehemency, yer 
they are the beſt kinde of ſpiritual chirſts in their nature , and 
in theirend; theſe come from a principle of life, and theſe car- 
Ty you out to Chriſt himſelf for himſelf, ik 
A - 2+ That our thirſts are not ſuch as heretofore, this-may ariſe 
Decay of ſpiri- Either from, 1. A real decay and diſtemper. 2, -Or particu- 
zu4l thirſt, may lar anſwer. 3, Or neceflity of a progreſle to fuller enjoy- 
ariſe, from ments. . 
anon at, 71. Sometimes onr ſpiritual thirſt; are not ſuch as heretofore; 
Th. 1” | Becauſe 
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Becauſe there 1 4 ſpiritual decay and diftemper in w:there is ſome 


diſeaſe and diſtemper in the ſoul : Sickneſle weakens the appe-- 


rite : your hearts may be luſling after forbidden fruit, you may 
be liking ſome finful luſts and obj<&ts; and then no marvel thar 
rour ſpiritual thirſt is altered, Chrilt, and the things of Chriſt 
are not of that wonted reliſh with us, nor eſteeme with us, 
whiles we ſuffer ſinful affeRions and deſires to plea'e and con- 
rentus; as ſweet ſawces puts the mouth our of reliſh : or per- 
baps your hearts are enſnared with worldly objets , you are 
fallen into the ſea, tumbling in earthly pleaſures, or roo eager- 
iy purſuing earthly profits; and theſe things wi!l certainly dull, 
and weaken, and abate your thirſting after ſpiritual! things; as 
feedings upon trath takes away the appeiite to wholeſome 
food. | 

Orelſe you are fallen into ſpiritual pride, conceitedneſle,fu!- 
nes; & this will breed ſlacknes an1 negligence towards ſpiritual 
Ordicances and Communions : And hence ariieth an univerſal 
weakneſle in all the ſpiritual frame both of grace and affeRtions, 
Now if all theſe, or any of theſe ſhould be the cauſe of the al- 
reration of your ſpiritual thirſts, verily you have cauſe ro be 
humbled, and to repent, and ſpeedily, and earneſtly to feek un- 
to the Lord to recover you ont of theſe ſnares of the Devil. 


2, But ſometimes our ſpiritual thirſts are not ſuch as here- Becauſe of Di- 
. tofore, becauſe of divine and pratios anſwers, God bath vine 2:d graci- 
heard the deſire of your fouls, and granted the ſpiritual mercies 9 anſwers. 


which your ſouls longed for ; you have found him whom your 
fouls have loved and ſought, Cant. 3. 4+ and you have found 
mercy, «nd peace: Ged hath ſpoken peace unto you, and ſhew+ 
ed mercy to you: And now who ſhould wonder that the ſtone 
(when its come to the center) ſhould reſt? Retu-n unto thy reſt 
O my ſoul, for the Lord hath aealt bountifally with thee, Pſal. 
115, 7, Whenthe thirſty man hath found water, and drunk 
freely of ir, his thirſt is lacked ; when you come to the en« 
joyments , now you have cauſe of delights and joy and bleſ- 
lings; 35, when you were in your wants, you had reaſon of faith 
and thirſting. 


D 2 | thirſt 


3. And laſty, The thirſts of a Chriſtian mnſ# be univerſal, chm s | 


and mt onely particular : Although you do not finde ſuch a univerſat, 
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thirſt as heretofore to one and the ſame ſpiritual obje& ; yer if 
the thirſt be now converſant about another ſpiritual obje& 
(perhaps) more proper and ſurableto your age and condition 
in Chriſt, there's no prejudice to you at all: When one is an 
infant, his deſires are for mijke, and when he is of more age, 
his defires are for meat, hurt ſt1j] the defires are for preſervation 
of life: when one is in health, his deſires are for 6ne thing, and 
when he is ſick, his deſires are for arother thing, according to 
his preſent ſtate and condition. Thus is it with a Chriftian when 
but young and weak : O a Chriſt, O for mercie, O for com- 
fort : But when ſtrong and growing, then as earneſt for power 
againſt ſins, victory over temptations, ſtrength ard ſufficiencies 
to live by faith ro deny himſelf, ro overcome the world, to ex- 
alt the will of God, and the graces of Chriſt paſſively and a- 
Rively.: So then the ſpiritual thirſt, may ſtill remainſtrong ups 
on the ſou], although not ſo as to one and the ſame objeR; for. 
aſmuch as the ſpiritual condition of the foul requires a remo. 
ving of the thirſt from one to another object , though ſtill on 
Chriſt, yet for ſeveral things in Chriſt for your further en. 
joyment and help and perfcRtion, 

Objett.3, 3. But what think you of my condition, wherein ſemetimes 


There is uot a my defiris- for ſpiritual things are very high and ſtrong ; And 


__ _ at other times very low, and Weak, and flat? In thirſting, there 

foer, - 1sa conſtant equality ; when doth not the thirſly man earneſt- 
therefore my ſpiritual thirſtings are not right. 

KYTA As the cale may be with your ſouls, your thirſtings may be 

There may be att tjpht for all this :There are divers reaſons. of the inequa- 


Inequality of af 1. f 
feftions in per- 11516, not onely of aQions, but allo of affetions in perſons tru- 


ſons truly good, ly good. : 
J 1. One cauſe may be the-inequal influence of the Spirit of 


From the une- ({briſt ; who is a prudent and arbicrarie agent, and ſometimes 
qual znfinexce of he is pleaſed to alliſt, excite, quicken , draw. out your hearts 
the ſpirit, more, and ſometimes lefſe. And certainly your ſpiritual af- 
fefions and deſires are ſtronger or weaker as his inflamential 

preſence is more or leſfe with you : The ſhip goes faſter or ſlow- 

er, according to the ſtrength or weakneſle of the winde. Thus 

it is with the Chriſtian, he is more or lefſe in aRion, and in af. 

fefion 


ly deſire waters until he hath water ? Ir ts not ſo with my ſoul, 
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fe&ion, as the Spirit of Chriſt blowes upon his beart and 
Braces. ' 

2. Another cauſe may be, the uxequal uſe of your faith: 2, 
your ſpititual th1iits ever Keep proportion Witt: your faith : If From the une- 
faichbe ſtrong they are ſtrong; If faith be weak, they are weak 5 ge of your 
As Peter #pon the water, The more youcan beleeve the promiſes 
of God, the more ſtrong and earneſt your deſires will be zand 
the leſſe you do belceve,the more weak will youraffections be. 

Now the Chriſtian ſemetimes is more ſtrong in faith,and ſome- 
times he is more diſtruſtfu}, and hence it is that he 15 unequal 
inthe meaſure of ſpiritual thirſting, 

3. A third cauſe may be an wnequal apprehenſion of our ſþis 
ritual man's: Otthem you have ſometimes a more ſerious, deep, Zo 
ſenſible, powerful apprehenſion, and now ycur hearts burſt our _ RE 
with teares, and prayers, and importunitics, and ſometimes the {,, of fpirizuct 
perſonal appreheaſions of your ſpiritual wants are more-gene- wants. 
rajl common, flat, and indifferent ; ard anſwerable unto thoſe 
will your deſires be, If you had a. more conſtant, fixed,ſoleme 
and terious apprehenſion of the, wants either of Chriſt, or the 
chings of Chriſt, you wonld fiade a more conſtine equality of 
ſtrong affeRions after them, K 

4. Afourth cauſe may be either, the damps of melancholy, or 4, 
the preſſures of remprarions which do marvellouſly interrupr, From the damps 
and &Ciſquiet, and diſtraR the heart of a Chriſtian , and keep 7 '=ancboy,or 
down the powers and effects of prece for awhile, But then not- << 
withſtanding this inzquality, there are three things which ſhew 
that there is a right thirſting in you, 

t. Your thirſt holas on [tiRl, though not alwvayes ;n the ſame Notwithſtand- 
"degree : AS Anſtin laid of himſelf, ſometimes I beleeved more #"s #bis inequa- 
ſtrongly, and ſometimes I beleeved more wezkly, bur ſtill I bes #7 97 thirſt 
leeved : ſo the ſound Chriſtian can ſay,ſomerimes I thirſt more Ergn,,f 
MADE and fometimes I thirſt more faintly, bur till I 
thirſt. 
 Pſal.27. 4, One thing have 1 deſired of the Loyd, that will -7 "i bolds 
I [eek after, that 1 me) awell in the houſe of the Lord, +. 
 . 2, When they fall low, yet they reſt not there : you ſearch hen they fall 
and enquire, why is it thus ? you return, and pray, and heare, low yer they reff; 
and never give over until God. hath quickned your hearts a- 7% ihere. 
gn, 
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gain,until he hath revived and enlarged the deſires of your ſouls 
again, - ot 


36 my ol 3.Yea,and they muſt be ſatisfied, be they more or leſſe, higher 

fur, . lefſe. Or lower,yet,as the riyer {ti!] runs rowards the ſea,and reſts not 
until ic fals into it, ſo &c, 

4. Objett. If my thirſtizgs had been right, God Weald (ere this )4ave 

Tf my thirſtings anſwered me in we ſatifying of my defires : 15 nothis promiſe 


ha4 been 11g, ſo, That, thty Who hanger ard thirſt aficr riphteorſneſſe ſhail 


God would have po - 
anſwered me. be fat ahed, : 
S3/ For this remember, 


zo fet Godstime enough to make a promiſe ; hath Wi/dome enough to take the 


X 


I 1, It & not for you to jet Ged time: you may be earnelt,”? 
' Tt is net for you but you mult nor be impatient : That God who had goodneſſe| 


ns 1 
\. 
© } 


fitteſt time to performe it. May not a man really thirſt, who / 


yet findes no water ? 
2, 2, Though you have not the mercie after which you thirſt, 
Tt is a get yetit 14 4 great mercy that God gives you an beert to thir/t 
mercy that des afier it, Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt after righte- 
Cle efer ts onſueſſe. Itis a blefſedneſNe ro enjoy, yea and a bleflednefie to 
defire, 
: 3. Yonr wateis are ſure: Tſa,33. 16. Therefore be not ſo 
To:tr warehs are Wer « —_ 
ſure, thac you ſhall be ſatisfied, you have then reation ſtill to thirſt 
and to condemne your undeleeving hearts, for queſtioning the 
promiſe of God. 

4 4. If God will let you know that your thitſts are truely ſpi— 
This is ſpiritu- ritual, what need you to be angry? and by this he diſcovers un- 
ror. 6,64 bo rome to your ſelves the truth of thoſe thirſtings, in that, thoagh he 
pap enting delayes to ſatufie you, jet your hearts continue thirfling rntil 


C 3 
if had they be ſatisfied. Cant. 3.1. 1 ſought him whom my joul lo- 
ved, ec. Verle 2. 1 will ſeek him whom my /oul toveth 
Pal. 123.2, Oxr eyes wait upon the Lord car God until that 
; he have mercy upon #1, 


F, ro; a | 
The waters will 5' After your long wala ic 4 the waters will be poured 
be more ſwces Out upon you, ard they Will be the more ſweet unto you, by 
1n20 you, how much the }onger you have waited for them. O, a Chiiſt 
| . at length, and reconciled fayour at length,and pardoning mery 


at length after many groans, and ſighs, and tears, and prayers; 


and 


atient: Never did any ſoul die of this thirſt : If God ſaith 
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Chap.1. doubting ſouls anſwered. <3 
and waitings, will be as heaven unto your ſouls: Like raine i 
ſeaſon to the thirſty ground : They will be the more prized, the 
more preſerved, the more welcomed, with joy and blefling,and 
kept with the more care of ſpiritual improvement, &c. - h; 
Q bur zt z5 {o little wherein God anſwers my thirſting ſoul: |, i opined 
Where is the filling and ſatisfying ? whovie God 
I anſwer. | anſwers in 
Thy ſcruples are now ſatisfied : for, by this it appears that !b1r/ting. 
thy thirſtings are right, for a little ſatisfies thee yot, O) Chrt- Sel, 
ſtian, although God gives not unto thee in this life to fill up Te 
the meaſure of thy ſpiricual deſires, yet he gives unto thee ſuch 7” Cy fatiſ< 
defires as would ex:end themſelves to the meaſures of all the? (1P%cs: 
oodneife which he hath promiſed. There is infinite good 
which God hath promiſed, and there is an infinire deſire, (a 
boundleſſe deſire, an unſatisfied deſire) in the ſouls of a true 
Chriſtian, until he attains unto all that wonderful love, mercie. 
goodnefſe, happineſſe which God hath promiſed to beſtow on 
him. 
Bat then know that there is a threefold filling or ſatisfying WE; 
of the thirſty ſoul, There's a threes 
1. A filling of conveniency to our farticular condition : this ſold filling. 
is particular, and is the convenient ſupply of thy wants, and de- Of conceniency, 
fires : God ſo fils and fatisfies you this way, that you may ſtill 
bunger, and ſtill chirſt : He doth not intend in this life, ſo to fill 
vou, as to take off your deſires, but fo as to encreaſe, and en- 
large your deſires ; not 2s much as you can deſire, but ſo much 
as is fit for you at this time to wher and keep. up your defires, 
2. A filling by ſucceſſion and degrees one want after ano- Of ſcce/ſ.0n, 
ther : He ſo fills you, thatheis ſtill filling of you ; ſo anſwers 
you, that you may be ſtil] asking, one draught , and then ano- 
ther draught; if you thirſt often, you ſhall be filled often. 
2. *A filling of quietation : giving a perfe& reſt to the de- Of 94ictat70n, 
fires and motions of the ſoul; this is univerſal, complear, at 
once and for ever : This filling ſhall be your filling in glory, 
where there ſhall be no want more, and no thirſting more, your 
__ _ and there ſhall have perzfeR and everlaſting fuinefſe 
and reſt, 
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S Jeſus Chriſt ſo tender unto, ant ſo earveſt wich thirſty Gn- 
ners to come u3to the waters 2 Then. ftrive. :to be: ſuc my 
ty ſinners, whom Chriſt: doth fo graciouſly/invite unto bimleir, 
and to the warets of lite, | 
For the carrying on this cxhortation, I wil; ſhew you three 
things. 
1. What the cauſes are why many ſinners are not ſpiricual- 
ly athuft, e644] | e447 a0 3k 1. 3, 
2. The motives to periwade us to get this ſpiritual thirſt:- 
neſle. | 
3. The mcans and wayes how a finner may come into this 
condition of ſpiritual thirſting, JILL 
1, What the Carſer are why many ſinners are not ſpiritual» 
ly athirſt, {5 
T here are ſix principal cauſes or reaſons of it, 
I» Ignorarce,ſpiritual ignorance, is the cauſe why finners are 
not ſpiritually thirſty, -we truly ſay , that gn0r4 nulla: cnpide, 
what. we kaow nor, that we deſire nat. Fohn 4. 10. Fe/ris ſaid 
unto. the reman of Samaria, If thow kneweſt the' gift of God, 
and who it ut that ſaith wnto thee give me to drink, thow would- 
eft have aked of bim, aud he would have given thee living 
water : Mark, ſhe did not 4a«ks, becauſe ſhe did not &#ow ſhe 
knew not Chriſt, what a gift of God Chriſt was, northe living 
water which Chriſt bad co give : If ſhe had knownthefe, ſhe 
would have asked. Sinners do hear of a Chriſt, and ſpeak of 
a Chriſt, butthey do not know this Chriſt, they do not know 
that Chrilt is their onely life ; their onely righteouſneſſe; their 
onely ſalvation; their onely peace; their onely: hope; their 
onely help; their-one'y happineſle; that wrath and death arc-on 
them for ever,ifthey get nocChriſt;Thar their ererval life lies in 
theirenjoyment of Chriſt; And hence it is that their defires are 
not afcer him,that their ſouls thirſt not for him:We may preach 
Chriſt all our dayes, and you may hear of Chriſt all your lives; ***' 
but if the glories of Criſt, and the chings of Chriſt be hid from 
your gycs, if you get not the knowledge of the excellencies of 
Chriſt, 


Chap. r. ' anſweretl 25- 
Chrift , your hearts. will never break out into longings and 
thirſtings, . ; 

2. Unſenfibleneſſe of heart : ſpiritual nnſenfibleneſſe ts the 2. 
reaſon why ſinners have no ſpiricual thirſtineſſe, they ace un-"#ſexfblencys 
ſenſible of their ſins'3nd ſinful condition. 7 of hcart. 

'Tis true ! men will 'ſay'that they are ſinners, Otjeft, 

But it is one thing to fay that we are ſinners, 4nd itis another &So!. 

thing co be rightly ſenſible of oar ſins, : 
There are three things in a right ſenſe or apprehenſion of our ae ſenſe ef 
fins. . 
I, It is perſonal: the ſinner ſees his ofyn fins ; Thus have' T Perſoral, 
finned, this evil have I done Ha 

2. It is /olid and ful: Theſinner ſees the ſinfulnefſe of his Solid, 
ſinnes, the iniquity of hisiniquities, how accurſed -of God his 
ſinnes are, and his foul is, for thoſe ſinnes :* /f We ſit here We 
peri/e, ſaid the Lepers:' BY 

3. Itis experimental: his ſoul doth finde it an evil and bit- Experiments, 
ter thing, thus to ſinne; his ſinnes fall back into his conſcience, 
with the wrath of God -for them, -which wounds and burns like 
the fire of bell within him. If ſinners were thus ſenſible of their 
ſites, their defires would rife after Chriſt; /42t Ball We ao, 
laid thoſe rightly ſenſible hambled finners in As 2.37. What 
ſhall I do to be ſaved? (aid bein As 16.30. when» the 1/ra- 
elites were ſtung With the fiery Serpevt, then they /ooked af- 
rer the brazen Serpent : But few ſinners are thus ſenſible © we _ 
fee other mens ſins, but not our own; we ſee our ownlirines as ©; 
pleaſing fruit, but not as forbidden and accurſed fruit; we fee © 
fins by a light in our judgments, 'but- not with any bitter expe» 
rience in our Conſciences'; and therefore we are qurer, wwe (it 
{ti}l, we pant nov after Chriſt: 7a wounded fnner will thirſt for 
Chriſt, an hardned ſinner will not do fo, C | 

3» Selfedeceit: There are three: ſelf-deceits which hinder 
a_ fcom a ſpiritual thirſt after Chriſt, and the living waters by 
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I. 
Self-tecetr, 
Three ſelf-de- 


1. One is, thattheir firitalat condition 19 'good;, when indeed ,;,. 
ot # naught : This was the'ſelf-deceit in the Laodiceans, who That their hpi - 
thought chemſelves rich, and increaſed, and to ftand in'need of ritual condition 
»othing, and therefore they did not go to Chriſt to &»y of him #53994, when is 
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gold, and rayment, and eje-ſalve,Reve3. 17,18. And this was 
che ſelf-deceir of the Scribes and Phariſees, of whom Chriſt 
ſpake (the whole need not the Phyſician)they thought themſelves 
whole, and found their condition to be righteous, and not ro 
need a Chriſt, or faith in Chriſt,and therefore they never thirſt« 
ed for Chriſt : If you have Ciſterns of your own, you will ne- 
ver 'g0-to the fountain of living water. 
That they thirſt, 2. Alecond is, That they do thirſt, when indeed they never 
when i|Xydp not ;hir ſt ; Becauſe they ſay their prayers, becauſe they come and 
hear the Word, becauſe they ſometimes have ſome kinde of de< 
fires and wiſhes after-good things : although thoſe duties be 
but formal and perfunRory; although thofe deſires be-bur 
flight and temporary, never ferious nor induſtrious,” nor perma- 
nent, until Chriſt and Grace be enjoyed: yet with theſe they 
cheat their ſouls; as if it were not Chriſt himſelf, but a few cold 
deſires after Chriſt which would ſaye them :-or2s if any kind of 
deſires were this ſpiritual thirſting, which is of all defires the 
. moſt high, che moſt longing, the moſt aRive and anfatisfied 
without the enjoyment of Chriſt, and Grace, and Mercie, 
: 3. A third is, That they can by their own ſtrength thirft 
That they cau when they will : This is that which undoes thouſands of ſinners, 
thirſt when they they think that they have Chriſt, and Mercy at their own com- 
will, mand; and they have faith and repentance at their own com- 
mand, and they haye ſpiritual wils and affeRions artheir own 
commands...; -- ppt nes» tf, 
Objet. It is butto thirſt and deſire, and Chriſt ſaies come, indeed he 
"doth ſay come, to kim that is athirſt, g 
Sol, © O but whoſe work is that? what power is that, from which 
a ſpirizuakchirſt-muſt come 2 Not-thine-own power , but the 
power of the Almighty God, Jt # he that- muſt work in you 
20 will and to do,you are not. ſufficient of your ſelves to think any 
ching that i good, much lefle to thirſt after that which is good. 

4. Other ſatisfattions :- Sinful men chooſe unto themſelves 
other objets then Chriſt, and the things of Chriſt, and thoſe 
do content and-ſatisfie their hearts, and- therefore they come 
not to be ſpiritually athirſt, -It is a iverie truth 'that eyery man 
hath his appetite, and that he chuſethuntco himſelf a proper ob- 
zeR, in which alone his appetite takes ſatisfaRtion and reſt : this 
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Chap.t. 
is that which excites, drawes out, and fills up his deſires : Now 
ſinful men have already pitched upon other objeRs for 'their 
deſires, and with theſe are they filled and ſatisfied ; ſome with 
one ſinne, and ſome with another ſinne :: 'Heyog: heart is ſati(- 
fied wich his Herodias, Jexabels heart is ſatisfied wich her pride 
and pairting : The young wanrheart was ſatisfied with his richer. 
Thoſe in 7oby, .their hearts were ſatisfied with 'the honour of 
men: Sinful objects, and worldly objefts have gained the 
hearts of men, and with theſe are they aQually ſatisfied , and 
therefore they chirſt not after Chrilt, | ny 

 Unbelief: This is the death of the ſoul, and the grave of all Th 
ſpiritual affeRionsz an unbelecving heart cannot love Chriſt, ,, , jp mW 
nor joy in-Chriſt, nor deſire Chriſt. | | Wy 

There isa fourfold unbelief; 1. Of the threatnings of 'the 
Goſpel, 2, Of the promiſes of the Goſpel. 3. Of the com 
mands of the Goſpel. And laſtly of Chri/t offered in the Goſpel, 
when men do not look upon him as of that worth, need , and 
uſe to a {oul as is held forth in the Goſpel, and this laſt is a 
maine kinderance to our ſpiritual thirſt. If a perſon would 
come to be ſpiritually thirſty, he muſt 1. See a perſonal need of 
Chriſt for his ſou]. 2. See the precious worth and excellencies 
of Chriſt, his ſurpaſſing worth. 3, Take paines, and be wil- 
ling to part with all for Chriſt : but unbelief deprives us of the 
right ſenſe of the need of Chriſt, and makes Chriſt of no worth 
or eftceme withus; and is ſo farre from putting out vigorous 
endeavours for Chriſt, that ic makes us totally careleſſe , nay, 
fooliſh , nay, abſurd to refuſe Chriſt when offered freely un- 
to us with all his glory; had it not been for this one ſinne of 
unbelief, we had not onely deſired Chriſt, but we had alſo en- 
joyed Chriſt long ago. 

Negleft of fpiritwal Ordinances, and lighting of them. The 6. 
Ordinances of Chriſt eſpecially, the preaching of the Goſpel is Neg!e# of (pi- 
the meancs to work in our hearcs thoſe great ſpiritual thirſts for '/#.079inan- 
Chriſt ; they are the meanesto make you ſenſible of all your og 
ſow: wants : To.render Chriſt altogether lovely and: deſirable, 
to convey a ſpiritual life unto you, to draw- out your hearts, 
and to fill you with earneſt deſires to enjoy the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and ro quicken, and to ſtrengthen and uphold thoſe de» 
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ſires, 
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fites{atid/all this we do finde to be experimentally true, who. 
are beleevers : Nay, ſo forcible is the: Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
that even'in very wicked -men,ſome kinds of delires are kindled 
by it : But many finners decline and negle& the Miniſtry of 
the Goſpel, they wil{not hear it ; and many.profane Atheiſts 
dc hear it, with ſcorne, and/contempt, and therefore God juſt= 
ly leaves them to their own hearts laſts and to the'powets. of 


Satan, | 
Dueft. 2. What are the Motives to perſwade- us to firive to he made 
ſpiricually athirſt? 


Sel. There are four Motives which I wopld ſerioully preſent unto 


you for this. | on Fare 
Motives t0 ſpiv Towy condition 111 extremely fad, till 'this ſpiritual thirſt be 
ritualthirſt. wrought in you : For WC 
vr = lition , I: You are unqueſtionably Wicked and #nconwerted, Spin \ 
withou itis Ttnal- thirſts , axe the: firſt breathingr of ' ſpiritual life : The 
ſad, for firſt evidence of a new-creature. | Renewing grace begins fiiſt 
Such as want it in the ſenſe of our wants, and in-deſire of help, new-berne 
yo anqueſtiu- babes deſire the milke. And as they are the firſt appearinps, ſo 
"ey Wicked. they are the /oweſt appearings; the bruijed reed, and rhe [moak- 
ing flaxe arethe loweſt of all. gracious teſtimonies," a! mourn» 
ful ſenſe, and unfained defire ; can you poflibly fall Jower then 
theſe >/Is it any way probable that any real work of grace 'is 
begun in thar mans-ſonj, who hath not ſo much as a.ſenſe of his 
want-of Grace, or true deſire after it > 14.75 19> Boas: 
2. You can have no hope of Chriſt, or mercy, or ſalvation, 
Such have 19 gnleffe you be ſpiritually athirſt : Icis but an irrational and ſi1- 
=*pes of Cri. 1, preſumption, to fancie that Chrift wilt be ogr Saviour, and 
yet we do.not ſo much as.cordially deſire to enjoy Chriſt } Or 
that God will mercifully pardon our fins, and yet we have no 
ſpiritual deſires to enjoy him- as a 'reconciled and pardoning 
God ! Or that our ſouls ſhall come to heaven;'and yet: we do 
Li not thirſtingly defire to come toheaven. © | 
is @ 2. There is not. ſuch an obje# iv all the world which # {0 
There is 10 09- deſprable' for it ſelf, and. for your felve;, ai ts (hriff Ieſia : He 
Je@ jo deſirable. is moſt deſirable- for himſelf, he 4 altogether lovely and des 
| fable ; nothing in him bur it is excel{ent; precious, perfect in 
- bis graces, love, mercie, righteouſneſle, life, &c. For your 
ſelves, 
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Chap..z. Motizes to:ſpiritual thirſt... 
ſelves 3 He'is, 1. Your ſouls good: 2. The only-ſoul, good, 


nothing + for-cbe: ſoul} bur Chriſt. - 3. The All fouls good, 
bope for your loſt ſouls, life for your dead ſouls, pardon. for of- 
fending ſouls,comforrt for diſtreſſed ſouls and all-iufficit ncie tor 
needy, touls za good. for our ſouls toalleternity.. 


w 15 7 'W., : 3. 
3. If youxould once come to bethirſty, al] che buſineſle for = TP 
Or f4LUFEOR 
would go for= 
n oF d. 
dame of htaven would ſuffer violence , what importunities , _— 


ſalvation-would go forward, every wheele, would move, you 
would be ating co purpoſe for your immortal ſouls ; the King- 


what wreſtlings would there be? what would you not: do,you 
would be ready for every good work? How would your hearts 
pray? How would your hearts be Fxed and enlarged, ?, How 
converſant would you be in the Scripture > How diligent at 
the Ordinances > How abundant in Chriſtian conferences ?, O 
what delight in ſpiricual opportunities, and heavenly commu- 
nions ?. You-would {till beat beaven, your thovghts would {till 
be on:Chriſt, Mercie,,and Grace, and. (alvationwould,: be. molt 
precious, delightful and acceptable unto. your fouls, and all 
yourendeayor would be ſerious, you would defire and-not faint. 
- 4+ Spiritual 1birſts ere very pleaſing unto God , and ſhull 


4. 
rſſwredly. be an{wered. He will not break the bruiſed. reed, nor Spir tual thirſts 
quench the ſ[rooaking flax: He Will bear the deſores of the bam- 1x4 L 


God, 


ble, How well pleaſed is God when a diſtreſſed (inner flies up 
gnto him in tears and cries, when he ask+,and ſeeks,and knocks, 
when he will not be ſilent, when he will give the Lord no reſt; 
© fajes God, in this'mans ſoul do I take pleaſure, I ſce his heart 
s rightly ſet, nothing will ſatisfie him but my. ſclf, but my 
Chriſt ; he bath-prevailed with me, I will be bis God, I will 
ſfatisfie him with my ſalvation, I will give him Chriſt, I will give 
him mercie, his thirſty ſoul, ſhal! be ſatisfied, I will give- him 
the deſires of his ſoul. Why >. me thinks this may quicken our 
hearts to. ſtrive wich God, to make us ſpiritually athurſt :: Spiri- 
tual thirſts are for the beſt and the greateſt good, and ſpiritual 
thixſts are ſure to be anſwered with them. Other thirſts are 
meane, and many. times vain, nay alwayes vain, For the objects 
which they ſo eagerly run after, can never ſatisfieus; yea, and 
the more we thirlt after them.che more likely we are to go with- 
out them. . It is otherwiſe with. theſe (pxicual thirſts, they are 

the. 


© — 


. ..29 


20 "T Helps to ſpiritual thirſt. F Chap.1. 


'the beſt longings, for the beſt objeRs, and they never miſle of 
anſwer or ſupply. God will certainly anſwer and fatisfiethem, 
and think thou what a mercie it is to have and to enjoy Jeſus 
Chrilt to all eternity. 

Deft. 3, Butrowthe maine queſtion is, what courſe the ſinner ſhould : 
Means 10 ſpiri- tgke that he may become a ſpiritually thirſty ſinner? | 
Fual thivit. Amongſt many others, remember thel?, 

Sel. 1: Tfeveryou would attaine this ſpiritual thirſt, then ſeri- 
ny ouſly and judiciouſly exquire into the ſpiritual condition of your 
ol orrien 1 con fol, and there find ont your finnes, and finde out your wants, 
dition of ycur and what youare, and what will become of you, if you live 
ſoul. and die with them ! Brethren, when you have found out your 
ſins (ſo that you come throughly to be convinced, O I ama 
dead man, I ama loſt man, Iam a damned man, unleſle I per 
Chriſt co deliver me from them,and unlefle I get mercie to blot 
them out, and unleſle I get grace to heale my (inful ſoul ! This 
may, and this would make you cry out, and this would pull -de> 
{fircs out of your hearts, O Wretched man that 1 am, Who ſhall 
aeliver me ? Rom 7, What ſhall I do to be ſaved? AQts 16. 
Finde out your ſpiritual Wants (ſee) that if thoſe wants be 
-not ſupplied, there is no hope of life, or happineſlſe 1 I want 
Chriſt, and I want renewing grace, and I want pardoning mer- 
cie; and if I make? not our, ſo as to enjoy Chriſt, I ſhall never 
be ſaved,and lo as to enjoy that holineſle, I ſhall never ſee God, 
and ſo asto cnjoy that mercie, I ſhall never come to bleſſed- 
neſle, . O a ſerious ſolemne ſtrong conviftion of this would 
rouze you out of your carnal confidence, and ſecurities, and 
would put you upon (ad thoughts and earneſt deſires to get that 
Chriſt, and holineſle, and mercie; yea, and to be Jaborious,and 


I, 


3 


wreſtleſſe until you did enjoy them, 

Eu 2, Get your eyes to be ſpiritnally opened : to fee the 
be foritudty IJ height, and depth, and balls and Jlenghch' in Chriſt: I 
opened, meanc, the perfection of beauties and excellencies in Chriſt 

Jeſus; our happinefle is the enjoyment of him onely. Though 
a Cabinet be ſull of precious pearles and diamonds, yet no man 
deſires them as Jong as they are hid from him : There are «y- 
ſearchable rickes in Chriſt : There is Allin Chriſt which is ex- 
cellent and neceſſarie for a poorfinner; All is treafined upin 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt. There is. love, and pitie, and mercie,and righteouſneſſe, 


and help, and comfort, and life in him. Now were you through- 


ly convinced of your fins, and wants, and through them ſhould 


{:e theſe precious excellencies in Chriſt, were Chriſt opened to 
you as a Chriſt,and were your eyes opened to ſee all theſe things 


in Chriſt; ſacha ſight in ſuch a condition of yours would raiſe * 


high and carneſt defires to enjoy ſuch a Chriſt , Fobn 4. 10, If 
thou kneweſt the gift of God, avd Who it t that ſaith to thee, 
give me to. drink, thow wouldeſt bave aiked of him , and be 
would bave given to thee living water; if thou kneweſt Chriſt, 
thou wouldelit ſay, O Lord give me Chriſt,in himts my life, in 
him is my help,in him,and in none but him is my ſalvation, 

3. Get at leaſt ſome degrees of faith and hope : For as ap- 


prehenſion of yourneed is neceſ{ary to ſpiritual thirſting; And Get ſome de- 
as the appretienſion of the excellencie and ſatableneſſe of 874 of faiis 
Chriſt is alſo neceffary, fo likewiſe is faith, and hope : Forif the ©" "**: 


poor ſinfier (after both theſe ſights) ſhall ſay, Bur I ſhall never 
cometo enjoy that Chriſt ! there is no hope at all for me! He 
will never be mine ! He will never love me, nor pitie me, nor 
help and ſave me! Why,now no thirſtings will be in your ſoul: 
Ler the good be never ſo excellent or ſutable, if it be impoſlible 
tobe had, if there be no hope of it,there will be no deliceafter 
it: And therefore when you have got to ſee your ſpiritual mi- 
ſery, and the excellencie of Chriſt ; then ſtrive co get faith, and 
to zet hope; therefore conſider, that this Chriſt was ſent-to 
ſave ſinners, and this Chriſt offers himſelf to poor ſinners, and 
he offers himſelf to you, and calls upon you, and commands 
you to beleeve, and promiſerh, that if you come in to him, you 
ſhall not be rejeRted, Now think on all cheſe things, forthey 
are apt to breed faith and hope, and faith and hope will breed. 
ſtrong defires {This Chriſt may be mine, and if I come in, he 
will be mine ; thereforeO my ſoul, cry out, ſit not ſtill, betiirre 
thy ſelf, pray, hear, long for Chriſt, there is yet hope, never 
therefore give over till thou enjoy thy Chriſt. 

4» Get bunt a taſte of Chriſt ; though it were but a very 


little experience of his love, of his life, of his graces: 0 taſte Ger araſje 0; 
and ſee that the Lord 7s good : They that know thy name Will Chriſt, 


truit iAthee , ſowill they alſo thirſt after thee, This would 
: quench 


- 
4A 


\ 
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quench all otherthicſts after worldly things,and raife our thirſt 
after Chriſt. 
Bewaile your Laftly, bewaile your own miſery before the Lord : fo ex- 
ewn miſery z24t ceflent a Chriſt, and yer no deſire after him ; ſuch great thirſts _ 
you bave node- for. the world , and yet no heart to long for Chriſt : Pray / 
fre after Chriſt exceedingly unto the Lord himſelf, ro work inthee to will, to 
give thee 2.thirſty ſpirit : I tell you, as none can give you Chriſt 
bur God, ſo none can give you thirſting defires bur God ; © - 
ſpiritual deſires grow not in our barren hearts : Neither your 
ſelf, nor any creature can be the author of any one ſpiritual 
deſire: therefore in the ſenſe not onely of the want of Chriſt, 
bur alſo in the ſpiritual want of theſe thirſting deſires for 
Chriſt , get thee ro the gates of. heaven, and lay thy ſelfe 
down there, Lord, Ineed Chriſt; and Lord I need an heart 
to defire Chriſt ; Thou, thou onely art the God of all good 
affeRtions , as well as of all good actions ; I cannot come 
to Chriſt withour rthy- ſtrength; I cannot deſire ro come 
to Chriſt without thy ſtrengta; Thou haſt the Key which 0. 
pens the heart: (the Flaxe cannot ſmoke till fire be put to 
it) nor can my heart ſo much as deſire Chriſt, vatill thou 
kindle that deſire in my heart : O Lord, drop (by thy Spirit ) 
a thirſt into my ſoul , plant right deſires in me by thine own 
hand , work in me both to will and to db of thy good pleaſure. 
Plant this deſire in me according to thy promiſes, and work 
this in me by thy power. Chriſt is my life, cauſe me to 
thirſt ; Chriſt is my happineſle, cauſe me to thirſt, never to 
be ſatisfied until I receive him, 
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Ho |! every one that thirſteth Come ye to the 
waters, @c. ' 


Have finiſhed the firſt Propoſition from theſe 
27>). words,namely, That Jeſus Chriſt is very earn* 
| eft wich thirſty ſinners to come unto him. T 
now proceed to a ſecond Propoſition, 'or Ob- 
ſervation -.;whichis, 

That there are waters for thirfly fiuners, 
... and that every one who # thirſty, may, and 
age; \20/ (Come 1189 hing ( (come you every one that thirfteth , 
Game -yeiro the waters) John 7. 37. If any man thirſt, tet 
him come unto me and drink, Rev. 22, 17. Let bim that is a- 
thirſt, come, and whoſoever will, let bim take of the waters of | 
life freely.” | 

: Khere are two things upon which I ſhall inſiſt for the open- 
ing of this AﬀeRion, 

Firſt, I ſhall (hew you what theſe waters are which are pro= 
vided for thirſty ſinners, 

Secon4ly,T ſhall ſhew unto you,that every thirſty finner may 
and ought. ro come unto them, 


SECT, 1. 
Hat theſe waters are unto Which thirſty ſinners are [0 fr a2 | 
earneſtly invited ? bers are, : 


E 
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Sol, I hall not trouble you with all the acceptations of the word: 
There are waters of affliftion : (Pal. 61. 1, The Waters are en- 
tred into my ſoul) There are Waters of contrition : (1 Sam, 7. 
They drew water ,and poxred it ont before the Lord) &c. 
Three opinions There are three opinions concerning the waters in the Text. 
concerning theſe 1, Some by them underſtand the dotZrine of the Goſpel. The 
+ phe . c Goſpel is like the raine Which comes down from heaven, there 
the Goſpel, if may you finde the wells of ſalvation , and the ſtreames that do 
"refreſh the (ity of God: As David in another caſe ; ſo may 
we ſpeak of the Goſel, al! my ſprings are in thee: /The Law 
" was revealed with Fire, and the Goſpe! with water :\.1n that 
- there is nothing but terrour and wrath for a ſinner ; but in this 
there is hope, and comfort, and eaſe for a ſinner, The Goſpel 
reveals a Chriſt, a Mediatour, a Righteouſnefle, a way of falva- 
tion, mercie and forgiveneſle for the finner, And if the (inner 
once comes to be ſenſible of his fin, and wrath, and thirſts for 
any ſpiritual help and comfort, let him come to rhe Goſpel, here 
only are thoſe waters for his diſtreſſed ſoul. 
The boly Ghoft 2 Some by theſe waters do underſtand rhe holy Ghoſt with 
or” on _ I" all his ſaving graces, Joel 2,25, 1 Will ponr out of my Sp» 
660 bur - and Fob 3.5. Except a man be borne of water and of 
' the Spirit , he cannot enter into the Kingdome of God : Here 
the holy Ghoſt is compared to water, Fobny 7. 38. He that be- 
leeveth on me, ont of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living wa- 
ter : verſe 39, But this ſpake he of the Spirit , which they 
that beleeve on him ſhould receive. So that by water ſome« 
times are meant the Spirit, and the graces of the Spirit : But 
whether thele be the waters here onely intended, unto which 
_ thirſty are invited to come, it is not ſo cleare and evi- 
| ent, 
Feſw Chriſt 3. Some by theſe waters do underſtand Feſws Chriſt himſelf 
w119 all bis mc with all hi merits, and gifts, and benefits, promiſes and com- 
"6 La and forts ; you read in Rev. 22,1, of a pare river of water of life, 
; clear as (hriſtal, proceeding from the throne of God , and of 
the Lamb. As Chriſt is the Bread of /ife , ſo he is the water 
of life;: He is the Fountain , whence all our living waters flow: 
He is the 7ell of ſalvation, out of which all our ſpiritual wa-« 
cers are drawn: That ſpiritual Rock of ſpiritual drink, 1 Cor, 
IO, 4« | | There 
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of thy conntenance upon me, Plal. 4. 6. Receive w gractonſly 


Hoſea 14. 2. This water is provided for him in Chriſt. God was 
in Ghrift reconciling the World unto himſelf, 2Cor.5.19, When you 


were enemies, you were reconciled to God by the death of his Son 


Rom, 5.10 Being juſtified by faith we have peace wit1God, Rom, 


$5.1 


. 
2. Pardon of ſinxe : This is another ſtreame longed for 


God be merciſul to me a ſinner, lo the Publican: Blot out my 


tranſgreſſions, ſaid David; T ake aWway iniquity, (aid the Church, 
Now this water is provided in and by Chriſt : /» whom we have 
redewoption throngh his blood for the forgiveneſſe of finnes, E- 
pheſ.1.7. If ary man ſine, w* have an Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, jeſus Chriſt the righteous , who is the propitiation for orr 


fonnes, 1 John 2.1, 2. Who waſhtd w from our finnes in his 


own bleod,Rev.t.5. He is the Fountaine ſet open for ſinne and for uns 


There are fix ſtreames of precious water which the thirſty Six ſircames of 
ſinner longs for, and all of them are providedfor him in Chriſt. 

I. Gods gracions favonr and retoncided love : Make thy face 
to ſhine upon thy ſervant, Plal. 119.135. Lift thou up the light Fe 


watcr flowing 
from Chriſt, 


, Gods gracious 
favour. 


9 


2. 
Parden of ſin, 


cleanneſſe, Zach. 13.1, 


3. Righteonſneſſe to ſtand beſore God: How ſhall 1 appear before »; 3" 

God. ? What righteouſnelle ſhall I getto juſtifie 64 — -, {5 
' ungodly 2 Mine own righteouſnefle are as filthy rags. This wa- | 
| feris tobe found in Chriſt; He is the Lord our righteouſneſſe; 

of God he 1s made unto # righteouſne ſſe, 1 Cor. 1. 30. And be 
found in him not having mine own righteon[neſſe , which iz of 


the Law, but that which is through the faith of Chriſt , the 
righteouſneſſe Which is of God by faith, Phil. 3. 9. 


4. Renovation : A renewed heart, a changed and fanRified = 


heart. This alſo is the water which the thirſty ſinner defires : 
Create in me a cleane heart, Pla), 51. Waſh me, (o ſpall The 
cleane, Ibid. And this water is to be had from Chriſt : Te are 
waſhed , ye are [anftified, ye are juftified in the name of the 
Lord Teſts, and by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 6, 11. He 
came by Water and blood, xJohng,6. Is male unto us ſan- 
fification, 1 Cor. 1,30, If any wan be in Chriſt, he is a new 
ceeature, 2 COor,5.17, 


5+ InWard Comfort, Joy, Peace: This alſo the thirſty ſinner "22, A 
LI 


F 2 | lon 


God. 
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longs for. And this water is to be found in Chriſt ; Come unto 
me and 1 will give you reſt, Matth. Tr. 28. He was anointed 
with the oyle of gladneſſe, and from him it deſcendes to us ; 
Oar conſolations abound by Chriſt, 1.5, 
6. Eternal life and ſalvatios: This 1s the laſt and great 
Eternal liſe. thirſt; And this water is to be found by Chriſt, /4hz 17, 2. Thor 
baſ# grven him power over all fieſh , that he ſhonld give eter+ 
al life to as many as thou haſt given him ; 3. And this is 
eternal life, &c. John 3.15. He that beleewes, cc, Mark 16. 
16. He that beleeves ſhall be ſaved, Rom. 6.27, The gift of 
Ged is eternal life through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Chriſt compared Now Jeſus Chriſt and theſe precious benefits by him are 
unto water, the cqmpared unto water for divers reaſons. 
rGeſons of it. 1, Becauſe, as waters are of a cooling wertue: they do 
Hi = | allay the heat and burnings of the body, io 7eſws Chriſt ard 
hens. S | the elings of 7eſus Chriſt , they do 6llay all the troubles and 
{corchings in the corfcience. All thoſe fiery bitings, all thoſe 
burnings in conſcience {under the ſenſe of your ſinful guilt,and 
of the wrath of God:) And all thoſe reſtiefle diſtractions and 
fears, and terrors {which conſumeus like fire) They are, 
allayed by Chriſt ; He can take them off , every one of them ; 
If you could by faith come unto him, and truſt on him, ou 
mighr ſee divine juſtice fully ſatisfied, and all your ſins fully 
pardoned, and God in and by him, graciouſly reconciled unto 
your ſouls : And this would quiet your troubled ſpirits, and 
allay the burnivg and flaming conſcience, 4s 2. They who 
were pricked in ttzeir bearts , before ,when they beleeved 
all was quiet, As 16, The Taylor who came in trembling, but 
beleeving, he rejoyced, | 
W 2, Becauſe, us waters are of a refreſhing and reviving wer- 
2. | 2e {Sampſons ſpirit came unto him again after that he had 
His refreſhing drank of the waters, Judg. 15. 19.) SO Jeſs Chris, and the be- 
 __ nefits by Chriſt, they are 7the rvefreſhings of wearied 
foals, and the reviving of faint ſpirits. A drooping ſinner is re- 
vived, when he hears of a Chriſt, and knows what Chriſt hath 
. done for him, and upon what gracious termes Chriſt offers 
himſelf unto his ſoul, And a diſtreſſed ſinner, his ſoul is re- 
vived and refreſhed (It is as it were made aliye) _—i 
pn: aich 


b- 
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faith, Be of good comfort, thy ſinner are forgiven thee, and go 
in peace, thy faith hath ſaved thee. This day is ſalvation come, 
cc, Pal. 46. 4. There is a river the ſlreames Whereof (7.411 make 
glad the City of God, Jeſus Chriſt is that river,and the [ireames 
which come from him do make the contrite heart glad : We Joy 
in God through our Lord Ieſws Chriſt : by whom we have recei 
ved the atoyment », Rom, 5. 11, We rejoyce tn (riſe lefas, 
Phil.z .2. 


3. 
3. Becauſe, As water is of a quenching vertue , the fires are His quenching 
quenched by waters; and thirſts go off by waters : So Jeſu vertue. 


Ckriſt and his graces, and his comforts, do quench ihe thirſts of 
the ſoul; yea,allthe thirits of the ſoul, There are ewo ſorts of 
thirſts in mans ſoul, | 


thirſt, (thirſts after the pleaſares of /inne, thirſt after the profits, 
and the hononrs, and the vanities of the world ) thoſe thirſts 
there is no water which can quench them bur Jeſus Chriſt , and 
the Spiric of Chriſt, until! your ſouls and Chriſt can meer to ge- 
ther, until the Spirit of Grace comes into your hearts, to revive 
them, you will till be thirſting after your ſinnes, and after the 
world ; but when once Chriſt enters into your hearts by his 
Spirit of renewing Grace, you will thirſt as much to be rid of 
them, as formerly you did rhirſt to ſatisfie them, 

2- Some are Supernatural (thoſe thirſts of which T have 
been lately diſcourſing) theſe are quenched onely by Chriſt and 
the things of Chriſt : Onely Chriſt can ſatisfie the right deſires 
of the ſoul: There is a fulneſſe in Chrilt, able enough co fill 
us ; a fulnefle of righteouſneſſe, a fulnefle of merit, a fulneſſe 
- oOrace, a fulneſle of comfort, a fulneſſ: of love, a fulneſſe of 

ip. 


garments; ſoisit with Chriſt and his graces; they do purge a- 
Pay onr droſſe,they do cleanſe us from our filthineſſe of fleſh and 
ſpirit , they do change us and make us white and, beautiful. 
The water of that River (in Rev, 22.1.) was pure water, pure in 
it ſelf, and pure as to the effe& and operation : Chriſt makes 
new creatures , pattakers of the divine natare , an hly people and 
pure jn beart = 5: Be- 


Two ſorts of 
/ thirſts. 
T. Some are preternatural, as finſal thirſts and worlaly Pretcinatural, 


Supernaiiira, 


4. Becauſe as waters are of a parifying and cleanſing wertue , His purifying 


they fetch out foulneſſe and filthineſſe, and pu: a beauty on the © 
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5. 5. Becaule, as waters are of a quickzing and-enclining vertne, 
His quickning the thirſty man after a good draught of water is now quickned , 
os and free for work and ſervice proper unto him, in his place 
and condition of life ; ſo 7eſus Chriſt he is the 1:ife,and ftrengrh, 
and power of onr ſoules : before a man is 1n Chriſt he ca» do no- 
tbing , he is without life , and without ſtrength : but if once in 
Chriſt , he can do all things through (briſt that ſtrengthens kim , 
he can pray , and mourne,and repent , and deny himſelf, &c. 
And after we have been with Chriſt, and have taſted, and en. 
joyed his love, a gracious livelineſſe or freſhnelie of ability 
and ſtrength flowes into our hearts, &c. There are divers 0- 
ther Analogics from the ſofcning, infinuating, flowing , 0- 
ver=flowing , diffuſive, and fruRtties vertue both in water and 
in Jcſus Chriſt, 
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Oneſt. 2 
Why thirſty fiu- Avivg ſhewed unto you what the waters are unto which 


mers may and chirſty finnee are invited, I now proceed unto the ſe - 
oughtto come rg cond part how it may be made out that every thirſty {inner 
theſe wa'ers, may,and ought to come unto theſe waters, 
Sol.1, 1. That every thirſty finner may come to the water , (may 
ps come to Chriſt,may lay hold on any ſpiricuz] good to refreſh 
#er% and ſatisfie his ſoule) this I ſhall demonſtrate unto you by 
three arguments. 
They are qual-' IT. Every thirſty ſinner is ſufficiently conditionated and qual- 
tified for them, Iified for a coming unto (hriſt: you cannot well imagine more 
then five precedent works wrought in a ſinner towards a clo» 
ſing with Chriſt : 72, 
1, A particular ſight and ſenſe of the ſoules-con- 
dition, 
2. A perſonal apprehenſion cf his great need of Chriſt. 
3. A painful diſtreſſe in the ſoule, becauſe as yer deſtitute of 
Chriſt, 
Rd Unteigned delires, and breathings, and longings for 
Chriſt, ' | 
$: Ineſtimable accounts and thoughts of Chriſt, 
What 


Chap Yeu may come to Chriſt. | 39 


What would you have more ? or what more can be expeRed? 
Now all theſe are in every truly thirſty ſinner , who unleſſe he 
had a right ſenſe of his wretched (iaful condition , unleſſe he 
had diſcovered an abſolute want and need of Chriſt ; unleſl= 
his ſoul were painſully diſtreſſed for Chriſt, and delivered from 
all ſelf-ſufficiencies and ſupplies ; unlefſe his very heart did 
earn,and long,and beg, and wreſtle for Chriſt ; unleſle he dif- 
cerned ſomething in Chriſt moſt precious and iutable unto his 
ſpiritual condition , could never be truly ſaid to be athirſty 
finner after Chriſt , and having all theſe, he hath all that 1s 
previouſly neceſſary for any ſoule to come and cloſe with 
Chriſt, as: 

2. There 1s nothing which may juſtly hinder + deharre the a gl | 
thirſty ſrnner from coming unto the Waters; there is nothing on barrethem ci- 
Gods port : he forbids you not,he is in no wiſe unwilling,or a- 72 
verſe , foraſmuch as he is the Lord who purpoſely provides ©” Goaspart 
bread for the hungry, and be doth provide theſe waters forthe 
thicſty , he gave Chriſt,and filled Chriſt ro ſupply us. 

On Chriſts part ; he ſtands upon no more, you feethat he 
doth by nameearneſtly inviteyou, if you can but be contentto 
receive him, and to drink of the water of life freely , 
this is all he inſiſts on : ie Will no: quench ,the ſmoking 
flax, 

On your part : neither former finnes , if you now be rightly 7 on our pert; 
ſenfible of them, and thirſt ; nor your preſent ſpiritusl wants , 
if you rightly apprehend them, and thirſt ; nor your own unt 
worthinefſe, if you acknowledge it, and thirſt: none of theſe 
may, or ſhould hinder you : if you have a preſen« 
th.rſt, you have a preſent liberty of acceſſe to come unto the 
OY They are ina 

3. Touareinapreſent capacity for comins unto thewaters, if 4 
_ be thirſty : and there are Hop things ich will ev:dence - 11d 
this. 

Firſt, rheſe thirſtings are ſuch heavenly works of God , as Ye aremade 
have an immediate reference wnto a coming wunto the was ering for this 
pers. _ 

There is an immediate relation, twixt thirſting for Chriſt , 
and <* ing unto Chriſt: God reveales and offers Chriſt unto 

you, 


Oy 01 Chriſs 
part 
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you, and makes youthirſty for this very end, that you may 

* g0tO him for water. ] 

The thirſty in- Secondly , when a foule ir made willing for Chriſt, then there 

neris made wil- ig a preſent capacity for Chriſt : the thirty ſinner is made willing 

lng. to cloſe with Chriſt; what thirſty man is not willing of water > 
and what thirſty ſinner is there who is not willing to have 
Chriſt > and veriiy that perſon who is wiiling opon Chriſts 
tearmes to have Chriſt, he may preſently g9 unto 

- Chriſt. ; 

13isconditionis Thirdly, that man isin a preſent capacity for coming ufito 

cloſed up with= the waters whoſe condition is a2 that preſent cloſed np within the 

Bp She promiſe. promiſe of Chriſt: andſois the condition of the thirſty ſinner, 
Let him that is athirſt come and take of the water of life freely , 
Rev. 22. 17. And againe , bleſſed are they that hunger and 
thirf after righteonſneſſe,for they ſhall be filled, Mat.5. 


2, 2, That every thirity (inner ought ro come unto the waters, 
| nh = he ought to come to Chriſt as the ſinner onghe to thirſt, fo 
any n= when he isathicſt, he ought to come to Chrilt;which may be 

t hus cleared, 


Chriſt ought #9 1, Oughtnot Chri/ tobe received when be is offered ? and by 

be _ 24, every One to whom he is ottered ? certainly then the thirſty 
ſinner ought ro come to Chriſt , for unto him 'is Chriſt 

The doore mu7 offcred. | | 

be opened at 2, Ought not theſinner to open the doore,at whoſe doore Chriſt 

which Chriſt qoth knock ? ought be not. to hearken unto whom Chriſt calls 


#10cky.. and ſpeaks? certainly then the thirſty ſinner ought to come to 
Chriſt , for at the door of his ſoul doth Chriſt knock,to 

RANTS N, of Um doth Chriſt call ard ſpeak,come ye to the waters, 

of mul} be 3. Oughr we not to obey the command of God? His Goſpel - 


obeyed . command ? that great command ? that g99d command'? that 
- | commandoflife? and what is that command ? this 5s his com- 
 manament, that we beleeve ou the Name of his Sou Jeſus Chriſt , 
© and what is this beleeving on Chriſt , but a coming unto 

Ve riches of Chriſt? 
*Y $: tegrecd 4. Ought we not !o honour the exceeding riches of Gods grace ? 
*x 75 tobcho= Che wiſdome of his grace ? the love and kindneſle of his grace 2 
oured. the goodnefle and bounty of his grace ? the compaſſions of his 

Erace'? | Xs 
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Chap.2. W by thirſty ſinners ought to co 


me to Chriſt. 41 


— — 


———_— 


O but if che thirſty (finner will nor cg5e to Chriſt, he doth 
puta diſhonour , an exceeding diſh»nou:r vpon the exceeding 
riches 0*giace; the wiſdome of grace v2th tound our a Chriſt 
for you , a fountain of life for you. The love of grace hath 
given this Chriſt for you, the googneſle of grace offers this 
Ciriſt co you, who are thirſty, as precious water, as that 
which only can refreſh and ſave you, and Þb'ds you take it , and 
aſſures you that you may takeir, and drink abundantly of it ? 
what a diſhonour do you return to ſuch a GÞd ir you ſhould 
not come to the waters F | 

5.7ou Wrong Jeſus Chriſt by it, if you come not to him for 
theſe waters, Is he that living tountain of living waters, or is 
he-not2 Ifhe be not, why do yethirſt after him? if he be, why, 
being athirſt, doyenorgo unto him? Ts there a fulnefle in 
him co take away all your finnes, to ſupply all your wants, 
ro caſe all your burdens, ro comfort you in all your diſtreſles , 
to ſatisfie all your deſires, Is there ſuch a fulneſſe in him oris 
there not ? and ſuch a fulnefſe in him onely or nor? If 
Chriſt be not an all-ſafficient falneſſe , then the toul ſhould not 
deſire him, and muſt deſpaire ; if he be, why do not your 
deſiring ſoules go unto tim to draw out of his fulneſſe ? Is 
Chriſt indeed willing to > a poore foule good , or is he not ? 
Is he Willing to eaſe the burdened ſouje , who calls and pro- 
miſeth?Is he willing to ſatiate the thirſty ſoule, who provides and 
invites, and anſwers?O but thou doeſt nor believe this, who being 
thirſty yet. holdeſt off from coming to Chriſt : thou art afraid 
whether he will accept of thee, whether he will ſave thee, to 
the utmoſt, whether he ©:n ger off thy ſinnes , whether he 
can or will ſupply thy wan's, and thy defires, and in thus do— 
ing how much doſt thou v':ong the fulneſs, the goodnefle, 
the power, the willingneflc of a gracious Ciriſt, 

6. Tow Wrong your own /oules, not only your thirfting deſires 
which you begged for, fo that your ſoules might be carried ou 


foules 3 do you need but water , you will dy without it; no 
water can be found for you but in Chriſt; that water is ſet open 
and runnes freely, you may takeit,and yer you do not take it, 
you ſhould take ir, and yet you have not taken it ; ſurely if not 

G coming 


Feſus Chriſt i 
wronged if you 
come nat. 


? Tou Wrong your 
$> T own ſouls in not 
after Chriſt , but alſo the preſert and future conditions of your coming. 


——_ 


4.2 


Ir is our own fault if Chap. a- 


U/e I. 
31 formation 


I. 
Tbat God is 
gracious 10 difſ- 
preſſed ſouls 


coming to the waters be ſuch a diſhonour to God, ſuch a 
wrong to Chriſt , ſuch an injury to your own ſoules , then 
unqueſtionably the thirſty ſtaner ought to come tothe 
WALETS. | 


I eo: —_ 


SECT |, 


OO——O— OL —————— 


Re there waters for thirſty ſinners, and may they come 
and drick of thoſe waters; Here we :may be 7- 
formed. 

I. That God is very g001 avd grattous unto diſtreſſed ſontes: 
thou O Lord art a (God full of compaſſion and gracious, Pl 86.15. 
Of all the creatur:s here below, his goodnefſe is greateſt unto 
men ; and of all men it is greateſt ro the diſtreſſed, ard of all 


\. diſtrefled men, it is greateſt unto men ſpiritually diſtreſſed , 


/ unto broken ſinners and unto thirfly ſinners: mark how inthe 


Sel. 


text. He provides water for them; waters they need, and iya- 
ters they thirſt tor, and here they are, and here they are for 
them : what waters doth he provide ? why they are /iv;ng 
waters and ffill waters, he provides a Chriſt, his own recon- 
ciled favour -, mercy , righreouſneſſe, &c. Waters which 
are fo ſuicable to the condition of a thirſty ſoule, and then he 
mwvites the thirſty to come to them, and to remove all doubts and 
feares; heinvites every one that thirſteth (and he layes no un- 
reaſonable condition on them, do but come , here are the wa- 
ters which you doſo much thirſt for, drinke abundantly quench 
your thirſt) all this ſhewes that God isa very good, and gracious 
God, unto diſtreſſed ſoules, 

2, That if onr ſpiritual deſires be not [ati fied and [upplied,the 
fault is our own , and we have no reaſon to complain on God, 
or to charp him, 

You who are yet under your wants and fay we have prayed 
but are not anſwer'd , and we have thirſted bne are nor 
ſatisfied and God doth not yet anfwerus, and he doth not yer 
ſupply us. » | lf 

Why, what do you mean to charge God fooliſhly , charg, 
your own unbeleeving hearts which keep you from the waters, 
but 
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Chap.2 if we benot ſatisfied. Te. 


but never charge your God who hath provided waters for you; 
Go ſaith the Prophet to Naaman the Syrian, 2 Kings 5. 109. Go 
and Waſh thee ſeven times in lordan, and thy fleſh ſhall come 
again unto thee, and thow ſhalt be cleane, verie 11 But Na- 
amany was wroth and went away, and ſaid he, are not Abana 
and Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus, better then all the waters of 
Tordan > Aﬀter this manner (many times) is it with ſome thirſty 
ſouls, who importunately beg of God to hear, and heip, and 
comfort them ; why faith God, There are waters for you in 
my Chriſt, go to him,and you ſhall finde mercy, and grace, and 
peace, & any ſpiritual good which your ſouls do need or crave. . 
O but now our unbeleeving hearts do hoid us off 
we may not go to Chriſt, and we cannot go to Chriſt,” 
and we dare not come to Chriſt, and Chriit bath not for 
us, and Chriſt will not imparc theſe precious waters to 
ſuch vile ſinners as we have been, nor to ſuch unworthy 
perſons as we are. Now I pray where lies the fault that your 
thirſty ſouls are not ſatisfied with waters > God ſhewes you 
where they ate, and God would have you to come ; here are 
the waters ſaith God, and you have my free leave ,, and good 
will, totake them and drink them: O Chriſtian, the reaion of 
thy unſatisfyings is notatall in thy good God, bur it is altoge- 
ther in thy evi! heart of nnbeltef, 
3+ That »o ſinner hath any thing of his e'vx,07 of bim/elf to belp 


himſelf : The thirſty ſinner hath not of his own to atisfe his Ns bnaer hath 
thirſt,he muſt abroad for water: If any ſinner in the world hada- any thing of bis 


ny thing of their own to belp themlelys, ſurely burdned finners, Þ: 
& thirſty iinners would make uſe of it;D9 you think that a man ** 
who lives under the ſenſe of Gods wrath, and unde: the terrors ' 
of conſcience; If: he had any ſtrength and power of his own to 
eaſe his conſcience, that he would not uſe it ; Man would not 
live in miſery : And if a man were really thirſty, if he had a. 
ny water in the houſe , that he wouid not make uſe of 
it to quench his thirſt > The poor thirſty ſinner bath 
nohelp, and can have no help from himſelf,and therefore 
he is call:d co go out for waters. I befeech you mark it, this 
is another reaſon why ſome thirſty ſinners are not ſatisfied and 
filled , becauſe they dig pits which hold mo water ; and 
G2 _ they 


own to help 
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14 The neeeſſty of therbirſly © Chap. 


they look after broken Ciſterns, they keep home,and think ſome 
wells of water are to be found in themſelves. I; they were 
this, and con!d do thar, then God wou'td be. reconciled, and 
conſcience would be quiet and all would be well; and thus are 
they ready todie for thirſt, for no waters flow out of our na- 
tures, except the-waters of Aſarab, ec. 

4. 4 That a thirſly condition, ts an hepeful condition ; though 
A whirſty ci the thirſts of the ſoul be great, yet here are waters.; you cannot 
entre! © Tay as David did, /ty ſor! thirſtets for thee , my fi: fb long- 

eth for thee in_a dry and thirſty land where no water uv. He 
w2s then in the wildernefſe of 74d*ah where no water was; 
the thirſty ſinner is in no ſuch condition, there are waters to be 
had for his thirſty ſou! : he may ſay 28 the Eunuc' to Philip, ſer 
here © water, As 8. 36. other thirſts may aitſe, and there 
may be no wate1s found, or if they may be found, yet you 
cannot come to them ; but if you be ſpiricually athi:ſt , pre* 
ſencly there are waters for you, and preiently they are of- 
fered to you, and preſently you are invited to. come and 
drink, 

So then if the Lord make you ſenſible of your ſpiritual mi- 
ſeries, and of your ſpiritual wants, and you live in much pain, 
and are not yec eaſed and ſatisfied,yet do not deſpaire, for there 
are waters for the thirſty ſinners ; there are living, and clean(- 

 - Ing, and comforting waters for them, Thirſtineſſe is a good 
>. figne of a good condition, and thirllineſſe is a ſure fore-runner 
ot a comfortable condition. 

5, 5- That there 1s neceſſity fer a difireſſed and thirſty ſinner 
There is a ne- 70 £9 cut 10 Chriſt : If ever he would have his needy and 
ceſſity for thir- thirſty ſoul ſupplied ; thereare thirſts on your part, and there 
fly finnerszo are waters provided on Gods part: I, but there is a 
comer9 Chriſt. coming in the Text , you nee d waters , and God provides 

waters ; but what of the one or of the other, if we come nor to 
theſe waters ? your waters are to be found in Chriſt, and in 
none but Chriſt ; none but Chriſt can help a ſoul, none can eaſe 
your burdened ſouls bur Chriſt, and none can fill the thirſty 
fouls but Chriſt : O but then you muſt come, Come to the wa- 
ters, ſaith rhe Text, Beloved, remember it, all the diſpenſati- 


Qns aad communications of love, and grace, and mercy , and 
| All 
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Chap. 2: to come to Chriſt. 45 


Peace, 3nd ſalvation, are in Chriſt,to him you muſt come, if &c, 
All your ſprings are in him: If -vou won!d have God reconcth 
led ro you, yon muſt go to Chriſt; and if you would have your | - {1x 
ſins pardoned, yeu muſt goto Chriſt; and if you would have _ 

your hearts ſanified, you muſt go to Chriſt; and if you would / 

have your conſciences pacified, you muſt go ro Chriſt, and if 
you would have your ſouls faved, you. mult go to Chriſt : All 
zourhe!p, and all your hope, isin Chriſt; All the waters, 
all the good that a poor ſoul doth need is in Chriſt,-and 
onely in Ch:iic; None can ſupply and comfort you bur 
Chriſt: All is treaſured'up is bim, and therefore of neceliity 
you mult po to Chriſt if you would have your thirſty fouls 
helped, - 


a tl Sans hes. EY f one Ire 


"SECT. IVe 


Re there waters provided for thirſty ſinners ? and may  T/e2. 

every thirſty fipner come ? and ſhould he come to theſe ory w 
waters? Then you who are thus thirſly, be per[naded to come --—"_ 
to Chriſt 19 have your part in theſe waters, as Jacob {aid un- © 
to his children, Why do you look one upon another? Ihave heard 
that thire i corne in Egypt, pet you down thither , and buy for 
* from thence , that we may live , and not die: So fay I to 
you , whoſe ſouls God hath made ſenfible of your ipiti- 
cual miſeries, and wants; O why do you complaine, and why 
are you ſo dejzxted ? have you not heard that there-are 
waters for thirſty ſouls ? and: why do not you come unto 
them thac you may live and not die? Read this Text ovec 
and over, Come to the waters; be that thirſts let him come 
to the Waters : Ho,every one that thirſfteth come ye to the 
Waters. Seven E857» 

Now becauſe it is not an eaſe work to perſwade perſons ments 
in this condition, therefore I ſhall offer unto you ( who are 
ſpiricually agaurſt) ſome encouragements to come unto the wa- 
trs; I wilmention ſeven of them, 
7, The 


PE————_ 
- 


46 Ecouragements to come Chap. 2 


T, ; I. Theſe waters are the helps for your ſouls: what wil help 

7 _ water:are a thirſty man but water { theſe waters ( of which I have been 

| hag Snd diſcourſing) they are the -1. Proper helps of your ſouls. 2. 
Sure helps of your ſouls. | 

1. They are proper helps of your fenls : they are every way 

The proper helps futable, and anſwerable to your ſouls exigencies. Life is a pro- 

; per help for Death, and theſe waters are waters of life ; for you 

who look on your ſelves as dead. Mercy 1s a proper help for 

miſery, and theſe waters are waters of mevcy juſtifying and 

pardoning all the fins of your ſouls. Comfort, is a proper help 

for diſtreſſe, and theſe waters are waters of peace, and comfort 

and jy. 

i They are th.e /ure helps of your ſouls : Could you but 
once ger to Chriſt, and taſte of his waters,your troubles, your 
fears, your diſtreſſes, would fall off. nz whom after ye belee- 
wed, you rejoyced with joy unſpeakable and gloriomw, We joy 
in God, through onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt , by whom we have now 
received the atcument (being juſtified by faith we have peace 
with Goa through our Lord Jeſws (hriſt. 

2. Here is abundance of water for jour ſonls : Waters in the 

Hercis abun. Plural number, ſaith the Text; yea,ſometimes called founcains, 
dance of water rivers, floods, ſeas, Your thirſts perhaps are many, and here 
are many waters, your thirſts are perhaps higb, and here the 

waters are very deep; they are enough to ſatishe every want, 

and enouph to fill up all the deſires of your ſouls: you n:ed 

the pardon of multitude of ſinnes ! why, theſe waters containe 

in them a multitude of mercies.; And you need the pardon of 

your great ſics ; why, here are waters of mercy like the great 

depth, like the depth of the ſea, which can drown all manner 

of ſins, Mich. 7.19, Thou wilt caſt all their ſinues into the 

depths of the ſea: you need grace, much grace, all grace ; 

And here are waters which -containe in them all grace, there 

is a fulneſſe of grace in Chriſt (of his fulzeſſe have we recer- 

ved,and grace for grace, John 1,16.) Chriſt is ſuch a fulneſſe as 

fills all in all, Ephel. 1.23, He can fill all the ſouls that come 

co himin all their defires and wants : You need peace and joy, 

cc, - Theſe waters will aford them unto you, and in great 4+ 

bundance ; { will extend peace nnio ker like a river, Ia, 66. 
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Chap?. to the waters. 


12, In thy pr:ſence is fulneſſe of j5y , Dlal. 16,11, Aike ard 
10# ſhall receive, that your joy mi ve ju, John 16, 24, Whats, 
ſoever your thirſts may be for the kinis and number of them, 
and whatſoever your thirfts may be for the degree, and mea- 
ſure of them; here are waters which do not onely anſwer them, 
bur do alſo infinitely exceed them, 

3. As theſe waters are proper to your condition,and as there 
is abundance of them, fo they are open, they are ſet open for 
you, You read of the Church, that ze z5 4 Garden encliſed aud 
a ſpring (hat np, and a fountaine ſealed, Cant. 4. 12, But you 
read of Cirift chat he is a fountaive epencd (in that day there 
ſhall be a fonntaine opened to the houſe of David, and to the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem for ſinne and for uncleanneſſe, Zach, 
13. 1.) And forall the good rhings in and by Ch: iſt, they are 
ſer open,(!/a. 41.18. / wil open rivers in high .places ard foun- 
tains in the midſt of walleys) A throne of grace and mercy ts 
ſet open: And whacT pray you doth this opening intend ? 
why, this it intends, that there is leave given for any diſtrefled 
ſinner to come ard drink : were theſe waters never .io preci- 
ous, and never ſo many, yet if they were incloſed and ſealed, 
you may bediſcourzged ro come : But they are opened, ſo that 
come Who will, and he may drink, and come When you will, the 
fountaine ifopened, and you may drink, 

4. They are living waters alwajer to be found in Chr: 
Mercy in Chriſt tilt, and peace and righteouſneſle ſtill : Why, 
this ſhould much ercourage you to com? to the wazers; you 
know where to inde them, and they arc living waters, not fa- 
ding, you may b* lurerto finde theſe waters ( And they are al- 
wayes open,every one of you hath liberty ot acceſſe, nothing 
ſhuts and cloſes them up but your own unbelief. | 

5.As they are open and living waters, fothey are »uxning wa- 
ters, and they run freely;you are afraid tocome to them, & yer 
they run towards you, you are afraid ro come ro Chriſt, and 
yet Chriſt ſeeks you, comes to you, runs after you knocks at 
your doores ; and theſe waters do r#nne every Sabbath , every 
day of the week, and Jeſus Chriſt freely offers them. Lex him 
that 1 athirſt come, and t:t him arink of the water of life freely; 10 
in Rev. 22,17. The father runs to meet hit {oune, Luke 15. yea 
they 
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Encouragements to come to the waters.Chap.2 


6, 
No maoic is yet 
quired but to 
come 


7. 
Tou are called 
011 by name 


Objett. 


they run freely. Ordinary waters many times coſt us nothing , 
but the precious waters (which are extrated ſpirits) theſe are 
coſtly &dear: Thus is it amonglt us,bur thus ic is not with Chriſt 
and-his waters, which though they be the waters of life: yet 
if you come, you may freely drink of them, and they ſhall coſt 
you nothing : you may have Chri/t for Chriſts ſuke,, and mer- 
cy for mercies fake, artd love for loves ſake ; All that your 
ſouls do need without money and without price & Bring but 
empty veſſels, and here you may draw out, and fill , and fati» 
ate your fouls, and it ſhall coſt you nothing. 

be No more # required of the thirjiy but to come: If the 
Prophet had bid thee do ſome great thing, Wouldſt thou not bave 
done it > How much rather then, when he [aith Waſh and be clean! 
Thus the ſervants of Naaman, 1 Kings 5. 13. If the Lord had 
put upon you (who thirſt ſo much after Chrift,and ſtood in ſuch 
an abſolure neceſlity of him; )/If he had impoſed ſome great 
conditions 9n you, that thus or thus you mult be, and this or 
that you muſt bring unto Chriſt; If ſo, you might drink of the 
waters, you might have been offended ; but when he ſaith one- 
ly come and drizk the water which you ſo mach need and beg, 
ought you nor to do it ? If Chriſt had ſaid you ſhall bring ho- 
l:nefſe firit, and you ſhall reforme your hearts firſt: O no, If 
you be thirſty ſinhers, it is enough, no more is required , no 
condition is laid upon you, all that concernes you, is, Conte to 
the waters, and drink of tae waters you need, they are provid- 
ed: Coming is the duty, and that is all which is required, come 
and receive, come and draw, come and drink, &c, 

7. Ton are called out by nam: As if the Lord would pur 
anend to all your diſputes and fears; He tells you expreſlely 
that he means yon : Come ye to the waters, ſo the Text. 

O faith a thirſty ſianer (who longs for Chriit, and mercy, 
and grace, and peace) thele are the warers which I long for, O 
that I migtt have Chriſt, O that | might finde mercy, &c, But 
I may not come, bu:Il am not intended ! 

Why ſayeſt thou O Tacth, and fprakeſt O Iſrael, my way 
74 hid from the Lord, and my judgement #4 paſſed over from 
my Ged? Iſa, 40.27. As if he ſhould fay, Itake it ill that you 
thus ſpeak, and you have no cauſe thus ro ſpeak, So you who 
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;hap.2 Encouragements to come tothe. waters. 49 


A Rn EI 


are thirſty ſinners , why do you ſay Chriſt is not intended for 
you, and mercie is not intended to. you? What cauſe have you 
thus to ſpeak 2 Doth not the Lord call you by name, and invite 
you by name? Ho, every one that thirſteth,, come ye to the 
waters; And what would you have more,or what more can be 
ſaid ro enconrage. you to come. to the waters > Thefe waters 
are your oneiy helps, and your jure helps. There is abundance 
of them ſufficient for you, they are opzn'd for you,they runne 
freely; no more is required of you but to come and drink; and 
you by name are called iotodo : yet let me adde one thing 
more, [OG 
8. Newer did auy thirſty ſou! come to the waters, but be $, 
ſd, but bis ſoul was refreſhed, but water of life was given £0 Noe thirſty 
him, 1/a. 44. 3. 1 will pour water upon him that i thirſty , [94 comes but 
Jer. 31. 25. 1 have [atiated the weary ſoul, and 1 have re- amo 
pleniſbed every ſorroWful ſoul, Pal. 81. 10, Open thy month * 
wide, aud I Will fill it, Matth. 5.6. Bl/eſſedare they that thirſt 
after righteouſneſſe, and they ſpall be filled, Cint. 5. s. Drink, 
abundantly O beloved, Peruſe Scripture, and peruſe Inſtances, 
never did Jeſus Chriſt rez:R any that came ro him ; and ne- 
ver did any foul come ro Chri{t, but chere he found the very 
water, the veiy good which his ſoul did want, and carneſtly 
Crave. 
Now for the cloſing up of this firſt part of the Text, rhere- 
are a few queſtions or icruples,, unto which I deſire to ſpeak 
ſome things. | 
1, What are the reaſons why thirty ſinners ( who do need 
theſe waters, and ſo /ong for chem, and have exprefle leave to 
come unto thrm) yet ( ordinarily ) there is much ado to per- 
{wade them to come. 
2, What a thirſty ſinncr ſhould do, that he may be able: to 
come to the waters, 
3. How one may know that he is come to them, and whe- 
ther the waters which he drinks, be theſe very waters unto 
which God invites, and of which God makes promiles. 
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Thirſty ſenners hidh perſwaded Chap. 2 


SECT. VY. 
ue] Hat the reaſons are why thirſty ſinners , who do need 
_— theſe waters, and who have ſo expreſſe invitation , and 
Why thirſty ? © Tas 
fnuc's are. ſo ſo free leave to come unto them (yer (orcioarily) there ts much 
bardiy perſwad- ado to perſwade themto come and drink of thee waters. 
ed to come and There are five reaſons why it is thus (ordinarily) with thir- 
arink. A ty ſinners, viz. 
Jobs 1. The qualities of perſons under a wounded and diſtreſſed 
conſcience, | 
2, The powerful working of unbelief. 
3. The difficulty to beleeve in a way of perſonal applica. 
tion; | 
4. The properties of weak Belcevers. 
5. The bulie 3nd cunnivg ſuggeſtions of Satan. 
I I. The qualities of | perſons under worded. and diſtreſſed con- 
The qualities of ſeſences : they are apt to lay load upon themſelves, to argue a- 
wounded and painſt themſelves, they are full of fears, apt to deipaire, and 
prreſeg >, utterly to exciude themſelves, at leaſt are taken up with diſ- 
Hts courzgements, This is a truth, the thirſty (inner is a wound- 
ed and a diſtreſſed ſinner, and a wounded ſinner is a fearful ſins 
ner, There is a ſpirit of bondage to fear, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
Rom,8. 15. Pſal. 40.12, Mine iniquities have taken hol] of 
er fo that 1 am afraid to lock up; Moſes repiirted unto the 
Ifraelites from God himſelf, that the Lord would rid them our 
of their bondage, and thac he would redeemethem; and that 
he would take them unto him for a people, and would be unto 
thema God : And that he would bring them. into the land of 
promiſe, &c. But ſaith the Text, they hrearkenad not unto Moſes 
for anguiſh of ſpirit, | 
T hus fares it with a ſinner, who is wounded in ſpirit, who 
lives in that bondage: Although you preſent Chriſt and delj. 
verance unto him ; All the waters of life, all the promiſes and 
encouragements to come to Chriſt , yer he cannot hearken un- 
ro them for anguiſh of ſpirit. The ſtrong and preſent ſenſe of 
{inne and wrath doth bear dowa all che arguments and induce« 
ments which Chriſt holds forth to perſwade the ſoul to come 
| | unto 


Chap. 2. 
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to come to Chriſt, Why ? 


unto him : The wounded and diſtreſſed ſinner ſeesnothing but 
finnes, feeles nothing but wrath, fixeth only on the holinefle of 
God which hates ſin, and on the juſtice of God which threat- 
ens ſinne : And as for mercy and acceptance in and by Chriſt, he 
is ſofar from being perſwaded of them, that uſually he diſputes, 
and deſpaics, Chriſt will never be my Chriſt and mercy cannot, 
or mercy will not pardon ſuch a ſinner as I have been, and ſuch 
linnes as I ſtand guilty of; and truely while a perſon is thus 
poſſeſſed, ani thus perſwaded, and tt:us inclined, no wonder if 
chere be ſo much ado to prevaile with his hearc to come to 
Chriſt : But thus ordinarily it is (at fitſt) with thicſtyfinners, 
2. T he powerful workings of unbelief: This is atether rea- 


ſon why thirſty ſinners come not unto the waters : The heart of The powerful 
man is naturally an unbeleeving heart, and an unbeleeving ON of us 
heart'is is a with-holding heart, an excommunicating heart, a * 


refuſing and unyeelding heart, and many times an abſurd and 
perveric heart, There are two faculties in man which maſt be 
efteuaily wrought on before he can come to Chriſt, and to 
theſe waters: One 2 the judgement, the other is the nll : 
The erwth of the Geſpel muſt work on that, and the goodneſſe of 
the Geſpel muſt work on this : Now unbehef works againſt che 
workings of both theſe. 


I. It works againſt the truth of the Goſpel : The Goſpel ynbuicf works 
ſaich that thy ©” 4a truc ſaying , that 7 eſis Chriſt came 1n:0 again thetruth 
the world to ſave fianers, 1 Tim,1.15. And that there is »s 997 Goſpct, 


other Name under beaven given among men whereby we muſt 
be ſaved, neither is there ſalvation in any other : But unbe- 
licf oppoſeth this Truth this onely way of a ſinners ſalvation : 
Ic will tet up a righreouſnefle of onr own, and cauſes of mercy 
and ſalvation in our ſelves ; It cannot ſubmit unto the wiſdome, 
and mercy, and righteonſneſſe,and grace of God in Chriſt : that 
I multacknowledge my {elf a fool, ind look formy wifdome on- 
ly in Chriſt, That I muſt acknowledge my felf ungodly, and 
renounce.all my own righteouſneſſe and 'look' for my righte- 
ouſnefſe , onzly in Chriſt, my life only in Chriſt, my peace 
only in- Chrift, my mercy only in Chriſt , all my good and 
Hopesin-Chriſt , and the reaſon of all my enjoyments only the 
meere mercy and free-grace of God in Chriſt, The carnai 

H 2 reaſon- 
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. reaſoning and the ſelf-pride of unbelicf is againſt all 


Tt _ 4- , 
gainſt the good- 
neſſe of the Goſ- 
pel, 


The difficulty 
of believing, 


ſes. I, The 


this, | 
2, It works againſt the grodn:ſſe of the Goſpel : Although 
the power of unbelicf be many times thus farre beaten down, 


that the ſinner cannot but acknowledge the truth of the Goſ- 


pel, that Chriſt aloxe #s the way and the life, yet when this Chriſt 
is offered in all his zxoodnefle unto the (inner; Now unbelief 
riſeth up, and mightily ſtrives to keep off the ſinner : * I's true, 
that Chrilt is the Saviour of linners,as he is offered unto ſinners, 
bur not to ſuch; ſinners as you are,and bave been; you are not 
the finner-whom Chriſt means : The commiſſion of grace is 


not ſealed for you, the juſt God hath barred and excludes you, 


he hath revealed his wrath againſt you, for you were invited 
to come, and would not, your day is paſt; and whar fic- 
neſle is therein you for Chriſt ? your heart was never ſuffici» 
ently broken, and theſe deſires which you now have, they are 
bur iorced, and they look more at your (elf then Chriſt : And 
what warrant bave you to come # and what promiſe is held 
out to you? 3nd what ſtrength have you to come to Chriſt > 
O firs ! wonderful arethe workings of unbelief, and very pow- 
erful, and very apt to take with, and prevaile over a diſtreſſed 
ſinner ((uch an one asa thirſty (inner is) who when ke hath 
thoughts of coming to Chriſt, then unbclief lets our thoughts 
of diicouragement trom coming to Chriſt; and when he bath 
defires co come to Chriſt, then unbelief Jets out fears of com- 
ing to Chriſt, ſtill one thing or other is wanting, is out-reaſon- 
ing, is hindering, &c, 

3. The difficulty of beleeving : We come to Chriſt when 
we beleeve on Chriſt : coming and belceving are all one; come 
wnto me all ye that are beavie laden, Matth. 171. (that is) be- 
lzeve on me :and ler him that #4 atbirſt come, Rev. 22. (that 
is) let him beleeve; Him that comes 10-me I will in no wiſe 
rejedt, John 6. (chat is) him that beleeves on me, &c. Well, 
but it is 2 very difficuit thing for any ſinner to-believe on 
Chriſt, and much more for a thirſty ſinner ; youchink it is an 
eaſie matter to beleeve on Chriſt, becauſe you are ignorance 
and unexperienced, but really and experimentally ic is very 
difficult : And the difficulty ariſeth from three grounds or cau- 
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Chap. 2 ſo hardly perſe waded to come to Chriſt. 5 IF 


1. The exceeding greatneſſe of divine love and mercy: When The diſficulty of 
a perſon is made ſenlible of bis many and preat ſins, by which velicuing ari- 
he hath wronged and diſhonoured God , and now the Lord / + 
opers a throxe of grate , and mercy to him, and faith, for all ding -rcatneſſc 
this, lam willing to be reconciied ro you, Here is my Chriſt, of divine love, 


( that onely Saviour) for you, take him, he ſhall be yours; and 
all the ſinnes wherein you have walked, I will forgive them, e- 
very one of them, and I will never remember them againſt you 
any more, and I a1il ſancifie thar nature of yours, 1 will heale 
you, and I will bleſſe you with all bleſtings, and I will love you 
freely, and never tucne away from doing of you good ; Why, 
This cxceeding goodn:ſſe of God in Chriſt amazeth the poer 
ſianer; How can thes be? (aid Zacherias, Luk 1, So the poor 
ſinner which lies under the burden and guilt of his fins, How 
can this be? It cannot be that the Lord will be thus, and do all 
this for ſuch a wretch, an enemy 2s I have been unto him ? This 
is ſo unuſual a courſe of goodneſle, this is ſuch tranſcendent 19- 
ving-kindneſle ! this cannot be, iris too good to be true! If I 
had been a friznd, and a good ſervant, but this, bur all this for 
m2 who have been ſuch an enemy, and all this upon freeſt 
termes, without any more ado, to l,y huld on Chriſt, and all 
this mercy and ſalvation | No more but to thirſt, no more but 
ro open the doore ! Why, the very greatneſſe and freeneſle of 
mercy and grace make th: matter ſo incredible to a poor 


ſinner, From! 
2.T ke compaſſing or bringing ferth of thiz belrteving work a1 cur; 
purely ſupernatural: I conteſle that if there were a natural the work. 


power inthe ſinner to beleeve; if it were no more to beleeve 
on Chriſt,then co open the eye and ſec,to ſtretch out .the hand 
and receive, then the work were not difficult, becauſe we have 
a natural power to theſe acts, O but to beleeve hath no na- 
tural power in man, to bottome upon, or to grow upon, but 
it depends onely and altegether upon a power which is ſuper- 
natural; No man can come to me (iaith Chriſt, John 6. 48.) 
except the Father draW him: and na man can come unto me 


C [ I, 


except it be given him of the Father , verſe 65. you wonder 


that the thirſty ſinner who needs the waters, and unto whom 


the waters are brought and offered to him, and. he hath free 
; Bs leave 


be ſupeys 
Inejs of 


— 


IVby thirſty ſenners are hardly perſwaded Chap. 


— 


leave to drink of them, yet he ſtands weeping and trembling, 
and he cannot, and he dares not drink of the waters. The rea- 
ſon is, becauſe there is no coming unto, and no drinking of 
theſe waters without beleeving ; and belecving is notin our 
power ; it is the eff. & of ſupernatural power , and therefore 
although you ſee the Well of waters, and thirſt ro drink of 
chem, yet unlc(ſ: God give you a veſle], and gives you an hand 
co lee down that veſſe), and to bring up the waters, urleſſe he 
creates in you a poiwer to beleeve, you cannot come and make 
_ | uſe of the waters. 
From the inier® 2, Apain, another ground of the difficulty of beleeving or 
| angel? coming to Chriſt is this, the 7zrerpoſition , rhe altual Interpo- 
hearts, © ſitions of our own mi{ giving aud doubting bearts, even than, 
rhen we ſh1uld come and beiceve, when we ſhould come and 
drink of the waters. Now they break out, and now they be- 
ſer, and aſſault us, even when we are purpoling to take pollcls 
ſion, this is their time, this is their hour, and this is our hour 
of temptation, and darknefle, and confict, and trouble. Now 
che ſoul breaks aſunder with it ſelf, and thoughts rife againſt 
cheughts_ and arguments juſtle with arguments ; now we dit- 
pute and queſtion, and mike exceptions, and one wave follows 
another ; As when the mother is co be delivered of the child, 
there the paines and the throes come ;HTo when faith is formed 
* in us, and we come to beleeve indeed ; then do our fears and 
| doubts break forth, and even rent the foul in pieces : There be 
ſo many doors now to unlock, and ſo many objeRions now to 
anſwer, and ſo many divine arguments to be fided with , to 
pall down the ſtrong arguments 07 our troubled hearts, that 
it is exceeding difficul: co pzriwade ns to come to Chriſt, 
A. 4. A fouith reaſon why much 15 required to periwade even 
The iniangle» thirſty ſinners to come to the waters and drink, is rh: 2zran- 
wacrirs of Wea, glemeut of weak, faith, when one bath a perplix:d contience, 
$4459. and a perplexed faith (a-ſtrong ſenie of fin, and but a weake 
faich to beleeve) no marvel ir ſuch a one be not ealily perſwad- 
Then 4h 5; Ed tocom? any rake the waters, 
weak. © There are three things when faith is weak, 
The fout is dp: I. The ſoil tz wery apt to ſtagger ; to take hold , and 
oul ts apt 34 bg not ' p - Ee: - ea . 
29 ſtazger, co let So its hoid; like a little child who toliows, and qgiom 
alis; 
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Chap. 2. to come to Chriſt. 5 4. 


falls; ſo weak faith,it follows Chriſt, it is going out to Chriſt, 
like Petey, but it is ſinking; it is not ſo able to make its ground 
good : 1 beleeve, Lord help my unvelicf : it cannot fo tally 
maintaine the promifes, and encouragements of Chriſt, contra- 
ry waves put it back, . 

2, The weak believer 14 wery apt to be offended and diſ- eAnd to beof. 
corragrd: Alictle thing ſufficeth t5 make a little child to ſtand feudeds 
Nill and cry : He is more apt to live the life of ſenie. If any E 
new doubt breaks forth, or if any delay, if he doth not preſent- 
ly meet with what he expected, if a new ſcruple ariſe, if the 
Lord Chriſt puts but a new trial upon him, he thinks all is not 
right, Imay not come, Chriſt is not well-pleaſed with me: He 
holds up his love, and kindnefle, aad peace from me. | 

3. He zs apt to fide and take part With unbellef, and all 414 torake part 
that makes againſt b# coming to Chiiſt, to take part with ; with all that 
Firſt, threatnings, not with promiſes. Secondly, with puniſh- kes agzinſt 
ments, and not with rewards- Third!y, with denials, and not _——— "0 
with anſwers. Fourthly, with doubts and fears, and not with ** 
encouragements and hopes. 

$5. Thefifth and faſt reaſon why there is ( oft-times ) ſo o, 
much ado to perſwade thirſty ſinners ro come to the waters, The cunning 
#4 the buſie and cunning [nggeſtions of Satan : O ſaith Satan! /*8ge(brons of 
you come to Chriſt, and you drink of theſe precious waters, a> ©. 
las man | neither the one nor the oth+r do belong to thee! ; 

1, Remember your own 0/4 filthy laſts and linnings, and 0&jet. 1. - 
what think you hath God to ſay to you for them ? 

O ſaith the thirſty, I do with ſhame and ſorrow remember F«/. 
y ons, ph now] thirſt for Chriſt to cleanſe and waſh me from \, 
them. 

But remember your ſinnings againſ# (rift himſelf : your Objef, 2, 
many ſ\lightings and refuſals of him and of theſe waters ; the 
Law and Goſpel both have a controverfte with you, 

O faith the thirſty ſinner, I do remember theſe allo how un« F;7. 
kindly 1 have dealt with a Kinde and loving Chriſt ; and this 
makes me tO mourue when / look npen him Whom 1 have 
pierced. 

I, but remember your own /innings, whileſt you think that gbjeft, 3, 


of 


WS. 


Jou have been thirſting for Chriſh? 


5 6 
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Sol. 


Ovjef. 4, 


Sol, 


Of weaknejje, I confeile, but: willingly I would not of- 
ferd, | 

But you have 40 74ght at all to Chriſt, and what can you ſhew 
for which Chriſt ſhould be moved to look on you, and to give 
you no leff2 then the warer of life, living water , till and plea- 
lant and refreſhing waters? 

I can ſhew nothing, and I can bring notbing , but a poor- 


ditreſied needy thirſty foul, ail that I look for, I look for 


trom Chriſt, and 1 have his invitatiou, and I have his g90d 
word of promiſe, and that is envugh. ; 

(O) but you mu;t have ſtrength 79 com? , you muſt have faith 5 
and love, notwichſtandins 31i that Ch:iſt hath ſaid , you can 


- not beleevc? 


I cannot beJceve by my ovrn ſtrength , but I will go to the 
Father who drawes-to Chriſt, and 1 will pray to him that it may 
be given uaro me to beleeve, 

O but though you have prayed, and earneſtly ſought him, 
yet he anſwers you 110k , Wirh flrength 1% Jouv ſanies to beleeve M 
whic? is 2 ſure figne thathe incends not to give you faith , nor 
yetro giveyou Chrilt , nor any of theie waters by Chriſt. 

Neverth: lefle 1 will wait, and / will hearken what God the 
Lord will ſp:ahk,: He bath ſaid, Bleſſed are thiy that burger and 
thirſt after righreouſreſſe, for the) ſrall be filled. 

Yes, If youthirſted a:izhr, bur your thirſtings are not right 
thirftings , you had been anſwered ere this, had they been 
ſo. 

My thirſtings are right, I ſee my need of Chriſt, I have a 
promiſe ro enjoy Cliriit, and none but Chriſt will, or can, 
quench theſe thirſts, &c, 

Beloved , I do occaſionally putin theſe anſwers, to ſuccour 
and help the diſtreſſed Gnners ! Bur rhe very truth is, that it 
is a very hard work for the poor diſtreſſ-d finner alone , thus 
quickly toanſwer, and put by, and break through all theſe 
cunn ng and ſtrong temprations and ſuggeſtions of Satan, they 
will coit him many fears, and many teares, and many ſtrong 
cries and wreltlings fiſt; and now you fee the reaſons why 
ehere.is ſo much ado to perſwade, 
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Chap.? Cantions for thirſty ſenners, 


SECTI| VL 


: weſt. 
ow proceed unto the ſecond queſtion , what thiſty Snners Queſt. 
ſhould do that they may be able to come to the Waters and ſinners ſhould 
cio to be able io 
come 10 the 

41ers. 
Sol. 


Cautions for 


drink, 


1 Caut;ons. 
There aeg2 DireRions,which I would humbly preſent un- ® 


them for this ; 


You muſt take beed of your own [cluer, and that in two them. 


Pariiculars, 


Is 
t. Of your own ſtrength, Rely not on any power in your Take beed of 


ſelves to enable you to beleeve, or co come to Chriſt : for there J947 97 ſebves, 
Of your own 


ſtrength, 


7 no ſufficiency in your ſelves, That may truly be ſpoken to 
us concerning theſe waters, what the woman ſpake unto Chriſt, 
Fohn 4. 11. Thou ha nothing to draw With, and the Well un 
deep: unto you it 14 given to belteve, Phil. 1. 29. John 6, 29. 
Thy 1 the work of God, that ye beleeve on him Whom he 
bath ſent; The powey to come to Cirilt, is a power which is 
given ; it is not an inbred power of our own, but a power that 


is given, you are witbout ſtrength, As there are none of theſe ,_ 


waters in you ſo there is no ſelf—ſtrength or ſufficiencie in you 
20 drink of theſe waters. How much time and paines do we 
waſts to finde a ſtrengrhin our ſelves? Ic is but a fooliſh and 
vaine attempt and practice in any thirſty ſinner to ſtay his 
coming to Chriſt and the waters, until he himſelf can frame or 
forme in himſelf a ſtrength ro come to Chriſt :; Ir is impoſſible, 
for the altogeth r inſuffictent ſinner to be the author of ſpiritu- 
al life or ſtrength to his own ſoul. 


2. And of your own weakneſſe ; It is but the weakneſlſe of of your own 
weakneſie. 


your hearts (when Chriſt calls you to come) to caſt up feares, 
and doubrs and reaſonings, and diſputes: To put thoſe con- 
ditions on you which Chriſt never did put; and to preſcribe 
juch diſpolicions, and degrees, and times, which Chrift never 


. Preſcribed, your felf-counſtels, and your (c|f-reafonings, and 


your ſelf-orderings and [imitations are but as ſo many ſhackles, 

and fetters of bondage upon your hearts,entangling and hinders» 

ing of you from going out to Chriſt, The thirty tinnefs work 
I — 
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'  Cantions for Chap. 2 


”» 
The heed 
bearkning to 
S alan - 


3» 
Take heed of 
Judgius your 


is not to diſpute, but pray; Is not to conſult With fleſh and blood, 
but with Chriſt ; is not to hear what his fearful and doubting 
hearc will ing3eſt, bur to hearken what Chriit doth ſpeak and 


command and promile, 
2. You muſt take beed of hearkening unto Satan, who is a 


of furtherer to finne , but an hinaerer 70 C:rift. He is a 


T-cmpter, to ſinful wayes, but an adverſary, to Chriſt, and to 
the way of coming unto Chriſt, and he is called not onely an 
adveriary, but alſo a Deceiver, He is the great Deceiver of the 
whole world, and he is the great Deceiver of troubled 'and 
thirſty ſinners, To keep us ſti]] in our ſinful conditions, he de- 
ceives us with falſe pleaſures, and with falſe conjigences ; he 
feeds us with the delights of finne ; and hides from us the 
ſting and terrours of ſinne; he tecds us with preſum- 
ptions of mercy, but hides from us the wrath and certainty of 
Gods juſtice , and to keep us from coming to Chriſt, He de- 
ceives us with fa/ſe repreſentations, and falſe ſuggeſtions; as fore 
merly he hindred us from looking on fi:ne as jinve; ſo now 
he hinders us from looking o» Cir't as a Chriſt with- 
out compaſſion ;, Not as a Mediatour , without grace, without 
mercy without willingnefſe, withour freeneſle, to ſuch ſinners 
as we have becn: And ſo cunningly dath he colour, and in-- 
{inuate theſe ſuggeſtions,ns if Chriſt himſelf did thus ſpeak, and 
thus repreſent himſelf unto us: But beware of hearkning to this 
Deceiver, his hindring ſuggeſtions are quick, and ſtrong, and 
violent, and many times dreadful, even to make us deſpaire: By 
theſe you may know them , and befeech the Lord to keep you 
irom them, or elſe they wijl keep you from coming to Chriſt, 

3 Take beed of gdecidizg and judging yorr right and leave 
for coming to Chriit by your preſent {enſe or feeling, When 
your thirlty fouls are thi: king of coming to Chriſt, and to the 


71g9t by preſert the waters, you ſhall finde many contrarieties,and many diffi- 


ſence, 


culties, and many trials, and many irange workings in your 
own ſpirit, ſomet.mes the water may ſeeme neere, and ſome- 
etimes a far off; ſometimes fr:e and open, and ſometimes ſhut 
and (caled ; ſometimes running towards you, and ſometimes 
running from you; ſometimes your hearts are high, and ſome- 


times low; ſometimes. hopes to enjoy, and many times fears to 
| miſle; 
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Chap. 2, thirſt 'y ſenners, 5 9 


-—  — 


miſle; a light will be upon you, and darknefle will be upon 
you,one while many reaſons very evident for you that you may 
come, and another while no evident encoaragement at all, 
yez and perhaps nothing but diſcouragements altogether: A 
ſudden conviction of the greatneſſe of your ſins, of your un- 
worthineſle, of your excluſions, &c. Therefore by no meanes 
ſer up your own feelings as the rule, or as the ground of your 
coming to Chriſt; if you do, your ſhip will be under the 
commands of ſtormy winds , your feet will ſtick in the myre, 
you will roll up and down like the waves of the ſea, you will 
but weave Peneloprs webb, do and undo, come, and go back; 
your hopes will ſtill your fears,& your fears will pul down your 
hopes again. I may come, but 1 may not come to Chriſt : I will 
venture, O but I dare not venture:He will give me water of life, 
O but now I taſte of che water of death, and Chriſt will not 
quench my thirſt :XTherefore you muſt againſt all rcaſonings of 
ſence,ſtick to the invitation and to the offer, and tothe promiſe, 
4.T ak heed of ſpiritual jealouſirs and ſuſpitions: for theſe will 4, 
opprefſe and hinder your thirity ſouls from coming unto Chriſt, The hced of 
There are fix things (of which whiles you have j-aloufie {p 7tnal jealoa- 
and ſuſpicious choughcs) chey will aſſuredly keep you off irom ſees and ſuſpi- 
coming to the waters, 1, Of the goodnefle and kindnefle in pron thin 
Chriſt. 2. Of che fulneſle and ſufficiency in Chriſt. 3. Ofthe Fac cr 
intencion and purpoſe ot Chriſt, 4. Of che crach and fidelity jealows and (uſe 
of Chriſt, 5. Of the freeneſſe and graciouineſle of Chriſt 45, Of Pit70ns, 
the acceptance ard beneficence of Chriſt. 


> 


my thirſty ſoul doth need :orof the intewtion of Chriſt; Bur he 2 > fulneſſe 
means not my ſoul in all theſe proclimartions of goodneſſe and CO . 
mercy : Or of the trath of Chriſt, but he will not performe all this of Chriſt "x 
good of which he hath ſpok-n and promiled:or of the ſreeneſſe of Of the rrith of + 
Chriſt, but ſureiyhe ties me to harder conditions and ex. 7% 

pects ſomething, he will not part with theſe precious waters nn Perneſe 
upon ſuch eafte and grscious rerm:s; or of the acceptance of of = t 
Chriſt | If I ſhould come unto him, ſhould I be accept. aice ofChriſe. 
ed ? would heever cloſe with, and claſpe ſuch a ſinner , ſuch | 


8 3 41n 


/'.. , Chriſts merits. 


Dire&ions for 


enemy? I could hardly embrace ſuch a one with love and boun« 
ty; will Chriſt do it ? 

O chirſty ſinners ! Take heed of che fine threds of unbelief : 
Take heed of the modeſt andhumble ac of unbelief:Take heed 
of theſe injurious thoughts and jealouſies and fears of unbelief; 
The harder thoughts that you have of Chriſt, the ſtronger dil- 
couragements and impediments arecaſt upon you from coming 
unto Chriſt : And let chis ſuffice for the cautions. 

Now follows the dire&ions which we are to practice ; If we 


Chap. 2. 


Di;cAions, | . 
would indeed come to the waters and drink, And they are 
theſe, vizs 
I, You muſt balance all things together; diſcouragements and 


Pallance a encourage ments together: Arguments and arguments together; 
things 70321927. 57 1 mult conſider the one, and conſider the other ; weigh the 
one, and weigh the other; what will hinder, and what will 
furcher your coming unto Chriſt, put the one into one bal- 
lance, and put the other into the other ballance, Thereare 
eight things which thirſty finners ſhould thus ſet together. 
= I. All their ſiunes and Chriſts merits together ; O ſay 
Their fins 4"4 thirſty ſinners, here are ſo many lins, and ſuch great ſins,no wa- 
ter is able to waſh away the guilt of them, or to cleanſe us 
from them, and theſe hinder us from coming. I, but now ſet 
the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the merits of Chriſt together with 
theſe fins; T be blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth mw from all ſins, 
1 John 1.7. And if We confeſſe our ſinner, He # faithful and 
Juſt ro forgive us our finnts, and to cleanſe us from all wn» 
righteonſneſſe, verle 9. If you come to Chriit, all your ſins will 
be forgiven you. The Apoſtle ſpeaking of Beleevers in Chriſt, 
faith, that all rhezr rreſpaſſes are forgiven, Colloſ. 2. 13. Soin 
Afts 13.38. Throngh this man u preached unto you the for= 
giveneſſe of ſinnes ; and verſe 39. By him all that beleeve are 
juſtified: and Rom. 3.25. Him hath God ſet forth to be a pro- 
pitiation through faith in hu blood; To declare bs righteouſ- 
neſſe for the remiſſion of ſinnes that are paf?, The greatneſſe 
of your ſins ſhould not ſo much diſcourage you from coming 
to Chriſt, as the greatneſſe of Chriſts merits ſhould encourage 


E ight things 
they ſhould thus 
ſet rogether, 


you to come to Chriſt ;*7/here finne abounded , grace did much 


” nd 


more abound, R0m.5.20,\" - | 
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Chap: 2 thirſty fenners. 
2, All their diftreſſes and Chriſts ceompaſſions tegether + you 


are grieved, and you are troubled, you ace tender and broken« Their diſtreſſes 
and Chriſt s 


compaſſi02s% 


hearced, you fecl infirmities and anguiſhes in conſcience, and 
theſe make you afraid to come to Chriſt. I! But now ſet the. 
merciful compaſlions of Chriſt and all theſe cogether, Remem- 
ber that of the Apoſtle in Heb.q4.15. We have not un bigh Prieſt 
Who cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities , but 
was in all points tempted like a1 we are, yet Without ſinne : 
verſe 16, Let us therefore come toldly to the throne of grace, 
that We may obtaine mercy, and finde grace to help in time 
of need: You read of the bowels of Fe/us (hriſt, Phil. 1, S, 
There is none ſo pitiful to a diſtreſſed ſou), as Chriſt ; Ha Na- 
ture , is very full of mercy and pity ( He will not break the 
bruiſed reed) Ha office, is full of pity, He keeps the office 
of merciful compaſſions : He is He # anointed . to preach 
gooa tidings to the meek; and ſent ro binde up the broken- 
hearted, to proclaime liberty 10 the captives, and the opening of 
the priſon to them that are bound,and to comfort all that monrn, 


Iſa. 61.1, 2, Conſider ſeriouſly you thirſty finners, who are 


{o burdened, and broken, and preſied, and caſt down, here is 
jarge encouragement for you.to come to Chriſt ; There is mer- 
cifulneſſe.in him, compaſlion in him, bowelsia him; and as it 


is. zour duty, tocometo him,ſo it 4 b# office, to bind up.your 


hearts, and to comfort your hearts, and: to ſet you free from 
your bonds and burdens;Chriſt is the good Samaritan,the good 
Phyſician. 

3. All their wants and (hriſts fulneſſe together : Queſti- 
onlefle your ſpiritual wants are many ! What ſpiritual good is 
there which your fouls want not? you want all , you needall, 
you-have neither bread, nor drink, nor raimen!t, nos houſe;you 


gal, he ſpent all, and wanted all; I, bur ſaith he, rchere 72 
bread :10ngh in my fathers houſe, and to ſpare, Luke 15.17. 
So though there be an univerſal want with you, yet there is an 
univerſal fulneſſe.with Chriſt: There is light enough in the 
Sun, and water enough in the ſea; there is fulneſſe in Chriſt 
to ſupp'y all your wants; there are treaſures hid in Chriſt, and 


and 


Julneſſe. 


muſt be wholly ſet up again. It is with you, as with the Proti- 


unſearchable riches in Chriſt : Chriſt is that height, and depth, 


ee mm 


GI 
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3. 
Their want:, 
and Chriſt s 


DireGions for Chap.2 


ICE oe e— 


e0incjje, and 
Chrijts ſrcc- 
aeſſc, 


$107s, 


: Their unwor- 


I. 
Their deſires & 
Chriſts invita- 


and breadth, and length : He is the Zord of glory, He is the 
Lord of life ; He is the Prince of peace ; He is the Lord onr 
righteonſneſſe; He hath all for you, who need all, and can þ/ 
All in 44; whar ſpiritual good may you not finde in Chriſt, 


| juſtification in him, ſanEification from him , conſolation by 


him, ſalvation with him >yſo that if you weigh things toge- 
ther, there is {ti]| more in Chriſt co draw you to him, then 
there can be in your {elves to withdraw you from him, 

4. All their unworthineſſe, and Chriſts freeneſſe together : 
This is another thing which you inſiſt upon, as a diſcourages 
ment om coming to Chriſt ; We are unworthy ; Weare no- 
thing: Ve are worſe then nothing, We can bring nothing > 
There is no reaſon in us why Chriſt ſhould give us theſe preci- 
ous waters to drink 2 O but then conſider it well, that Chriſt zz 
a fountaine of living Waters, and waters flow freely from the 
fountaine : you cannot lay down a price for theſe waters, and 
therefore Chriſt bids you who are athirſt to come and. rake of 
the Waters of life freely, Rev. 22.17. Thou wouldeſt have aik- 
ed of him, and be would bave given thee living water, John 
4. Living water, and but for the asking ! Beloved, all your en. 
joyments are by Grace, you come by them freely ; the provi- 
ding of Chriſt was an a& of Grace; the giving of Chriſt was 
anact of Grace, the calling to Chriſt is an a& of Grace. 
All che good you have by Chriſt, are as of Gracegand then it 
will follow, that it is not your unworthineſſe, but ie is your 


worthinefle which is inconſiſtznt with Grace, Row.11.6. If by . 
- Grace , then it ts no more of works, otherwiſe Grace 1 u9 more 


Grace: And if it be of werks, then it it no more of Grace, 
otberwiſe work ts 10 more work: So then your own unwor- 
thineſſe is no diſcouragement if you do rightly conſider that 
the graciouſneſſe of Chriſt abundantly anſwers the unworthi- 
neſle in a ſinner, | 

5. They ſhould ſet their deſires and Chriſts wwvitations to« 
gether : you look on your deſires after Chriſt and the waters 
with a ſingle eye'; here are deſires indeed, but what of them ? 
Here are longings for Chriſt, but what of them? Verily ir is a 
great mercy to have ſuch longing deſires; and if with theſe 


you would caſt the eye alſo upon the invitation of Chriſt, there 


would 
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C hap. 2. | thirſt 'y ſonners. 


would appear a great encouragement for you to come to 
Chriſt and tothe waters. Chriſts invitations of you , begins, 
when theſe thirſty deſires begin ( Ho, every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to the Waters ) and his invitation is warrant enough. 
What a ſweet encouragement is it.toa repenting ſinner, that 
forgiving mercy mects him, as ſoone as ever he begins to re- 
pent? 1 ſaid 7 wonld confeſſe my tranſgyeſſions nnto the Lord 
(Plal. 32.5.) and thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my ſinnes : In 
like manner, what a ſurpailing encourag: ment ſhould this be 
unto a thirſty ſinner to come eo Chriſt, when, as ſoone as bis 
thirſty ſoul calls out for Chriſt, Chritt calls-vut unto his thirſty 
ſoul to come and drink of the wateis ? fo that now you ſhall 
finde the diſcouragements much overweighed by thee encou- 


ragements ; even the very thirſting may encourage you to - 


come : And Chriſts invitation, and call of you, doth encourage 
you to'come : Remember this one thing for your comfort, that 
when Chr:ſt once calls the poor ſinner by n2me , there all ex» 
ceptions and ſcruples are filenced, the way and accefle are 
_ on fafe tro come unto. Chriſt: upon the ſpecial call of 
Chriſt. 


6. They ſhould ſet their thirfings , 43nd the promiſes of rNeir thirftings 


Chrifs together : T confeſle that the very diſcovery of waters ,yy thepromiſes 
ſome encouragement to a thirſty perſon ; but an invitation tO xogether, 


come and drink, is a great encouragement, But yet a promiſe, 
that if he comes he ſhall not faile of waters, he ſhall be filled 
and fatiated : This is of all other the greateſt encouragement, 
If you who are thirſty finners did fully weigh this, me thinks 
ir ſhould over-poiſe all your dou>ting fears; you have to all 
the reſt a promiſe of being fiiled, and ſatisfied, if you do come 
unto the waters, You have a divine promiſe for this which 
is made up of peculiar goodnefſe and in'allible truth, you may 
not onely venture your life, bur alſo your very ſouls on a word 
s m_a from Chriſt who is the Amen ard faithful 1Wit- 
neſſe. 


7- They thould ſet their on weakneſſes and C hriſts ſtrength 


together ; You ſee your reed of theſe waters, and yet you VEOR a weak 
come not ; you know where they are,anJ yt youcome not; neſeand chriſts 
you kaow the preciouſneſle and bleVedn.fle of them, and yer ſtrength, 


you; 


6G. 


64. DireGtions for Chap. 2 
. you comenot, you-have a call co come, and leave co come, 
and yet you come not ! And what is the reaſon? O, we have 
no ſtrength of our own to come; and thus you thirft ſtill, and 
complaine ſti]], and hold oft ſtill. I, butthough you be weak, 
and cannot come by your 'own ſtrength, yer why do you not 
conſider Chriſt is ſtrong, though you be weak? yea, and when- 
ſoever Chriſt calls che chirſty finner ro come, if that thirſty ſin- 
ner will call on Chriſt, Cociſt who gives him a call , will alſo 
; ' | give him ſtrengch to come: This indeed would encourage 
your hearts to.come to the waters, if you did conſider that it 
| belongs ro Chriſt to give you power, as well as to /dew you fa- 
vour ; And that he is as ready to give the one as well as the 0- 
ther: And chat as he gives che waters freely, ſo he gives porrs 

er freely to-come and drink of them. 8 
8. 8 Laſtly, They ſhould ſer Satars objetions and Chriſts ans 
Satans objeH- rwers together : All chat Satan faith againſt your coming, and 
ons,and CDI 11] that Carift faith for yourcoming : As there is no temprati- 
on of Satan, but you may finde an anſwer for it in the Word-of 
God ; Sothere is-nv exception which Satan can make againſt 
the coming of a thirity tinner to Chriſt, but Chriſt bimſelf' can 
| furn:h you with his anſwers ſufficient to difperſe and ſilence it ; 
| 1 be invitation of you by Chriſt, and che promilcs of Chriſt,will 

ſerve to anſwer all, ; 


x $ 
> 24 9 ee I ee” Sine 


P: Object, You may not come faith Satan ! Thus you have been, and 
thus you are, no warrant have you to come. | 
Sul, Whar ſaith Chrilt > Ho, every one that thirſteth , come ye 


to the Waters: Satan faith you may not corne, but Chriſt ſaich 
you may come, aud a better and ſurer warrant you cannot have 
of coming unto Chriſt chen the expreſlely declared invitation 
and ca'l of Chriſt, 


Objct. If you do come you ſhall not ſpecd , you {hall not be ſup- 
plied. ſaith Sacan ! there is no water for you. 
Sol. What faitu -Chrift ? Jf any man thirſts let kim come unto 


of life freely Rev.22.17. 

And thus you. have heard the firſt direction what courſe 
thirty fiane:s fnould take that they may be able to come to the 
waters; Namely, a right ballanciog of diſcou:agements and 
En- 


ne, aud arink, John 7. 37 Tea, let bim take of the Rater of 
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Chap. 2 Dire&ions for thirſty ſunners. 65 
encouragements together: And yet notwithſtanding all this, 
perhaps thirſty ſinners are not able to come: Therefore in che 
ſecond place take another Direction, | 

2, If you who are chirſty ſinners would be able to come to 2, 
the waters ; Then ſtrive earneſtly with the Lord to work that Strive with th: 
work of faith in your hearts. | Lord 10 work 

Four things I would ſpeak concerning this Diredtion, 06s 

x. There is a nece{lity of faith for coming to theſe waters, py,s things i 

2, There is 3n efficacy in faich, which if you could attaine, it cerning this d;. 
would enable you to come, | rein, 

3. That God onely can workin you this work of faith, 

4. That if you carneſtiy {ſeek him for this coming faith, he 
will give it unto you. | 

Firſt, There t5 a neceſſity of faith for coming 1ut0 ( hiſt, Therc is 4 te 


ples, for natural atiors, (the eye cannot jee without a vilive C's 
principle; The hand cannot move without a moving principle; +. 11002 
The body cannot ſtrive without a living priaciple. ) So 
there is a neceſli:y of a ſupernatural principle, for aliſupernatn- 
ral aRions it is impoſſible to come to Chriſt, and to drink of 
the waters in and by him, without a ſupernatural priccip'e, and 
that principle 15 faith : rhis is that }1ving p:inciple by which you 
cometo the living Chriſt, and drink of his living waters : And 
no other principle have you wrought within you witreby to 
come unto union or communton with Chriſt, either to partake 
of him, or of any ſpirituzl good by him, buc faith, 

Secondly, if this fairh were wrought in you, it # of that 
efficacy that you wonula be able ro come 10 Chriſt ; for ET 
faith is wroughc by an Almighty pawer (no leſle goes us... + open 
ro the production of it) ſo where it is wrought, it hath a inigh- come. © 
ty power over the heart of 2 ſinner, that ic will lead up, and 
bring the heart to cloſe with Chriſt, agaiiſt all the power of 
bell, anc againſt all the powers of unbeiief. And in truth it is 
(if I may fo cxpreſſe my felf) the ve. y natural wirk of ſaith, 
the work which naturally it inclines unto, namely, to over« 

{way and encline the ſoul ro Chriſt, it is the ſpiricual bizs on the 
foul drawing us unto him. An invitation and a promiſe , and 
Chriſt himſelf, will ſway wich faith co draw it to them. 

K Third+.. 


There is an ofFi- 


hi 


. and unto the waters; As there 1s a neceſſi:y of natural priact- cefity of fiith + 
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 DireGions for Chap. 2 
gs Thirdly, nowe can give or work this faith in you but God, 
hs farh ork ho is the Father of lights, and from whom every good gift 
bit encly God. doth come, James I. 17, No man can come to me except the 
Father draw him, John 6. 46; - And therefore Beleewers ( as 
Beleevers) are ſaid to: be borne, not of blood, nor of the Wil 

of the fleſh, nor of the will of man,but of God, John 1,12, 13, 
 Andlaſtly, If the Lord be earneſtly ſought for tha faith, 
Tf we exrneſtly (which is onely his gift) He will aſſurealy give it : He will be 
ſeck bim for it, found of them that ſeek, bim, His promiſes are full, and clear, 
* ILL giveit. and certaine, both for the giving, and ſtrengthening of faith: 
| And therefore you-who are thirſty ſinners,and (at leaſt to your 
own apprehenfions) are deſtitute of faith, Get you to God and 
pour out your hearts before him: O Lord we need a Chriſt, 


=” 


— ———_—_— 


and all the good by Chriſt , our hearts do pant and long for -: 


him: come to him we.cannot without faith, and faith we can- + 
not have unleſſe we come to thee : Now Lord reveale thine - 
arme, put forth thine own ſtrength, giveus to beleeve, work - 
chine own work in us, and forus, draw us to Chriſt, and we 
ſhall run to Chriſt ; perſwade us that we may come, ſtrength. 
en us and we ſhall come ; make us willing, and then we ſhall 
be willing ; make us able, and then we (hall be able to cloſe * 
with Criſt, to truſt on Chriſt, to take hold on Chriſt , and. to 
Crink of all the waters by Chriſt.| Could we belteve,we ſhould 
come and taſte how good thy Chriſts is; how ſweet thy love 
is ; how pleaſant thy mercy is; /how comforting thy joy is ; 
how exceeding thy peace is ! O give us water orelſe our thirſty 

ſouls will die ; O give us faith to come to the waters, or elſe our 

thirſty fouls die | 

3. + 3, If you would be able to come tothe waters, pray for the 

Priy for 10 (31 Spirit of Chriſt : In this caſe allo it is true, 7e # the Spirie that 
"Hof Chriſt, quickneth. The Spirit of Chriſt, is the Spirit of life, and he is 
che Spirit of power, and heis the Spirit of /iberty ; Where the 

Spirit of the Lord us , there i: liberty, 2 (or. 3.17. Yea, he 

is the Spirit of faith , 2 Cor. 4. 1 3.* Before we enjoy the Spirit 

of Chriſt, we are in bondage unto Satan, and unto our own 
corruptions, and unto our own doubts and fears (we bave ſla- 

viſh thoughts of God, and fears of God); But where. the Spi. 
rit of the Lord &, there m (tberty ; the Spirit of Chriſt frees. 
_ | Us. 


Chap. 2, thirſly ſnners. 


- os from our ſpiritual bondage; frees us from the power of Satan, 
and luſts, and unbelief, and our laviſh fears : And beſides that, 
he gives us power and freedome tocome to God, and ro come 
ro Chriſt, to pray, and to beleeve, and to hold up communion, 
8&c. O pray for. this Spirit of Chriſt : He: is promiſed ofcen, 
Exch. 36.27. 1 will pmt my Spirit within you , and Lake 11. 
13. Your heavenly Father will give ha holy Spirit to them 
that aihe kim: You are now inpriſon and in (hackles, but get 
you that Spirit, the priſon daors would be opened, and. your 
chains would fall off, as Peters did, you would not bs hindred 
nor clog*d any longer with Satan or your own hearts, but you 
ſhould be freed from them, and made free to cowe, yea, to 
r4ynne to your Chriſt, after whom your hearts do ſo much 
chirſt. 

4, To theſe might be added , eftrendance upon the Lord, 4 
' and-patient waiting upon him in the uſe of his Ordinanceq, Aitend upon the 
antil heſends forth the Rod of by power, untill he makes his fh ge —" 
Name and the greatneſſe of his power known unto your ſouls: ,,,.., 
By theſe waters of the Ordinances doth God convey unto you 
. all your ſtrength to come and drink of thoſe waters. of life in 
* Chriſt : They are the Gl/aſſe, in which we behold the glory of 
the Lord (the glory of-his loving kindneſſe, the glory of his 
mercy, the glory of his grace, and all theſe are drawing. _ 

The Goſpel Ordinances are The Goſpel Or- 

I, Comforting Ordinances : they are a good word, they 47#4nces are 
- ſpeak good newes, they preach g1ad-tidings ro weatied and di- Comforting. 
itrefſed ſinners, | 

2. Clearing Ordinances : they clear off your darkneſſes ; 
and your millakes, and your adaend H.- expeRations, OP 
and ſhew you your intereſt in and title to Jeſus Chriſt, 

3. Perſwading Ordinances : They preſent unto you the ; 
grace of God in Chriſt with fuch fulneſſe, willingaedls, kind= _— 
nefle, freeneſſe, and earneſtneſſe, ſo that your hearts are over- 
come by them. | 

4. Communicating Ordinances : lively oracles indeed, the "OP 
do not onely reveal br offer, and —_— but alſo chey a -- 1" 
work and help your ſouls : By and through them doth the Spi- 
rit. of Chriſt effeually work on your wills implanting faith, 

| K 2 enabling 


DiveSlions for Chap. 2. 


enabling faith to cloſe with Chriſt, and to lay hold on 


| bim. 

| SECT. VII. 

| Deſt. 3+ Ow any uhirfly ſinner may kvow that be 2s come, and 
jj os thirſy hath indeed drank of theſe waters. 


- magf es Thcreare four things which will diſcover unto you, whether 


drank, of thee indeed you have drank of theſe watcrs, 


_ 


Waters, 1. If you have indeed drnnk of theſe waters, then you can 
Sol. tell their taſte, and of wnhat reliſh they have been With your 
I ſouls: As they who did eate 27anna, they knew the taſte of 


By the taſtc an1 it to- be like wafers made With honey , Exod. 16, 31. Or as 
i xa you bave avid ſpake, How (weet are thy words unto my taſte, ſweeter 
\ me than honey unte my month, Pal. 119. 103. Or as Solomon ipake : 
Ay ſorne , eate thow honey becauſe it 1s good, and the honey- 
comb Which 1s ſweet ro' the tafte, ſo ſhall the knowledge of 
wiſdome be unto thy (ou! when thou haſt fornd it , then there 
ſhall be a reward, &c. Prov.24.13, 14, Thus can the thirſty 
ſinner ſay experimentally when he hath come to Chriſt and 
drank of theſe waters;They were ſweet unco my taſte, they are 
indeed the waters of life, 2nd the Wells offalvation, and the 
breaſts of conſolation : Nothing elſe conld comfort, ſettle, an- 
ſwer,fatisfie my ſoul:7by words (laid Feremiah ch.1 5.16.) Were 
formd ,and I did eate them, and thy Word Was unto me the joy and 
rejoycing of mine heart, So when thirſty ſinners have drank of 
thelewaters, they can tell you of this taſte, they can tell you 

what a taſte the love of God hath; and what a taſte the merc 
of God' hath; and what a taſte the goodnefſe of God hath ; 
and what a taſte the blood of Chriſt hath : Other perſons may 
rell you Hiſtorically of theſe things : Bnt evperimentally none 
can but ſuch as have drack of theſe waters : Hs fruit was ſweet 
unto my taſte, Cant.2. 3. Hu month 1 moſt ſweet , yea he 22 
altogether lovely : This 14 my beloved, and thu is my friend, O 

daughters of Fernſalew, Cant.5.16, | 

2 2. If you have indeed drunk of theſe waters, T here will be 
4a aife 
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a diſreliſping of all other waters in compariſon of theſe. No By the dijrelifh 
an (faith Chriſt, Luke 5. 39.) having drunk old wine, ſtrait of all ther wa. 
way deſireth new , for he ſaith the ol4 i b:tter : So when you **: 
have drunk of theſe waters {of the peace. of the mercy, of the 

joy, and of the comfort in and by Chriſt) all earthly comfort:, 

and joyes, and Jelights, are-as noching toyou in compariſon of 
theſe : What Chriſt ſpake of his Charch, that may-the thirſty 

tjaner ſpeak of Chriſt, How much better 34 thy love then wine, 

Cant. 4.10, the ſatne the Church ſpeaks of Chriſt, {'azt. 1.2. 

Mark that paſſage of Pax! in Ga!. 6. 14, God forbid that I 
(hauld glory, ſave in the croſſe of our Lord feſns Chriſt by 
whom the World i crucified nxto me , avd I unto the world, 

He tound ſo much go0d, ſo much ſatisfaction, ſuch a fulneſſe, 

ſuch a ſweetneſle, ſuch an happinefle in Chriſt, as drowned all 

the world unto him , as crucified the world unto him : All - 
wordly things were deaded by them x You may read of Auſtin 

in his Confeſſions, that before he was brought in to Chriſt, how 
delightful his ſfinnes were unto him, and how pleaſing the 
eloquence of 7a«/y was unto him: But after he was brought 

ia to Carift, and had taſted of the poodneſle of God in Chriſt, 

the ſweetneſle of Chriſtdrovned ali thoſe finful delights, and 
humane delights. .1hechings of the world are great with us 
before we come to Chriſt, and caſte of his waters , bur after 

that we bave taſted how good the Lord tis, now we can fay as 
David, One day in thy Courts is better then a thouſand, and 

I bad rather be a door-k?eper in the hinſe of God, then to dwell 

in the tents of Wickedneſſe, Plal, 84,10. So, &c, Arſtin ſaid, 4 
If one drop of the joyes of heaven might fall into Hell, it would © 
droWn all the bitterneſſe in Hell ;, and it 1s as true, that the taſte of 

one drop of the grace and love of God in Ciriſt it drowns all 

the bitterneſle tn the toul,and ajl the {ſweernelle in the world. 

3. If you have indeed drunk of Chriſt, and of theſe waters BF 
you have chen found a longing deſire ro drink more of them. ©) * ging a[+, 
Theſe waters have a ſtrange vercuz in them, as they do [artzfie © 6 
your thirſts, ſo they do excrea/e your thirfts, they do never dull 
and take off your ſpiritual appetice , bu: they do ever quick- 
en and enlarge the ſame : conſider a few particulars for 


this, 
| That 


How a thirſty ſunner may know Chap.2 


That concerning Moſes, Exod. 33. 17. The Lord ſaid 
-wunto Moſes, Thou haſt found grace in my ſight, ana 1 know 
thee by name ; Was not this a- wonderful manifeſtation of 
the love of God unto Moſes ? did not this ſatisfie him > 
ſurely no, but rather ir raiſed his deſires, for through that 
Moſes ſaid to. God , werſe 18. 1 beſeech thee ſhew me thy 
glory ; That of the Church, in ('anr. 2. 3. 7 ſate downe 
under bis ſhadow with great deligbt, and hrs fruit Was ſweete 
unto my taſte. One would think that this might have ſa- 
tisfied the Church to enjoy ſuch a delightful, and fweete 
communion with Chriſt : But it did not *- It onely raiſed 
ſtronger and higher thoughts, for ( verſe 5.) He cries ont, 
ſtay me with flaggons, comfort me with apples , for 1 am fick. 
of love. She had taſted ſome drops of Chriſts love, and 
now ſhe craves for abundant manifeſtation of his love (ſay 
me with flaggons) and the experience of love made her ſich 
with love ( that is ) wrought in her a more vehement de- 
fire more fully to enjoy the preſcnce of Chriſts love. That 
of Panl.in Philip. 3. 12. 1 follow after if that I may ap« 
prehend that for which alſo I am apprehended of Chriſt Fe- 
ſis. (verſe 13.) 1 count not my ſelfe to have apprehended, 
But this one thing T ao, forgetting thoſe things which are bes 

hinge, and reaching forth unto thoſe things which are before. 

( verſe 14.) I preſſe towards the marke for the price of the 

high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſw, Marke the Apoſtle , he 

had attained to the Excefency of the knowledge of Chriſt , 

verſe 8. yet this did not fatisfie him , he ſtrives alſo for 

the Experimental knowledge of the efficacies of Feſus Chriſt : 

verſe 10. That 1 may know him and the porer of hu reſur- 

veftion ; yet this did not fatisfie him, but he proceeds yet 

farther; I follow# afier (verſe 12.) If that I may apprehend 

that for Which alſo 1 am apprehended of (briſt Jeſus, Nor 

yer did this fatisfie him, his defires riſe higher , and high- 

er, he preſieth forward for the price of the high calling of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, verſe 14. 

FY 4. If you have indeed drunk of theſe waters , then 

Py finding the you have ſound the wertue of them, There is a fouresſold 
verzue of zen yertue in theſe waters, 
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Cha P. 2. that he hath drunkof theſe waters, 


7 


——_— 


1. A quieting vertue : when we have drunk of the waters A quictng 
of juſtificaticn by Chriſt, our ſouls are now ar reſt, conſcience V**. 


is at reſt. Being juſtified by faith , we have peace With God 
through our Lord Jeſws Chriſt, Rom. 5. 1. and having peace 
with God, we have peace in conſcience : Indeed before that 
you are able by faith codrink of theſe waters, your conſcien- 
ces are full of fears, and troubles; ard anxieties , what (hall 
we do > what will become of us > How ſhall we appeare be- 
fore God ? and how ſhall we anſwer him? and will he ever 
be pacified ? But after that you have drunk of them, after that 
you have got Chriſt, and ſee your juſtification by his righteouf- 
neſſe, and finde your diſcharge and full remiſlion in his blood, 
and know that God is your reconciled God and Father in 
Chriſt, that he loves you freely, and hath received you gract- 
ouſly; O what peace, and joy, and reſt lowes from this, con- 
ſcience ceaſeth to trouble and accuſe ! Nay, it begins to ſpeak 
peace and comfort, and doth excuſe you. 7e rejozce #n God 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, having now received the ats 
tonement, Rom.5.11. 


2. A cleanſing and healing wvertne : Theſe waters 'can GO A cleanſing 23d 
that which no other waters cando: they can heale ſouls, and bealing uric, 


cleanſe ſouls : They cleanſe from all filthineſſe of fleſh and fpi- 
7it, You have had heretofore hard hearts, and proud hearts, 
and vaine hearts, and filthy hearts, and impatient hearts, and 
earthly hearts, &c. O! but when you come and drink of theſe 
waters, they will ſoften your hard hearcs, and they will humble 
your proud hearts, and they will purifie your filthy hearts, and 


hey will ſuddue and meeken your impatient hearts, and they 


willraiſe your hearts from earth to heaven, The more you 
taſte of: the love of God and mercy, and Chriſt, the greater 
joy will be in your hearts. There is an admirable vertue 


or power in theſe waters to quicken the-dead, to change. 


the ſinner, to alter the condition of the ſonl, &c. You 
may read all theſe vertues in Mary Magdalin, in Zachers, 
in thoſe in 4s 2, In Paxl,-in the 7aylonr, and the Corin- 
Shians, &G 


] 3 A. . 


How athirſty fonner may know | Chap. 2 


Verlue, 


[+ 
A ſupporting 
Veriue, 


3, A Frucifying vertue, when one is come to Chriſt, and 


y. 
A frudifjing hath drunk of thele waters, he is now like a tree planted by 


the rivers of waters, 1 am the Vine, ye are the branches : 
He that abideth in m?, and 1 in him, the ſame bringeth fortÞ 
much fruit, John 15. 5. In Rev. 22,7. There « 6 river of 
water of life ; and in verſe 2. on either fide the river there 
mas the tree of life which bare twelve manner of fruits, and 
yeelaed hu fruits every moneth + Jeſus Chriſt is a living root, 
and a fruitful root, ard « very one who is come to him, and par 
rakes of him, is a living Chriſtian, and a ifruictul Chriſtian : he 


- hath a fruicfal hearc, and a fruitful life; In Carr. 6.6, the Church 


1scomparedurito a flock, of ſheep which goes np from waſmng, 
whereof Every one beareth tYWving , and there #5 not any 9%e 
barren among them, Rom, 6. 2%, Being now made free from 
ſinne, ard become ſervants to God, you have your fruit unto 


holineſſe, chap. 7.4. Yon are marricd unto him who ts raiſed 


from the drad, that we ſhmald bring forth fruit unto God, 

4+ A ſuppirting verta. ; when you have drunk of theſe 
waters, they will uphold, and ſupport you under all your trizls, 
and Iofics, and wants, and aMiction, P/al. 23. 2. He leadeth 
me behinde the (till waters, verie 3, He reſtoreth my ſoul, He 
leades me in paths of righteauſneſſe ; verſe 4. Though 1 VYealte 
through the walley of the ſhadow of death , I w:# feare no 
evil , for thow art with me , thy rod and thy ſtaffe they com- 


fort mz, When a poor thirſty ſinner hath caſted how good che 


Lord is, when he hath drunk of the water of life, when te is 
come to theenjoyment of Chriſt, and mercy and love : why, 
gheſe are refreſhing ſatfaftions for the preſent, and theſe are 
ſupporting cordials for the future * This trouble is upon him, 
and tharafl:Aion is upon him, and that loſſe ; bur now, he 
can encourage himſelf in the Lord hi Ged : 1 will go to my 
God and Chriſt, and there I ſhall finde all: Bur now, he can 
comfort himfeif in Chriſt his Saviour; yer God loves me, yet 
my beloved is mine, and I am his; yet nothing ſhall be able to 
par me from the love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus my 
.ord, 
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Chap. 2 
| SECT VIII 


Third Uſe which I would make of this point , ſhall be Infiri#ions for 
of InſtruRion unto thirſty ſinners who are come to the /#Þ 45 have 
waters, and have now drunk ot the waters. _—_ yr aocje 
There are ſeven duties which do in a ſpeciat manner concern —_ 
'0U, 2 | 
1. You ſhould be very thankful ts your good God: your p, "52 40Y 
ſouls ſhould now bleſſe him who: hath epened ſuch Wells of fu. : 
ſalvation, and likewiſe who hath opened your hearts to come 
and drink of them : Beloved, God hath- ſhewed umo you (in 
this) an infinite mercy, 3nd an infinite power, and an infinite 
ooodneſle. It was z»finite mercy, to make you thirſty, and to 
prepare full waters for you being thirſty, Jt was infinite power, 
ro perſwade your hearts, to anſwer all your fears,to overthrow 
all impediments, to overcome your ſpirits, to work faith in 
you, and to ſtrengthen that faith, that ye were enabled to come 
co Chriſt and ro the waters : It was infizite goodneſſe, to an- 
ſwer and to fulfil thoſe great deſires of your ſouls, to ſatisfie 
all your longings;, to ſupply all your wants: O what mercy, 
what kindnefſe , what goodnefle is this, that your poor, un» 
worthy, needy diſtrefſed; craving thirſty ſouls, ſhould now en- 
joy.a Chriſt ! pardoning* mercy ! reconciled love ! juſtifying 
righteouſneſle | renewing grace ! peace in conſcience ! the joy 
of the holy.Ghoſt, and allurance of ſalvation ! Thar all your 
fears are ſilenced; that all your tears are removed ; that all_ 
you burdens are caſed ; that all your prayers are anſwered ; 
that God is now your God ; Chriſt your Chriſt, that your 
languiſhing fouls have taſted of, and are poſteſſed with the 
beſt of mercies, which God hath promiſed : your deſires have 
been very high ;, the waters very precious ;. your ſatisfaRions 
very ſweet; and your thagkfulnefſe ſhould be proportionable: 
it is impoſſible that any ſhould raſte 6f thefe waters , but his: 
foul muſt blefſe God for them : O blefſe your God, and praiſe 
him who hath farzfied yorr ſouls with goodnefſe 
2. Since God hath now broughe you co the waters, mate 
ſe of them, drink abundantly ; you cannot over-drink your 
. eh Pace; 
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John 14.12. 


«Quench your 
thi rſts daily, 


ſelves with theſe waters: Grace puts no reſtraint upon you, 
Cant. 5,1, Drink ye, drink, abundantly , O beloved, Pſa). $1, 
10. Open thy month Wide and I will fill it. Ephel. 5.18. But 
be filed with the Spirit -' Caſt up all. your wants, remember 
all your thirſts, all your ſpiritual good which your ſouls. did 
need ; And moreover confider all the reſt of your preſent 
wants: And being now come to Chriſt, and to the waters, 


fully ſatisfie your. fouls; all are yours, becauſe you are come to. 


Chriſt, and he is yours : your invitation-1s full-, and the pro- 
miſe is full, and Chriſt is full , and the waters are full; Let 
aot a little of Chrif, and a little of mercy , and a little 
of grace, and a little of comfort, ſatisfie you : drink anſ{wera- 
ble ro your wants, and thirſts :  As.the widow brought veſſel 
after veſſel to receive the ojle , wintill all Were. filled, ſo 
do you, multiply faith in the aQs thereof, renew it, enlarge ir, 
put forth aR after aR until every want of your ſouls be fully 
ſupplied. | The fountain is full, and you have full right ; your 
right is univerſal, you may claime, and you may enjoy all good 
as well as any one particular good.. Before you come to Chriſt 
you doubt of all, and when you are come to Chrift, 
you doubt of this or that good; but never diſtinguiſh where 
erace doth not diſtinguiſh : whatſoever je ſoall ache the Father 
#1 my name, he will give it unto you; aike ana you ſhall receive, 
that your joy may be full ſaith Chriſt, Zohn 16.24. Why ? every 
ſpiritual good is neceſſary for you, is promiſed to you, is open 
for you,and comes off with the ſame freeneſle,and willingneſle. 

3. Seeing that your thirſty ſouls are brought unto the wa- 
ters, therefore qu#ucb.your thirſts daily : every day you will 
finde thirſt, and every hos you ſhould quench your chirſts ; It 
is A truth chat no Chriſtian knows all. his wants at once , but 
ſome appear at one time, and fome at another time. Tempta- 
tions diſcover our wants, and Aﬀfigions diſcover our wants, 


and deſperations diſcover our wants, and the breaking oue of ' 


corruptions diſcover our wants, and the ſervices which we are 
to performe , diſcover our .wants : One day you ſhal! finde a 
a want of patience, another day of meekneſfle, another day of 
humility, another day of faith, another day of love, another 
day of heavenly-mindedneſle, another. of quickning and of 
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Chap.2: as have drunkof theſe waters 


ſofenings, or of ſupport, or of comfort ; and as you find Gat- 
ly wants, ſo make daily addreſſes : The fountaine runs every 
day, The goodneſſe of God endureth continually, Plal. $2.1. Fe- 
ſm (hriſt yeſterday and to day , and the [ame for ever, Heb. 
13.8. Ha mercies are renewed every mirning , and hu compaſſi» 
ons fail not, Lam. 3.22. 23, 

4. Strengthen youtfaith-: That is the veſſel to draw the 


waters, and the larger the veſſel is, it will take up the more wa- ,,, 
ter. Had you a larger Faith, you might have larger mea- 4th. 


ſures of Grace, and comfort : why do you complaine 2 why 
are you dejeRted ? The hand of the Lord is not ſhortned , and 
the grace of Chriſt is not ſtraitned ; but you are ſtraitned in 
your faith ; were your Faich encreaſed and enlarged,all would 
be encreaſed and enlarged. Yor have not (ſaith the Apoitle) 
becauſe you atke not : you aske and have not (lay I) becaule 
you beleeve not, you aske, and beleeve and have , bur then 
it is according to your faith; as you do beleeve, ſo you ſpeed; 
if you aske a little, and beleeve a lictie, you receive but a little 
If you aske for much, and beleeve much , you ſhall receive 
much; O ſtrengthen Faith; the more Faith, the more of the 
waters : had you more Faith, your returne would be ſpeedier, 
and fuller, your ſouls would be filled with Chriſt, and ſ{treogth, 
and comfort, were your Faith more enlarged. 

5. DiFruſt your God no more, and ſuſpect not your good 


came to Chriſt , 'you found the waters of life were given to 
you according to Chriſts promiſe, Now learn in future times 
not to hearken to your own hearts, but unto Chriſt : Not co 
hearken to Satan, but to Chriſt : Not to hearken to your own 
feeling, but to Chriſts promiſe : All is made good unto you 
which Chrift did promiſe to you : why, make this one uſe of 
tie experience of Chriſts promiſe fulfilled and made good unto 
you already: As to rejeRyour'own fears,and to truſt yourChriſt 
for ahy good which he promiſeth you. He told you heretofore 
that there were waters for thirſty ſinners,and bade you to come 
and you ſhould drink of them, though you feared much, and 


diſputed much, yet you found him good and true: A thouſand to 
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| Chriſt any more: O what fears, and doubts,and exceptions had ,,, 5 
"way" , r Diſtruſt your 
you when you were invited to theſe waters ? But yer when you G44 1, 1cvc. + 
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one but you have (ar. preſent) ſome ſpecial wants upon your 
ſouls, and alſo ſome ſpecial fears and doubts upon your ſouls. 
Andyou are doubting again, and queſtioning again ? But why - 
isit thus with you 2 Have you not a command from Chriſt ts 
make your requeſt known? and have you not a promiſe from 
Chriſt, that whatſoever you ake 33 kis Name be will do it; and 
have you not had e-vperiexce O' Chriſtian! thy Chriſt # no: 
Yea and Nay : and his pnomiſes are not Tea and Nay; Allthe 
promiſes are Yea and in him Amen, 2 Cor. 1.20, Therefore 
Sive no more way to thy diſtruſttul heart, but reſt on the Word 
of Chriſt ; thou haft tried ir, thou haſt found it a ſure Word, 
therefore fear no more, and diſpute no more; beleeve ſtill, and 
{till ſhalt thou finde waters for thy thirſty ſoul, 

6. 6. Help, and counſel, and comfort other poor thirſty ſinners, 
Help,counſele Who are fearfal and unihilful : Now you have found the way 
_ comfort other gg the waters, be pleaſed to ſhewthem the way to the waters - 
wnirſty funers, . 4, face anſwers to face,ſo do their hearts anſwer your hearts, and 

their wants anſwer your wants, their longings anſwer your 
longingsf, and their fears anſwer your fears, & their excepti« 
ons anſwer your exceptions, and their temptations anſwer your 
temptations O pity them as Chriſt pitied you and hefp them as 
Chriſt hath helped you ; lead them out of the wilderneſſe; di- 
ret them the right way to the land of promiſe; adviſe them 
againſt hope, to. beleeve in boje; Tell them what way you took, 
or rather what way God took with you,to bring yeu to Chriſt, 
and to drink of theſe living waters, &c. It is a great honour to 
help any, though but one ſtep towards Chriſt ; and it is a ſpe- 
cial duty on ail who have taſted the ſweeinefle of mercy, to 
dire& troubled and thirſty fianers how they may come and 
taſte of the ſame mercy, P/al. 66.16, Come and hear all ye 
that fear God, and T will declare what he hath done for my 
foul, 
7. For ever regard and prize the Miniſtry of the Goſpel ; 
when thou haſt eaten and art full, beWare that thon forget not 
gz, 16 Lord thy God, Dent. 8, 10, 11. So ſayT, when God hath 
"1 of1þ; brought you to the waters , and hath refreſhed your thirſty 
Geſpel. | ſouls, beware that you flight not the Goſpel, nor the Goſpel 


7 
Regard and 


miniſtrations :- It was the Miniſtry of the Goſpel which ſtayed 
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Chap. 2  InfiruGions for fuck bi 


up thy drooping ſoul ! which revealed Chriſt and the waters 
for thy thirſty ſoul, which. called, and invited, and encouraged 
thy perplexed ſoul ; by it fairh was wrought, to enable thy 
feeble ſoul to come and to drink of the waters which were un. 
to thee as life to the dead, as liberty to the captives, and as oile 
of gladneſſe to thy mourning heart. Now love the Goſpel, 
and honour the Goſpel, and encourage the Goſpel, ; Unleſſe 
the Law had, been my delight, I bad periſhed in my affliftion, 
ſaid David, Pſal. 119. 92. 1 will never forget thy precepts, for 
with them theu baft quiekned me, verſe 93. So had it not 


bzen for the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, thou hadiſt died for Chriſt 


(defire the ſincere milke of the Word; If ſa be you have taſt< 
ed that the Lord i graciow, 1 Pet. 2,243.) 


SECT. 1% 
Re thirſty ſinners invited tocome to the waters, and may 


been thirlty ſinners, now come to Chriſt and to the waters?and 
have you drunk of them > All that I have ro ſay untoyon, is, 
Be of good comfort , rejoyce and be exceeding glad: There are 
kve words of comfort which 1 would leave with you. 

I. You have taſted of as gracious love, as ever God ſhewed 
to poer ſinners ; God indeed hath loved you, his love hath been 
wonderful to your ſouls Fir came from his love, that your bearts 


2ere thus [et towards Chriſt , with ſuch apprehenſions of him, 7 <- 


and ſuch thirſting deſires after him, that Chriſt alone becomes 
the obje& of your hearts, that nothing in heaven orearth were 
ſo deſirable as Chrift : It came from his love to »phold theſe 
thirſtiags in you, againſt all your fears, and diſcouragements, 
and temptations : It came from his love that your ſouls at 
length were brought to Chriſt, that you were made willing 
and able to lay hold on him : It came from his exceeding love 
that you have taſted (in ſome meaſure) of all the waters of 
Chriſt ; That you are juſtified, that you are ſanRified, that you 
are refreſhed with the comforts of the holy Ghoſt : what is 
love, if this be not love ? and what is comfort, if this be not 
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every one of them come ? And are any of you who have Comfurr for 
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comfort, Brethren ! Judge of Gods love unto you by what he 
doth for your ſouls? an4 judge of Gods love and dealings to 
yourſouls by the reference of chem unto Chriſt! To bring a ſoal 
to Chriſt to give Chriſt ro you, and you to Chriſt, this is love, 
- the higheſt; che chiefcſt love. | Z 
ol (enter 2, The ſaving work #4 rightly wronght in you © and truly - 
work rightly to know thar,'s a ſingular comfort: God hath ſo carried on his 
wrought in you, oy of grace in you as he doth in all thoſe who-ſhall be 
aved. 

1. Hebath given you a ſight of your ſinnes, and a ſence of 
your wants, | 

2, He hath opened unto you the fountain of life, and the . 
ſtreams of living waters. [5 

3. He hath formed in youſtrong and continuing thirſtiogs 
after che fountain of living waters. 

4. He bath perſwaded and overcome your hearts, fo that 
upon his invitation and promiſes you are enabled by faith 
co come unto. Chriſt, who.is the onely water for a thirſty 
ſoul, | f 

5. And now being in Chriſt you have taſted, and you have 
drunk of theſe precious waters, Why ? This is the righe 
work of Gods grace on your fouls ; Thus it begins, thus 

i it goes on,and thus it ends When the work is a falſe work, 
is not as preſumptuous ſelf-deceivers periwade themſelves [2 
of Chriſt and of mercy ; But either they never had a right 3 
ſenſe of their ſouls condition, or they never thirlted for | 
Chriſt at all, or their thirſts were put aſide by ſome other 
thing then Chriſt : it is a real comfort to be brought to 
Chriſt, and it is an exceeding comfort to know that we 
are ina right way indeed brought to Chriſt. 

R 3. There is a ſure foundation laid for all your peace, and for 
bak. : ſore A your hopes : Beloved, remember it, that union with Chriſt, 
| foundation laid T+ 15 the oxely and ſure foundation of peace in conſcience : 
| fer af! yuur peace T hat peace growes on no root but. this, and on this it doth = 
| grow: Peace which depends on Chriſt whois our peace, who 5 
makes our peace, who juſtifies us, and reconciles us to the Fa- 2 
ther: This is true peace indeed, and ſuch a peace is your peace, = 
who thirſted for Chriſt, and arenow come to Chriſt, and have E 
taſted of mercy by Chriſt, | | 2. It 


—_—_ 
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2, Itis the ſure foundation of all your fature hopes : your And of all our 
ſouls have now a ſure and ſtedfaſt anchor : you mzy with bold» fuure hopes. 
neſle go to the throne of grace and mercy, for you are come to 
Chriſt who onely is our hope, and a full hope: Chri/? in you the 
hope of glory, C01.2.27. 

4. Tou never need to fear ſupplies : you are fully provided, 4, 
for-you are brought to the very fountain; to a living fountain, Tow never necd 
to a full fountain of living waters. Why 2 Chriſt is all , and to fear ſupplics. 
hath all, and all comes freely from him ſtill, and {till hath all 
the waters which a thirſty ſoul doth or can» need; and it is but 
to aske and have: what doth or can a ſoulnesd , which may 
not be ſupplied from Chriſt > and what will not Chriſt let out 
to every one who is come into Chriſt > What Chriſt 1s, he is 
to you, and what Chriſt hath, he bath for you;and what Chriſt 
hath to do as a Mediatour, he will do it for you : I Chriſt can 
find righteouſneſſe or forgivenefle, or loving-kindneſſes, or 
power againſt corruptions and temptations, or peace , Or 
{trength, yoa are ſure of all, becauſe you are ſure of Chriſt, 

5. T he ſoul lives for ever which drinkr of theſe waters : 

Our Saviour faith it, 3Y/4o/oever ſpall drink of the Water that 1 x,y, (,,1; fall 
fall give him , ſhall never thirſt. But the Water that 1 ſhall live far cyer, 
give kim, (hall be in him a Well of water ſpringing up unto 

etcrnal life, John 4. 14. Theſe waters come from heaven, and- 

theſe waters faile not till they bring you to heaven, = | 
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And he that hath no money come ye buy and eate. 


| Ou have heard ſomething of the invitation of 
22) thirſty ſinners, and now [ am to ſpeak fome- 
thing of the invitation of pooy empty ſinners 
( 'nd he that hath no money, come ye, buy and 
eate.) | 
The Propofition which off:rs it ſelf from the 
- ._ tex}, is this, 
That the pooreſt ſinner may come to Chriſt, ( And he that 


The pooreſt ſin #4th 10 money (Not any at all) Come ye,&c.) Marth. 11,5. The 
ners my come 0 poor have the Goſpel preached unto them, Luke 4.11. He hath 


appointed me to preach the Goſpel to the poor: And what is it 
to preach the Goſpel? Butto hold out Jeſus Chriſt and ſalvation 
in and by bim,to offer Chriſt, and to invite unto Chriſt, and to 
intreat and perſwade to come toChriſt,and this Goſpel is tobe 
preached to the poor, Lake 14. 20. Bring in hither the poor, 
ana the maimed , and the halt, and the blinde, Here are 
poor people indeed, who had neither eyes to ſee, nor feet to 
80, nor ſtrength to ſtirre, nor money co bring, yet ſaith Chriſt, 
bring them in, Rev.3« 17. Thou art Voretched, and miſerable, 
and poore, and blinde , and nahed, verſe 15, I connſel thee to 
buy of me gold tried in the fire , that thou mayeſt be rich, and 
White rayment, that thou mayeFt beclothed &c.The former verſe 
ſets Out poverty in all the perfections, or rather in all the extre- 
mities of it, lower then very rags, lower then all wants, even to 
wreechedneſſe and miſerableneſſe ; yet ſaith Chriſt to theſe,in 
the next verſe, / connſel thee 10 bny of me, &c, As if he ſhould 


ſay, 
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What meant by himthat bath no mony. St 


fay, Come to me and you may have all this poor condition 
belped , and ſypplied. . | 

There are only three Queſtions unto which I would ſpeak 
for the Il{uſtraction of this. 

1. What is meant here by him that hath no 
money. 

2, Why Jeſus Chriſt is pleaſed to fix his invitation on 
the pennileſſe (inner , If I may ſo phrafe it, rather then on 
other. 

3. How it may be demonſtrated that ſuch may come to 
Chriſt, 


SECT. & 


Hat is here meant , by him that hath no mony? 
| The words are (kite the former) Metaphorical, and 
25 thoſe rc{peRed the thirſts of the ſoule , ſo do theſe reſpe&t 
the /[ndigencies of the ſeul., The ſoul is in neceflity as well as 
the body: The min may have no money wherewith to buy 
food or rayment, and ſo the ſoul (inits kind) may have no 
mony to trade wichall , ro purchaſe the ſpirituall ſupplies of 
ics own ſpiritual wants; being thus taken in a ſpiritual ſenſe. 
There are five thin:s to be nnderftood by him that hath no 
mony. 
Every ſinner who is ſexſible and apprehenſive of bis ſpiritual 
miſeries and wants: of his many ſinnes, of his extream wret» 


; w O 
chedneſle by fin: and of his great wants and need of Chriſt and his pin ” 


mileries. 


and mercy and grace; every ſinner is reallyin want, and even 
he that thought he lacked nothing (what do I yet want) he wanted 
one tning , and tFac one thing was every thing; he that wants 
Chriſt , wants all; Burt the ſinner (whoin the Text) hath no 
mony, is one who is ſenſible of his ſfonl-wants : He is ſenſible 
of hisignorance , and that he wants knowledge, he is ſenfible 
of his hardyefle and that he wanrs a ſofc heart; heis ſenſible 
of his pride, and that he wants an humble heart; he is ſen- 
ſible of his uncleanneſs, and that he wants a cleanc heart; 
he 
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hz is ſeofible. of his wicked heart and ungodly life, and that 
he wants Jeſus Chriſt tro be his righreouſneſſe and 
Santfication and Redemption and-peace, &c. 
- 2, It is a finner whos aiterly deftitmte , utterly broken, nt« 
One utterly | ferly ftreicned in reſpeRt of himſelf, hath not one penny to 
deſtitute. help bimſelf under all his ſpiritual wants ; Is nothing, hath no- 
thing, and can do nothing ,. fa. 64. 6. We are all as an un- 
clean thing , avd all our Righteouſneſſes are as filiby ragge , 
Luk.t5.17. 4 periſh with hunger laid the Prodigal, Rom,7, 18. 
In me there dwells no good, 2 Cor,z.5, We are not ſufficient of 
our ſelves to think any thing as of onr ſelves, Lak 7.42. They 
had noth'ng to pay, This ſinner tath nothing of his own to 
live upon, he hath no ſtock atall, nor can he raiſe any ſtock 
of his own, nor can he lay down any thing at all, by way of 
merit or worthineſſe or cauſality to purchaſe, &c, O Lotd! 
ſaith he I am nothing, I am full of all wants, and empty of a!l 
ſtrength, I need all, and 1 can do nothing at all , my 1-- 
fo fiearuries, are equall with my weceſſities; There is Juſtice , 
which demands ſatisfaftion for all my ſinful debts; but I have 
nothing to pay, I cannot anſwer it, no, not, for one of a 
thouſand ; There is Chrift, who offers himſelf to anſwer for 
me, to become my ſurety , to get all diſcharged, if I will but 
beleeveon him ; but I have no power of mine own to come 
unto him , though I may have life and pardon and redemption 
by him. There is a f»ful heart to bechanged, and I ſhall nor 
ſee God unleſlt it be made holy, but alas, O Lord ! Iamno 
mere able co change mine own heart then Iam to- quicken and 
raiſe the dead. O Lord ! I have no money at allco pay for 
mercy, . for Chriſt, either to diſcharge the oid ſcore of my 
ſinful heart and life, or to ſet up a new ſtock of grace and 
obedience. 
3- He is the finner whoſe helps and hopes are altogether abroad, 
One who bety Not in himſelf but. in ſome other, As a poor man, who hath 
and bopes are Neither a bit of bread to eat, nor one tarthing to buy ; why 
| 1 gltogetber d- faith he,if rclief and help comes not from abroad I muſt ſtarve 
broad, and periſh : ſo is it wich the (inner who hath no mony , nor 
ability to help his needy and diſtreſſed ſoul ; why faith be, If 
there be not a Goa to ſhew mercy , If there be not a yg 
c 
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| Chap.3 * that hath no mony. 


—————— 


make peace, I muſt periſh in my wants and die in my linnes ; 
and therefore out he goes , and he enquires and hearkens, Is 
there no rich man who hath any thing togive to a poor man # 
Is there not a God who is rich in mercy to whom a poor miſe- 
rable ſinner may come pyls there not a Chriſt, who being rich 
became p7or , that they who are poor might be maae rich ; Is there 
no Covenant of life , but that of workes, Is there not 4 Corenant 
of grace , Is there not a throne of mercy and grace, a (ity of 
refuge for the diſtreſſed finner to flie unto, and to be received 
and ſecured : And at length he findes, that there is a God 
who is the Lord, merciful and gracious, abundant in goodneſſe © 
and truthyrich in mercy forgiving iniquity, Trauſgreſſion and ſinne, 
ſpewing mercy to thouſands. A Father co the fatherlefle , los 
ving freely,and receiving graciouſly, giving of a Chriſt, making 
him ro #us Wiſdome , righteanſneſſe, &c. 1,Cor.1, Anointing 
him to preach good-tydings , anointing him zo preach the Goſpel 
zo the poor , and to heal the broken-hearted oner, O faith the 
voor ſinner , here is the door which I muſt begat, and where 
[ muſt live;here is the houſe and here all my hope and help lies. 
I will go to my Father, tothis God , to this Chriſt muſt I go: 
There is no ſalvation for me but here, there is no /ife for me 
but here , no mercy but here, no ſupply but here, nothing for 
me but here, If my confidence can fix any where, itis here, 
ia Mercy, in Grace, in Chriſt. 


; ; 4. 

4. He isthe ſinner, who indeed doth make out for all his belp g,, w, | 
{rom abroad ; He hath nothing , I but yer he muſt get ſome- caſes ty 
ching : he of himſelf cannot ſupply his ſpiritual wants ; I but hp from a+ 

4 


he hath found out a merciful God, and a gracious Chriſt, ; 
whocan ſupply them; And be knowes that a poor begper may 
Sotoarich mans door for almes, and the poorer he is the 
ficter he is to be an object of reliefand charicy , and therefore a 
begging doth this poor {inner go. And to heaven-gates he 
goes , and begs and cries out {like the poor Pablican) God be 
merciful tome a ſinner, O Lord faith he, I have heard that 
mercy dwels with thee , that Grace is thy Throne and help 
and ſtrength are in thy dwellings , that thou art a God rich in 
mercy , and thy compaſſions are great, thou lookeſt on him 
who 1s poor and contrite; I beſeech thee look upon my poor 

M 2 diſtreſſed 
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| | To make known 
i bis Riches, 


What meant b y bin 


Fo 
One that begs 
in forma pau- 
PErISe 


diſtreſſed - miſerable ſoul: Never did any ſoul! more need 
mercy then my poor ſoul, O pitty, O' help, O ſave mefor 
thy mercies ſake, ſhew me mercy, or elſe J periſh. Miſery 
hathno relief but in mercy , and wants can have no ſupply but 
from fulneſſe, and the inſufficient finner can have no help bue 
inthe all-ſufficient God : here is miſery for thy mercy to re- 
lieve, here is want for thy fulneſſe to ſupply : here is 2 poor 
empty impotent inſufficient ſinner for thy all-ſufficient good- 
nefle to glorifie it ſelf vpon. 
$-. Theperſons (inthe text) who have no mony,is the fin« 
ner , who needes and lookes out, and goes out and begs in for- 
ma pauperis , judging himſelf unworthy of the leaſt of mercies, 
of the crumbes that fall from the maſters Tables,and to receive 
all as meere almes. He utterly diſclaimes any ground or cauſe 
of enjeying any thing in himſelf > 7 am not worthy to be called 
tby ſonne,ſaid the poor Prodigal, Luk.is, O ſhew mercy for 
mercies ſake. If a ſinner wants all,and yerthinks he can deſerve 
ſomething from God , he is not one who hath no mony : who- 
ſoever is able to purchaſe mercy and grace, he is very rich, 
The poor ſinner is one who wants all ſpiritual good and begs, 
for all ſpiritual good , and acknowledgeth that all the reafon 


' or cauſe of all that good is only in a good Gd, and a good 


| Ouef-3 


Why Chriſt iu« 
wvites thoſe who 


j bave no m0? |offe. 
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SECTIE 
WW HY Chriſt :s pleaſed to fix an invitation wpon thoſe ſinners 


Who have no mony, who are altogether in miſerics 
and wants, who. are in. themſelves helpleſle and worth- 


Is Chriſti, 
There are reaſons for-this; ex parte | 

2. Noſirs. 
Ex-parte Chriſti. InreſpeFt of Chrift , he invites poor empty. 


_ indigent (inners. 


1 .Becauſe hereby he Would make known What riches and trea- 
- Po ſares 


Chap.3 
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Chap. 3 that hath no money. 
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ſures of grace are 11 himſelf , that there is A fulneſſe in himſelf, 
a plenteous redemption in himſelf ; that he is able to ſave ro the 
wimoſt all that come wnto bim : You may judge of the riches in 
Chriſt by the poverty and wants in a finner ; you do not i- 
magine what a poor. miſerable creature every ſinner is, nor 
how much muſt be iſſued and layd out by Chriſt to repair and 
ſupply-and ſet up any one poor ſinner. If you did ſurvey the 
ſinners condition., how many thouſand ſinnes he is guilty of , 
bow many thouſand talents he owes; how many leveral fin- 
ful corruptions and loathſome Ciſcaſes are within him, and 


how much mercy , #nd how much grace, and what a kind of 
ſatisfation 3nd redemption is neceſſary for him, youwould' 
ſay that Chriſt muſt be a rich Chriſt , a full Chriſt who is 


able to take away. every one of thoſe ſinnes,. and to 
finde every one of thoſe graces, and to provide every 
one of thoſe comforts for the poor ſinner ; Shall the flocks and 
the heards be ſl1in for them to ſu fice them? or ſhall all the fiſh of the 
Sea be gathered together for them ta ſuſfice them? ſaid Moſes to 
Ged when the Iſracliteswere in ſome want for meat, Numb: 
11,22, Oburtifall the creatures in heaven and earch ſhould 
be gathered rogether,they were not ſufficient to ſupply any one 
want inthe ſoul of a poor ſinner :%every want of the foul hath 
a kind of infiniteneſſe init, 3nd cannot be ſupplied but by one 
who hath an infiniteneſſe in him: and for this reaſon doth 


. Chriſt invite the pooreſt ſinner to come to him, that he might 


make known the hight and depth and breath and length, the in- 
comprehenſible fulneſſe that is in himſelf ,which can ſupply and! 
fill up all. the wants which lie upon the ſou} of poor (inners. 


2, Becauſe hereby he Would make known the freentſſe or gras. | 
ciouſneſſe of the ſinners ſaluation ; that we are ſaved by grace To make known © 
(that i» the ages ro come he might ſew the exceeding riches of his = 7 wg of: 


grace in-his kindneſſe towards ns through Chriſt Feſws.) For by 
grace are ye ſaved through faith , and that not of workes, &c, 


Epbeſ.2.7.8.9. XA poor linner (who hath no mony) is the very. 


objec of meer grace , if ever ſuch a one be ſaved, he muſt be 


ſaved by grace. For he hath nothing at all of his own, and. 


can bring and pretend nothing in the world for or from him- 


2 


ſelf : he cannot ſay have been good, or I have. done good, or 
A I : 
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Why Chriſt inwvites Chap. 3 


I can bring any good , or I do deſerve good > No No? he 
hath no mony, and therefore if he hath Chriſt , and if he hath 
mercy and if ever he be ſaved, all is grace, and meer grace unto 
him, v-1f Chriſt ſhould bave invited the ich, the fu//, the 
righteout , the ſelf-ſufficient : this would have raiſed an opinion 
ot ſomething in our ſelves of ſome reaſon of mercy in our ſelves, 
But when he invites him that hath no mony a poor miſerable 
worthleſle ſinner, this ſhewes that the ſinners ſalvation is all of 
race. 

« 3. Becauſe hereby he would make known to us the way of 
faith and neceſſity of beleeving for life and help and ſalvation : 
No living at home , we muſt abroad , we muſt ro our Fathers 
houſe Y when Adam was rich and full then life was to be had 
by workes: he had a ſelf-ſtock of righteouſneſle to rely upon + 
But when Adam fell and became poor when he had loſt his 
ſtock, and fell into want; Now if he would be ſaved he muſt 
believe, he muſt no longer depend on himſelf, but on Chriſt, 
And therefore doth Chriſt call and invite poor finners to come 
wnto him , that ſinners may know that they are ſaved, &y faith 
and not by workes : not by any thing of their own, but by be- 
lieving, by going out of themſelves unto Jeſus Chriſt : what 
bath the poor finner of his own to relie upon , to preſerve his 
life, who hath no mony at all? why then he muſt by faith 
make out to Chriſt or elſe his ſoul is loſt , he muſt to ſhore, 
for the (hip is ſplit. 

2. Ex parte noftri : In reſpe& of poor indigent ſinners thern- 
ſelves,theſe he invites and none others. 

1, Becauſe theſe will g/orifie grace and none others will do 
ſo:3a proud ſelf-conceited fooliſhful ſinner, will not be be- 
holding to Gods grace, nor will not come and beg at the 
door, and confeſle his need and his unworthinefſe : he hath 
enough at home , of his own unto which he truſts. O but when 


aſinneris made poor , when he ſeeth that he muſt periſh unleſs 


he bath Chriſt, that he hath no mony of his own : that if ever 
he be ſaved it muſt be of meer mercy : O Lord faith he, Iam 
contented , let grace have all che glory,and mercy have all the 


'glory, give me mercy for mercies ſake , and Chriſt for Chriſts 


lake. 
2, Becauſe 


Chap. 3 * "Tadigent ſonners. & 


2. Becauſe theſe do prize grace and mercy, and earneſtly Theſe will 
long and cry out for, them: plenty is nothing to a fall P77 grace and 
ſtomack , but to the hungry, a bir of bread is ſomething ; *"7* 
how do the poor hungry ſtarving perſons , cry out for bread ? 

Chriſt is no Chriſt , no Saviour, no excellency , no piouſneſs, 

to ſelf-righteous and ſelf-ſufficient ſinners: O but to a poor 

| ſinner who feeles his ſpiritual miſeries and wants' Chriſt is 

| Chriſt, he is prized by him and longed for by him ; and 

! therefore doth Chriſt invite ſuch , b:cauſe Chriſt will give 
himſelf to all that prize him, and to all that thirſt for 
him, ""F" 

3. Becauſe theſe poor ſinners, will bleſſe God for a Chriſt , nn 

and for mercy, and for help, A poor man thar is ready to Cbri#. 
ſtarve will bleſſe you, and thank you be it but for a pen» 
ny or 2 Piece of bread : O a poor ſinner ! If ever he can 

* ger Chriſt, and if ever he can obtaine. mercy, and if 

# ever he findes his ſoule-wants to be ſupplied by Grace , 

he falls down, and wonders, and magnifies the grace of Gol ! 

Who am 1 ? and no God like this God, Theſe will 

4. Becauſe theſe poor ſinners, will hearken to Chriſt , hearſer 19 
and come to Chriſt ; others will ſtand off, and flight Chr:, 
him : though we tell them that they need mercy and 
/ mercy is to be had by Chriſt, yet they will not come 
5 to Chriſts door , nor to Chriſts doale : As when you 
: tell Rich men of a doale , they regard it not , they go 
not; bur tell a company of poor Indigent perſons of it, 
they are glad, and they runne preſently to the door, and 
ſay, give me ſomerhing. &c. \/ So rich ſinners will not hearken \/ 
to Chriſts invitation , O but a-poor ſinner will. I 


— 


SECT. 3. Quep. 3. 
Arguments t0 
HY" may it appear , tat the pooreſt ſinner may come to prove , that the 
(Criſt > may lay hold on him , miy enjoy him, and all 997 Srner 
ſpir:tual-good by him ? my come ts 


Beſides the invitation here inthe Text ( which were enough mh 
| =—_- 


— 


FEET 


png 


88 


Arguments to-prove that the Chap. 3 


To 


.. -xoclear the tiuth) chere are four arguments to demonſtrate ir, 


I. Zeſus Chriſt #« a gift : God. /a loved the world that be 


- Feſus Chriſt is gave hu onely begotten Son,&c, John 3.16. If thow kneweſt the 


Fo 


geft of God, John 4. 10. He is the great gift of love, and mer- 
cy; unto ſinners, And therefore the poor muſt put in for him : 
If a rich man ſhould give ten thouſand pounds unto the poore 


of ſuchaCity ; Why > any one that is poor in the City might 


pat in for a ſhare: God who.is rich in mercy, and preat in 
compaſſions, hath ſent his Sonne into the world that we may 
live through him ;\/He hath given his Sonne Jeſus Chriſt to ſave 
ſinners, poor miſerable loſt finners, and therefore any poor 
ſinner may come to him, may beleeve on him. | 

2: Feſm (hriſt bath all, though yow have nothing : and 
He is to give all, and to bring all to the ſinner, and expeRs no- 


"bri | 
Fol, all though thing from a poor ſinner, but come and receive; and there- 


-wc have nothing fore though you be never ſo poor, you may come to him{There 


x. 


is a double work betwixt Chriſt and the ſinner, there is Chriſt s 
work , and there is your work : ('kriſts Work, is to finde and 
give alt, and the finners work, is tO receive and rakg al. 
When a poor man begs of you, you do not expe@ that he 
ſhould bring you money, but he <xpeRs that you ſhould 


finde and give him money, The giving Work is Chriſts - 


work , 1t.is his work to give all; to give himſelf, co give his 
blood, to give his right@ouſneſle, to give his Spirit, ro give for- 
giveneſſe, to give peace, to give life, to give eternal life. And 
the receiving work , 4s your work: to receive Chriſt, and all 
from Chriſt, this is your work; The poor 1s not to find for the 
rich, but the rich is to finde for the poor : you are not ro brirg 
any thing to Chrift, but Chriſt is to bring atl to you :YHence it 
is that you read of that we are redeemed by Chriſt, and juſti- 
fied by Chriſt, and ſanftified by ('riſt, and ſaved by Chriſt: 
The aRive part is Chrifts, the paſlive part is ours: He findes 

the redemption and the righreouſnes,and che holineſſe,and the 
reconciliation, &c.we are butto receive it;Nothirgelte is impo- 

fed on us:Now tf it lies on Chriſts part to finde all thetreaſure; 
and to give all the money, what ſhould hinJer the pooreſt fin- 

ner but that he may.come to Chriſt to receive all from Chriſt? 

3. As Chriſt is the giver of all, and ye onely the receivers; 


- Chap.3: {proreſt ſinners may come ro Chriſt, 89 
ſo the manner of bis giving # ſuch that the pooreſt ſimmer wy oth 

+ not onely not. excluded, but clearly encouraged #9 come wnto | fo 
him:even in the way of giving there maybe ſuch clogging COn- ye poor ro come 

ditions, and diſtinguiſhing limitations, that many'poor perſons 7 chriſt , for 

are thereby ſhut our from partaking in the good which'is to 

be given : But there is no fuch thing here, *cwixt Chrifts giving | 

and the poor ſinners receiving: for The termes of 
I. The termes of Chriſt are altogether graciow : All your (þ,;4 ;- une. 

communions with him are by grace, therefore we are ſaid to gether graciou, 


| be ſaved by grace; becauſe whatſoever enjoyment is neceſſa- 
2 ry for our ſalvation, the ſame becomes ours meerly by grace, 
% and free favour : and ſurely to give freely (meerely from rea- 
L ſons in our own goodneſle) is that which makes the way moſt 
ve open for the pooreſt perſon to come and receive. The condition 


2. That very condition which veſts on ws to enjoy Chriſt on our part is 
: and all the good in Chriſt , is none other but Faith : which faith 
\ | Faith doth break down all confidence in our ſelves, and re- 
- nouaceth all our own trighteoufneſſe; and the work of it is, 
; for going to Chriſt, and a receiving of him, and a rceiving of 


a. all good from him. | "ge Cris 

I K % . - nf "Wy a : 8 7 

2 4» Jeſus Chriſt neither ' will nor can be ours until we F 1 5-4 hp pIY 
4 that we have no money of our own: until we acknowledge ;;1 we become 


our ſelves utterly broken, deſtitute, miſerable, and to ſtand in por, 
need of all helps from him alone. 


- 1} N He canuot elſe + 
E I, He cannot elſe be ours: for Ne cannot be a Saviour to jy, urs. { 
"Y Saviours, but to ſinners; He cannot be a Pby/ician to the whole, 


but to the /7c% : He cannot fill the full, but the empty : you are 
not an obje& tor Chriſts pity and compaſſions, and mercie and 


;J help if you be whole and rich, and fell, and a ſufficiencie to 
Ws your ſelves. When he was anointed, as he was then ſet apart, 
LEH © - . -. bd 

, and filled with all gifts belonging to the office of a Mediatour, 
b ſo his Commiſſion, with that anointing was to ſave them that 
_ were loF, to binde wp rbe broken-hearted, to proclaime liber- 
E- ty to the captives, and the opening of the priſon to them that 
 _ are bound, cc, Now Chriſt cannot vary nor alter his Com- 


miſſion, = 
2. He Will not be ours unleſſe we be thus: Tf you have no ;;. wit 
wants on'your ſouls, orif you have a ſufficiencie in you to eur, 
N 


ſupply - 


gt 3e 


| EET 


90 Arguments to perſwade us to try Chap.3 


TR __—_—_—_ 


ſupply your wants - As you will havenothing todo with:Chriſt, 
ſo Chriſt will have nothing to do with you, for Chriſt will ne- 
ver deny himſelf, to he the onely Saviourof finners, will never 
reverſe the new and-living way of ſaving ſinners by grace : 
will never cut. off. the ſinners dependance- on: mercy; will 
never fruſtrate his own death-and purchaſe : will never aboliſh 
the everlaſting Goſpel: will never revive the Covenant of 
works: will never receive a wretched. ſinner to glory in him- 
{e}f, but onely in the Lord, &c, 


SECT. IV... 


Uſe 1 F TJ Ave the pooreſt ſinners an invitation to come to-Chriit; 
; 'Kmay they (Who have no money) come and buy? May 
the needy, deſtiture, deſolate ſelf-empty, ſelf-inſufficient, ſelf. 
unworthy ſinners come ? Is the door open to them ? Ts the 
golden Scepter held out to them 2 Is there a gracious invitation 
held out unto them ?.. | | 
Try our. ſelves Then in the firſt place let us ery andexamine our ſelves whe- 
wherber this be cher 1þ55 be our condition, whether we be the perſons who (in 
Sur $0D43H0N. A ſpiricual ſenſe) bave no money at all > whether ever ſuch a 
* | Fpiricual conviRtion hath fallen upon our ſouls to diſcover our 
emptinefſe, our nothingneſle, our ſelf-helpleſneſle, and experi- 
mentally to cry out ( after ſave m or elſe we periſhs In us 
' there dwells no good thing : we are poor and needy, and with- 
out ſtrength, | 
Give me favour for this to preſent unto you, 
1, Some Arguments to try your ſelves herein. | 
2, Some Evidences by which you may plainly know that you 
are the perſons, | 
Arguments 16 -, Thereare five Arguraents why I would. perſwade you unto 
perſwade 10 this this ſearch, | 
. 8rial. | I. Chrift calls .no ſinners to himſelf -but ſuch: He calls not 
TI, the 7/, but the hwngry; not the proud, but.the humble ; 
Chrift calls 29 not the rich , but the poor ; not the whole, but the /ck ; nor 
Fey ey © the 75ghteous, but the ſinners; not the free, but the captives: 
' but the broken hearted, but the miſerable , but the needy ; Un- 
| cill 
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Chap.3 whether we be ſpiritually poor. on 


rill-you ſee your miſery, the Law is to.call: upon you, The 
work of the Law is to revive ſinne, and to kill the finer: And 
when the Law hath killed you, or rather all lofty imaginations 
in-you, and ſelf-confidence in you, and ſeit-ſufficiencies in you; 
Then the Goſpel calls upon you and tells you, there is /jfe for 

the dead, deliverance for captives, help.tor the helgleſſe,and rich- 

es for him that hath 19 money :\I know no Goſpel call, nor \ 
rewes of mercy, no hopes of help, until we be brought into a 


" ſpiritual, needy, and diſtreſſed condition : How vaine were it 


ro offer help, when there is no want, or to preſent him with 
mercy, who never yet felt his miſery. : 

"2: Few ſinners, very few, are under a ſenſible Want: A 7, 
rightly ſenſible want : Every man is ſenſible of bis bodily wants" Few ſinners are 
{one wants health, another wants food , another wants ray- under a ſcnfible 

' ment , and another wants friends and counſ:), &c.) But who 

wants Chriſt, and Grace? who is ſenſible of his ſpiricual 

wants, and of -his. own inſufficiency to ſupply theſe ſpiritual 

wants? | 

There are ſix things which are contrary to the ſinners right $;,. rhinge: ove 


| ſenſe of his ſpiricual wants and emprineſle, contrary 10 it. 


I. Unacquaintedneſſe. 2, Fulncſſe. 3, Quietneſſe. 4, Care» 
leſnefle. 5, Self-undertaking. 6, Strangenefle with God. 

I. Unacquaintedneſſe with God! Word, and with our ovne Hnacquainted- 
ktart: The Word of God deſcribes the true eſtate of every neſe with Gods 


1inner, how vile and loſt, and miſerable, and wretched, and na- #4 and ogr 


ked itis ; and an experimental featch into our own hearts, dif> "Parts, 

covers us plainly to be what the Word deſcribes ns to be. By 

this ewofoid light ( the dire light of the Word, and the ve- 

flexive light of conſcience) we come to Tee and' feele all our 

ſouls miſeries and wants: O, but how few are acquainted with 

the one or with the other ? Not one of a thouſand who ever 

Jookt over himſelf in the Glaſle of the Law, or who ever ctudi- 

ed his own conſcience. thereby to. repreſent unto himſelf the 

true ſtate of himſelf; Nay, generally:men will not endure the 

&;ſcovering light of the one or of the other, how then can they 

be ſenſible of cheirſouls wants aright > 

2. Fulneſſe: An opinion of our own ſpiritual fulneſſe, this F #lneſſe 

is unqueſtionably-contrary unto a right ſenſe of our ſpiritual ; 
N 2 wants : 
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wants : yet how. many. are thus conceited of their own ſpiri- 
tual fulneſſe > Solamon ſpeaks of a fall ſoul Which loaths the 
honez-comb, Prov. 27.7. The. Prophet Hoſea 12. 8, brings out 
Ephraim, thus. vaunting, Ephraim {aid yet 1 am become rich, 
1 bave found we. out ſubſtance, in all my labours they ſhall 
finde none iniquity in me, Our Saviour tells us of. 99. juſ 


perſons. that need no. repentance, (Luke 11. 7.) which ſurely is 


meant of the Phar;/ees, who thought themſelves to be righte- 
ous : That. young man, who demanded, what lack 7 yet? had 
a ſtrong opinion of his own fulncſle; Ani ſo had LZaodicea, 
who faid ſhe was rich,-and increaſed, and. had need of nothing. 
I will not ſpeak of the Papiſtsy, who teach a merit of conpra- 
3ty.in men, who yet have no-grace.: And a merit of condrgni« 
zy in ſuch as have attained to-grace ; ſurely theſe are not they 
inthe Text, who have no money, who can buy their works, buy 
all grace, and 31l forgiveneſſe, and all audience, and no leſle 
then eternal {alvation.. I will-reſtraine my- ſelf to the com- 
mon ſort of Proteſtants, who are ſo full of themſelves,that they 
hope for ſalvation for their good meaning, and devout ſerving 
of God, and think no body any harme ; they faſt, and pray, 
and hear, and keep their Church; and what would you have 
more ?. If theſe will nor make God amends, then God help 
them >. Why? Here is a miſerable erpty fulneſſe, a dreame of 
fuineſle, and yet ſo powerfully working, as keeps their poor 
ſouls from Cariſt KAny confidence of ſafety in any thing but 
Chriſt alone, is notbing elſe but a proud fulneſſe, contrary to 
ſpiritual emprineſle, and alſo to the true fulneſſe' which is in 
Chriſt, | 


3. Quietueſſe and Reſt; when perſons are indeed pinched-- 


with wants, all within them is up ina motion : Their -1inds are 
filled with thoughts and cares what ſhall we do, how ſhall we 
live and ſubſiſt > And their wonths are filled with complaints, 
we ſhall ſtarve and periſh with hunger : And their hearts are 
filled with fears, and their ezes with teares, and their breas 
with ſighs... Thus it is with the poorand needy ; but thus it is 
not with the rich and full, whoſe table is ſpread, and whoſe bel- 
lies are filled with hid treaſures; -As David ſpeaks: And this 
Iſ9 (ſhewes, that few men are indeed. rightly ſenſible of heir 


ſouls | 
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ſouls-wants and diſtreſſes, for moſt men are like the foole in 
the Goſpel, who: ſaid to'his ſoul, Take thine eaſe, Luke 12, 19, 
Or like the Earth ſpoken of by the Propher Zachary, all was at 
reſt and quiet, Behold the earth .fitteth ſtill and #4 at reſt, Zach. 


93 


7. 1: Where almoſt ſhall you finde a. man whoſe ſoul is tron. 7 


bled about his ſoul > In whom there are anxious thooghts a» ” 


bout bis ſouls wretched condition; in whom there are ſerious 
cares for ſpiritual deliverances, who-pours out complaints and 
teares : O wretched man that | am who ſhall delever me? 


| Rom. 7.24. But there is a carnal ſecurity of ſpirit in them : 


God 14 mt in all their thoughts , ſaid David of the wicked. 
Thus may it be ſaid of moſt men, their wretched (infulconditi- 
on is not in their thoughts, and Chriſt is not in their thoughts ; 
and mercy, and deliverance are not in their thoughts; and in 
this ſenſethey are not in trouble as other men : which plainly 
ſhewes they are not rightly ſenſible. 

4. Careleſſe neglett : in reſpe& of ſupplying meanes, and 


FI 
ſupplying offers, and ſupplying helps : Did you ever know a C#re{c/1 negtc&? 


perſon really in need and:wants who will | keep home, or ſlight 
the bread, & the cloth, and the money that is offered unto him, 
and yet how many do negie& rhe means of grace and ſalvation? 
How many have Chriſt offered to them, and dayly offered 
unto them, and are entreated to accept of him,and yet pafle 


him by, and- regard him not : Not him who is life, who is 


bread, who is rayment, who is riches, who is all help, and 
who is the one]y help for needy linners : would Chriſt and the 
ſaving helps by Chriſt , be thus ſlighted and negleRed by us 
ſinful-men; 1f indeed we were convinced of our ſouls needs, 


and of our helplefſenefle., and hopeleſnefle fave onely in - 


Chriſt> 
5. Strangeneſſe at the gates of heaven: either no calling 


A 


upon God, or onely formally; ſlight, indifferent whether 5/74"87+/7 48 


the gates of 


anſwered or not; Nay, would not be anſwered with ſupplies. 4,2... 


6. Self-undertakings : when ſinners do in ſome degree ap- 


prehend their wants and neceflities, then ordinarily they un- Self underta> " 


6 


dertake the help and ſupply of them by their own power : they kings, 


think that they can lick themſelves whole, that they can re- 
pent, and they can belecve,- and they. can change _ own 
hearts, - 
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hearts, and they can make their own peace with God,they have 
@ſufficiency-in cheirownwills to - make up- themſelves ag1ine 
-AS if the ſinner: were” not dead i treſpaſſes and'ſinnes; As if 
{ Paul were miſtaken when thei ſaid, what 1 am, I am by the 
”, .grace-of God, 1 Cor. 15.40. 'And it is God that worketh in uu 
. both to will and to do, Phil. 2. 13, or 2s if Chriſt himſelf were 
miſtaken, when he ſaid, 'Non#' can come unto me except the Fax 
ther draw him, and Withnur me ye" can do:nothing, John 6.44: 
.and 15,5. Theſe are not rightly convinced of 'their ſpiritual 
wants and miſeries; for in a right conviction of them you 
do, | þ 
I, Ses an abſence: of all: ſpiritual good in' your 
hearts. ,' ; * f: bY © 
; 2, SeeadefeR of all power in your ſelves to help your ſelves 
unto that good which you want, | 
3- See an inability in your ſelves rightly to delire that good 
fromGod, - | 
4. Secan inſufficiency of power in your felves to receive all 
the good which God freely offers unto you for the ſupply 
of all your ſpiritual wants. 
| 3. It is avery difficult work to be brought into this condition : 
LO "Y . 
It i a very diffi= (To ſee and acknowledge our ipiritusl emptineſſe and nothing- 
cult work to be neſſe, and tobe driven out of our ſelves , to-pall down our 
brought zo thi. ſelves codeny our ſelves: The Iſractites were even ſinvg to 
death by the fiery Serpents , before they would look up to the 
Brazen Serpent, The Lepers were ready to ſtarve, ere they 
would ſtep.out for food. The-poor Prodigal as long as there 
was any thing to ear( even Hughes: that the Swine left) untill 
he ſaw he muſt periſh for hunger ,, he would not come unto his 
fathers houſe where there was bread enough, Luk.3.5. Every 
Hountain and Hill frall be brought low , but is it cahie to level 
Hills and mountaines ? ark. 8. 34, Whoſoever Will come after 
.ome let bim.devy himſelf, O bur it is athard thing to deny out* 
ſelves; ourevill ſelves, in our luſts; our ancegenerate ſelves; 
"Three things Our own wiſdomes ,] and righteouſneſle, and. power, '&c. 
make it dificuls There arethree things in every ſinner that make this work 
+ be ys _ ſo difficult. 
—_— I. '\A natural prepenſion to the condition of workesr, to a ſelf- 
works. | : righte- 
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righteouſneſſe , to bejuſtified and ſaved by ſomething of our 
own : This ſticks cloſe unto us, though our righreouſneſſe be 
ganez yet the 0pinzon of -our righteonſreſſe, is not gone: -you 
find how much it {tuck with the Jewes , and-you ſee how it. 
takes with the Papiſts, and almoſt with all ſorts of people in the 
world, 

2, Incredality of the univerſal loſſe by Adam: ſome will not 1uyedulity of 
believe that ever: Adam was truſted with a common and pubs the univerſal 
lick- ſtock of righteouſneſle, and ability for all the world ; !9* by Adam. 
And many will not believe, that his fall and his loſſe were ſo 
univerſal. and total-and extenſive, that he loſt all, and all 
ſelf-power to recover our ſelves again: .ſomething they will 
ſuppoſe mult be left. and bequeathed co his poſterity , of will 
and power. nf 39 1 | 

3. Pride of heart: every-ſinner is proud : Thouph he be but 
a poer Beggar , yet heizas proud, as he is poor : Now pride Pjde of beart. 
will ſet up our ſelves, more then is meet , and it hinders us. 
from the (ight of our. wants. Pride cannot abide to be nothing, 
togoinrags, to runne up, and down the ſtreets and beg, to 
ſtand at the door and craveanAlmes : date obolam Belliſario , 

Itis afin which is moſt eaſily raiſed , and-which is moſt hardly 
removed, 

Nay , to demonſtrate this. difficulty a little fut- 
ther. 

We uſually rank finners eicher into #»-broken and [gnorant This further 
ſanners, orunto broken and trembling ſinners: And as to both demonſtrated, 
of them you ſhall find ir a very difficult matter to convince | 
them of their ſpiritual emptineſſe and nothingneſle, 

I. The 1gnorant and unbroken ſinners ; none on-earth are ſo | 
boyſterouſly confident and preſumptuous, as they;- they are 77 791914" 574 


s 


_ rich and full and need nothing: As Solomon ſpeakes of the unbroken funners 


Sluggard , he is Wiſer in bis own conceit , then ſeven men that 
can renaer a4 reaſon, Prov.26.16. So none ſ2 conceited of 
themſelves, oftheir knowledge, of their faith, of their good- 
neſle, of their. foules welfare for the preſeat,and happineſſe 
for the future. An Ignorant and unbroken ſinner who yet ne» 4. 
ver ſaw one ſpiritual want in their ſoules,and do what you can , 
bring Scripture. upon Scripture,,. Reaſon upon Reaſon , they 
Will 


will not be atherwiſe perſwaded ( thenthey are) of their own 
Soo0d and happy cſtate, 
Tn the broken 2. The Broken aud Trembling ſinner ,- who: ſees volumes of 
|| _ andtrembling. fſinnes and feels Seas of wrath , whoſe bones are broken, and 
'' Fruxr., whoſe burdens fink them down and overwhelme their Spirits , 
--- | whoſehearts are diſquieted within them, and roare out under 
the Agonies of conſcience, who are ſo exceedingly humbled 
and ſhivered into pieces! yet theſe very 'perions are not ealily 
| convinced that they have no money., that they are utterly 
deſtitute, heiplefle and hop:leſſe in themſelves ; for though 
; they be thus ſmartly ſenhble of ſin and of wrath, yer five things 
are obſerved in them. | 
I, If they copld be wore humbled then (perhaps mercy might 
be theirs, and Chriſt might be theirs. | 
2, If they could bring any bolineſſe and worthineſſe of their 
own, then their would be-ſome hope , that they might be 
cepted. 
3. Ifthey could performe holy duties in a better manner, then 
God wou'd be pacified and reconciled. 
4, If they could make their own hearts to believe , then they 
ſhould be delivered. | 
5, If they could but once pall down the powerful workings of 
their ſinful corruptions', then they would go to Chriſt. 
Why ! what are all theſe conceits,but ſo many ſelf-four- 
dations , and ſelf-exaltations , and Inconfiſtencies with 
the fulneſſe of Chriſt and with the freensſle of Grace? 
As foſepbs Brethren, who took money in their Sacks and 
Benjamin with them , orelſe they would not go; ſo theſe 
will have ſomething of their own , they will-bring ſome- 
thing to Chriſt , and will not be beholding to Chriſt for 
all. And traly this is to ſet-up our ſelves and to pull 
down Chriſt ; This is to place ſomething in our ſelves, to 
bave opinions of our ſelf.ſtrength and riches, and. not to 
acknowledge our ſelves utterly poor and deſtitute, ſo as 
to have all our hope in Chriſt alone, in. mercy alone, in 
t , Grace alone. 
4 4. .It is very dangerous and very perviciou! to -be full of our 


L135. Gefen [elves , and not to be convinced of our ſpiritual wants and mi- 


| ſelves ,conſeder , ſeries 
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ſeries aad nothingneſſe, and this will further appear if you 
conſider, 

1. The ſad Inconvertences that fall even upon Real Chriſtians : T. 
if at any time they fancy their own fulneſſe and ſufficiency , Th ſad 1rcon- 
how far th:y venture! how ſhort they come ! how little in goed \ _— 4 
how much in ſinnes , and invery dreadful fals: Asin David , yy chriftiens, 
Peter , Hezekiab , how God leaves themſelves nnto them- 
ſelves, and now the weak child leit alone,fails. If it be dan» 
gerous to lay the foundation of our ſpiritual aRions upon our 
renewed ſelfe,, how muci more dangerous is it to lay the foun- 
dation of the ſoules eſtate (in Grace and glory to all eternity) 
npon eur corrupt-ſelf: If when indeed we have ſomething of 
gracious power beſtowed upon us, if this alone (cut from de- 
pendance, union, influence, as a beam from the Sun or as 
an arme trom the body , ) be as no power at all to help us to 
perſiſt, or to reſiſt, to raiſe up one ſt-p for heaven , what a 
dangerous condition is it to relie all chat which concernes the 
defence and ſalvation of our ſouſes upon that which is worſe 
then weakneſle , lefle then emprinefle and (if one could ex-> 
preſſe it ſo ) more nothing then nothingneſle? .. 

2, T o make the acce ſe unto Chriſt and communion with Chriſt This makes ac- 
impoſſible, tu w1thu dangerouſly pernicions to our ſoutes ? Bur ſe zo Chriſt, 
whiles we are fall of our ſelves (untill we be quite emptied and 794% 
broken) we lay 1n our own way ,. weblock up our own way , 
ſo that there is no acceſle to Chr:{t,nor any pollible communion 
with Chriſt. 

There are two things which do lie in our way from coming 
to Chriſt. One is ear own #nrighteouſneſſe and the other is ovr 
own righteouſneſſe. 

And vcrily of the ewo , the latter is the worſt and the more 
dangerous. The more that you {ze of your own unrighteouſ- 
nefle, the more need you ſee of looking afcer Chriſt and the 
more earne:t you may be to enjoy Chriſt ; Burt the more that 
you are perſwaded of your own righreouſneſle ( the more con- 
dent you are of that)the more negligent you will be for ma- 
king out for Chriſt and his righteouſneſle. 

1t makes all your helps kelple (ſe nnto you. x 

7, You cannot pray to God for help, nor | 
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2. Look to the belps inthe promiſes; nor 

3. Believe the promiſes or receive them, you cannot ſay, 

' Lord I need thy help, I look for all good from thee, 1 
: depend wholly on thee. 

cults are ibe 5. Laſtly, the more needy and miſerable and poor and 

more fit and fit- helplefle that you are in your ſelves, the wore fic and the more 

ted for Chriſt, frted you are for (hriſt: Now you are become veſlels fit for 
mercy, and fit for grace, and hit for Chriſt, | 

There are three things which are very obſervable, 

1, That there was no mention of Chriſt | nor promiſe of 
Chriſt untill man was fallen and loſt and utterly un- 
done. 

2, That when Jeſus Chriſt became a ſurcty , he did not un- 
dertake our condition of goodnefle and fulneſſe, but only 
our condition as ſinful and miſerable. 

. That when Jeſus Chriſt is offered unto ſinners he is of- 
fered nnto them in relation toall their miſeries and 
wants: As iſdome for the Fooliſh , as righteou/- 
zeſſe for the wngodly, as ſaniification for the unboly , 
25 rederyption for them that were czptivated ; and from 
hence it will follow that Chrift deſpiſeth no man for b:/ 
emptixeſſe,but for bis fulneſſe , for his poverty, butfor his 
riches , for his wants,bur tor his pride , he fils the bungry, 
bus the rich he fends empty away. Tanto ervit a te altior , 
quarto ta elatior ſaid Auſtine of the ſe'f boaſting Phariſee : 
tz0d was nearer tothe poor Putlican that ford afar off, 
then hewas to the proud Phari/ee, that pearked up ſo 
righ- The poorPablican who could ſay nothing and ſhew 
nothing for himſelf but cryed out God be merciful ro me 
a finnzr, he went home juſtified, 1/aiah.65,2. Unto 
this man will I look even to him that is poor and cf a con» 
trite Spirit and that trembleth at my Word : And there- 
fore if any of you be poor indeed and empty and needy 
and deſticute indeed,you are the fitteſt objes for Chriſt 
to reictve and help, 
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OW it followes that we ſpeak of the markes and eviden= — 2. 

ces by which we may know whether we are the perſons Who Evidercer c! 
( in a ſpiritual ſenſe) have no money (that is) who are ſenſible . 
our ſp:ritnal-wants and wiſeries, and are utterly deſtitute of ©** 
all helps and hope by any ching that we have or cat 
do, 
x. If you be ſo then the Goſpel and the Goſpel-Wayof ſalvation .. fachthe 


will be very precious untoyeu, Rom.10.15, How beantiftl are Gout and 


the feet of them that preach the Goſpel of peace and bring glad-ti- Goſpel way of 
dings of good things : Beloved ! the Goſp:l is (as it were) the [4var70r 7s 
letter of Gods love and mercy to ſinners ; It is news of falvati- P7460: 

on for ſinners, it is like the yeare of 7Zubilze which was 2 g09d 
year for captives and ſervants, and ſuch as were Cdiſtreſled, 
it is the door of hope and help as the walley of Achor. 


There are three things which the Goſpel-Jubilee doth pro- 7*70 things 


proclum'd by 
1. That loſt ſinners may be fonnd ani undone ſinners may be aa 

repaired, and miſerable ſinners may yet be ſaved. God ent hi: Loſt ſinneremay 

Son into the World that the world though bim might be ſav, ** 10und' 

Joha.3.17. This ts a faithful ſaying that Chriſt Fe(ut cams into 

the world to (ave formers, 1 Tim, 1.15. | That the caufzs 
2. That the cauſes of that ſalvation , thongh they are nat to he of that ſalvatiaa 

found in us ſinners , are yet to be found in Chriſt : Him hath *'<#9 ve found 

God the Father ſealed,and on that mighty one is our ſalvation laid, _—_— 

and of him it is ſaid, BebolA 1 lay in Zion a chief corner ftone ele 

precious, and he that belceveth on him ſhall not be confounded , 

I Pet,z 6, Sothat though the ſinner hath no power to raiſe up 

ſalvation, yet Jeſus Chrilt hath a power to attempt and accom- , 

pliſh ir, Rom 5.6, Por when we were yet Without ſtrength in duz 

time Chriſt dyed for the ungolly. 

3.T at the communication of the ſinners ſalvation in and by (hrift Tha the con” 
Is altogether grations : former ſonnings do not prejudice, nor ts munication of a 


"*m - , ; mmners falviit- 
preſent unworthineſſe inſiſted upon , all that is required is but to js altogether 


come unto Chriſt and to receive ſalvation from him. Hearkes graciow. 


2nto mee and yonr ſoules ſhall tive , Thaiah.55.3, Wheſoever wil 
| Va :: © let 
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# Feſus Chriſt 


gone, 


let him come and takes of the water of life freely, Rev, 27, 17. 
Now mark me, this Goſpel-newes of- ſalvation is 2s rothing 
to an ignorant uaſenſible and (e]f-conceited {inner : We preach 
Chri$t crucified, unto the Jewes a ſtumbling block .andunto the 
Greekes fooliſhneſſe; © but this Goſpel-newes publiſhed ro a 
poor empty broken diſtreſſed ſelf undone finner,it is like life to 
the dead , like rain in the time of drought , atid like a doale 
amongſt a company of ſtarving beggars ; he ſaith, bleſſed be 
God for Chriſt , I ſee that there is yet hope for my poor ſout : 
How is his ſoul afeRed and raiied, how filled with ad mirations 
of the wiſdome of God:and of the goodneſſe of God ? and how 
quick and ſtrong are the endearements of his tou] unto God for 
this love , for this kindneſſe , for this ſalvation, for this way 
of ſalvation to poor ſinners? 7 He rejovceth already in hope 
that though there be famine inCanaas yet there is corn in Egypr, 
though there be death in me yet there 1s {iſe to be had in Chriſt, 
Though there be emptinefle and nothing in'me, yet there ts 
bread evonghin my Fathers houſe , enough for ne, inChriſt, 
Righteouſnefſe, Mercy, Grace, Reconciliation in Chriſt , 
for a poor ſinner and. all upon gracious termes, When Pax! 
came unto Axrioch, eAti.13.14. And preached glad-tidings 
unto them ( ver. 32.) Be #: known unto you men ang bretbren that 
through this man (Jeſus Chriſt ) 5x preached unto you the-forgives 
weſſe of finnes (ver 38.) And by him all that believe are juſtified 
from all things from vehich ye could not be juſtified by the Law 
of Moſes , ver.z9. The Gentiles were fo aff. tionately taken 
with theſe glad-ridings , that they be/onght , that theſe Words 
might be preached to them the next Sabbath day. Ver,q2, O 
Sirs thus precioas , thus acceptable , is the Goſpel unto every 
poor and broken ſinner ! and 4s it thus with you, or hath ic 
been thus toyou ? certainly if you were ſturg with your ſins 
and pinched with ſp:ricual wants, it would be fo, 
- 2elf you be theſe poor gmpt! needy puners in the Trxt they all the 
foundation which yon will lay and baild upon is Jeſus Chriſt alone: 
you will ſet up Chriſt as your all and for your all, 1 /0r.3.11, 
Other foundation can no man lay , then that ts laid which #2 Feſws 
Chrift, Phil. 3-3. Tea donbtleſſe, and T account all things but 


 boſſe for the.exceliency of the knowledge of Chriſt Teſus my Lord , 


for 
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Chap. _. ſpiritually poor, 


for whom I have ſuffered the loſſe of all things , and-do count them 
but dung thaz I may winne Criſt , (verſe g ) and be ſound in hins 
ot bay'ng mine own righteouſneſſe which tu of the LaWw but that 


which 14 through the faith of Chriſt , the rizhteonſneſſe which is of 


God by faith. The ſpiritusliy poor and needy finner renounceth 


all ſelf-foundations, and pitches on Chriſt alone , for all his | 


foundations of hops. Would: he be reconciled ro God? why , 
he fixes only on the blood of J-ius Chriſt, as the atonement 
and peace and recone liation ? Would he have h:s ſinnes parde- 
»eaf why, to Chriſt he goes and there be relies on him for xe- 
demption eventhe /or giveneſſe of ku ſinues, Epheſ.1.79, Would 
he have his heart coanged and ſanthified? None bur Chriſt can 
heal him, can waſh him , can ſanRifie him : Wouid he de 
[uffer , no ſtrength for this, orthe other,but only rhe ſtrength 
of Chriſt , .Phil.4. Would he have 4s perſon and ſervices accep- 
1e4? Chr.(t muſt be bis foundation for: thele alſo :vI look not 


for one imile of favour in acceptance from God, but in and - 
through Chriſt; Truly thus it 's with every poor empty and. . 


ſelf broken inner , Chriſt only 15 his foundation : he lives only 
upon Chriſt, and trades altogether in Chriſts name ,. all other 
are vain things, hich cannot profic: he ſees his nnes and looks 
up ro Chriſt; he ſees bis miſeries and. Jookes up to Chriſt ; he 
ſees his wanrs and looks up to Cariſt; he hath nothing in him. 
ſelf, and looks upto Chriſt for all: Nore can anſwer for my 
finnes buc Chriſt, none can ger me the pardon of them but 
Chriſt, none can help me ro grace, to peace, to love, $0 
life, to ſtrength, to heaven, but Chriſt; \/Now think of this 


' you that can ſtay at home and keep houſe upon your own ſtock, 


who can lay foundations in your own workes, will you be be- 
holding to Chriſt for all, Is all ſea, and none the rock but 
Chriſt, do you think none is abie to ſaye bur Chriſt» 


3. Ofall ſinners whatſoever, theſe poor ſelf.empty ard ms" 
diſtreſſed finners are the moſt /erious and mo#t earneſt beggars: : ſerious and cara- 
you need not teach the poor (indeed) to beg, nor to think of neſt beggars... 


and uſe arguments how to entreat and prevail , requeſts come 

ſo naturally and ſo feelingly from them , with ſuch lookes and 

with ſuch teares, and with ſuch fipghes, and with fuch ex» 

preflions, and with ſuch 1mportunities: did you know my 
O 


3 Wants: 


t 


1Imps Such 
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Chap.3 


Ewidences of one 


He is erect 
ejpecially for 


C hy i [F. 


For faith, 


wants, did you ſee my ſtarying children, ſomething, any thing, 
the meaneſt, the worſt, help or elle I petiſh, &c. Ard verily 
thus it is with a ſinner who is effeAually convinced of his ſouls 
poor miſerable condition; The man never knew how co pray 
till now, for his ſoul was never pinched. with want till now; 
te never kn:w his ſouls deſperate condition till now; you 
would wonder to hear with what variety, with what fervency, 
with what melting mournfulneſle, and with what humble de- 
jet:dneſſe, and with what importunate earneſtneſle he comes 
and begs, and praycs at heaven gates ! In this ſenſe alſo that 
of Sulomzon holds, the poor man ſpeaks ſupplications. 

Obje&, But what are the things for which he is ſo ſerious and 
earnet} in prayer ? 

They are {crions things for which he ts ſerious. 

There are two things eſpecially for which his ſoul is enlarg- 
ed, and pours ont it ſelf before the Lord : One is Chriſt: The 0- 
ther 18 Faith, 

1. He ts moſt /erirms ad earneſt for Chriſt : another ſinner 
(who never knew the miſerics and wants of his ſoul) he doth 
but trifle in his requeſts, perhaps an occaſional wiſh , or a for- 
mal meeting : A cuttomary mentioning of Chriſt , but he can 
fit quiet and contented enough, though no anſwer be given of 
Chriſt ; Chriſt is poor in his eyes, and the graces of God poor 
i his thoughts.ſt 15 is not thus with the ſinner who is ſpiritually 
poor; ſpiricual poverty, ard ſpiritual hunger ever goes toge- 
ther; Bread is the hungry mans life, and therefore he crics out 
as for life, Give me bread : ſo Chriſt is the poor ſinners life, 
he ſees all his life and hope in Chriſt onely, and therefore his 
ſoul is in good earneſt for Chriſt : O Lord, ſaich he, there is 
ſalvation for a ſinner in none other but Chriſt; I am nandone 
forever if I have not Chriſt ; none but Chriſt can help a poor 
ſoul; 'I beſeech thee 40 not ſay me nay, deny me what thou 
wile, oncly give me Chriſt, 

2, He is moſt ſerious and earneſt for faith: He now ſees 
there's no living for poor ſinners, but by faith : faith is the 
poor ſinners feer co walk to Chriſt : Beleeving is the poor ſin- 
n:rs trading, and faith is the poor linners hand, the empry 
hand to take Chriſt, and to rece.ve all good by Chriſt, and 
from 
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Cha P.3- ſpiritually poor. 


from Chriſt : and therefore his heart is ſer upon Chriſt, who 
is the onely help of poor ſinners ; and his heart is fer upon 
faich, that he may get Chrift, and getting him may be ſupplied 


and ſet up by the riches of Chriſt, y Noiv try your ſelves by this » 


Evidence : a poor ſinner is a praying linner, a begging ſinner, 


103 


you may finde him ſtill at heaven gates, there he ſtands and ©" 


knocks, and cries, O Lord give a rich (hriſt to a poor ſinner; O ( 


Lord give me power, give me faith to lay bold on Chriſt. 


4- If we be theſe poor, indigent, and miſerable ſinners in- He will humbly 
and patiently 


2-- 


deed , Then will we humbly and patiently wait. at the door of 


mercy, and the throne of grace ; we will continue begging un- 
till God be pleaſed ro ſend out an almes unto us ; When a proud 
ſturdy beggar comes to the door, if he hath not his delice pre- 
ſently, he will be gone, and will not ſtay, and takes on againſt 
you ;I, but when the poor indeed comes, he will cry and heark» 
en, he willentreat and wait your leaſure, eſpecially when he 
knows that plentifulneſſe and mercifulnefſe dwell in the ſame 
houſe : Thus is it when men are prod ſinners, they are impa- 
tient ſinners, and quarrelſome ſinners z; wherejore have We fa- 
ſted, ſay they, and thou ſceſt not , wherefore have we afſjlifted 
onr fouls, and thou takeſt no knowledge, Ita. 58.3, Amway they 
£9 murmuring and complaining. O it is i» vaine to ſerve God, 
and what profit # it that we hayje Walked monrufully before 
kim ? Mal. 3, 14. O, but he who is z-poor inner, and a needy 
finner indeed, he is content to aske, to ſeek, to knock, to wait 
patiently till God open che door and gives out mercy: He well 
knowes that he is utterly unworchy of the leaſt of merciesy and 


that the gifcs of mercy, and the times of meccy, belong toGod, - 
and that Chriſt and mercy are precious ; and therefore if God _ 
with-hold, O faith he, God is but righteous, for 1 am a great - 
finner, and yet Iwill ſeek him 11], and wait upon him, for he. 


's a merciful, and gracious God, whio can tell but his mercy 


and grace may at laſt think of my poor ſoul? 
5. Theſe poor indigent finners of all men are the mot thanks 


full for their almes: where they finde their mercies and ſup» $# are of ait 
others the mo 


thank fl, 


plies, there they have cheir tha:1ks and praiſes, 
| Thereare fout chings after tie receipt of mercy,in him who 
is indeed ſpiritually poor and empty, | 


1, He. 


. 


. 


wait at the door 
of mercy. 


F, 


Ewvidences of one 


Chap. 3 


ſ 


1. He's very humble after the receipe. 

2. Heis well pleaſed with the receipt, | 

3. He depend; the more on mercy.,upon the rectipt of mercy. 

4. He is exceeding thankful, acknowledging all his receipts 

as gifts, as free gifrs, and giving all the glory to mercy alone, 
and Gods grace alone: What 7 am, 1 am by the grace of 
God, What have 1 which 1 have not received ? What & thy 
ſervant ? who am I? Thou haſt done me good for thine 
own ſake. The more he receives, the moce empty he is ; the 
more he is filled wit h Chriſt and Grace, the more unhlled he is 
with himſelf : The more that he receives of mercy, the more 
of glory doth he aſcribe to the God of biz mercies: It is not 
thus with a-proud and full ſinner, who knowes not how to beg, 
nor how to bleſle. 


— 


SECT.VI. 


Uſe 3. MI Ay the pooreſt ſinner get to Chriſt, may they who have 
no money at all come ? (ye that have no money come ye 
buy and eate). 
Then Jet us bez periwaded this day unto three things. 
b | 4 
Exhorttion to/ t To become poor, to become ſenſible of our wants and no« 
threetbings. \thingneſle. | 
7: £- 2. Being fo, ro go to Chriſt, 
3. Toule the means by which you. may be (0. 
I. Strive to become? poor : every man itrives to become rich; 
, But Iwould adviſe every man to ſtrive to become poor ; My 
meaning is, to ſtrive to be rightly ſenkible of his ſouls wants, 
of his ſouls emprinefſe and nothingneſfſe, x: Cor. 3. 18, If any 
man among jou ſeemeth to be wiſe, let bim become a fool that 
ke may be wiſe. | 
_  Theteare fix arguments which I would preſent unto you for 
Six Arguments the regarding of this counſel. : 
zo perſwade it, i. There is »9 man whatſoever, but in thu life be i, in ſpi- 
No man vis y31gal wantr: If you be godly, yer you arg under wants, P/al. 


1 'is1 . 
-— ao Y 70. 5. 1 am poor ard needy {aid David, Phil. 3.12. Not as 
x alchongh 
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Strive tohecom 
poor, 
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Chap. 3 | ſpiritually poor. PP 


althouzh I had already attained, or were already perfe&, ſaid 
Panl, Pbil. 4.19. . My God. ſhall ſupply all your need: He that 
bath Chriſt, doth yet want more of Chriſt : He that hath Gyace, 
needs ſtill more Grace. And if you be wicked, you want all, all 
chat belongs to a new creature, all that belongs to grace and 


glory :'A wicked heart is like a large houſe thar is wholly un-- 1 
tucniſhed, every roome of his ſoul is void and empty, Indeed 7 * 


his heart is full of ſinne and ungodlineſſle, and the more full 
that the heart is of ſinne, the more empty it is of Chriſt and 
Grace ; all the imaginations of the thoughts of his heart are 
ontly evil, Gen. 6. 

2. The ſpiritual wants of all other are the preateſt: no 


are 


Spiritazl wints 
of all other 


wants like ſoul-wants : A man may want many things for his ye greateſt, 


body, and yet be and ſpeed well enough for his ſoul: Fhat may 
be afficmed of him which Falgentizz ſpake of Lazarm , fit 
fine domo, ſed non fine Domino, ſine veſte , ſea non ſine fide, 
fine' cibo, ſed non fine Chriſto : But if you live and die under 
{piritual wants you are undone in ſoul and body. Soul wants 
will be ſoul lofles, and heaven loſſes : Judge ſeriouſly accord- 
ingto the Scriptures what will become of a ſinner who never 
gSe:s Chriſt, to make bis peace, nor mercy to pardon his (innes, 
nor Grace tochange his heart, How can that man be ſaved> 
3.No {enſe of ſpiritwal wants 14 an infallible teſtimony of all 
want : There is a twofold diſcovery of our ſpiritual wants : 
Ons is by life, when we are made alive by grace, ſpiritual ſenſe 
ever attends the ſpiritual life : when we begin to live the life 


No ſence of (pi- 


ritual wants an 
infallible teſti- 
mony of all 


of grace,then we do moſt clearly apprehend our wants of grace wants. > 


and in grace ; Theother is by light, when the conſcience is 
quickned and convinced .and/ ſhewes unto us our wretched 
hearts, and lives and wants; this is the leaſt, and the loweſt, 
and the firſt diſcovery of our ſpiritual miſeries and wants : ſo 
then the man who hath no ſenſe at all of his ſouls wants and 
neceſſities; he ts altogether poor, miſerably poor, he hath 
nothing in him that is good, and indeed he is a man wholly ſpi- 
ritually dead. 

4+ Uſually, they who are in the greateſf of ſpiritual Warts 


wants; who 10 poor, & naked,and miſerable,and wretched as Laodi- ſenſible of th 
y | P __ 


They who are itt 


are leaſt ſenſible of them, and do think themſelves leaſt in —_— 


e 
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| The foundations 
for heaven, arc 
alwaycs low, 


O7Jet, 


el. - 


intendsto fave a ſoul, he firſt makes it fentible of its 


cea , who {aid that ſbe was rich and evereaſed and'bad need of noe 
thing? felf-pride , and ſeii-flattgry and (cli-deceit. ever ac- 
company fſelf-fulneſſe, - Ever obſerve ,-that Iick men in the 
higheſt feavers are leaſt ſenſible of their ficknelle and want of 
healch; Thus it is ia the ſickneſſe and wants of the ſoul,, by 
how much che greater theſe. wants are, by, ſo much the leſler 
is the ſenſe and apprehenſion of them, 

5. The foundation for heaven is alwajes low: my meaning is, 
that when God intends to fill a ſoul, he ficſt makes ir empty , 
when he intends to enrich a foul, he firſt makes it poor; when 
he intends to exalt a ſoul, be fiſt makes ic humble ; when he 
wn mt- 
ſeries wants and nothingnefſe. Our $4v;our in the end of his, 
beatitudes, ſpeaks, great is your reward in heaven , but in the be- 
ainning of them, be firſt ſaith bleſſed are the poor in Spirit ; God 
cdeales 1n tie ſpiritual building as men doin their artificial buil- 
dings, the bigher that they i ntend ro. build , - the lower and 
deeper do they lay their foundation ; If God intends to lift you 
up to Chriſt, and mercy , and grace, and glory, he will 
then bring you low in the ſenſe of your finful miſeries,- and 
ipiritual wants 8nd ſelf-nothingneſſe and unworthynefle. 


>. 6. Tou Will never ſeek for the [upply of your ſpiritual wants un- 
Tou 3k never 
feck jor fup7 1) 
#iH 76u be jpt- 
rityally poor, 


z44 yor be (piritually poor ; yOu will not go out to the market, or 
there you will fand tale all the day long; or there you will only 
cheapen, and look on, but not buy, not come mp tothe price of 
the Market, 
Ovjeft, Butthe ſearching 8mt of ont ſpiritual Wants will make 
me deſpaire. 
Sol. 1, The ignorance. of them will make men 19 preſume of 
tbemſeives and to neglet Chrit, . 
2. Deſpaire you will ds, 15 in time you diſcover not your fpi- 
r1tual wants. | 
3. Deſpair of our ſeluer,and of any help or hope in our ſelves, 
is the way to make ws to fly to Chriſt, 
Objet. But the ſight of ſo many ſinnes will break our hurt 
and diſcourage us, | 
Sel, 1, Our hearts ſhould be broken. 
2, Our hearts ſhould be ſeriouſly aRive for Chriſt 
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3. They will never be mores,then when they are moſt ſenſible 9: 

eour ſpiritual wants and miſeries. 

This is his work, and this is his way that by this meanes the 

new creature may be known to be altogether his own work- 
marſhip, and that the finner might only ſue to him and depend 
on him, and that all the receits 'of Grace here, and the great 
reward of plory hereafter may be aſcribed nor to us, but to 
himſelf, not to our goodnefſe and worthyneſle, but only to 
his free-grace; meer mercy, great loye,and undeleryed gooGe 
neſſe and bounty. | 

2. Well then, being once made rightly fenfible of your s, 

ſoules ſpiritual miſeries and wants, The next exhortation is, Exhortation to 
then get you tro ChriF: do not ſeek at any other- door for your $5 t9 Chriſt. 
ſpiritual ſupplies, but his, and to his (come be rhat bath no mo- 
ny,come'ye.) : 

There are five Arguments to perſwade you in this poor Five Argu- 

—_— 0 make out unto Chriſt for your ſupplies and = AR 

I. God makes youth poor , and diſtreſſed that you might I, 

£o ont of your ſ-lver,and make ont to Chriſt and his Word; if you ©9% M44cs you 
were poor indeed you would do fo, | + ppb _ 

Lhere arethree conditions, wherein,if perſons really did lie, chift.. ; 

they would make out to Chriſt, 

1. If they were indeed perſons of contrire and bruiſed we ſhould 0 fo 
@n4d broken hearts ; inſucka caſe they would cry out, [5 if wewere of 
there y0 Balme in Gilead for to heale a wounded Spirit 2 £9miriicand 
what ſhall wz do fo be ſuved? A Wornded Spirit who can b, cken hearts. 
bear? ; 

2. Ifchey were indeed ſpiritually hungry and thirſty , O give Or ſpiritually 
vs bread ore!ſe we periſh wich huoger ; O give us drink, butgry and 
orelie we dy with thirſt, d wfiy. 

3. If they were indeed ſpiratnally poor and empty : Tf they or ſpiritually 

' had indeed nothing of their own to live upon. As f-icob po8r. 
when all ſubfiitanze at home was ending;why ? faith he 
,  -to his ſonnes, / have beard there is corn 59 Erypt, get you 
down thither ant bay for 1 from thence, that wz may live 
and not die, Gen 42+2, $0, if men were indeed ſpiri- 
tually poor, if they were indeed pinched with the ſenſe 
P 3 of 
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c Exhortation to ſuch: 


2, 


Tt is impoſſible 
i for apoor ſinner 
oF, 20 ſopply bs 


own wants: for, 


of their ſoules-wants and diftreſies ,-they would ubroxd _ 
they would make out to Chrift -fori bread , for help, - & 
diſtreſſed ſoul is apprehenſive of, and as aRive for its 
own preſervation as -a diſtrefſed body 1s for irs ſub« 
{iſtence. . 1:1 A53 Nun 
There are two-forts of wants. 1, There are wanton wants /, 
warts of vanity, ſuperfluous wants-:* a perſon under theſe: is 
carel:fle and at the beſt but complemental and talkative; And 
ſecondly, there are real wants, wants of poverty , neceſſary 
wants,wants of ſuch things as are abſolutely necet{ary to the 
preſervation of life , and being : theſe will make us ſfettousand 
ſoticitous and induſtrious: {Thus is it amongſt ſinners; ſome 
have but a flighe and formal ſenſe of their ſonjes poor and 
miſerable condition,and their motions are ani{wersble to their 
apprebenſions . flight apprehenfions of their ſpiritual wants, 
and flight defires and endeavou:s for Chriſt : Bye then there 
are other who are really and effeQually convinced of the wretz 
ched condition of their fouls, and of their own inſufficiencies 
to helpthemſelves; They ſee that (indeed) their ſoules-muſt ez 
rervally die, and periſh, if they get nor Chriſt, and mercy, 
and grace; theſe are poor indeed , they ſee drath arhore, and 
life abroad ; theſe will ariſe with the Prodigal, and mike ro- 
wards thez! Fathers houſe where there #8 bread enougt 
QC 
2, Itis impoſſible for any poor ſinner to be perfelt in himſelf ; 
be a ſufficiency to himſelf, | 
I, No creature can be enough unto itſelf: the condition of it 


Nocreaturccat 1s a condition of. dependance, 1» him (faith the Apoſtle) we 
be enongh unto J;ye and move and have our beings As it 18 with the Beames of 


it (clf. 


creature is nothing in and of it ſelf, You ſee this in-Adam,and 
| | in. 


the Sun whoſe being depends upon the Sun , if you cut off that 
dependanc,eyou cut oft cheir being; or as the boughes cf a Free 
which receive their whole life and being from the rootes, if you 
ſtrike off their neceſſary relation from theroot, they: die and 
wither away; Thusis it with every creature , the root of its 
being and continuing is above,and take off that dependance on 
God, thecreature is preſently ata loſfſe : This ſhewes that the 


_ Chap.3 


ro ſupply hi own Wants , to repair himſelf,to deliver himfelf,co 
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Chap.3. —tomakgout to Chriſt, 


in the falen Angels ,, although they bad a great ſtock pur into 
their hands, yet that was not:enough, it was not by its own 
power ſufficieat tokeep and maintain them ; And if ſuch a 
{tock of righteouſneſle and ability was not(alone) ſufficient to 
uphold them,ſhall we think chatthe poor finner who hath no- 
thing at all of bis own , tbathe is able to be riches to himſelf,to 


ſet up bumſelf,co ſupply bis own wants? | No creature, 
2, Conſider the workes which are to be done,andall the char bathenough to 


ges and cots which of neceſſity muſt be expended if you would jr = 4 


at in this fupplye 


have the ſinners ſpiritual wants tobe ſupplied. What hath the 
ſinoer.?. where bath the ſianer for theſe things 2 There is-the 
work of [ati:fadiom, an1 what compenſation can the ſinner 
make ? Hath he enough to pay his debts ? Can he make up God 
again, in his Glory , in bis Righteouſneſle , in his will, which 
have ſuffered ſo much,and have been ſo much impaired by the 
ſinner? Can he lay down the price of the redemption of a ſew! ? 
And ſs y,Lord give me my diſcharge from all my finnes, for I do 
preſent unto thee ſuch a perfe& , ſuch a full , ſuch an infinite 


-fatisfaction and payment as thy juſtice can demand from a fin= 


ner? Again, there is the Work of converſion and [ani fication » - 
the ſinner needs an-heare to be turned ro God , and to bere- 
nued and ſanRified throughout : Can rhe Blackmore change 
ki skin? Qr.the Leopard bis ſpots > Could Latarm quicken 
himſclf from the grave? Are any of the trezjures of grace to 
be found in the cuſtody or power of corrupt nature, which is 
not only d<ſticute, bur alſo totally oppoſite tothe work of 
Gracc? Nay,take me any one work that is ſpiritual , ſuppole 
it be that of believing, bath the ſinner a power of hisown to 
believe? Is he able co filence any one unbelieving doubc > To 
anſwer any one fear or exception of his unbelieving heart > To 
lay tvold on Chriſt? To receive his offer though never ſo gra- 
cious? O no! The ſinner isnothing , and hath nothing in,or 
to any ipiritual good : In one word, the d»1@tion of Chriſt , the 
collation of the Spirit of Chriſt , the revealing of the arme of God 
for all good, and Gods ſuſception for all in his promiſes , and the 
neceſſuy of every one of theſe , do demonſtratively prove that 
the poor, ſinner is (in himſelf and: of himſelf ) without all 
ſtrength that he 1s noc only not enough, but aiſo altogether in- 

| P 3 ſufficient 


— —_= 
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—_ ——— 


ſufficient to repair himſelf” and to! ſapply his . own ſpiritua! 
viants: As the finner 45: not Poor thaz confeſſes not his own 
utter inſufficiency ; for the univerſal laſceprions 'of all his up- 
plics in Chriſt, do convince him, that whatſoever. thoughts 
he may have of bimſcif; yet he is nothing but-wants and no- 
thing butin'vſFciency : If Chriſt did not ſupply him from top 
rotoe, if Chriſt did not pive him'Eye-/alve, he would t4i) be 
blind , if Chriſt did nor give him ryayment , he would tiilbe 
raked , if Chriit did rot give him /5/e, he would ſtill be dexg, 
if Chriſt C14 not give him riches, he would Rill be poor, if 
Chriſt did not give him bread, he would be famr/rd, if 
Chriſt did not give him a/, he would till be moth ing , and 
worſe then nothing, "y 
| 3, There is no ſupply of the Wants of a pror and needy ſinner £4: 
3 Ciriftandin Chriſt, and frem Chriſt. Itis not with a poor ſinner 
gvero 19 as it is with a poor man, there are many doores for 


ſupply of the 


wants of 2 p2py POOT Man_tO:g0 unto , and find rclief, but there is only 0ne 


[- 


ſinner b.t door for a faner to go unto to finde ſpiritual ſupply of his 


Chriſt. v ants. As ihere is but one door unto which Chriſt comrs ant 
knacks , andihbat is the ſinners heart , ſo there is but one door 
for the poor {iinzr to-go unto and knock, and thatis the 
door of grace {et open in Jeſus Chriſt, What Fob fpake con- 
cerning -IViſdome, Fob 28.12, Where foall Wiſdome be found, 
and where is the place of unrſtanding ? 1tis not te be fonnd i;: 
the Lands} the living, verle I. The aepth ſaith it is not in me, 
and the /ea /aith, it is nor With me, verſe 14, That may be 
ſaid concerning the ſpiritual ſupplies of the wants of poor fin- 
ners; £0 where you will and fearch were you pleaſe, they 
cannot be found any where,or in any creature, Or ih any thing 
but Chriſt alone. All the creatures are bu: as the wilderneſſe 
and barren Heaches , but as the Deſarts, 4 4.42. Neither 
z5 there /alvation in any other , &c. 1Joh.5 12, He that bath 
the Son, hath life, &c. Jer.3 23. Truly in vain # ſalvation 
hoped for from the hills and fromthe multit ule of monataines'Tru- 
ly in the Lord our Goa u the falvatiton of [irael, SO tn vain &9 

41 otey you eek for help, where hep is notto be found. In Chriſt 

rhingr are alone is the ſupply and the ſalvation of loſt and poor fioners : 

etther, what other things there are ,and what other bylides Chriſt you 
have 
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Chap.3. . become poore 17! 
have, they are, either impertinent and unanſwerable to a fin- 
ners. wants, or elſe they ate incommunicable for the finners 
ſupplies,from any other, | | 

1. They are 1mpertinen? and unanſwerable, as bring of A mwporrinent 
adiuerſe kinde and uſe, and benefit jrom thoſe things which muit ani wianſwere 
help a needy ſoul ; as all earthly pleatures, profics, honours, 49's 39 3 [2ncrs 
{ciends, beauties, reliefs; the bread which you eate, how im- F*%% 
p.rcinentis ito a ſoul, which wants the bread of life 2 the ray- 
ment which you wear, how impertinept 1s it to a ſoul which 
wants the garment of righteouineſle > the jewels with which 
you adorne your felves , how (illy and vaine are they to a ſoul 
which wants the the jewel of pearie of great price, the graces 
and ornaments of the Spirit of Chriii? | 

2. Or ſuppoſe another be paſſe ſſed of Chriſt , of Bu righ Or incommuni es 
teou(neſſe , of by graces, of his comfarts, ( which are indeed cable ſora ſin. 
the propper ſupplies fora poor ſinner) yer you cannot be help- 375 HOP £309 
ea-from: another : your ſouls, poor ſouls cannot be ſupplied by © © 
the ſupplies, and riches which any beſides your felves do enjoy; 
Becaule they are {as to ſuch poſſeſſonrs, and from them) in» 
communicable : Chriſt raifed Lazarw, yet Lazarm could 
nor calle any : A perion is made great in cffice, but hecannot 
make another ſo: They may pity you in your poor condition, 
and they may lend you their countel,and their prayers, bur pars 
with any of that 4ignteouſneſfſe, and holinefle, and comfort an» 
:0 you they cannoc do it, 

Nay, -you cannot 27 to Gold himſelf, who can communis 
cate all,,, bur. you muſt firſ# come to (ri, for, and by, and 
through. waom he communicates all to ſinners: you rault go 
to the ſame door, and to the ſame good Maſter as they did, 
'f youwould ſpzed as they fped. The fruition of Chriit, and 
mercy, and grace is common to many , but the communiea« 
tion or donation of thete to any 13 proper to Chriſt alone; 
therefore under the ſenſe of your ſpiritual wants get you un» . 
to Chriſt, EO | Chriſt is abi 
4 feſws Chriſt # able enough, and willing enough to ye- encigo and 


: ph G [114 EL 
{eve poor linners, and what can the poor-deſire more then "po pom 
a { 4, © a 


theſe to-encourage them. Chriſt is 4616 
I. Chriſt js able enowgh to retieve poor ſinners; It is he on9:2, 
| alone 


112. Exbhortation to ſuch Chap.z 


Es. 


alone that keeps a feaſt for the poor : Thy wants cannot po. 
libly exceed his fulneſſe : Nay, thy wants are no more to his 
fuineſle, then a lictle empty veſlelto the full ſea ; Nay, were 
all che wants which take hold of all the poor-ſinners in the 
world, upon thy very ſoul, Jeſus Chrilt is able to ſupply them 
all: Hewho is more then able to ſupply every poor diſtreſſed 
fioners wants, is as able to ſupply them if they were in thee a. 
lone, as he is. to ſupply them all in every one of them, If 1 
could ſupply all the wants of cen thouſand beggars ſeverally, 1 


four things Could as eably ſupply them if they did meet in one beggar, per. 


evidencechis, lonally conſidered. 
But to the point in hand, that Jeſus Chriſt is able to ſupply 


all the wants of poor ſinners : there are four thisgs which witl 
The perfefins clear this fully. 
e-chrijt, I. The perfeBtions of Chriſt: Whatſoever is in Chriſt is in 
him by way of perfection : God gives not the Spirit by meaſure 
wxtohim , oh 3.34, Tous he gives the Spirit by meaſure, a 


liecte to one and a little ro another, to every onea limited por. 
tioa and- meaſure; But to Chriſt noc by meaſure , but fully, 
but-perfe&tly, and this perfeRion in Chriſt hath a two-fold 
coniideration, a 

7. It is a perſetion ſut.5.e to his own capacity. 

2, It is a perfefion anſwerable to the ends and purp?ſes of hi; 
offices, It is ſuch-a perteRion, as that there is not the leaſt 
want or defeR ro fillup (hrift : and it is ſuch a perfection as that 
thereby Chriſt is ſufficiently qualified 20 fill #5 wp , and therefore 

. St. Zohn ſaith of hi2 fulneſſe have all we received, Joh.1.16, 
and the Apoſtle ſpeaking of his fylnefle, he ſaith, rhat 5s /ach 

that filleth all in all , Epheſ.1.23. 
The merits of 2, The merits of Corift : of what heighe or compaſſe 
bw. do you imagine the merits of Chriſt co be ? certainly his merits 
are anſwerable to his perſon, and therefore they are of infinite 
worth and dignity. He did by his merirorious doings and ſuf- 
terings, purchaſe no Jeſſe then to be the Lord of life : All that 
concernes the life of a finner either in the end of it: As eter- 
nalglory, or to .cve preſent State of it, fot grace and mercy, 
all this hath Chriſt obtained by merit and purchaſe, to beſtow 
on poor ſinners, .and ſurely that is enough co ſupply all . 


Wankg. 3s ” Ws 


Chap. 3- | mate ont to Chriſt. 


TI 


3. The (ſupplies in (brit : hey are every way anſwerable .,,, ſupplies in 


to the wants of poor ſinners: The wants of a finner may be 
lookt on either ex:enſively, as:to all the kinds and number of 
them, or intenſively, as to all the meaſures and degrees of them; 
They are very many, and they are very high, buc Chriſts ſup- 
plies can anſwer them in both reſpe&s ; If you caſt up the 
kinds of the ſinners ſpiritual wants, Chriſt hath as feveral and 


ſtronger kindes of ſupplies: He is life, and righteoufneſle, and 


forgiveneſle, and wiſdome, and ſanctification, and redempti- 
on , and grace, and comfort, and ſtrength, and ſalvation; 
and theſe do ſufficiently anſwer all the kindes of their 
wants, 

4. Nay, let me adde one thing more to ſhew the ability and 
ſufficiency in Chriſt to ſupply all the wants of poor ſinners : 
whenHe hath helped all the poor ſinners in earth ,He hath yet e- 
nough to ſpare: There is yet roome for as many poor and nee- 
dy ſinners; the proviſion of his grace will hold out, were there 
millions of ſucceeding worlds for poor ſinners to live, and te 
live uponthim: He is ſtill as able co ſave, to give, to ſupply 


Chriſt. 


Be hath enough 
to ſpare 10 ſupply 
all, 


} 


them, for his ſtock never diminiſheth one jot by the communi--- 


cation of it : the Saints in glory live and enjoy upon it to all 
eternity in heaven, and ſo may all poor ſinhers whatſoever truſt 
upon it, and ſpend upon it all their life; By all whichit mani- 


feſtly appears that there is ability enough in Chriſt co ſupply ll, 


the wants of poor ſinners, 


2. But ſecondly, as Jeſus Chriſt is able enough, ſo He © Chriſt is as 
willing enough to ſupply all the wants of poor ſinners. Where- willinz as be 
fore eiſe doth he keep open houſe, and makes proclamation, as «ble. 


here in the text, He rbat bath vo money , Come je, buy and 
eate: wherefore elſe ſends he out ſo many invitations to bid 
poor ſinners 10 come to him, for all things are ready ? Why 
elſe ſhould he coxnſel them to come and buy gold, and rayment, 
and eye ſalve of him, | 


T bree things 


There are three things which do ſhew that Jeſus Chriſt is e;Jence 1h;e. 


very willing to help and ſupply the wants of the pooreſt ſin- 
ners. 


r. Hi anointivg : He was ſet apart, and fitted for this ve* ni; anointing, 


ry end, to finde the loſt, to fill the hungry, to help the nee> 


Exhortation to 


C hap. 3 


Hi tndertaks 
ings. 


2 


n 
9* 


dy , to be a father to the father{ejſe; and for this very pur- 
poſe he came into the world. X As long as man could live and 
trade with his own ſtock, Chriſt came not, bur when man was 
fallen and broken, now he came into the world to ſeehe that 
which was loſt, and to ſave ſinners, Chrilt is willing to per- 
forme his office, as willing to the application as he was to the 


ordination and ſnſception. All thole unſesrchable riches,cxceed-; 
ing riches of Grace were given unto him, to ſpend them a- 
- mongſt the poor, to lay them out upon poor linners. 


2. Hui undertakings : He never undertook any thing for 
ſelf-righteous, and ſelf-ſufficient perſons, only for the 
poor did he enter into bond, and became a lurety for their 
ſakes: He became poor, that they by hu poverty might be 
made rich, 2 Cor. 8. 9. All his doings and ſufferings, all thar 
he laid down and offered up, all his purchaſe and diſcharges 
were in the poor ſinners name : This 1 undertook, and this I 
did, and this I ſuffered, and this I obtained for the poor ſinner, 
who could do nothing for himſelf. 

3. His Negoriating: All the tradings of Chriſt by calls, by 


4% negotiating jnſtitutions,by promiſes, by encouragements(if I may ſo deliver 


any, 


- 4+ - 
His door #5 nee 
% ver ſhut againſt 


my ſelf ) are with poor ſinners: He will not converſe with 
the rich and full , but with che poor and needy, 7 came nor 
to call the righteows , but ſinners. The Lord Jeſus ſingles you 
out amongſt all other ſinners: What wilt thou chat I ſhall do 
for thee > and many times comes to your doors, ſtands there, 
and knocks there, and brings his proviſions with him, offers un- 
ro you all the helps which you necd,and entreats you co accept 
of them ; and then you muſt conclude that he is willing. 

4. His door 14 never (hut again/t any : Nor is his hand 
empty and cloſed, when the poor ſinner comes. He is always 
at home, and alwayes open: handed to him ; He defpiſeth nor, 
he hideth nor his ſace from the poor. K! here is no ſinner on 
earth, wao hath more gracious acceprarce, and more quick 
diſpatch at the gates of haven, then a really poor & diſtreſſed 
ſinner: nor cf whom Chriſt is more tender ; what ſpecial care 
was had for the poor Fewes, when it was required , that their 
brethren ſhould not harden their hearts againſt them ,' but 
liberally opens their hands unto them , freely give, and leave 
ſome- 
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Chap.3 make out to Chriſt. | I15 


ſomething for chow, in their fi:zlds, and in their orchards, &c, 
Mach more tender is Chriſt to a poor inner, ſurely he 
will hear the cry of the poor, and ſatufie the bangry with 
bread. E "IF 

G5. Fle glories an the bounty to them. The Apoſtle telis ns 


of one ſaying, much uſed by Chriſt, Acts 20. 25, Remember the He glurie in bi 
Woras of the Lord jeſus, how he ſaid, it # a more bleſſed hyytothem. 


thing to give then to receive. It 1s not onely more blelied, 
but much more hononrable. It is the greateit honour that 
Chriſt hath in all the world, that he 1s a Mediatour for ſinners: 
and a Saviour of ſinners; That he gave himſelfe for ſinners, 
what a glory is this to the /9ve of Chriſt! And that he gives 
himſelf ard 3!l ſaving good unto ſinners, what a glory and 
honour is this to the al/aſſiciencie, kindneſſe, goodneſſe and 
bounty of Chriſt. We get, when Chriſt gives; and Chriſt 
doth novlolſe by giving tous; we get grace and mercy, and 
Chriſt gets glory, andche more he gives co poor ſinners, the 
more glory he gets by it, Can you puta more diſhonourable 
afront vpon Jeſus Chriſt, then when you ſee your wants , either 
you wili not come to his door, or you will quickly paſſe away; 
as if Jeſus Chriſt onely were the hard 44aFer, or incompaſſios 
nate Dives. | 
6. He likes you the better, becauſe he findes you poor : He FS 


fills the hungry mith good tringy, but the rich he ſends em- He likes you the 


P79 away, Now he hath an obj<R fic to be relieved by better when he 
him, finds you poor. 
7. Hi agaitionals: He doth not onely provide fer being, 7 
but tor well-being, for increaſe, and continuance. He gives, His additiouals 

and gives more abundantly, The poor finner hath not yer e- 
nough, why , ſairh Chriſt,I will ſupply him ſurcher, he yer 
wants, and I will yet help, I will not leave ſupplying him, cill 
I have brought him to glory. LD 
8. What an infixite mercy # it that you are made ſpiritnall It is an infinite 
poaor, and being ſo, that there w ſuch a Chriſt to help and mercy #0 be poor 


and .to have « 
relieve Ms; _ Chriſt to help ns 
I. It z infinite mercy to be made ſpiritually poor; to know '# 


your ſelves, to be taken off from your ſelves, to acknowledge 1t is mercy tobe 
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Means to attain to 


Chap. 3 


— 


your houſe: Thou hadſt certainly been undone ,if thou had 
not diſcerned thy ſelf to be undone. Thy ſelf- imaginations , 


would have proved thy /e/f-deftrufion; There is death and 


loſe in any confidence but in Jeſus Chriſt. 
2. And then being thus poor and deſtitate, what an exceed- 


And amercy to 51g mercy #4 it bo have a Chriſt to go to + To have fo rich 
taveaCbriſtto and fo good a Chriſt , and for him to call us to come nnto 


$0 10, 


Hſe all the 


him, and to undertake allour wants, and all our neceſliries, 


and all our ſupplies? / If one ſhould ſuffer (hip-wrack at ſa, - ; 


and loſe all 'that ever he had gotten, ſo- that nothing at all is 
leſt, and if a rich friend ſhould ſend to him, pray eome to my 
houſe and welcome, what I bave you ſhall have,] wili finde you 
all, and as long as [ enjoy any thing,you ſhall never wanc : ſure 
this poor broken man would look upon this kindaefle, and 
o|adly hearken to it and accept it. Alas what do-you poor (in- 


\.  Ners meane,, that you repairnot to Chriſt ,'in whom only is 


your help and in whom is all your help, certainly you had 
ſped, had youcome. Hecalis you, and he is troubled that 
you ſtay ſolong,he hath made all things ready. 

3. The third thing, which I would ſpeak unto , is the 


means by which means how a ſinner may become poor , bow he may be made rightly 
you may be [pi- ſenſible of bis ſoul-wan;s, of his emptineſle aud nochingneſle. 


zriually poor. 


Live undey a 
powerful Mi- 


#i/try, 


And for help in this, I would humbly preſent theſe coun- 
ſels. 

1. Live under a powerful Miniſtry , under a ſoul-ſearching 
and ſoul diſcovering Miniſtry, There are /exl flattering Ai- 
nifters, and ſoul-ſearching Imiſters, Seul flattering Mmiſlers 
alwayes preach pleaſing things, and deceitful chings ; they ne- 
ver {cc out the true ſtate of the ſinner , in the wretchedneſle and 
danger of ic : They will rather ſuffer men to goto hell quietly 
then diſturb them with the clear fizhr of their ſinful condition 
and wayes, 

But ſonl-faithfel and ſearching Miniſters , they ſpeak to the 
hearts and conſciences of their hearers; Their preat work is 
to make ſinners know themſelves, that -ſo they way kaow 
Chriſt; to pull down, and then to build up: To wound and 
then to heal: To caſt down all lofty Imaginations Which do exalt 
themſelves ag 


—_— — ——— 


ain(t Chriſt , to level the Mountaines and make the 
| 5a Hills. 
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Chap. 3 ſpiritual poverty, .. 7 


Hills low , that al fleſh may /ee the ſalvation of God, You ſhall 
experimentally finde that no Miniſtry whatſoever , doth make 
ſo many ſinners to be poor,and ſo many poor linners toberich , 
as the faithful ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry doth, ; 
2. Examine your ſelves, Aright ſelf-knowledge comes from pine your } as 
a right ſelf—examinacion, This you ſhill fiade,che lefle a man ſelves, F 
examines himf21f, the more proud and felf-willed he is of him. ' 
ſelf; And the more that any man examines himſelf, the more 
miſerable,and poor, and vile will that man be in his own eyes; 
There is nothing which will abaſe a ſinner more, then che 
fight of his (infulnefle ; and there is nothing which will better 
bring us to that ſigac then the faichful examination of our 
ſelves. In this wok, you ſhall make ſuch a diſcovery of a 
ſinful heart and life, of luch a moſt loathſome and wretched 
condition, that you cannot bur confeſle that if Chriſt and 
mercy helpyou nor, you are undone for eyer. 
3. Beſecch the Lord to fend our the convincing light of his Spirit 30 
into your hearts with hu own Word. Hu light, is a true light , Beg for Oe 
it di/covers, but it lutrers not , it repreſents things as they are, Gols ſpirit 
and his light is a quick '/ight , it makes manifeſt hidden things... 
It is the Spirit that muſt convince the world of ſin, (i) make ſin» 
ners to ſee how ſinful and miſerable they are , \Rom.7 9. 1 was £ Uh 
alive without the Law once but when the command:ment cam!,ſfiane 
revived, and I dyed; as if he had ſaid , when I was in my Pha- 
rifaicall eſtate, I had as good an opinion of my ſelf asany man, 
I made no doubt bur all was well, thatI needed nothing ; bur 
when the commandement came (i) when-the Spirit of God by the 
Law came, and throughly convinced me of my ſelf, thenthe 
coſe was quite altered , I ſaw {9 much fin in my ſelf, that un» 
lefſe Grace did help, I was 2 dead and hop:leſle ſinner. 4; 
4. Make aright compariſon of thy ſeif , even with thoſe who Makearight :  \. 
have been far better then thy ſeif, 2nd yet have been very lowin Os off 
their own eyes. 1 abher my jelf #n auft and aſves faith Fob ; en- ry ſelf. 
ger 108 into judgment with thy ſervant, (aid David , All our righe p 
reonſnt (ſes are as filtby rags, ſaid the (hurch ; In me there divels > 
NJ 


<A 


219 good, and, O Wretched man that 1 am, ſatd Pant, and what 1 
am, 1am by the grace of God; Now it theſe eminent perſons, are 
nothing in themlſelves,are ſo vile in theinſelves, whenceis it that 
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118 Means to attain ſpiritual poverty. Chap. 3 


I am fo proud and fo ful of my ſelf, that I have ſuch high 
thoughts of my ſelf. 

5. Je Underſtand ſpiritual things aright, and then put your 
Hnderſtand ſpi- ſelves unto the Tryal. | 
ritual things a- 1. For Ability; You think there is ſomething 1a you , 
right, and then ſome ability to believe, or to repent. Well , firſt learn by 
#17 0ur abllit). the Word of God, what is it to believe aright, and whart is it 

ro repent aright, and now fet upon the'e workes with your 
own ſtrength , and you will be brought quickly to confeſle , 
that you are nothing, and can do nothing at all. 

Tour "graces 2. And ſo for Graces; You think you are full of them, Oh 
ng * | but ſearch the Scrip:ures, and obſerve what Characters they 
do ſet upon graces, real graces, for the »atare of them , for the 

,| operations of them , by which they are diſtinguiſhed from coun- 

' terfeitgraces, and then you will finde how ſhortyou are , 
how deceived you have been, Try thy faith, and try thy re- 
pentance , and try thy {ove by the Word ; How true faith is 
wrought,and what reſpeR it hath to Chriſt , what Influence it 
hath upon thy heart and in all thy aRtings. Try what ſence 
thou haſt of fin, what humblings and mournings , what for- 
faking in true repentance. What delightin God, and Chriſt; 
what obedience flowes from love and what fear there is in thee 
to offend. | 

3. And for the whole eſtate, either of being good, or wick- 

ed, of being called, or uncalled, converted, Or aunconverted , 
of being i» Chriſt,or out of Chriſt, of being formally good, or 
ſolidly changed and renewed : find out by the Scriptures, the in. 
fallible Chara&ers of an unregenerate and wicked condition , 
of a formal and hypocritical condition, of a ſoundly conver- 
red and renewed condition, in ſuch a ſearch as thisis, you 
would ſee your wants, and miſeries, and deceit indeed. 
Men do erreand miſtake in their judgements of things , they 
do many times take ature for grace , and education for grace , 
and moral vertues for grace , and flitting and tranſient motions 
for grace , and therefore are they full and ſee no want, they 

. think themſelves rich, when as upon a right judgment they 

would finde that they have no mony. 


Foar eſtate, 
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(ome jee, Buy and oat, buy wine, aud Milk withont many) 


- and without price. 


CHAP. IV. 


milk) by theſe expreſſions 


ſpiritual good, all 


comfortable ood, all nouriſhi 


more > whence obſerve. 


Dot. 4 That the pooreſt ſinner ſhall fare exceeling well 
if hee will come to Chriſt andbuy of him, Or, That a. ſyi- 


Have ſhewed you that the pooreſt 

” inner may come toChrift, and now 
8 [Tamtioſhew you, how hee is like 
$ to fare, it hee do come to Chriſt, 
Chriſt hath food for him, and Wi ne 
for him,and 244k tor him, (Come ye, 
buy and cat, come and buy wine and 
are 
meant, all Evangelical grace, all 
neceſſary good, all proper good,all 
©) and {trengthning 
200d, $4 | 18 neceſſary to preſerve life, and ie, 
that is neceſſary to comfort life, and ſilky that is necel- 
fary to nouriſh life, And what would a poor man have 


ritual good comes to uw, when wee cometoChriſt, Prov.g. 
' 2. Shee hath killed hey beaſts, ſhe hath mingled her Wine, 
ſhee hath alſo furniſhed her Table, yerl, 4, Who ſs is ſmnpley 
let him turn iz hither, as for him that wanteth under ſtand- 
ing, ſhe faith to him, yerl, 5. come cat of my bread, and 
drink of my Wine which T have mingled, Why? tere is 


ſurely proviſion enough for any poor man , here is 


meat enough? and bread enough, and Wine en-u3h, 
the:-whole Table is farniſhed, an4 it the moit fimvle 


Aa 


COme 


The 


| Sinne 
ſhall fire ex- 
cccding well if 
hee come to 


Chriſt 2nd buy © 


of him. 
Proved. 


oreſt 
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DAD aneg> = tr LESS > 2s LIE ens. 


Ittufirated. 


come, hee, may cat and drink of all; You read of the 
Prodigal >a (the Emblem of a poor Sinner) hee came 
rowards his Father, and his Father tan towards him, He 


fell down on his knees and wept, and his father fell oz bs 


neck and kiſſed him, and ſaid unto his Servants, Bring 


forth thibeft robe , and put it on him, and put a Ring on 


ha hand, and ſhoo:s 6n his feet, and bring bither the fat- 
ted Calf and kill it, and let w eat and bee merry, Luke 15, 
21,22,23, When this poor Prodigal came unto his Fa- 
ther, all good came unto him, lovecame to him,and 
acceptance came, and cloathingy and raiment, and the 
Ring, and plentiful entertainment. So when a poor 
Sinner comes to Jefus Chrift , Chriſt will "meer him, 
and welcome him, and cloath him, and comfort him,and 
beſtow all good upon him, Rev. 3. 17, There you 
finde ia what a wretched, miſerable, Poor , blind, and 
zaked condition, Laodicea was: and ver, 18, Chriſt 
counſets her , to cotne to him, and bay of bins: \ But 
what hath Chriſt to ſell unto her , it ſhee comes > All 
the good which fhe needs; Shee was wretched and mi- 
ſerable, and poor, and Chriſt had all that could help this; 
even Gold and Riches; Shce was b1inde, and Chriſt had 
eze-ſalve to nelp thatyzſhe was nated, and Chriſt Had rai- 
ent to cloath that alſo, 1 Cor, 1.30, Of hin; My 7 
Chriſt Jeſm, who of God ts made anto #,wi[dome, righte- 
euſneſſe, ſanitification and redemption, rnark here what 
comes 0n it by comming to Chrift, 

Are you 1pnorant and foolifh Sinners? Chriſt is Wiſdons 
to you, are you ##god/y> Chrift is righteouſneſs unto 
you, are you «##holy > Chriſt is ſanttification to you; Arc 
you captives and ſlaves, held in chains and ferters> Chriſt 
1S redemption to you. 

BorpheRarion of this point , I ſhall ſkew you 

I T hatin Chriſt there is yery good fare to be had for 
poor Sinners. 

2 Thatthe enjoyment of it, is limited to our com- 
ming to Chriſt, and buying of him, 

- 3 Thar upon their comming to Chriſt, all _ 
.80 


"Chaps What good things may be bad in Chrift, 203 


spod doth certainly come to them, 
SECT.h 


Hat in ( hriſt theþe 1s very good fareto bee had for 
"a Sinners; EVen all that good, POOL Sinners do or 
can nced, | 

There are four things ' which any poor Sinner can 


need. 

2 The things which concern his life, or being. 

2 The things which concern his Bere efſe, or well 
bang,” -{i): 

3 "The things which concern his /e»gum eſſe, as long 
as hee hath a being. | | | 

4 The things which concern his ezer»#meſſe,his bein 
and wellbeing, to all eternity, Now in Chriſt all theſe 
things are to bee had, therefore in Chriſt there is excecd- 
ing good fare to be had for poor Sinners. 

1 You may have in and from Chriſt, al that is ne- 
cefſary to the { ſpirituale efſe ) ſpiritual being of your 
fexls, As much as will tranſlate you from death to life, 
as much as will alter your diſpoſitions and conditions, 
Renewing and quichnins grace by his ſpirit, a. change into 
his Image from glory to glory, by the ſpirit of the Lord, 
2 Cor, 3,18, A conformity nnto him in the likeneſs of 
his death, and of his reſurrettion, Rom, 6,5, If any 914: 
- bee in Chriſt hee is 4 wew creature, 2 Cor, 5, 17, Juſtify- 
ing grace, by which you are freed from the redundant 
ouilt of your ſins, fuch a forgiveneſſe of them, as that 
there i510 condemnation unto you, Rom, 8, 1, 4. perfett 
righteouſneſſe, with which you are cloathed, Reconci- 
ling grace, by which all etimity is lain; you are brought 
imo favour with God, andhee is at peace with you,you 
Tos him as your God and father, and thee 
"doth lookupon you ' as his people and children, Heb. 8. 
10, 2 Cor.'6, 16,18, And(which makes way for all this) 
uniting grace, by which you arc joyned unto Chriſt, as 
"the Wie is tothe Hurbard oy Hoſe 2,19, Or as branches 
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All that is ne- 
ceſlary to the 
ſpiritual being 
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What good things =_=_ be had in Chriſt, | Ghap,a' 


All that is, ne+ 
ceflary ro the 
comfortable 
being of our 
ſfotils, 


All thar is ne- 
ccffary for us 
as long as wee 
live upon the 
carth- 


to the Rovt , John.15. x, and ſoParrake of' the nature 
and lite ofChrift.,Theſe are our viralia,they are the things 
that do concern our »epar eſſe, our efſe ſpirituale, The 
poor Sinner doth as much need them 1a order to his ſpi- 
ritual beings, as the poor man doth/need bread to his na- 
rural being. | lt: 

2 You may have in andfrom Chriſt, all that is neceſ- 
ſary to the bene clic, tothe comfortable being of a. poor Sin- 


* er, Aſſurance of Gods faveur and love, Peace in conſci- 


ence, Joy m the Holy Ghoſt, freedome of acceſs, graciouſ- 
vefſe of acceptance, perſwaſion of audience, and Hope of 
glory, Surely theſe things are ſufficient ro make our 
Paradice oncarth, to ſ{weeten our' paths to heaven, to 
refreſh and revive us 1n our journey, and to fill our 
ſoules with delight and fatisfation; And every one of 
theſe is to bee had in and from Chriſt, Rom, 5,5. The 
love of God is ſhed abroadin our hearts, by the Holy Ghoſ# 
which is giventous, Rev.2. 17. To him that overcometh 
will I giveto eat of the hidden manxah, Rom. $3. 1, Being 
juſtified by faith wee have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet, 1, 8, In whom beleeving you re- 
foyce with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, Eph, 2, 18, 
Through him wee have an acceſs unto the father, 1 Joh, 
5.14. Thi is theconfidence that wee have in him, that if 
wee ak.any thing according to bis will,hee heareth #«,Co], 
T, 27. Chriſt in you the hope of glory,  __ 
3 You may .have in and from Chriſt, All that 8s ne- 
ceſſary for your Longum. efle ;, all that concerns you and 
Jour ſpiritual condition, as long as you live upon the earth, 
all thatis neceflary to inable you, to do, ro ſuffer, to 
grow, to perſevere unto the end, not onely all that 
makes up a ſpiritaall- being, which is -meant by bread, 
not onely all that makes your ſpiritual being, a com- 
fortable being , which is meant by Wize, but alſo all 
that will nouriſh, ſtrengthen, and . ſupport that being, 
which is meant by ith; The Apoſtle Pax! ſpeaking of 
Chriſt as the headof his Charch, ſaith Col. 2, 19, That 
from him all th; body by jaints and bands having nowriſh- 
| ment 
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ment miniſtred: and knit together, jiucreaſeth with the in. 
creaſe of God; hence thoſe expreſſions, ffrengthen you 54 
Chrift, make you perfett in Chriſt, eſtabliſh you in Chriſt, 
and my God jhall ſupply all your need, according tothe rs, 
ches of glory in Chrift, Plil.4. 19. 

4 You may havcinand trom-Chrift, All that is neceſ=. 538 

ſary for your eternuma efle, ro make np a being of eternal An 
happineſs for you, Rom. 6. 23, The gift of Gedis eternal life ceffa NS 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 2 Tim. 4.8. Theres laid upa being of - 
rp for me acrown of righteonſueſſe, which the. Lord, the eternal happir 
righteous Judge ſha! give mee at that day, Rey;2, 10, le. 
Be faithful unto the death, .and I will give thee a crown of 
life, Joh.3. 15, 16.Hee that beleeveth on him ſhall not periſh 
bat have everlaſting life, Doth it not maniteſtly appear 
by all this, that in and by Chriſt alone, is to bee had all 
piritual good, which a poor Siuner can poſſibly need 
or def1re?. 


SECT, IL. 


|| Now procecd unto a ſecond particular, That the in- 
joymevt of all this ſptrit#al good is limited to commint unto Theenjoy- 
Chriſt, and to buying of Chriſt,If the poor Sinner would —_ of Pirie. 
have bread, and winezand milk,i.e,all foul ſaving good, wal good is li 
hee muſt then come to Chriſt and buy them of Chriſt, mitedro buy” 
(come ye, buy , and cat, yea, come buy wine and milk, "8 of Chxiſt- 
&e.)| | £24 ee. 

oh ef, But may ſome ſay, of all limitations whatſo- 
ever this ſeems to bee moſt harth, and moſt diſcourage- 
ing; Toreport all this good which a Sinner doth need, 
and to invite him to come; bur then to tell him that he 
mult buy them, alas, the poor hath net wherewithal to 
buy them, Tt hee had ſaid come and receive, this had 
been an encouragement, but come and buy , can the Sif1- 
ner buy mercy,.and Grace, and Glory, _ 

Sol, Though this ar firſt ſight may ſeem harſh, yet if 
wee look to the next words they will quality the barth- 
nefle of that expreſſion, for it is added , 625 without mo- 

| Aa 3 n:J, 


Can the poor 
buy that hath 
no mony  * 


| What it is to buy of Chriſt,  Chap.4 


There is a 
twofeld buy- 


_ 5 = 
By way of me- 
Tits 


By way of ob- 
raining and 
polleiiing: 


There is a 
buying, 


Fuxtd pretinum 
2aterale , 


Fuxta proium 
pattjorale, 
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ey , and withont price, But let'us ſee the import of 
the word it ſelf, | | 

There is a twofold bing, 

2 There is a bxying by way of Merit, and purchaſe; 
you are bought with aprice, 1 Cor.6.20, Thus doth Chriſt 
buy us poor Sinners; wee were redeemed with the precions 
blondof Chrift, ſaith the Apoltle, x Per, r, 19. 

2 Thereis a Buying, by way of . obtaining and poſſeſſing; 
and thus, wee Sinners buy of Chriſt, when wee #ſc thoſe 
means and ways which Chriſt hath defigzed for the obtajn- 
ing of any promiſed goo, and in the uſe. of which hee will 
ingpart unto and ſcttle uponus that ſunme good which we 
do need and hte hath promiſed, or if you pleaſe, take mee 
thus, There is a buying, 

1 Jaxtapretium naturale, whenſomuch in value is 
latd down, as is commenſararte to the true yalue and 
worth oft what is bought, ſucha buying thereis of land 
or wares, where what youlay down for them is of c- 

ual value unto the things bought. In: this ſence, no 

inner whatſoever doth, or can buy, any ſpiritual , 
becauſe rhe Sinner hath notin him any thing which Call 
riſe up to the yalue of the leaſt grace and mercy, 

2 Juxta pretium pattionale; When ſo ms is laid 
down, upon which any one is contented that the thin 
which youneced ſhall fall into your poſleflion alth F 
that thing hath nothing in it felt confiderable, as i» che 
worth of what you nced or come to enjoy. Suppoſe a 
poor man comes toa Rich man for bread, or houſe, or 
lands, you ſhall have them ſaith the rich man, ſo that 
you will truſt mee for them, and acknowledge that you 
enjoy them by my fayour, and bounty; Here is a buy- 
ing by a paCtional price, upon a price which is not ar all 
equivalent, but yerthe ſeller is willing and -agrees to let 
the poor man have ſuch a good bargaine, upon ſuch 
good terms, Andin this ſenſe, a poor Sinner may 
and doth buy of Chriſt, namely upon ſuch terms as 
Chriſt is pleaſed and contented to ſettle all ſpiritual good 
upon him, which terms are not by laying down _y 

| ; thing 


Chap.4 What it is to buy of Ubrift, 


209 


thing amounting to the worth of ſpiritual things, but 
by comming up unto the way of Chriſts agreement for 
the enjoying of them. So that look how Chri/ deth ſel, 


ſo the Sinner may bry, and what terms Chrilt doth pro- 


poſe for your ſpiritual enjoytnents, if you can come up 
to thoſe terms, you then do buy of him; That man 


buys of Chrift who cones up to the terms of Chriſt,up- 


on which Chriſt is pleafed to ſell; Now the pattional 
price, or the terms wpor which (hriſt/els nnto poor Sinners, 
all the good which they need,are theſe 4 

x Hee mult bee contetited by Faith to pwn Chrift, to 
receive him, to acknowledge him and to become 
his, 27 

2 Hee muſt depend and tyuft 63 him,on him alone,for 
his ſake, to enjoy all ſpiriraal good, of grace and mercy, 
and peace,and ſecogth and comfort, and hoge. | 

3 He muſt earneſtly pray,ſeck, and ack all that good,and 
wait untill it bee(for Chrifts ſake) beftowed on hins, And 
as there canaor bee any teligiouſly Rational expettation 


of atiy ſaving good, or fupply from Chriſt for any man, ''-. 


unleffe his hearr do come up to theſe terms of Chriſt, 
(for what ground can any Sinner have to, expect any 
{avihg $0od from Clirift , who will none of Chriſt,ywho 
will notrely on him: and ſeek unto him) fo there is no 
really and ſpiritually $oen Sinner, but hee doth moſt 
cordially ind thankful y embrace theſe terms; would 
not ſach a poor Sinner have Chriſt > would not hee de- 
pend onely on Chriſt > would not hee come and bes, 
and wait at the door of Chriſt > Doth hee look out for 


any mercy ; or comfort, or help, but in Chriſt, and - 


for Chriſts ſake>And thus you ſec, that all a poor Sin- 

ners good and helpis to be found in Chriſt, and that the 

limitation of the enjoyment of it is both reaſonable and 

He ina way of comming unto Chriſt and buying at 
is hands, | 


SECT, 


The rerms ups 
on which 
Chriſt tells, 
By Faith own 
Ch:iſt, 


Depend and 
truſt on. him, 


Pray and ſeek 
and wait for all 
gocd from bim 


FS. 
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If the poor fine 


208 Comming to Chriſt, all Good comes to us . Chap. 4. 


SECT. 1It. 


3 7T Here is vet one particular more to bee inſiſted on, 
That if the poor finner doth come and buy hee ſhall injoy 
and poſſeſſe, Therc isa certainty of enjoyment of all 


ner doth come the good which we need, when we come and buy of 
2nd buy, hee Chriſt; you ſhall haye the Bread, and the Wine, and the 
ſhall injoy and CA4;1h, and all; if you thus come and trade with Chriſt 


pollefie. 


Proved. 


Chriſt is 5s ef- 
feRual ro the 
reparation ofa 
{1nnery as A- 
dam to the un- 


doing. 


for all; will you hear Chriſt himſelt ſpeaking unto this, 
John 6, 35. Jeſm ſaid unto them, I amthe Bread of life, 
hee that commeth untg mee (hall never hunger, and heethat 
beleeveth on mec ſhall never thirſt, Then ſurely he that 
comes to Chriſt, doth finde all good in Chriſt, and from 
Chriſt, which can fatisfie all the deſires and wants of his 
ſoul, Rev, 3.20, if any man hear my voice,and open the door, 
1 will come in to him, and will ſup with him, and. hee with 
mee, What is Chriſts ſupping> with a poor beleeving 
ſoul, bur a ſweet and plentiful manifeſtation of himſfelt; 
it is the feaſting of a ſoul with Loye, and Peace, and Joy, 
and the furniſhing of a ſoul with all needful ſupplies of 
grace. Will you hear the Apofic ſpeaking to this 1 Cor, 
322,323, Allare yours, and jou are Chriſts, Ephel. 1, Jo 
Bleſſed bee the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath bleged # with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly 
places in Chriſt, Col. 2, 9. In him dwelleth the fulneſs of the 
God-head bodily, 1 Pet. 2.4, To whom comming, as to a 
living ſtone, verl, 4. yee alſo as lively ſtones are built up 4 
ſpiritzal houſe, &c, It all this will not convince you, then 
hear atew Arguments which may yet further clear up 
this truth. 
x Chriſt muſt be, and will dec, 45 ſofficient and effetyal 
to the reparation of a ſinxer, as Adam was to the loſing 
and tndoing of a fiuner, Rom. 5. 15. If through the offence 
of one, many bee dead, much morethe Grace of God, aud the 
Gift by Grace (which is by one Feſus Chriſt) hath abounded 
#:to many, verk 18. Therefore as by the offence of one, 
FJndgement came upoy all men to condemnation, even ſo by 
| , | the 


_— 


Chap. 4 | How Rich is Chriſt. 


juſtification of ife, But this hee could nor do, were there 
notin him all the good of life, and were not that good 
derived from him, to all that come unto him. 

2 Union with Chrift, inferres with it a communion with 
Chriſt : Theſe are never ſeparated; if you come tothe 
poſſeſſion of Chriſt himſelf, you muſt have a communi- 
on in all chat Chriſt hath done for you, and purchaſed tor 

Ou. 
, 2 Chriſt us juſt to anſwer his own invitations, and to 
rake good all by Promiſes, now hee invites you to all 
good, and promiſeth unto you all good, up9n your com- 
ing rohim, 

4 If all good might uot bee had upon comming un- 
to Chriſt, then a poor ſinner had nat ſufficient enconrage- 
ment to come nnto himy and his condition would be very 
deſperate. 


SECT, IF, 


Uſe 1 þ all the good which a poor finner doth need, 
co be found in Chriſt, and 1s ir to.bee bought 
of Chriſt, and doth hee earneſtly call upon poor ſinners, 
to come and buy of him, Bread, and Wine, and milk, i, e, All 
g00d, comfort, and help, which their ſouls do need? 
Then x How richis Chriſt, 2 How good is Chriſt, 
3 How fooliſh is the ſinner, 4 How hopeful is the poor 
mans condition. Loft FE; 
1 How rich is Chriſt : Hee was rich, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
2 Cor, 8,9, The cg Riches of Chriſt, Epheſ. 3; 
8, Hee Fulneſs, John 1. 16, and thereis a breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height, of all this in Chriſt, Epheſ.3, 
18, yea, Hee is All, Col. 3.11, And heefilleth alt in all, 


Epheſ. I, 23s | 
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the Righteonſneſſe of one, the free gift came upon all men to 


Union with 
Chriſt infers 
cCOmmun:cn 
with him. 


Ctrift is juſt to 
anſwer bis ow w 
Invitation, 


Elſe a poor 
ſnner hath not 
incour2gement 
ro come to 
Chriſt, 


Information, 


How rich is 


Chriſt. 


There are three things which do ſhew thar Jeſus Chriſt — 


is exceeding rich, 


1 H# coſts, That hee could lay down ſo much, as His Cofts. 


could ſerve toredecm all the cle, 
0 Bb 2 His 


—_ Cs. I cs 


How Good is Chriſt. Wl "Chap: 4; 
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2 His Parchaſes, That hee layed down ſo much as 
did ſerve to redeem all the ele&. 

3 His Poſſe fſions, That hee ſtands ſeized of all, which 
can ſupply a4l the wants of poor ſinners» 

It is hardly imaginable, what a vaſt ſumme any one 
poor ſinners wants do riſeand amount unto; or what the 
general ſinnme of wants, in all the poor ſinners, inall 
the world, in all the ages of it, do amount unto; and yet 
in Chriſt; there isall to be found, all good to be found, 
toſupply all thoſe wants in every one of thoſe poor ſin- 
ners, every day of their lives: There is Breadenough for 
them all,and Wire enough for them all, and 445/kenough 
tor them all, ſupply enough for them all. He muſt needs 
be rich, who can {apply all the poor in all the world; fo 
exccediag rich is Jeſus Chriſt, who hath enough to (up- 
ply all the wants of all the poor ſinners inthe world. 

2 How goed is Chriſt, Tocall the poor unto himſelt, 
and to ſupply him with all ſpiritual good; to pay all his 
' debts, to repairall hiseſtate, to binde up all his ſores, to 
relieve all his wants, to furniſh him with every grace, to 
provide every: comfort, to Lprepore Bread, and W ine, 
and Milk : I befeech you to obſerve his goodnefle. The 
finner doth nor firf: call ov Chyift, but 'Chriſt firft cats 
on the ſinners and is not this goodneſſe to bee the fir ft 19: of = 
fering of Good ? when Chriſt calls upon finners; Jt is to 
come to Chriſt, in whom only the good which concerns a 
finner is to be tyund: And is nor this goodmeſſeto tuvite ts 
to the fountain of good ) When Chriſt calls ns tohimſeH, it 
is 10 commmnnicate xnto ns of his goodnefſe, to irrepart unto 
us that good, which is goodfor us; yea; all that good 
which is neceflary for our ſouls; and what geodvefſe like 
that which #nderrakgs all our good > which 1s ready and 
willing to fupply all the wancs of our poor and diſtreſfed 
fouls > when Chriſt calls us to himſelf, ro partake of all 
g00d, hee is :earweff, hee is. importanate with-us, Come, 
come, come and buy, come and buy, (aich Chrift; ' hee muſt 
needs be-very gerdy who is importwnate to faſten good, and 
all good pou #5, Oh firs }- none fo poor, as the pror ff 


ner, 


Chap: 4: _ How Fooliſh s the Sinner. 211 
er, and none {0 good, as the good Chriſt, Hee is good 
tothe ſox! that findes him, and hee is good to the ſoul that 
ſechs him. His enjojments axe good, and his offers are goodz 
none hath done ſo much to ſave a foul as hritt, and 
none doth offer ſo much to gaina ſoul as Chrilt. 
3 How feoliſh is the ſinutr, Tee will not come to mee, that How fooliſh is 
ee might have life, John 5, 40. Oh! what folly is this, *< ſinner. 
Life is to bee had upon comming to Chriſt; Trwe Life, 
and Eternal Life, and yet {inners will not come to Chriſt, 
who is like, though they may have life. And ſo here in 
the Text, The ſinner 1s poor and deſtitute, hee is utterly 
needy and impotent, wants all, and can help hinaſelt to 
nothing; and Chriſt hath all, and calls to this poor man, 
! _ comeinhither, come, come to mee, and buy of mee 
Bread, and Wine, and Milk, all that your ſouls doneed; 
and yer finners will not comeand buy, they will nor 
come to Chriſt, and take their beſt good, no not. onthe - 
beſt rermes from Chriſt, Surely this is folly, and worſe 
than folly : I beſeech you what will become of their poor 
fouls, who will not come to Chriſt, and accept of all the _ 
good which Chriſt offers ro them>X Suppoſe that an hun» ==: 
dred or a thouſand of us, were ſhip-wracked, and caſt 
into a dry and barren Iſland, where were neither Bread 
to eat, nor Water to drink, nor Raiment to cover us,ao- 
thing at allneceſlary for the preſervation of life, and 
what proviſion wee once had 1n our ſhip, all that is 
drowned and loſt; and in this extremity, another ſhip ſuf- 
ficiently | wes ym and fraighted with all whokeſome pro- 
viſions, ſhould come near that deſolate Ifland,and caſt 
Anchor, and the Maſter ct the ſhip ſhould call out unto 
us, Ho ! you that are ready to periſh with hunger, that 
have nothing to preſerve and ſuitain you; come hither, 
come aboard, here is Bread for you, Wine for you, and }_ 
all things neceſſary both for your being, and well 
being; and take it that you may live, and not die : were 
it not a deſperate folly and madneſſe in us (in ſucha 
caſe, and uponno worſe conditions) to refuſe ro come 
and to take ſuch a leaving, and ſuch a life-preſerving 
2 
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offer ? 


77: Elow hopeſul is the Poor mans Condition. Chap. 4 


offer; ſurely eyery one' of us doth rightly judge ir {5 
tobce: And yer when it comes to the buſineſſe of our 
ſouls (which are ſhip: wrackt, and have hoſt all; and 
brought ingo the condition of -abfolute poverty and nc- 
ceflity ) though Chriſt (that good Maſter) calls out to 
145, COINe to mee, here is Bread, and you fhall have all 
{upplyed, and aflured, if you will come to mee; wee will 
not come, wee will aot hearken, wee will not ſtir, wee 
will not buy, | 

There are three notorious follies in us poor fin- 
Crs. 

1 Weetake our (elves to bee very rich, although wee 


bee VCry POOre ; 

2 Wee will expe& help from things, which can at- 
ford us no ſupply. 

' 3. Wee will not come to Chriſt, and truſt his call, 
when hce invites us, and aflures us of all the good which 
EOncerns our poor and needy fouls, 

4 How hopeful i the poor mans condition; | mean, that 
poor ſinners, who is rightly apprehenſive of his many ſpi- 
ritual wants and diſtrefſes, "Thou haſt no cauſe under 
the ſenſe of thy ſpiritual wants ro deſpair ar all. . Read 
the Text well, and thou ſhalt finde help ' and releit for 
thy poor ſoul. 

0bjeg, Iwantnoleſle than all. 

Sol, Read the Text, and thou ſhalt finde a ſupply of a1, 
Here is all to be had which a poor ſoul doth necd; herc 
15 Bread, : and that preſerves lite; here is Wine, and that 
comforts life, here is Mtk, and that nouriſheth life. 

Object. 7 but who ſpeaks this | And what is hee who doth 
#1dertake it ? 

Sol. Iris Jr Chriſt who publiſheth: good ridings to 
the poor, who came to ſeek that which was loſt: To 
fave ſinners, who is an infiaite tulneſfe, rich in mercy, 
and good to the ſoul that necds and ſceks him. Ir is hee 
who ſaith come, come and buy. Buy Bread, and Wine, 
and Milk. ; ' | 
.. Obj.. [bat hee ſaith, come and buy. 


Sol, 


- 
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Sol, And that buying isno more, bur come and truſt, 
and wait, and-recetyc all from. my hand of grate; and 
raercy,and'love. - | 6+. FIL © "8 

Object.. 1 bnt hee means not mee; Indeed Chriſt can ſap- 

ly allthe wants of (inners, but I am not that ſinuer, whons 


hee calls, whom hee invites, whom hee will ſupply with 


ail, | | | 

Sol. Read the Text once more (Hee that hath no mo- 
my, come yee) Ilay to-you, come aud eat, come and buy 
Wine and Milk without moxy,and without price; there is 
all good, and an Invitation unto all that good, and an In- 
vitation to thee « poxr ſaxer, who halt no mony ro come 
and partake of all that good; and therefore no poor ſin- 
ner hath (under the ſenſe of all his wants) any cauſe ro 
deſpair» 


SECT. PF, 


Hſe 2 ] S allthe good (which a poor ſinner needs} to be 

had in and from Chriſt, and doth Chriſt call the 
poor ſinner to come and bly them all of him? Then you 
who arc ſpiritually poor finners, /it ze fill, reſt nor'tn 
complains and tears,away ts the Marker;there is nothing 


to hinder a poor firmer from. comming -to- Chrilt, and: 


buying of him. Indeeda poor man would many times 
buy of a rich man, bur hee cannot buy, hee cannot goto 


the price, bur the pooreſt ſinner may at anytime buy 
of Chriſt ; Chriſts price tor any ſoul-ſaving good 
is never toodeary too high,. for the pooreſt inner to- 


reach. 
There are many admirable incouragements in thoſe 


very words, come and buy, Buying and ſclling are rela-: 


tives; if one buyes, then another ſells; now it is Chriſt, 


and none but Chriſt, who ſells ro the poor Gnner, and it 


is the poor finner, and none but heewhobuyes of Chriſt. 


And becaulc it is {o, therefore every poor ſinner hath: 


yery ſtrong incouragement to come and buy of Chriſt, 
Bread, and: Wine, _ os i,e,all the good o_—_ 
3 OU 


Incouragement 
ro come 2nd 


buy of-Chriſt. . 
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Thar it is Je- 

. ſus Ch. iſt who 
ſells all encou- 
ments ia this. 


Chriſts ſelling 
is n-thing elſe 
but giving. 


@- 


Ca 


Chriſts price is 
our taking and: 
receiving. 


ſoul doth nced, Sorhen conſider, 
1 Theencouragements tram this, That it is 


 Encouragements ta buy of Chriſt, Chap. 4 


Jeſw 


Chriſt, who bath all, and ſells all to the poor Sinner, ' and 


you may take notice of- encouragements to the 
Siuner by.this,they may all be comprizcd tathis, a 
never ſells dear ta the poor; for | 


Chriſt 


r Chrifts ſelling s norhing elſe but giving, whatſoever 


Chriſt bids you te buy of him, # isall al 1 


Scrip-= 


cares ile giving, Rev. 2.17, 7 wil give bim ro em of 
the hidden manneh,and 1 will give him a white ſtone, and in 
the ſame a new nameRey.21.6, 1 will give to him, that is a 
thirſt of the fountain of the water of life freely, 1 The(.4.8. 


who hath alſo. given wnto us. hzs boly {pirit, 2 Thel.. 


2, 16, 


Who hath given #4 everlaſti ng conſolation, and good hope, 
through Grace, John 14.17, My peace I give unto you, Joh, 
10,28, I give unto them eternal life, Atel3, 34, i witl 
grve you the ſure mercies.of David; (o then, it Chriſts ſel- 
ling unto you, bee bur Chrilts giving unto you,then you 
who are poor Sinners have {uftcient encouragement to 


come and buy of Chriſt, 


2 Chriſts price, is your takitty or receiving, wilt tho 


bee made whole ſaid Chrift to the impotent many as 


it hee 


had ſaid, art thourcoimented that I ſhould heal thee of 
thy diſeaſe? All that Chriſt ſtands for with a poor Sin- 


ncr, is but to take and receive trom'Chriſt whar 


hee 1s 


willing to give, To 46 many as received hin hee gave this 
dignity,go bee the Sonnes of God, John 1, 12, here is my ſelf 


om thou needeſt, do but receive mee; here is 


falya- 


- Here 


tion offered to thee, do nor. negle bug receive. it; 


is mercy, receive the forgiveneſs of thy” fins, here is 
grace offcred, lay hold on ut, accept it-; Here is wo 


rightcouſneſs, do but pur on this garment; Here is 


catit » and here 1s winedrink it. This is the great price 
is. T: 


of Chrift, and of all the good which Chriſt ſe 


read, 
ake 


mee, receive and accept of mee, and of all the good I 
ofter to thee; Our Buying is nor laying down any thing) 


. to the worth of Chriſt, or graceor mercy, bur it is an 


acknowledging of that worth thar is in them,and a judg- 


ing of them worthy of all acceptarion, 


3 Chriſt 


Pe 


"IR 


Chap. A Incouragements co buy of (briſt. | 


2 


mem. 
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3 | 
of Chriſt; Hee ſells not. tor ready money," or for an 
ching which ,one can: bring, bur altogether upan coal 
Creae ſaith Auſtin, et mandxcaſt ; Belceve and thou haſt. 
caten; ſo ſay I, beleeve and thou haſt bought; Doeſt. hou 
count mee able and faithful ſaith Chriſt > 1t thou can# 
but ſet thy ſeal of faith unto all which-Chrilt hath pro- 
miſcd to. gives thou haſt bought all :.If.chou canſt be- 
leeve, all things are poſſible. Belteve and thou ſhalt bee' ſa- 
ved, Act,16, 3 ; pungent things you defife when you 
pray, beleeve that you receive them, aud you: hall have 
them,Mat. 11.34. | 

4 Chriſt ſells for ask,ng and begging,” :Ashand it ſballbe 
given unto 10%, Mate7,7. Atkand' youſhalreceive, that' 
your joy may bes full, John 16.24,1f chan kneweſt the gift 
of God,. and whoitis that ſaith nvtothye, give meto drink, 
thou wouldeſt bave aked of him, and hee would bave given 
thee living water. John A,to, If a ſon jbellack broadof any: 
of you that is a fighorwill you givd him a ſtoneLukn nts 
If you then being gvil kygw how togive good gifts unto your 
children, how much more (hall jour heaventy father give the 
Holy Spirit to thera that ask himvex;13.1t the poor Sinner 
will. but come to Chrifts daos agd:bepy.\ Chriſt will open 
the door, and-give unto him, (3 e1tor 260 0305 92150 

5, Chriſt fells for nothing ,, Wien apooriSimer comes 
to Chriſt and ſaich; good Maſter E-need mercy, and I 
aced love, and I necd righteouſneſs;and I neediholinefle, 
and I nced FeAres and I need heayen, and I need all;bur 
| have nothingart;all to pay' for.all:theſe,: why © now, 
Chrilt(cllsallchisro poor Singets for norhing;'Come aud 
buy wine and milk, withons money avd; withasr price, {aith 
the Text. When thoſe two Debtors bad(nording (to pay, 
bee freely forgives thens both, Luke.9. 42. How ſhall: hee 
not with bimſclf freely give 1s all things, Rom:8.3z wha 
ſo eyer wall, let him take the waters pf | life reelw,> Rrw, 
23,17, © nf:7 LTP ICON 9775 07s Ou 

2 The Incouragement from this that you are peor f1- 
wers who come 19 buy of Chriſt, all that eencerns;be belp of 
Jevr poor ſouls, | | I The 


Chriſt ſells #pon truſt; hee who truſts Chriſt, 'buys Chriſt ſells up= 


on Truſt. 


4 


Chriftt ſells for 


asking, 


Chriſt cells for 


nothing. 


It is'rhe poor 
Sinner that 
buys encous 
ragements 
from thence. 
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The poor may 
buy upon, 
Chriſts ſcore. 


tr 301 
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The poor may 


buy with 


Chriſts purſe, 


The poor may 


tuy nfon 


Chriſts pro- 


miſcs, 


x The Poor Sinner, when hee is to buy, hce may and 
ſhauld by vpn Chriſtsſcoze, voir may come in Chrilts 
Name, ard buy in Chriſts Name:and trade'in his Name, 
and take up'in tis Name, Thou mayeſt ſay to God thus; 
Fathcr I come to thee from Chriſt, hec hath ſent mce to 
tc, and hath bid m2e ule his name, for his Name 

ſake forgive me my ſmnes; - and for his Name ſake giveme 
Sracc, and love; Do: mee good, help mee for his ſake ! 
Now mercy and allyilbbec had, No ' Sinner can buy 
in his, ows# Name, and yetthe Pooreſt Sinners may come 
and buy in Chriſts Name, What ſoever yee ſhall ask the Fa- 
ther in my Name, he will give it zou,Joh.16.23. 

2 The: Poor Simmer hen hee is to buy any thing _ of 


Chriſt, He»/# and ſhould make -nſe of Chrifts purſe:what 


the Lord ſpeaks in If. 27,5. Let him take hold of my ftrewgth 
that kee may make peace with mee, and hee ſhall make peace 
with mee, That may bee faid in this caſe, of a Poor Sin- 
ners buying ofChriſt, let him rake hold of rhe ſtrength 
of Chriſt, and-hee ſhall bee able enongh to trade with 
Chriſt; And jndeed- when Chriſt bids a' poor Sinner 
ro come unto him, hee gives ſtrength ro come; and when 
hee bids him toi/buy, hee gives him 'money to buy, purs 
money 11 his -ſacks : ſecretly - conveys his own 


ſtrength into our hearts ro deal with hindelf, for all 


the good whichiont poor ſouls do need, Chriſt doth 
furmſh the poor Sinners with as much defre,and as much 


faith, as will ſerye to buy,ts procure any mercy and help 


from him: - : 1} 0A 0 Db | 

3 The poar Sinnersmmaj buy and ſtrike the Bargain 
with Chriſty _ Chrifts promiſes ; Hee mav' britig ſo 
much to Chrift as will carry it with Chriſt : Lord Jcſus 
here is thy promiſe, to cafe 4 laden ſoul | Here is thy 
Promiſe, not to rejett any that comes to thee, Here is thy 
promiſc, to give them that a5k | Here is thy Promiſe, to 


, flluhe hungry,.to help the needy, to ſatiate the- ſoul of the 


wear} ;to give power to them that have no might,to give 

etcrnal lite to them that beleeve, wap: 4 

4 T he poor Sinner may lay downgas much as (rift ſtands 
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CEL AOT CE A Ns LEE 


. 3 ney 
0 1 They ftand idle allthe day uf. "a the market day, _ the day 


for and expetts, and tharis oiely, 
: Anhumble confeflion of his own abundant miſe- ly dowa us| 
ries and wants, . | — as _ 
2 Anacknowiddgemen QF his own emptineſs andiuns Oe 
worthinels, =: . w_ | 
'3 A looking onChriſt and grace as the onely fowu- - 
ys" of his hel Tongs /” xn 6 a | 
| liking a eſtimation of all that Spiritua 
ood which Chriſt can give. | at 
- 5 _ carnelt deſire and a ſole dependence on Chrilt + 
Or a 
6 Anhear willing to receive all from him, 


SECT. VI. 


3 Third uſe of this point (that poor Sinners may Y 
| farcand ſpecd wellzif they will come and bu ſe3. of 
of Chriſt) {ball bec for reproof of multitudes of Sinfull RPr2%'s 
Pcople, who come not to Chrift ts buy of him this ſpiritual came noc to 
ard ſaving good which concerns their ſouls, \ ; Chriſt co buy 
It is a very truth that Chriſt onely ſells the beſt wares: of bim, 
and yer Chriſt hath onely the feweſt caſtomers : 
Sinner can buy onely of Chriſt, and yerthe Sinner is 
moſt unwilling 'to come and: buy of him: Hee will 
beertrading with any, but with Chriſt; hee will trade 
with Satan, and hee will trade with the world, and hee 
will trade with hunſelf , yea- with his own fioful 
laſts; But you cannot perſwade him to trade with Chrilt, 
There are three things unto: which I would briefly 
{peak concerning this, | | 
1 Thar che generality of finners do not come ro Chriſt 
to buy of him. 
2 ans cauſes =_ y - not cy 
3 iE1r Sreat 11 and Mulcry rnacredy, 20ner 
. 1 That - encrality of Sinners ds ——_ and buy of _ +——_y 
Cbri#t the — which reſpe&s their ſouls, Four things ' of ChciR. 


may convince you of this They ſtand 


Ghap.4 £ Moſt Sinners wil not buy of. Chriſt: OY 2 ”_ | | 


| - Thepror nay +, 


— a WE Ie AP. 4 5 
*% 


"They blo; 
norhing. 


They r«fufe 
Chr; offers, 


as if they needed not to buy any thing. 


Golpel ſeaſons ate Chriſts marker days to fell, | and 


your market days to buy. By the Goſpel hee opens 
his tteaſtires of (alvation; jandby the Golpel hee 'calls 
out to Sinners; Come and fee, come and buy ? 'and c- 
very Foe {pjennt paſleth by, takesnonotice, or ſits 
fill ! I beſeech you what have wee done {the moſt of 
us) ſince the enjoyment of the Goſpel, to enjoy Chriſt, 
or to get the poſſeſſion of the rich things of Chriſt fox 
our | and needy fouls ! what have wee done* ro be 
ſaved > what thoughts,and what cares, and what deſires 
and what prayers, - and what tears, and what pains, 
hath the precious things which Chriſt hath ro ſell, coſt 
us; Many will not come ahd hear, and many come only 
to hear, very few do come and buy : is hee willing to buy 
who is not willing to ſtir:nay whois notwilling to ſpeak? 

2 They offer nothing : fuppoſe that one comes Into a 


| Ihopof wares , but will not offer.a penny for any of 
thewarcs, is this man willing to buy > So-when Chrift 


reveals all the good which -a foul doth need, opens 
mercy \and love; 'and grace, and Peace, and happincſs, 
and offersto trade with you for them, tells vou his 
price, upon "what terms you may haverhemall, bur 
then you donor offer him any thing, you donor bid him 
atall, you :do not ſay, Lord Iamcontcnt to: beerhis, 
or coment to dothar, 1o_ that I'may enjoy thy {cltand 
;graces and comforts, ]' am contentto heer, 1 am con- 


_.tentto Pray, I amcontentiorr»# thee; Tam content to 


receive from thee; Tam content to bee made thine, Tam 
content that thow ſhouldeſt ſet p thy ſeif in zny ſowl, That 
thou ſhouldeſt ſlay and deſtroy mny fmtul tafts;hat thou 

ſhouldeſt write thy law in my heart. | 
3 They refuſe the effers,when Chritt trades with them, 
and offers himſelf, and his 'righceoutfixs, and his ſpirit, 
anti fife;:rhey refafe co heatken, they -refale ro: reecive 
tum atul thetn, Mar.123037, Yowwonld nearbee gathered, 
yee will not come unto mee, whey 'in Lake 14, 18; made 
their ex e#ſe:" they in It, 22.3, won!ducr come ts ar 

1-1 we 


ky 


LS 


Chap: 4: Why moſt Simers dome buy of Chriſty =. 219 


wrdding :- How often hach Chriſt come with-all his gra- 
cious offers to our fonls,and- begged of us robuy of hump 
you are dead, and here is life for you, you are If mms 
and here iswercy for you; youare poluted, andihere is 
halizefe for. you; Bur men will not cloſe with Chrift,they 
will not accepe of his gracious offers, Chriſt cannor faſten 
4 They break, of with diſcomtentment, becauſe Chrift They break 
will wot come to their iprice : Hee inthe Goſpel came rnun- of wih dil- 
2ing to Chrift, ard hngeled to hins, and ashed bins, good contentb e 
what ſhall: do that { may have cternal life, Mack, uſe Chiift 
r0.7p. ChrilF tolls him what was to beedone. verſe 234 Bit 02 come 
Hee bids bins ga andfell all and give to the poor and to come —_ 
aud take mp his Croſs and follow him, and heſhould bave 
treaſures in heaven: Here Chriſt ſet him the price of all 
heayenty treaſures, bur now che man is diſconcented, ks 
was fad at that ſaying,and went: away grieved; for hee had 
£reAb n = /4 0» &4 ; . +: 26 
Beloved, Chriſt fersus a price for to enjoy him, and 
all good by him : And carnal men ſet a price of their 
ownfor Chriſt, why > faith Chrift you muſt not give 
your hearts to the world, aandpou-muſt not give [your 
heartsto- ale lufts, you: muſt beemines onely, 
Now Carnal hearts break off with Chriſt, they are 'dif- 
contented at-this price -of Chrift;if they tmighe fer Chriſt 
2 price, they would buy, if-they might live as they lift, 
andlove as they lift; and walkas they li. 7: 
. 2. The cauſes why moſt of Sinners do not can andbuy of Why moſt 
Chrift, axecheſe” / 5 1 7 9 | —_— do | 
. I They do not ſeethemſelves to bee poor, they know not Chrit? of 
how wretched, and miſerable, .and deltieure they arc; They do nor | 
The apprchenſions- of men are takenup with the things fee itiemfelyes 
which concern their couryard ſtare; with things-ofithis #2 bee poor. 
preſent life, with their wants'of ourward things, and 
with cares for ourward things? Bur they are not tak- 
ch up” with the approhenſiors ia peg oo their 
mward ſpiritual and eternateondition :*They ſtady not 
che- condicidnef their ſouls, OP loft, and milcrat 
| C2 an 
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220 grower Sinners-do not Buy of Chriſt. Chap. 4 


-and undone-rtheir poor ſouls are without Chriſt: and the 
good things of 6 (wg coop abaan chey comenot 
RE-==- err oge rebend th ae of (i 
They do not 2 not r:gntly gpprevena t e true valne of [piri= 
Low ar the tual graces, and. orgs, — helps in Chriſt, _ 
_— pi» apprehend nor... Chriſt aright in. his. — Ra ſo they 
mew enings apprehend not the graces and comforts of Chriſt aright, 
| intheirexccllencies, Natural men are unable to diſcern, 
cither the intrinſecal beanty of them, or the reſpeftive nſe- 
fulneſſe feof them : The Swine trample Pearls under m 
feet» and (o.natural men flight, contemn, ſcorn the gr 
© cesof Chuilt,becauſe they arc of aSwiniſh\diſpoſitio wa 
cannot reach the worth of them with-their corrupt, and 
natural, and ſordid judgements, what renewing grace is? 
what an excellent condition that of faith is > how theſe 
do cnliyen, reſtorcy raiſc,difference,innoble,advancezand 
felicitate the  conditionof their ſou]s, they> apprehend 
not : They know not the value of Gods. reconciled fa- 
your»nor of pardoning Mercy NOT of the j Joyes of 'the 


_ \f ng j 


Ing 75 of pie with obo love of age Prevailin -a11d 
Co — _ earſed lids If amanbeclaid in priſon, and bound with 
ove of their of Iron, thee cannot;come forth : finful menare 


Jafts, c_ with the chains of their own luſts, with the love of 
their ſins: One with the chain of Priae, another with the 

| _ "a Unc leanneſr,-anothet with the pk wat 

xe[s* whilesa heart 1 1s [> C:OLUNA,1F 

' willnotcome and: buy of 6 ang loveot fiamakes 


7 _— wn; oppolite £0 ro cpniſt and alwaics renders the 


pay paris 07> uncorhem, 
They| think 66 w : es 4T - ods} ra oy have all theſe things withows 


= withous Joy pen withous ally More ade. = 
( Shgmey bo. two crrars1n finkal men, - : 


One - is; that th Gn that Mereris the. only thing 

) the they Sr ty to bring themto Heaven. 

| mg of Chri diſeberges thew ou 
alidueyer mb ir of of ror Chriſt; 
Ges 6 mercifel, and Ge. for jm 3, what 


would 
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Chap.4 Why mot Shmers donor Buy vf 6b. 221 


ever yau would bce ſaved; 'you muit repem;"itever you 
would finde that God merciful ro you; aud you muſt be> 
leeve, if ever you would- finde' that Chriſt good ro you; 
you. mult come and buy, 
come and. receive Chriſt, come and give up your ſelves 
co Chriſt, :come and-truſt on Chriſt, come andearnebly 


would you have, more'?- More, yes;1morerbanthusy If — 


come. and. treat with Chritt * 


/ 
4 


! 


/ - 


ſcck ro-Chriſt for .mercy,- grace, and for - every. mercy — 


which will bring you to Heaven. - ; | 
5 They are perlwaded that they are already come th 


They thi 

- ©... » ® + none 
Chrift, and have. already bought of him; Why \, this is it ceady bought” 
which undoes thouſands of ' fouls, they -rhink-that, they of Chr,  ,, 
have taken pollefhion, : that they are paſt comming and 7, | 


buy ing: And why'do vitlo think? I Wee have been V 


baptized, 2.Wee pr els our + felves to be Chriſtians. 

Wee £0 at: 4 Wee haye a; 200d. faicl all 
our daies. | 5-- Vee hope to: bee ſaved by Chriſti rt + 
© hburisthis all that-is included in commung to Chritts 
and buyingof Chriſt 1 > © F 

If every baptized jerſon bee com 
what need then is-there of the preaching of the Goll! 
bring menro Chriſt. >, And whence is :it+ thar{0-many 
baprized perſons are ſuch- enenvies to Chriſt, ; and ſo.f- 


verle to the truth, and holinefle, and-waics-of Chriſt.- /f - 


a meer profeſſing. of orfr ſelves to: 'bee '{briſtians,; bee this 
Cs ro 6d d buying of him, then the vileſi 


iſt,- an 
of men arealready cones to; «Chrifh, 'Swearers;Adul- 


already-to Chrift, _ 
pel to © 


terers,Scoftersz'allſorts of prophane livers; who'inmcheit 


works and cony | 
all Hypocrites alfo'are come to/Chrilt; If meer comming 
to bear the Goſpel of Chrift. bee thiscomming and buy- 
ing, what means aL Apo He 1 

206 heard> , But they have nit all obejed the Goſpel ;'\'bf an 
ignorant preſumption, that wee haye had a» good faith all 


our 'datcs,anJ make no queſtion to bee ſaved at the laſt; 
bee a comming. and: buying of Chriſt;-whence is-it that 
thefe confident Ignoramus-es know not what Chriſt is, 
or what faith is; tþat ghey never yet faw a need of Chriſt, 
ee Cc 3 Never 


eeluibandony and tepbpark Chriſt; and _ 


& in Rev, 1$6;18; Have they 
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222 Why maft Sitiners do not buy of Cb riſt- Chap. 4 
never yet hadheares brokew ant-prepared* for” Chrift, 
never yctthirfted after Chriſt; never yer haye' attained 
unto auy one faving workot Chriſt in their ſouls, : 

They areen- © & They are mniverſally ingaged in othey buyings and 
gapcd in other þarguanr, andthuskeeps them- oft from comming to-buy 
buy ngs- of Chrilt. My meaning is, thaz rhey-are''fo fer-upon' the 


workt;' and'rhe things thereof, thar they 'mrinde nor the 
Pearleof gread price, that one thing that is weceſſary: They 
. trade ſo much in the market of che world, that they can- 

os E hry ha Very aipker pho I bees preju, 
They rhink'k '- 7 They do very think, tar i wenld Bee's prejugice 
wouldbes166 Dh Bhat na wc core and buy of Chritt : As herthi# 
unto them to. yas rg buy the field of the hand of Naomi, andalfo of 
buy of Chriſt. 2h che Moabitefe, Ruth 4. 5. faid hee, 7 camot re- 
deem. it for my [elf, left 1 marremine own inheritance, yerl, 
6.. So. many. will - fot comme /and'byy ſaving Grace of 
Chriſt, leſt' they outd! marre their own ihherirance? 
marretheir reputations with lew'd and ungadly men; 
marre their eaſe and ſenſual dclights : marre their proud 

They ik OE 0 oben MaKry's dekr ſeller 
y thin he rift 33 42 4r frer, '& acar ns; 
Meier, 366 With, and hee expeAsſo-much/itr hattd, this prejet> 
dice: keeps many'from dealing with himes 0 hs 
Thy grer fin. ©, F The great ' fin and miſery in _—_ — 
be notbuying Chrift > I will ſumme up what I would ſaytotiiis,in four 

of Chriſt. pa 013 FUELED MK 1s ei abt 2 

=» I Ht is apecutiarferting againſt God in bis-compleat”-de» 
fees Pen PE 4f 4 fnmerr fubwaciaw'y againſt all Ins wiſtorwe; and 
God 545+ 4e. connlel, and purpoſe; agaitiſt «this Zeve;and Grace and 
fgn of a filincers Kindneſle, and: 30 dneſle; againſtall his Care, /tr, 
ſalvarion. and proviſions; Albtheſe were laid our in Chrift, and ap- 
peared in Chriſtzin eheanoineng of Chriſt, 'ro help and 


. . 


Ee 


fave ſinnets, in lapinshinfor xfoungarion, infending 
and' giving himtobeca sedemprion, and 'propitiation,in 
filling and enrichins of kim, that hee might fill and en- 
rich us poor ſmners, and yet you- willnotcome tohim, 
and buy- of him; and thus you flurre all the- glorious 
deſigns; and coutifels, and thoughts ' of Gods _ 


ſo much, and cadured ſo much. an 


of our ſouls, anthaveyee indecdbonghr then? 


eruthes, inall the offers, inall che communas 


F e$h4= 45 ># 


ciows termes Of it, 1n all the 


contema the S 
from the goodnelle of irby, your uabelect. 1 
3 lt is apeculiar finuing againſt rat Cbrift,, who did. 
d h, laid down-o much, 
to. buy you,:.andall happineſle for you: To purchaſe 
all glory,aud all mercy, and. all grace, and after all this 
love.and bounty;,8c. you will not come and - buy of 
him,who hath fo dearly bought, youy-[and all goof fr 
YOU, , 91> $.£ BIY $000 V1: 3H 
4 1t is 4 peculiar ſinning againſt your. own ſouls, which 
will as certainly bee Joſt, and-tamiſhed, and perith, as the 
Pooreſt'Beggar will, who cannot get a bir of bread, and 
draught of water to preſerve his lite : Tbeſeech-yzou once 
for all; can a {inaer;,bee . ſaved without + Sayigur 3 can 


grace or glory bee had without Chrolt ?- why, your:fouls * 
will pcrifh, and 
your figs, and\underall.yaurwants,: ur 


.muſt periſh, you will and muſt die in 
YOu COMmeto 
pe your. damnation will. bec 


Chriſt, and buy-afhim : 
tul, becauſe you might aye 


{ſo righteous, and ſo drea 


had all aving good in and from:Chriſt; bur - you wauld 


at come and buy of him. 
| a; -- SECT. #1; 


To ſe 4 H Ath Chriſt all.\that thepoorfinner needs ? 


LcheiBread and the Wine, and the Milk, and 
muſt the poor ſinner come -to Chriſt and buy:thoſe of 
"hind, : Then 


Chiift the goodk things which concerns-the ſavinggood 


Two 


as a lye,.or you-exclude your ſelyes 


It is a peculiar 


A! ink 
Jelus 5% 


Tris a peculiar. | 
finning againſt ., 
your own ſouls. ' 


Ty your | 
ſecs whether 

1a have. 
let us try onr ſelves, whether weehavebeen bogir of 


 Chriſtscylemersarno > have any afus come to buy:of Chift oc ae, 


þ2E3 


Ws "EI 


#24 -"Tyydloheher wwe ge willing ro'Buy. Chiap.4 
=O TworkingsI willfhewyoufor this 

© '-'x. Oneig, How you may kaow that youare willing 
to'buy rhele things of Chriſt "WM 


— —_ | Shy jou #:ap know that you are willing to buy theſe 

knew thar wce J os Joi a s J 

are willingto ſpiritual graces and comforres of Chriſt? 

buy. Sol. There are'fivc things rhat will ſhew that. 

ves thirtewdle: ., 5 Hee that « willing to buy, will goto the markzt, or to 

Jing cobuy,wall the place where the chings (which hee r arc to bee 

"20 w the fold, heeftandsnotupon pains, 'and'treyail; bee it as far 

marker, and as Epypt,thicher will Jacobs ſons go down to buy food to pre- 

ule the means. [ewe their lrves : And rhus it is with us; if wee do indeed 
{ce our ſpiritual wants, aid if wee- would indeed come 
'andbuy of Chriſt, w-e will #/e allrhe means by which 
wee may obtain all the which Chriſt hath to (ell w1- 

ro our poor ſouls: And'more than that,wee will «ſe thoſe 

micans in ſuch amanner, as men do, who would (with all 

thre Danreyy injoy the good whichrhey do really need, 


© hs 4 
Three proper- -...” There are three properties inthe uſing of means,where 
\- ve wot 'men are willing to injoy a good: - ; 
pu - T Earlineſs,This will be their firſt work,and their chief 
/ Earlinefs. work,Pſal. 63.4.0 God, thou art my God, early will I ſeek. 
EET; thee,Thoſe' that ſeek mee early, ſhall finde mee, Prov, 8. 17 
Earncfinefs, 3 Earneſtneſſe. This will bee their great work, and their 
laborious work; with my 'whole heart have I ſought thee, 
Pal. 119. 10. My ſonl followeth hard after thee, Pal. 63. 
8, If thou incline thine eare unto wiſdome, and apply thine 
heart to underſtanding, if thou cryeſt after knowledge, and 
lifteft wp thy voice for underſtanding; if thew ſcekeſt her as 
 flver, and' ſearcheft for 'her, as for hid' treaſuiress Then 
fhalt thou underſtand the fear of che Lord, and finde the 
knowledge of God, Prov, 2.2, 3; 5. | -51-2F 
Stedfaſtnds. © _ 3  Stedfaſtneſſe, - I will not {cr thee go, except thon .bleſſe 
ee, Gen. 33,26, Orr ejer wait uponthe Lord onr' God, 
until that bec have mercy «pon 19;P(al, 123: 2; Tf you bee 
indeed willing to buy the ſpiricual good<hings for your 


2 Accords, tow you may know that you have in- 
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 Chap-4 . Thyal whether wee are-villing co buy. 225 © 


poor ſouls, afluredly you.will bee uſing all -the means 
by which they are  conyeyed unto yay :. you will bee 
hearing, and praying, and ſearching, and ſeeking, and you 
will ule thoſe means in anather manner, than heretofore 
you uſed them, with another kinde of ſpirit, Prov, &, 
34. Bleſſed is the man that heareth. mee, watching daily at 
”y gates, waiting at the poits of my doors. O firs 1 A poor 
ſinner will now hear, & for bu hife, and hee will pray, as 
fer hs life; you may finde him every day at'{ briſts door , 
and every weekat Chrifts market; In' Goſpel Ordinan- 

ces, and Goſpel duties, and intheule of them, his very 

ſoul cnes out, Lord, give mee C hriſt, for C hrifts ſ ake, ge 


mee grace, ſhew race MErcy, 8c. 


2 Hee that is willing to buy, doth not only-came tothe Hee likes the | 


market to get wares, but hee dath like | the wares which 
are to bee bought, This Bread will feed mee, and this Cloth 
will cover mee, and this #ine will comfort mee, and this 
A1ilk will nouriſh mee, 'Thus is it with a poor ſinner who 
is —_ buy ſpiritual graces and comforts of Chriſt: 
O faith hee ! here is the Holireſſe which will change my 
vile heart, and here is the Ri ghreovſne which will co- 
ver my ſoul, and here is the Afercy which | will pardon 
os oy and hereis the Love and Peace which will quiet 
an 

che « cok Chriſt hach toſell; all of them ſeems very pre- 
cious in his eyes, and ſingularly ſarable unto his con- 
dition; I muſt have every one of them, whatſoever 
they coſt mee : I muſt have this grace, and that grace 
and I muſt haye mercy, and I muſt have righteouſneſs, 
and I muſt have. Gods teconciled favours I muſt have 
all that. Chriſt hath to ſell;-you would think hima 
ſtrange man, who comming to a great market, ſhould 
like all, and bee contented and deſirous ro buy up all, 
to ingrofle the whole market to! himſelf; and more 
than this, would buy them thatare to ſell, And yet 


VY arcs, 


# - 
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d my conſcience : Hee is exceedingly rakenwicth 


thus it is with a poor finner, who comes to buy of Chriſt, + 
hee is taken with all which Chriſt hath to ſell;hee would © 


with 


buy alland Chriſt a wopwha ſells al,Ic is not thus — 
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He will come 
up to the Ptice, 


He wil! watch 
and rake the 
time of buying. 


with a vain parrending Soner wh intends, not to buy, 
bce is exherraken with norhing which Chriſt hath to fell, 
or ele: wigh{omethings-onely of Chriſt; hee is willing ro 
have-meney to have peace; to-have heaven, bur he cares 
nor. for grace for holineſs, tor the renewing and reform- 
ing works of rhe ({pirit of Chrilt, 

3 Hee that is willing to buy, doth not onely like the 
warc$,: bur alſo. hee will come upte the price at which they 
are-to bee bawght ; thisT will have faith the ſeller, and 
that | will give faiththe buyer + it is one thing to look 
upon it, and cheapen it, and it is another thing to buy 
it ; hee that will indeed buy, hee will come up to any 
reaſonable price which you do ſet upon the ware,as Abra- 
ham, Ger, 23,9, Fhus' is it with. a poor Sinner who 
comes indeed to buy of Chrift ſpirmual grace, and ſpiri- 
rual comforts, hee is contented ro:come up to Chritts 
price, wonld have Mercy Lord! Then faich Chrift, 
you waſh, repemt; who ſe confeſſeth: and forſakgih his:ſyues 
ſhall have mercy, Prov.28.13.' O: Lord ſajth'a poor Sin- 
ner, Twrs thauwee, end Ifhall be turned; Þ amas willing 
r2 leavemy fins, 'as Tam: to receive meroy: to: pardon 
them : 1 men/d bee. Chriſts Diſciple, then you: muſt deny 
your ſelves, anditake up bis croſſe : 1 would have my fins 
ſubaxed, my;lnfts mortified, then. faich:Chriſt you muſt 
depend on.me forftrensth and'avoid finful occations. O! 
faich apoor Smaer (who/comes to buy of Chriſt) I de- 
fire =o on thee,'O: Chriſt on thy power, and on thy 
promile,: PETE ob | He 

4: Hee chat (is: willing: to buy, hee #11 watch the 
tire» and bee will take the vime of lmying. There is a time 
to.pet, 'and' a time Tina faith Solomon, Eccl.3 6, EVELY. 
day is not themarker day ; A wile Merchant will nor 
let flip hisoccafion;! but hee lays. hold on the preſent 
oppormmiry.: and. ſodorh: the poor Sinner, who is in- 
gdeed wiling.ta buy of Ehriſt;as.hee:comes up to Chriſt s 
price, ſohee: comes up td: Chrifts rime; Beloved XChriſts 
ime,” is the piofere time: that is our time to buy of Chriſt, 
when it is Chriſts time to ſell unto us; whenthe comes 
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' and offers and calls, when hee ſeeks us, when he knocks 


arour doors, when hee cryes out -untous- come aud 
buy,that is our timeto buyz O if thow baaſt kwown 
this thy day the things which concern thy peace, Luk. 19, 
42. To day ifyouwill hear his voice, Heb. 3. 7. Bebold, 
now #5 the accepted time, behold, now ts the day of ſalua- 
tion, 2 Cor. 6, 2. Now here is one difference berween an 


empty pretender, anda real buyer :XThe one doth wit> >, © 


lingly neglect his time, bur the other doth wiſely ap- < 


prehend his time : the one dallies and puts oft buying 


co the future, but the other confines his buying unto ' 


the preſent. O ſaith n vain empty ſelf-coneeired Sin- 
ner, it 15 time cnough hereafrer to get Chriſty ro gct 
faith, to get holineſs; to get repentance, to get mercy, 
to make ſure of heaven, i» od age, in fickxefie, and thus 
hee purs off the bargain, and he will not deal with Chfilt, 
and buy of him?But now a poor Sinner who would in- 
deed buy, is like that merchant 7nyhe Goſpel, Mat. 23, 
who no ſooner fonnd a pearl of great price, but preſently 
hee bonght it : Hee takes the preſent offers of Chriſt 
andgrace ; O faith hee, It is infinite mercy that 
Chriſt makes ſuch ofters unto mee > And if- I thguld 
neglet them > perhaps I may never meet with the like 
again all my days > who would retuſe a profes PO 
neſs > Suppoſe one came and offered bread to one that is 
ready to ſtarve, or drink to one that i3 ready to dye for 
Thirſt > would they ſay we will receive theſe at your 
hafids a year hence > O nc , where there is a preſent 
necefliry, there a preſent help is moſt acceptable. 

5s Hee that is willing to buy, 1s willing to ſell, that he 
mAy compaſs the things thit hee is very defirans to buy:you 
read of the Zgyptiaws (when the famine was ſore a- 
moneſt them ) that they parted with their mox»y for 
bread ; and then they parted with their Carre! tor 
bread, and. then they parted with eAl! for Fread (buy 
4 4nd our land for bread, and give us food that wee may 
live and not dye, Gen,47.t4,17,19, Thus is it with a 
poor Sinner whois pinched wirh ſpiritual hunger and 

a D dz wants 
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Keis willing 
to ſet} rhar hee 
may buy, 
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Three alls 


muſt be ſold. 


All Cnful lufts. 


Ali worldly 


All felf. 
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wants: heeis willing to fcll all that he hath, that hee 
may buy all from Chriſt, which hee wants, Mar. 13. 
44. TheKingdome of heaven is like unto atreaſure hid in a 
field, the which when a man hath found hee hideth, and 
for joy thereof goeth and ſelleth all that hee hath, and bujeth 
that feeld, | & | 
T here are three «/1s which a- poor Sinner is willing to 
Je! (to put cft;to part with) ſo that hee may have Chrilt 
2 - ſpiritual graces and comforts and enjoyments by 
Chrilt, | 
1 Allhz fnful I»ſts,and all his former finful waies and 
ſinful courſes of lite: what have Ito do any more with idols; 
as willingly as any ſick diſeaſed man would part with 
diltempers tor health, or as any imbandaged man,would 
part with ſlavery for liberty. | 
2 All his worldly eft inzations aud advantages : as AMe- 
ſes refuſed to bee calledthe Sonne of Phareahs daughter ghu- 
ſing rather to ſuffer aſſlifttion with the people of God, than 
ro enjoy the pleaſures of pune for #4 ſeaſon, eftecming the re- 
proaches of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſares in Egypt, 
Heb. 11 .24,25,26, | 
3 All bs ſelf ; His (cl-wiſdome, aid his felf-will, 
and his ſelf-rightecuſneſſe, and his (clt-ſufficiencies, and 
his ſelf-confidences, and his ſelt-ſeekings,and his ſclf-ad- 
vantages, 1 have ſoferes the loſſe of all things, and do 
connt them but dung, that I may wine Chriſt, Phil. 3, 8, 
Try your ſelves by this,you thart fay that you are willing 
to come and buy of Chriſt; are. you: ſo willing to ſell;as 
you areto buy ? ro bee diſpoſleſfed, as to bee poſlel- 
{ed ? to want much of what you have, as to enjoy 
much of what you want'> ſaid one, Abjice teftmm et ac- 
cizecelaum: | would only ſay, abjiceinfernum et accipe 
calum, abjice cruſtum, et accipe Chriſtum: Part with thy 
ſins, and here is Chriſt, and mercy, and all ; bee but 


willing to ſell all which will caſt thee into hell, and 
thou haſt bought all which will bring thee into heaven : 
if thou ſtick at this,thou neyer didſt 
tention to buy. of Chriſt, | 


come with areal in- 
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2, 9 Inowcom2tothe ſecond Queſtion, how you- How we may 
now that we 


bave bonght- 


I Sol. Youſmay know this,by the things themſelves of p,, the things 
themſelves of 
which you are 


219. 


may know that you have tmdeed bought any ſpiritual graces 
er comfort at the hand of Chriſt, 


which you now ſtand poſſeſſed ; The things which a poor 
Sinner have bought of Chrilt arc ſuch, 
1 As none can ſell bur Chritt, I 
2 As are to bee found i11 Chrilts promiſes, as well as 1n 
our hearts, | 
3 Asarcin a dire&t and peculiar manner anſwerable 
nn; and helpful of our ſpiritual wants and diltreſ- 
cS. | 
: If thoſe good things (which you imagine your 
ſelves ſeized ot) Bee ſuch as meer natiire will afford unto 
Jox, or which your nataral parts and endowments will 
bring in unto you, or - which an ingenious ed#cation, 
will give you, or which your ows ſt#dies, andabilities 
will procure unto youz or which the confluence and a> 
bundance of the creatures will deliver over unto you,they 
are not things bought of Chriſt ; becauſe thoſe rhings 
which are bought of Chriſt, are ſuch as none but Chriſt can 
fellor give, True grace, true peace, true mercy, and 
love ; the very bread and water of lite, are not to bee 
bought of any but of Chriſt alone ; hee onely is the 
Lord ofthele treaſures,and keeps the .keyes of them, it 
what you have bee no more than what you can give 
unto your ſelves, it it bee no more than what the crea- 
turecan help you unto \ it is not the true purchaſe, it is 
not any thing bought of Chriſt : what Chriſt doth ſell 
untoa poor Sinner, and what the poor Sinner doth buy 
of Chriſt, that ſame, none doth el but Chriſt,and the 
por Sinner cann2t buy them of any but of Chriſt : Ir is 
race,and it is mercy, and it is love; and it is peace from 
jo Chriſt our Lord. 
. Secondly, If you have indeed. Dug of Chriſt, *then 
the qualities (whither of grace or comfort) which are in 
Jour ſouls, may bee matched with the things that aye to bee 
fernd in the promiſes of Chriſt, that holineſs now in jon y is 
Dd 3 of 
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know this by 
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of the ſame ſtampe for the nature and efficacy of ir, with 
the Holineſſe which (hriſt hath promiſed to give unto poor 
diſtreſſed Sinners, and that peace, Foy, and : Comforr, 
which your hearts do now poſleſs,it 15 of the ſame kind, 
and procceds from the ſame cauſe, and produces in you 
che ſame fruics, which that peace,and joy,and comfort 
do, that Chriſt hath promiſed : beloved, all the ſpiricual 
good which wee come to enjoy, is fr/t inthe prowiſe,and 
xext in: and it is of the ſelf fame naturegbeing inus, 
as that is which is inthe promiſes of ChriſtzIt rhar or 
in you,benot a good in the promiſe ofChriſt;5r it it be of 
a diftercnt nature from that in Chriſts promiſe, ic is not 
a good bought of Chrilt, for ;Jeſus Chriſt ſells nothing ro 
any poor Sinner but what hee promiſerh to give unto a 
poor Sinner, : 
Thirdly, If you have indeed boughr of Jeſus Chriſt , 
then thoſe things which you do now enjoy » are ſuch as 
are every way anſwerable unto your ſpiritual wants, aud 


are helpful of them; for ſuch are all rhe Sales of Chriſt 


_ _ unto any poor Sinner; They are breadto the hungry, 


and waters to thc Thirſty; and raiment tO the »aked,and 
balm to the wounded, and healing tothe fiek, you have 
the very Wiſdome, which the fooliſh and Simple Sinner 
doth need, and you have the righteonuſneſſe which the 
ongedly Sinxer doth need, and you have the ſartity, 
which a polluted Sirner doth need, and you have the 
redemption which an enthralled Sinner doth need , and 
you ve the Peace which a troubled Sinner doth 
need, | |. 

2 You may know that you have indeed bought of 
C. _ by ſomething in your ſelves, ] will but mention four 
Of them, j 


1 Your hearts will be much endearcd to Chriſt for | 


what he hath ſold unto you. . : 
2 Youwill ſpend what you have bought of Chrift;up- 
on Chriſt, | 
3 Yau will fo like the Bargain which you have 
bought, that Chriſt ſhall have your cuſtome as I-ng as 
you liyc. | 4 You 
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4 Youwill nor fell what you have bought, _ 

1 Your hearts will bee much idcared to Chriſt, 
for what you bave bought of Chriſt: As your graces and 
comforts will exceedingly delight and pleaſe you, fo they 
will exceedingly jndear Chriſt unto you, you will 
prize him, and loye him; and blefle him to all erexnity 
tor them *The pardoning mercy, the reconciled love, 
the juſtifying-righteouſnels, the renewing-grace, the 
comforting-ſpiri, the pacifted confcience, nw enjoyed 


RR 


A 

Our hcarrs wil 
be much in+ 
dcared to 
Chriſt, 


by you from Chriſt, will alluredly raiſe in your hearts 


 arranſcendent admiration of the love of Chriſt, and * 


beger in you ſuch a ſurpaſſing love to Chriſt, as the like * 


you never found before in your ſoules, you will ingrave 
upon all your ſpiritual bargains;this I got from my good 
Chriitz this change, this mercy, this loye, this joy, this 
peace, this all from my good Chrilt; ſo good, ſo kinde, ſo 
rich to mee, a poor and unworthy ſinner, | | 
Secondly, You will ſpend all upon Chriſt, if you have 
boxght of Chriſt. None of #4 liveth to himſelf, whether 
wee live, wee liveunto the Lord, Rom. 14.7, 8. Chriſt is 
the efficient, and the 'end of all, All Chritts ſales are to 
make us ſerviceable unto Chriſt; whatſoever ſtock hee 
puts into our hands; it is to bee laid out for his glory, 
Grace makes us but his ſervants, and his comforts makes 
us more diligent in his ſervice: What you are, you are 
by his grace, and what you can do, ſhall bee improyed 
tor his honour, Not your ſelves, but Chriſt : As Chriſts 
ſelling differs from all other felling, tor (as Trold you 
before) his ſelling is buthis giving co us, fo our buying 
of Chrilt differs from all other buyings : The more wee 
buy of men, rhe more 1sour own; but the more wee 
buy:of Chriſt, the leffe are wce our own, and the more 
are wee his. Paul who bonght ſo much of Chriſt; Hee 
did ſpend, and was ſpent for Chriſt, hee counted not his life 
too dear for Chriſt; your crowns will bee caſt down art his 
teet for rhe ſervice of his glory. 
Thirdly, If you.have indeed bought of Chriſt, Chri/# 
ſhall have your caft ome all- yowr daicr; you finde _ 
| g90c 
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good uſage from him, that in any future want, you 


willgo te none but your Chriſt to furniſh you, and . 


' help youz you will lve on him, -and come to his gates 
for all helps; #»ro whons ſhall wee goe, ſaid Peter, T hou 
haft the words of eternal Life, Joh. 6. 66, Your addreſles 
will (Hl bee co Chriſt, and your dependances will till 
bee on Chriſt to perfe& what is in you. 

We will never . Fourthly, Hee who hath indeed bought of Chriſt, 
{ll whir wee Will never ſell what hee hath borght : I held him faſt, and 
have bovght. would not let himgo, It is ſo needful, fo precious, fo 
{wcet, ſo above all charge, that hee will not parc with 

It, 7. 


SECT, PII, 


fſe 5 Þ cannot yet quit this ſubje& of comming to 
; buy of Chrift, may poor ſuners come to Chriſt, 
Bee perſw _ and buy of him all that they doneed> Lertus all rhea 
mare" ary bee per ſwaded to drive a trade with Chriſt, to come to hins 
, and buy of him, 

There are ſeven Arguments to perſwade us poor fin- 
ners to come and buy of Chriſt. 

I The Excellency of the Wares, 

2 The Neceſlity of the Purchaſe, 

3 The Gooanels of the Seller, 

4 The Eaſineſſe of the Price. 
2 5 The Opportunity of the Market. 

6 The Benefit of the Bargain, 

7 Their Loſs by Negle&. | 

i The Excellexcy of the Wares : Thev are ſometimes 
called Treaſwres, Matth, 6, 20, The Pearle of great price, 


7 Arguments, 


The Excellen- 
cy of the 


Wagxcs. Matth. 13. 45. Living Bread, Joh. 6, Lo Water, Joh, 


4. 10, Prov. 3. 14. The Merchandiſe of it z5 better than the 
Merchanliſe of filver, and the gain thereof than fine gold, 
verſc 15, Shee is more precions thas Rubics, and all the 
things that thou canſt deviſe are not to bee compared to her, 
yerſe 16, Lexgth of dajes are in her right hand, and is her 


Argumentseo peiſwade to buy of C briſt.Chap. 4; | 


teft hand riches and honour, yerl. 17, Her waics ate a” | 
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of pleaſantueſſe, and 411 her paths are peace, yerle 18, Shee 
is 4tree of Life, tothem that lay hold upon her, and happy is 
every one that reteineth her, Here are all the excellencies 
of the world, and all che defircables of the world ſum- 
med up together, Silver, and fine Gold(which are things 
of profit) and precious Rubies (which are thingsof orna- 
ment) and honour, and pleaſure, and lite, and long lite, 
and peace, and happineſs (which are the things of every 
mans deſire) Now theſe things being compared with 
the things of Chriſt, are exceedingly ſhort of them, 
they arc not to bee compared with them : The riches of 
the world are not comparable to the riches of Chriſt; Chriſts 
riches arc tr#e, (by Gold of mee that thow mayeſ# bee rich, 
Rev. 3. 18.) and #»ſearchable; (The unſcarchable riches of 
Chriſt, Ephel. 3. $.) and durable (durable riches, Prov, 
8. 18.) The Ornaments of the world are not comparable to 
the Ornaments of Chrit, They are the Ornaments of the 
hidden man of the heart, 1 Pet. 3. 4. T hey are the beanties 
of Holineſſe, Pal. 110,3. They are pretions Jewels 
(There «s Gold, and a multitude of Rubies, bat the lips of 
knowledge are a precious Jewel, Prov. 20.15, The honours 
of the World axe not comparable to the honours of and by 
Chriſt : By him wee are the People of God, Heb. 8, 10, 
T he Temple of God, 2 Cor. 6, 16. The Sons and Daughters 
of God, 2 Cor, 6, 18, Hee hath made #4 Kings and Prieſts 
unto God, Rev.1n.6. The pleaſures of the world, are not 
comparable to the pleaſures of Chriſt; His comforts are 


the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, Aﬀ.9.31, His Foyes are 


unſpeakable, and full of glory, 1 Pet. 1.8. The Peace of che 
wWorldis not comparable to the Peace by Chriſt : This is a 
peace with God,Rom. 5. 1. And a peace that paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding, Phil. 4-7. Anda Peace, when Peace no where 
elſe is to bee found, Joh. 16. 33. The life and bleſſedneſſe in 
and by Chriſt exceeds all lite and blefledneſs ; it is no 
lefle than eterxal life (this is eternal life ro know thee, and 
him whons thou haſt ſent, Joh. 19, 3. and everlaſting bleſ= 
ſedneſss O come and buy of Chriſt ! Heeſells nothing 
that is mean, ordinary, common, whatſoeyer is to bee 
Ee bought 


- bought of him is excellent « The precious Chriſt ſells 
nothing bug what is precious: The' Graces, the Righ- 
tcouſneſs, the Liberty, the Intereſt, the Priviledges » the 
Comtorter, the Mercies, the Love, the Peace, th: Hopes; 
all in and from him are excellent, and precious. 

The Neceſſity 2 The Neceſſity of the Pnrchaſe; T he things themſelves 


and buy them, The things which Chriſt hath to ſell un- 
to a poor ſinner are ſo zeceſſary, that hee cannot ive 
withour them, nor die without them, nor bee ſaved with- 
out them. They arc the only things which do anſwer the 
wants of a poor ſinner, and which do repair the lofles 
of a broken ſinner The condition of a {inner is never 
alrered, nor relieved, but by the enjoyment of them; 
Give him what you will or canhee is ſtill a poor wrerch- 
ed ncedy undone linner, until hee hath Chriſt, and Mer- 
cy, and Grace, &c. Hee is ſtill under ſin, under wrath, 
under condemnation, undet death; under bondage, under 
Saran, under want, and doth f4/l ſhort of the glory of God, 
and mult fall thorr of the hope of Glory. Put on a dead 
man what Ornaments you pleaſe, hce is {tiil a dead man, 
entil lite bee put into hum © Give an baurgry man what you 
will,Yerthee 1s adiltreſled manuntil you give him bread; 
£1ve a Priſezer what,you will, yet hee is1n bondage until 
you give him 7iberzy, Nothing is lite, and help, and fal- 
vation toa pcor finner, but Chriſt, and the things which 
Chriſt ſells; And then it as #eceſsary that the ſinner come 
to Chriſt awd bay.cl{c your foules cait never get poſseſſion 
of them, Joh. 8. 24, {f yee beleeve not that I am: hee, ye ſhall 
die in your fins, Joh. 3. Hee that belteveth not the Son ſhall 
z0t ſee life; b:'t the wrath of Ged abideth en him, Beloved, 
It is impcflible for a finner to bee helped out of Chrift, 
for as much as hee is the fountain, and hee only is the 
| foundation, and all ſpiritual blefſings flow tous, from 
,. and by himtAnd it is as impoflible to be helped by him, 
| it wee come notto him, and trade with him; if you will 
ve nothing to do with Chriſt, refolye on it, you can 
have nothing todo with mercy, nor righteouſneſs, nor 
graces 


- 3 4 Arguwen ts to perſwade to buy of ( Chriſt. Chap.4 


ofthePurchate. are neceſſury; and it is neceſlary tor you to come to Chriſt. 
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Chap., Arguments to perſwade to bay of Chriſt. 235, 


Sracesnor peace : ſo that if you regard either your pre- 
{cnt condition, or your preſcat fruition, or your future 


expectation, it is neceſlary that you come and buy of 


Chriſt, 4 | 

3 The goodneſſe of the ſeller ; Never had any man ſuch 
grounds of encouragement, and confidence to buy of a- 
nother, as the poor Sinner hath to. come and buy of 
Chriſt, | 

There are twelve things obſervable 'in Chriſt (who 
ſells) towards poor Sinners who buy, | 

1 He cordially pitties them jn their ſpiritual wants and 
diſtreſſes, his ſoul is troubled for you. 

2 He # earneſt to helpthem, comes,ſceks, calls, cryes, 
knocks, promileth, ſtriverh., | 

3 He wonuld furnifh them preſently: you might bee 
ſaved at once; all would bee helped in a moment, 
Could hee but prevail with you tocome and buy. 

4' Hee doth uſe them kindely, not. an angry look, 
not one harſh word ,- not the leaſt diſcouragement , 
Hee will in ns wiſe rejett you , Fe will not break the brut- 
ſed Reta, nor quench the ſmoaking flax, 

Hee teacheth you the way andthe art how 10 buy of 
him, ask and you ſhall receive, beleeve and you (hall bee ſa- 
ved, 

6 Hegpgives unte them all that is requiſite to buy of him, 
]ives eyes, toſcethe worth of what hee ſclls, and gives 
an heart of faith ro come and buy:while the Goſpel is deal- 
ing with your ears, his fpirit is dealing with your hearts, 
working, inclining and inabling of them, &c. 

7 Falls as low as atrading twixt a Saviour and a Sin- 
ner can poſſibly admit , will ſup with you , it you will but 
open the door , will giveit you will bur a5k; will beftow, it 
you will bxt receive, 

| 8 Calls avd ſends, and runnes after them, when they 
tarn their backs ; How long yee ſimple ones will you love 
ſimplicity, and fools hate knowledge, tarn ye at my reproof, 


Pro, 1, 3223, Behold, I will poxr out my ſpirit unto yougre- 


torn, return, O Shulamite : forſake not your own mercies, 
Ee 2 | yet 


The good neſs 
of the (ctler 0 


» 


» 


Arguments to perſwade : fo buy of (brit. Chap,4 


The eafineſſe 


of the price 


yet conſider, yet come back and buy and cat , that your 
{ouls may live, | 

9 Rejoyceth and ts glad when you return, when you buy 
of him, when your ſonls do cloſe with him, 7 thaxk thee 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth , becauſe thou baſt re- 
vealed theſe things to babes, Mat.11.25, 

10 Kee adds to the bargain, gives you in more than 
you at (firſt) rraded for or thought on, full meaſure 
hcaped up'and running over ; giyes you the grace which 
you ſought, and j oy, and peace, and aſlures of more, 
than youdurlt ar firſt to.cxpeR, | 

11 Hee will not eafily bee put off, though ou do not 
ask of him, yct he asks of you; though you cheapen not, 
yet hee offers , though you diſpute, yer hee calls,though 
you refuſe, yet hee renews his invitation; though you 
deal unkindly with him, yer he ſtill intreates you to buy. 

12 Hee weepr over you if you will not bee perſwaded,hee 
wept over Jeruſalem, ſaying, O if thow had/t known, that 
at the leaſt in this thy day, the things which concern thy 


_ peace, Luke 19. 43, 


4 The eafineſſe of theprice, there is none who ſells a 
trer penny-worth than Chriſt; nor upon better terms 
than Chriſt; all ſell dear but Chriſt when 2a» ſells to 
man, hee ſells to the full yalue and worth of his Land 
and Houſe ; when Satan ſells to the Sinner , hee (cils 
upon hard conditions: Afttheſe things will I givethee, if 
thou wilt fall down and worſhip mee, Mat. 4.9, 1» the day 
that yeeeat thereof yee ſhall bee as Gods, Gen, 3.5. Satan 
{clls you nuthing but upon condition of Sinning, and 
that is the worſt of all conditions: when the Sinner 
ſells brmſclf unto his ſinful luſts, hee ſells and buyes at 
a dear rate, he buys profits and pleaſure from ſinne 
at the rate and coſt of the loſs and perdition of his ſoul, 
None ſells as Chriſt ſells, at ſo good a price, and ar fo 
eaſy a price;\/Ihe price s good for you which Chriſt doth 
ſet; 1s it not goodto draw near to God > Is it not good for 
you to beleeye on Chriſt > This is his price for all, and 
the price is eafie, Did hec ſet his price upon a condition 
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Chap, 4 Arguments to perſmade to buy of Chrift: 2 37 


of innocency, of righteouſnefle, of works no Sinner 
could then buy ofhim ; bur hee ſers his price onely up- 
onbelceving , and hee himſelf will quickenand. impows- 
er your hearts by his almighty ſpirit co beleeyeyis nor this 
an caly price? i : "_ 

5 The fairneſſe of the opportwnitie, or the. opportunity TheGirnct: 
of the market. Beloved conſider, + —_— 

1Theye uw no ſe caſon or opportnnitic'what ſoever ke anto the No ſcaſon like 

ſeaſoy of grace, itis the golden and precious moment for the ſeaſon of 
your ſouls eternal bleflednefſe : Ir is che onely time grace 
which is put into your hands to fave your ſouls, to get 
glory and mercy, and theretore ir.is called 4 day of ſal- 
vation, 2 Cor, 6, Lukg 1g. and 4 day for the things which 
concern onr peace, it is indeed that day of Chriſt : There 
is that day of Chri#t which is his day, when bee will come 
to jndge Sinners, and there is that day of Chriſt which is 
bis day, when hee comes to treate with Sinners and to o'- 
. fer mercy and life rothem ; and this is the day when hee 
calls upon us ro come and buy of him, | 

2 Wee all of ws livein this day of Chriſt, and have this Wer have 
precious ſeaſon or opportunity : for the Goſpel (which this ſeaſon or 
weedo inyoy) is that day : when the Goſpel comes a- opportunity. 
moneſt a people, than the night # paſt, and the day is 
come, then the Sun of righteouſneſs is riſen, then Jeſus 
Chrilt reveals, and offers all the riches of his rreaſures ' - 
and calls upon poorSinners to come to him and to buy of | 
him, This day do wee enjoy; This day, the Goſpel which . 
we preachgand which you hear, is the Goſpel of Chriſt ; ; 
3« 15 the appearing of the - grace .of God © which 
brings ſalvation, his is the accepted: tine, this is 
the eume wherein Chrift is willing to ſell himſelf 
unto you, and his redemption, and his region | 
and his Spirit,and eterna] lite unto you; and this is your +, / 
time/to buy him; and all laying Sued of .himx ſuppoſe . \_ 
that all of us were attatched and laid hold on , <d_ _ 
demned for ſome capital offences,and wee were allowed: 
one day to come 1n to make our peace, and roſave our 
lives, would wee neglect :that day, and yainly. and 


eZ Care- 


238: Argywmintsroperſwade to buy of Chriſt.Chap. 4 
careleſly miſ-ſpend that day > would wee not come in 
tro make our. peace, and accept ofthoſe good conditi- 
ous. of - lite::. "The Vo (which wee enjoy) #& the day 
and it 15 the onely day, allowed unto us, fintul and con- 
demned Sinners ; itis the day which God ets us to ger 
Chriſt, and to get oft condemnation, and ro- make our 

. peace, and to get ſalvation; 1s the ſalyation of your ſouls 
.-- alightmarter? is the opportunity \and. ſeaſon for it an 
- - Inconfiderable favour > doth not ourall, toalleternity;. 
- » > depend upon our buying':in this day, dothe Prophets live 
for ever? {aid the Prophet, Zach,r.s5. fo fay I, do ſeas 
{ons of grace and'mercy live tor ever? arenot alſo theſe 
bimes::augiſenſons in thefathers hands > 'are. you notlo{t 
ifyoullooſt the ſeaſons > whileft it is'called 1o'Yay thearken: 
anto bis voice, Heb, 3.7. tor the Lord hath ſaid, ' That his © 
ſpirit ſhall not alwaies ftrivewith man,Gen,6,3, 
ah Sinetir of 6 The benefit of che Bargain, whatſoever it coſt you , 
——_—_ you looſe not by.it, nay, you thall certainly 'gain by it: in 
*_ other bargains there is hazzard,and the more that a mary 
buyes, the ſooner may he'bee broken : bur 'in trading 
with Chrift, and 1n buyingof Chriſtzthere is no danger 
atall, and the more that you buy of him, the richer you 
ares \Jeſus Chriſt ſells nothing unto: poor Sinners, ' bur 
dothenrich:thenv; Beloved, if the Keproaches of Chrift 
be preater riches thanall the treaſures mEgypt,Heb.11.26, 
(Moſes did ſo efteems of them)how gainful and how enrich- 
ms arc the #nſearchable riches of Chriſt > Paul counted 
all his  priviledges -and adyantages but dang that hee 
might gain.Chriſt;Phil.3.8.' ( «t lacrifaciam Chriftum) 
Chriſt was again infinitely Sreater : | give'me - favour a 
while to ſhew unto you what benefit or gain you certain- 


. 


ly get by buying of Chriſt, | | 
2d zavias of | By buying of Chrift you do gain loſſer, donot won- 
Chrifl wegiin dermor beadilcouraged at-:whar Iſpeak;' though ic bee 
lofſes. no-gain to /eeſe' 4 ſont, 'yetit is (according' to' the ſenſe 
oncn I intend) an exceeding gain for a ſon! ro looſe ſome 

wake. © in0 5, | Df: ld 97 1190.5 ; Fe 
-.To looſe the dominien of Sin, to looſe the love of _ => 
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Chap «4 Arguments to perfwade to buy of Chriſt, 239 | 


light in ſinnez, to looſe laviſh Captivity toiSatan, ito looſe 
a condemning conſcience, to loole vain aud ſenſwualpleaſurery 
to looſe our own corrupt wills, | and: Fadgements, {uch 
loſics are gaine ? | 

Now there is no mann who buys ſaving - graces and 
mercies, and comforts from Chriit, bur he doth-there- 
by.looſ? all theſe things hee doth» loofe alk thar' will 
deſtroy and damn his ſoul, $irne- ſhall not have dominion 
over you, Rom, 6.14, yee are maar free from ſinne,ver,18., 
T he cud of thoſe things is death, ycr[.21. delivered fromthe 
power of darknefſe,Col.r.13. k 112340 

2 By buying of Chrilt,you do g4in your felver,we never 
come to cnjoy ourſelyes; untul wee come to. enjoy 
Chriſt, and the ſaving things of Chriſt, 'when Chriſt 1s 
ours, and the renewing grace is ours,: and'-pardonin 
mercy 1s ours ; Now wee are our ſelves; no wich 
unbelceying,, unconverted maniis himſelf ( His ſervants 
wee are whowy wee. do.obey) hee muſt think-:and judgezand 
will,and love,and work, wharihis own taſts and Satan 
will have him to think ;If they fay go, he goes, and if they 
ſay do this, he doth it; Amunconvyerted man is out of 
his command , hee is ſo/d, and hath fold himſelf: Bur 
waen grace is boughr of Chriſt heeis:more himſelf, hee 
is a free wan , hee is recovered, hee: can now make nfe 
of h1S #nderſianding to behold the glorious things of 
God, and of his, J#dgem:»t to diſcern aud approve things 
that are excellent, and of his affe&tjons to delight in * 
things which are aboye, | {il 
- 3 By buying of: Chriſt wee:;gainavy own ſouls, They 
arcfate and ſecured for ever : if they: bee juſtified, there 
15 10 Condemnation ts them, they are paſſed-from death to 
life : if they bee ſantifed and renewed, they ſhall bee 
ſaved, Bleſſed are the pure iu heart, for they ſhall ſeeGod, 
Mat.5.8, (who hath begetten raggain unto ai lively hope, ts 
an inheritance thcorruptible aud: undefiled, and fuderh not 
away, reſerved in heaven fer you, 1. Pet, 1,334.) it they 
belceve,they ſhall not bee condemned, they ſball net periſh 
bu; have everlaſting life; John 31 26, 38,0 what again 


15 


Wee gain our >, 
ſelves» #7 


We pain. cur 
ſouls, b 
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\ 249 Arguments $0 prriſmade to buy of Chriſt . Chap. 4 | 


We gain all. 


The lofle by 
the negleR. 


death rather than lite will you not know the day of 


is this.! Thar a man bath'no ſoul'to looſe, 'that all is 
well with and for his foul, whatſoever is in danger; yct 
my ſoul.is fate ,.and whatſoever may periſh, yer my ſoul 
is ſecured ; your ſouls ſhall bee as fate andſecure as a 
Saviour can make them it you will come -and* buy 
ol ir Fs Fr 4B 

'. 4 by buying of Chiſt you gain all, you gain all the pur- - 
chal of Chrite, andall the:good'of all the offers of Chriſt 
andall the fruits of theſpiric of Chriſt, and all the pro- 
miſes of God in Ghriſt, and all the revealings of the or- 
dinances of Chriſt, and all the immunities and priviled- 
ves of Chriſt, andall the hopes by Chriſt, you gain all 
the good which conceras ſoul and body in this life, and 
all the good which concerns them in the lite ro come, 
and what greater gain can you need or defire or en- 
joy? | ; Jt 

| / The loſſe by the negleft : O ſaidone'i once, woe ts me 
Miſerable man who o a ſhort pleaſure have made ſelf ſo mi- 
ſerable | woe to that man, who for alittle gain, looſcth 


all gain » Who for a little pleaſure, looſeth all 


pleaſure ; who tor vanity, looſeth eternity ; who for 
Sin;will looſe Chriſt, and foul, and heaven, Luke 13.28, 
There ſhall bee weeping and gnaſping of teeth, when you 
ſhall fee Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, and all the Pro- 
phets inthe king dome of God, and you your ſelves thruſt ont, 

O Sirs ! What ſhall I ſay unto you? Chriſt yer is 
willing to ſell unto you » yet hee calls and crys; yer hee 
intreates and beſeeches, yet he ſtretches forth his hands, 
yet hee knockes at your doors, yer his breſt is#full of pir- 
ry, and his eves full of tears, and his hands of mer- 
cys, andhis mouth full of intreaties, do you not hear 
tim lamenting oyer you, will no love-and kindneffe 
work upon you, will no offers of grace and life be re- 
ceived by you'? Did ever any fufftcr fo much tor you as 
I have ſuffered ? didever i ty ſo-well unto you as I 
have oftzred >. will you not bee ſaved > will you for /y- 
ing vanities forſake your own mercies > will you love 


your 


Chap.,Get Faith that you may trade with Chriſt = ; 


your viſitation > My ſoul, my bowels are troubled for Y 
you , There is no other name .but mine for ſalvation, © 
there is no other to ſell mercy and happineſle untoyou, 
If you will not hearken and come and buy,your day will / 
be loſt, and your poor fouls loſt for eyer. f 


* \-SEC 1; I>-i |-ca=n 3-3-4 
M Ay a poor Sinner come to Chriſt, and finde Af Les. 


fving good in him, and ſhould hee come and. 

buy of him. Then hearken but to one direQtion, and that DireRionts 
isthis, by a0 means get faith,whatſoever you get, bee ſure 8 faith. 
ro get true faith, for 
F . You will never trade with Chriſt, unleſs you haye 
aith, | | 
Sow can never trade with Chriſt, unleſs you have 
aith, | 

3 You will trade with Chriſt, and buy,if you have 
got faith. _ 

4 You might take up what you pleaſe, had you faith 
to uU * 

I You will mver trade with Chriſt unleſs you have faith, 
Ic is faith onely which draws an heart to Chriſt; Chriſt, ,raqewich 


and what Chriſt hath to ſell; will never be precious,neyer Chriſt withour 


delirable, it you have not faith : Though Chriſtbe more faith. 
worth than heaven, yet you will not come to him un-  ]. . 
lefſe you have faith; Though Chriſt offers all,and would 
put all into your hands freely, and preſently ,- yet you 
will not accept of them unleſs. ———_ - faith: it is 
faith onely which can ſet a value on heavenly treaſures, 
and which ſhews you your abſolute neceflity of them , 
' and which makes you to ſeethe unſpeakable love and 
goodneſs of Chriſt in offering all theſe things unto you, 
and which perſwades and oyercomes your hearts to buy 
of Chriſt, to like the wares which Chriſt ſells, and the 
terms of Chriſt, upon which you may trade with him You cannor 
and buy of him, reade with 
' a Ton canuever come and trade with Chriſt unleſſe 198 giahouric, 
ave 


Yeu will neyer 


J 


"Get Fathrotrade with Chritl, Chap. 4 


have faith. Faith is the onely grace which a poor Sinner 
hath to buy with all. As ſhee ſpake to Chriſt, The well 
% deep, and thou haſt nothing to draw with, Joh.q, 1, (6 


- may Chriſt ſay to us, the treaſures and ſupplies arc high, 


and you have nothing to reach them it you have not 


HFaith. He that buyes of Chriſt muſt 


"Firſt, A cknowledge all bs ſoul helps tobeinCh rift alone, 
WPccondly 4 Depend ov Chriſt, and enely os Cbrif for 


em. 

Thirdly, . He muſt infift on the promiſes of Chriſt, ap- 
ply chem/awl plead them with Chriſt,and 

| Fourthly, Hee muſt take and receive all from the 
hand of Chriſts free bounty and grace, Cana Sinner do 
any of theſe without faith > Can hee fer up Chriſt, as the 
onely fountain of all his mercies and helps withour 
faith» Can hee truſt and depend on Chriſt withour 
faich > Canany man ſce without ancye 2 Can hee ap- 
propriate any promiſe of good, and improve that pro- 
miſe without faith > canhee pretend unto an eſtate be- 
jorc hee hath a title 2 can hee receive any ſpiritual help 


. from Chriſt who hath nor faith, which is the Sinners on> 


If von have 
faith you will 
come and buy 


ly hand to take and reccive from Chriſt, ---So then yon 
one get faith it cyer you would come and buy of _ 
ut; | | - 

3 1T1fyou bave faith you will come and buy of Chriſt, 
Beloved, it is a certaintruth,thar faith will not bee fa- 
tisfied without a Chriſt, and the good things of Chrift, 
all the work and bufineſs of faith lies in trading with 
Chriſt Faith will put you upon asking,and upon afting - 
it is the nature of it to dray out your ſouls! unto Chritt, 
and it is the end why God gives you faith, hee gives 
you faith tor this yery end, that you may clofe with 
Chriſt, and make uſe of Chriſt, that you might come to 
him: andowt of his fulwefſe receive grace for grace ; that 
you might under the ſenfe of your {piritual wanesdepend 
on C huiſt all your dayes ; This is the nature, and this 
is the work, and this ts the end of Faith, Therefore wee 


are {aid to /ive by fairh,Becanfe faith makes out to Chu 
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for all the good which wee do need all our daies; and if 
you take notice of it, yourmay finde, that faith is your 
{ervant, is your factor, it trades for you, it is buying trom 
Chriſt, ſo long rill you come to receive the end of your 
faith, even the (alvation of yoxr ſouls, until you have got 
perfe& poſleſſion, untitall the promiſes be fully accom- 
pliſhed and performed unro you; faich will put you on, 
and will never ceaſc trading tor you. . | 
4 If you conld get faith, and beleeve on Chriſt, Bee it to 
thee as thox wilt: You might buy, you might take up 
what you pleaſe : :do bur finde a real necd of any ſpiritu- 
al good in your ſouls, and do but finde that good in a 
promiſe, and then come to Chriſt, and txuſt in him for 
cheſupply of it, you ſhall certainly bze ſupplicd. Jeſus 
Chriſt. will own his own price which hee ch ſet, hee 
hath ſet this price upon his wares: Belceve, and thou ſhalt 
bee ſaved; Beleeve, and yec ſhall not bee aſhamed; beleeve, 
and yee ſhall bee effabliſhed; what things ſeever yee defire 
when yee pray, beleeve that yer recerve them, and yee | 
have them, Mark. 11, 24, Thi ts theconfidence that wee 
have in him, that if wee ath any thing according to his wilt; 
hee heareth s, x Joh. 5. 14, Mark, 9. 22, 23, 1fthon canſt 
do any thing ({aid the Father of the child ro Chriſt) have 
tomPpaſſion on 14, and help ws, Jeſtts ſaid unto him, if thou 
canfſt belecve, all things are poſſible to him that beleeveth, In 
verſe 24, Hee did beleeve, and inverſe 25, Chrift helped 
hiz, and did more for him than hee deſired. O beloved ! 
Chriſt cannot deny himſelf, and becauſe hee cannot 
deny himſelf, therefore hee cannot deny youany thing; 
If you come and belceye on him, hee: will ſtand to his 
own price, Hee will nor go back from it : Beleeving is his 
price; no way can wee get good fromhbim but that, no 
way hath hee greater honour in ſelling to poor ſinners, 
than in that, it is his price for all, beleeye and: receive, 
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SECT. X, 


Me 7 7] Fic laſt Uſe which I would make of this point 


Comfort ro 
r::'e who havye 
beufghr of 
Chiiſt. 


Yau are the 
witch Mer- 
<h1igts. 


T kezr wiſdome 


6:2 that they | 


k uYe 


fasy. 


(that all is to bee had in Chriſt, and the poor 
finner may bave all, it thar- hee will come and buy of 
Chriſt} ſhall bee for Comfort unto ſuch poor ſinners who 
have come toCbriſt., and have bought of him: Here are 
cight comforts for ſuch. | | 

1 Youarethe wiſeſt Merchants; * 

2 Youarc the ſureſt Poſleflors.  '*>. : 

' 3 You may {till buy more and more upon the ſame 

rermes or price. <a | 

4 The leaſt good which you buy of Chriſt is ſaving. 
| 5 HY is bought, if any one thing bee bought of 
Chriſt. - | | 

6 What you have bought of Chriſt;ſhall bee kept and 


preſerved by Chriſt, 


7 You have -Chriſt himſelf with any thing that you 
have boughr of Chriſt, © 2: Ai oo 
. 8 Heaven itſelf falls into the bargain, 

3 Teware the wifeſt Merchants . Thar finner is bur 2 
fool, who tradcs.not with Chriſt. The man who kept 
ſuch a do for worldly goods, was bur a fool. - (Thor fool! 
thi. u:ght ſhall thy ſoul bee taken from thee, and then, whoſe 
ſhall all thejethings bee > Luke 12, 20, Andthoſe Virgins 
wcre but fools Firgins, who did not bay Oyle, Matth. 25+ 
if thou lee wiſe, thow ſhalt bee wiſe fer thy ſelf, ſaid Solo- 
mov, Prov. 9,12, Hee is not wile tor himfelt, who buyes 
not Chriſt ior kimſelt; hee was the #ije Merchant , who 


her, or that one Pearle of great price, Matth. 13, hee is'a 
Wile 


Merchant 2x Who buyes whatis neceſſary, - what 
indeed h-e needs. 2 Whobuyes the beſt, and not the 
worſt, : 3 Who buycs that which will ſerve him in. a 
time of need: and therefore you who have bought 
Bread, and Wine, and Xtk (thats) all ſpiritual good 


Things neces from Chriſt; you are the wiſeſt Merchants; for 


1 Theſe things are neceſſar); © you haye bought thoſe 
| things 


I—_— 


Chap.4 Comfort toſuch as buy of Chriſt. 


22: fe PEDNGS >" 2600650 Warns fo 
things which your ſouls did really need: Grace 1s ne- 
ceſlary, and Mercy is neceflary, and Righteouſneſs is 
neceſlary, and Peace with God is neceflary : Thele are 
not ſuperfluous, vain, impertinent things, One thing #5 
neceſſary, ſaid Chriſt, L»k, 10.42. your ſouls could not 
live without them, and by theſe things they do live, and 
are kept alive. : 

2 Theſe things ate the beſt of things, they Are choice The beſt 
and ſolid : They are pearls indeed, and precious gold, things, 
and fubftantial riches; they,do indeed make you the ex- 
cellent on the earth, more excellent than other men: 

JeſusChriit hath not better thiogs to (ell chan thoſe rhings 
which you have bought of Chrilt, 

3 Theſe things will ſecxre you, ſend help, and keep you Things thar 
ina time of need, when all other comforts and helps fail will ſee in a 
you, and when all diſcomtorcs, changes-and loſles break *%<® _ 
in, and drowa, and {weep away all- here-below; why 
inſuch times , (which are the great times of need) your « 
have Meat to cat, and Waters todrink,. and peace -to 
quiet you, and joyesto refreſh you, and. hopes to ſta 
and ſupport you, yer Chriſt is yours, and his oy - 
neſs is yours, and his Spiritis yours, and his Promiſes 
are yours; Jofeph was wile, who bought up Cory, which 
ſerved to help and preſerve in the ſeven years famine : Hee 
is wiſe indeed, who hath bought' of Chriſt the rhinss 
which will keep him, notonly in good times, but alto 
In the evil dates, yea in the worſt times, 

2 Yos are the ſ:wreſt Poſſeſſors. : As the perſons who are Youare the fc- 
come to Chriſt ſhall: never bee” taken away, nor ſepara- * Polellors. 
ted from Chriſt (#/ho ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of 
Chrif? Rom. 8. 35, 39. Noneſhall bee able to ſeparate ns 
from the Love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord) 
So the things which you have bought of Chriſt , they 
ſhall never bee loſt, never bee ſurprized, never bee taken 
away from you; God willnor, Satan ſhall not, man can- 
not: They are the ſnare mercies of David, / fa. 55. 3.' Mary 
hath choſen the better part, which ſhall never bee taken from 
ber, Luk. 10. 42. They are the meat which doth nat periſh, 

Fi g bus 


; Comfort id ſuch as buy of Chrift. Chap: a, 


You miy ſtill 


buy more, 


bat enduyeth to everlaſting life, Joh. 6,27. Lands, and 
Houſes, and friends, and Children, and Parents, and 
Witc; and Husband, and Peace, and; Liberty, and Safc- 
ty, and Lite, may bee loſt; Bur Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame , 
Jefterday, and to dry, and the ſame for ever, Heb. 13. 8. 
And mercy indureth for ever, Plal. 118. 1, and the avoint- 
ing ſhall abide inyou, 1 Joh. 2. 27. And the. regenerating 
work {veth and abideth in you, x Pet. 1, 23. and the Love 
of Chriſt is a love to the end (Having loved his own, hee 
loved them unto the end, Joh. 13-1.) And his Rightcouſ- 
neſs is everlaſting Rightconſurſſ, Dan, 9. 24, Torr heart 
ſhall rejoyce, and your joy noman'taketh from you, John 
I6. 22, | 
- 3, Another comfort for you who have bought' of 
Chriſt, is this, you may fill buy more amd more of Chriſt, 
pon the ſame termes and price as you have bought. Beloved) 
Jefus Chriſt never varies his price : In. other Markets 
and tradings, the price doth alter and varie, ſomerimes 
itis higher, and Cntniings lower, according to' the 
ſcarcity, and according to the neceffity, and according to 
conveniencyz But itis not ſo in Chriſts Market; his 
price alters not, whatſoever hee ſells; hee ſells (the grea- 
ter, and the lefler) at the ſame price, graces and comforts 
at the ſame prizes, righteouſneſs and mercies at the ſame 
price; himfelt and peace ar the ſame price : And to whorm- 
ſoever hee ſells, hee ſells at the fame price, to rich and 
poor, to great and mean, to King and beggars, to all,at 


- one and the ſame price : eaflrd whenforver hee ſells, hee 


ſclls at the ſame price, not cheaper at one time, than at 
another, nor dearer at one time, than at another; you 


| bought Grace upon beleeving, you may buy: more 


Grace, yea all Grace upon beleeving; you bought joyes 
and comforts upon beleeving, 1 Per. 1,8. Im whom be- 


 leeving yee rejoyce, and you may {till buy more of then 


upon the ſame price. - The God of Hope fill you with att 
joy in beleeving, Rom. 15. 13, SES FE 4 3'rp 
When'you find out more wants and needs in yourſelves, 
as queſtionleſs you do fo (donor you fuxde ſtill a need of 
NO | | whe 
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Chap: 4:  Comvort v0 fuch as buy of Chriſt. 


more evidence of Gods loye unto your fouls 


more help againſt your corruptions, and more power a- 
gainſt remptations, and more inlargements for your 


graces, and more. aflurance for your conſciences, and 
) and you 


do allo finde that you are of your ſelves iuſutficient for 


your ſelves, you cannot adde to your own ſtock; O bur 


Chriſt can, you cannot enlge and help your (clves, O- 
e 


but Chriſt can, and Chriſt will 


on your worthineſs, and another while upon beleeying; 


No, no, the price is ſtill che ſame tormore grace, as for 
race; for more cotnforr, as for comfort; for ſtrength and. 


| The leaf} good 
you buy is fa» 


increaſe, as for truch and being, all is upon beleeyeing, 
4. The leaſt good which you buy of C brift is ſaving, And 
this is another comfort to you who 


it, yea, everhaſiing lite t1:it: Wee look many times 


upon our weak graces,and complain, arid take on, as if 


there were no great matter in them); ir is ſo little faith, 
and ſo little love, and ſo lirrle halineſs ; Well, itis little, 


ill help you upon the ſame 
rermes, and upon the ſame price {ti}}: Aske of him, and 
belceve on him, and this will carry it with your Chriſt; 
you muſt not think to trade with Chriſt, one while up- 


have bought of 
Chriſt ; And truly thisis an unſpeakable comfort, that: 
whatſoever Chriſt ſells untoa poor finner, ithath life in- 


ving. 


very little, weak, and very weak: but is ic bought of 


Chriſt ? Is this the faith, rhe love, the holineſs which: 
Chriſt hath ſold ? "Then I may ſay as. Chriſt once, goin 
peace, thy faith hath ſaved thee. Itisa living ſpring riting 
ro every life. The leaſt good that is bought of 
Chriſt doth diſtinguiſh the eftate, doth-alcer the ſoul; 
makes us live here, and will bring to glory hercafter.. 
WE. - A fifth comfort 1s, That all is bought 0 Chriſt, when 
any one thing is bought of Chrift; As Chriſt is pleaſed to 
{ll fo wee maſt bee pleaſed ro buy.. Now Chriſt of- 
fers all, and when you buy of Chrift you put in for all. 
Chriſt doth nor fell righrcouſneſs alone co juſtifie you, 
bur when hee ſellsrighteouſneſs, then hee ſells you: alſo 
holineſs-to ſanftifte you, and it you buy the one, you allo 
buy the other :- Nee ſells all together, Righteouſneſs, ſan- 


a ification- 


You buy all 
when you buy 
any thing of 


Chrif.. 
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Whar you buy 
of Chriſt ſhavl 
be preſerved 
by Chriſt, 


. Wee 


fication, Redemption, Love, Mercy, Peace, all at once, 
rogether; and hee who buyes ot Chriſt, muſt buy all 
or none and hee doth atonce buy all. which ai:{wers the 
kindes of wants in the foul, When you have bought of 
Chriſt, you cannot ſay, now I am jultificd, but I am not 
now ſan&ified; you- cannot lay, my heart is heal-d, but 
yet my fins are not pardoned : No, bur it you ftade any 
one thing. bought of Chriſt, all the reſt are boaght of 
Chriſt. O whar a comfort is:this ! that. all is. bought, if 
any one thing bee bought 3 As Chriſt never comes alone 
to bee ours, but with himall other things are ours, ſo 
one good never comes alone; but all good comes roge- 
ther unto a poor ſinner; The Bread, and the Vine, and 
the Milkcome all rogether; the Goldand the Raiment,and 
the 53e-/alve come all together; vou do not {ce them at 
once, but yet they are ar once; if you bee juſtified, you 
are GnRtified, and if you bee ſanCtified, you are pardon- 
ed, and if you bee pardoned, you are reconciled; all 
Comes at once, | ||:: - |: 
6 What you have bought of Chriſt, ſhall bee kept and pre- 
ſerved by Chriſt : There are two purchaſes which Chriſt 
himſelf will furely keep: Hee will keep his own purchaſe, 


| allwhom hee hath purchaſed with his own blood : Hee 


will keep your purchaſe, what you have bought of him, 
ſhall bee kept by him: Hee will keep your Righteouſ- 
neſs for you, and your Graces for you, and your Mercies, 
and your comforts for you» Beloved, As Jeſus Chriſt 
engageth his goodneſs to help us to what ſpiritual good 

onecd; ſo hee doth ingage his care, and power, and 
faithfulneſs, ro uphold and preſerve all the: good which 
hee hath given to us: Hee will watch oyer. your per- 
ſons. and hee will watch over your Graces; as you are 
his Jewels, ſoyour Graces are his Jewels, and as you 
are his Treaſure, ſo your Graces arc his Treaſure, and as 
youare his purchaſe;ſo your Graces which you have pur- 
chaſed ofhim, are his purchaſes, they are his as well as 
yours, and Chriſt will furely keep his own: Neither 


your keeping, nor the keeping of any thing from Chriſt, 
' 1S 
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isin your hands , bur in Chriſts hands : #e are kept by the 
power of God throwg h faith unto ſalvation, - 

7 You have Chriſt himſelf, with every thing which you 
have bought of Chriſt, Haſt thou bought iefccculetl 
why ? Thou now haſt Chriſt himſelf, with the 
Righreouſnefle of Chriſt, and haſt thou bought Holi- 
_ > why 2 thou haſt Chriſt himſelt with that holi- 
neſs; Halt thou bought comfort, joy, peace? why?thow 
{tandeſt poſſefiedof Chrift as well as of them; 

Beloved, Had you not Chriſt himſelf, with the 
things bought ot Chriſt, your purchaſe would prove 
a fad purchaſe : _ .: | | 

| Suppoſe you had a righteouſneſs, but not a Chriſt; 
and Holineſle , but noc a - Chriſt; and comfort, bur 
not a Chriſt; what would become of you ar the 
laſt> Is there a righteouſneſs which can faye a Sin- 
ner without Chriſt? 8c. | 

Now here is the matrow of all Comfort , that 
Chriſt is poſſeſſedyin the poſſeſſing of all that wee have by 
C rift, . | 

This Comfort I have, yea, and Chriſt him- 
ſelf I have with it; and this grace I have, yea, and Chriſt 
himſelf I have with itz ' This eſtate I have ſctled upon 
me, yea, and I enjoy Chriſt himſelf who hath ſctled 
all upon mee, What unſpeakable Comfort and re- 
freſhing is this to any poor Sinner who hath bought of 
Chriſt! when hee ſurveyes all the 'parts of his ſpiritu= 
al cſtate: This is mine, and Chriſt is mine, This 
have,and Chriſt T have; I have mercy, and T have Chriſty 
I have Peace, and I have Chriſt;I have love, and I have 
© xa I have all, and T haye Chriſt, who is beſt of 
all. | | 


.8.:Laſtly, Have you bought of Chriſt, then know 
that,* Heaven it ſelf falls into the bargain. and pur- 
—_— i. V5.5 4 FFI2COTIS DO 
© Chuilt ' comes! firſt, 'and the >Good / things ::of 
Chrlt comes next, and Heaven it: ſelf comes::at 


Go = 


I 


You have 


Chriſt himſci{f 


with every 


thing you buy 


You have 


Heaven into 


the Bargain. 
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It you ſtand” poſſeſſed iof' them , you :ſhall -. exe 
long bee found poſlefied. . of - thats* They. are the 
pledges and: - earneſt: of *your. heavenly . inheritance, 
Epheſians 1, 14, They ate-the beginning: andentrance 
into the'everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, 2 Per. 1, tr. | |! ; 
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AMAR Heic words are yet a further encou- 


_ ragement:. unto... Poor Sinners to 


4 ' conc toChrilt, 'and ro #xy. of biz, 
| ea  Lhoy: ſeem. ;to bee. an; Anſwer, 

FAQ ' unto; ſome .ſcecret; doubt - aid 6b- 
0 a2, jcctions rifing within the Breaſts 


| & .. mant.theſe good things here menti- 
EL Eh 16: . oned ( Bread, and Wine, and 
- It) ſo likewile.dothey want wherewithall to buy ther, 
they have no Heone), to lay down for them, © 
| 2M this ſcruple doth Chriſt-here make anfwer. |... 
True it is) that you have not any thingof your own 
"to lay down; : you have. no money, yet come and buy 
' -1Wjnewnd milk;(without money) And, whereas it might bee 
* replied, although wee may buy without 'money,, . yet 
"perhaps: you do cxght from us ſomething that's mo-. 
'3Ney. worth, ſomerhing that. is of.nn cquivalent price 
Anto money; As the poor mans labour, Hhough.tr be 
4 v4% * *no 


% 
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not maney, it is yet equivalent tomoney, hee bargains 
tor-fo much wages, which hee mult earn by ſo much 
panned. fi -* | | | 
: No ſaich Chriſt, come and buy without money (4nd 
without price) I expeCt neither penny nor pennys-worth 
from you; There 1s nothing.cither in Specie,ot rhe ſame 
walue,or i» frets of an anſiyerable value which I require 
from you (com? Buy Wine and milk,without money, and 
without price) Whence obſerve this laſt propoſition from 
thisfirſt verl. . 
; Do@, 5. That all the good which poor Sinners do need, a1 at Go 
# is zo bee bought of Chriſt upon graciom Terms, at the ner, necd,is to 
cheapeſt rate, at the eaſieſt, at the loweſt prizes (('ome be bougtr of 
bny winc,and milk, without mony, and without price) For Chit apon 
the Explication and Confirmation of this Goſpel Afſ- 5s rms 
ſertion, | ſhall | 
x Shew you in what ſence it is to be underſtoad. 
2 Clear the Truth of it by Scripture, and by in- 
ſtances, 
3 Demonſtrate the ſame to bce a Truth by feye- 
ral Arguments, "oy 
4 Give you the Reaſons why Chriſt doth ſell, and 
poor - Sinners do buy, alrogether . upon gracious 
terms, | 


SECT.1, 


- Qneft, 1 In what ſenſe the Aſſertion is to bee taken, 5 4. 10 
which ſaith, That all good which poor Sinners do need, this is rakens 
is to'bee bought upon gracious terms (without money 
and without price, | | 
Sol. For Aaſwer unto this, remember two patti- yy; pple 
'Culars. "20h; ; : TOnR'IO, OL EX- 
1 This gracious way of 4a Sinners full eyjoyment by eluſion of any 
Chriſt; hands not in oppoſition-nnto, norin anexclyfion of thing © hritt 

' any thing which Feſus Chriſt doth require of a Sinner, "quires to- 

. whereby he may come to be poſſeſſed of the good things which wales pl” 
| . try | ſcflion of him. 
- Chriſt hath promiſed to give unto him, 

a Go 0 It 
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Xor in op-oft- 
r'on to pray* 
og. 


Nox to atten- 
dance upon.che 
M.niſtry of 
the Word. 


Narto belrey- 
Nps. 


Bur: In» 0ppo- 
frien.ro the 

x rice or Yaſuc 
of-onur Works. 


_ 


It dothnor ftandin an oppoſition. To praying, asking, 
fecking,  knocking,tor L oppoſition {aid 1t, ark and - 
ſhall bee given you, ſeek and you (hall finde, knock, and - it 
ſhall bee opened HAlo JOt, . Mar. T7. 7A Prayer for Grace 4 
for mercy, for'xeconciltation, tor comfort, 8&c.Though 
itbee not a Legal and meritorious price, yet itis an E- 
wangelical Duty and means,Ezck. 36, 25,26, 1will yet bee 
fought for the, yerl, 37. And it is. nz more oppalite to 
graciouſneſs , than the poor mans. begging -at your 
doors, is oppoſite unto him for relief, or ef-giv- 
ing, | 4245 41 4 4 be Neg 
Again, Ir ſtands not in oppoſttien- to .,your Arten- 
dance upon the Miniſtry of the Word, to the hearing of 
the ſame : Chriſt who in this firſt verſe faith, Come and 
buy without money and withont price , faith alſo in- the 
next verſe (Hrarken diligently unto mee, and eat you 
that which is good : Incline. your ear and come. unto mee; 
Hear ,and jour ſonls ſhall live, The publick hearing of 
the Word of Chriſt, is no more oppoſite to his gract- 
ous givings*- than the comming unto the Poo! of Berheſ- 
da was oppolite to the gracious healing of the ſick and 
Lame , Nordothit ſtandin oppoſition to beleewving : for 


'Chrift who bids you b#y without money and without price, 


doth alſo twice preſs upon you to come and by : felling 
and buying are relatives ; Chrilt 15 nota ſeller unto you, 
if you: beenot buyers, And your buying of Chriſt is 
your belceving on hriſt : faith is no adyerſary unto 
Grace; ' Belkeeying-and all the gifts of grace, can well 
accord, although the gitt by gracc, and a purchaſe by 
our workscan never bee reconciled ; The receivins of 
the bounty doth not at all impeach the freeneſs of the 
gift, and belceying is but receiving, | 

2 But then ſecondly,The Sinner, buying all the goed 
which wee need from Chrift upon gracious terms, -this 
aſſertion is to bee underſtood in. A» oppoſition wnto . the 
price or value of. our Works, untoall themerit and dig- 
nity,of them, unto any compoſition by them, unto a- 
ny comperation.by . and tor. them, you do. boy aol 


Chap,z Thoſe gracious terms explained; 


'our. price (that is) Chriſt doth not. compound withyou 


upor working, hee dorh..not_ſell-unta you for your - 


works ſake, but for his own ſake, nor: for. your wor=- 
thineſs, bur for his own : you can. lay downnothing, 
that hach merit init, or recompenſe in it , that hath 
anſwerable yalue,, or-that hath any value init, yet he 
willſell, and you may buy all. of him; In this ſenſe is 
the point to bee- underftood, viz. 1n.oppolitioato any: 
work of a Sinner, nay, to any thing ina Sinner, which 
is looked on as a Reaſon, asa merit, as a conſidera- 
tion for which he gains any good from Chriſt. 


2 7 wt a0} 8 | 
2: Ne" that the poor Sinner may thus buy all from 


Chriſt upon gracious terms, Liball clear unto you 
by Scripture, and by inftances.. _ be 
. 1 This Aflertion is evident for the truth of it by, the. 
Scriptures ---= Rev. 21, 6,1 will give to him that is 4 thirſt 
of the water of life freely, Rey, 22.17, Let him, that is a 
thirſt, come, and whoſeever will lt hins takg, the water 
of life freely :. Are not here gracious, terms, you are 


athirſt : you long for waters. yca for , water . of life :. 


why come, I will give it you; and; I'will giye.it toyou 
freely,..it is enough you thirſt for it, come and rake it 
freely, nay you would come, you are willing to have it, 
and you can ſkew nothing elſc, why ?.. that fhall.catry 


it (Whoſoever will; tet him take the waters of life freely,) 


Eph. 2, 5. By grace yee are ſaved, ver[.7. That. in the a= 
ges to come hee might fhew the exceeding riches of bis 
grace, Inhis kindneſs. towards us, through Chriſt Jes 
ſas, verſ, 8. For by grace are yee ſavedthrough Faith, and 
that not of your ſelves, it is the gift of God, yerl, 9, Not of 
works leaſt any man ſhould boaſt, Mark. here, the Ephefs- 
ans were ſaved by grace, what{oeyer mercy and good they 
had, they had it upon gracious terms, and ſo All men 
 infutare ages are ſaved by Grace, They come to enjoy all 


Chriſt upon- gracious.terms,. without money, and with= 


Thisrruch 
cleared. 


By _Scriprure, 


hz 


233 Theſegretivie terms cleared byintences, Chaps 5 


By an induRti- 
on of rbe moſt 
principal 
things a Sinner 
TKCUs, 


Chriſt himſelf. 


"The love of 
G:d and his 
reconciled fa- 
VOUTs 


y Gtacey tiot by works :yeaztheir yery Faith by which 
ey eos pe Meg that bs frairbf grace, it 1s treet 
Siveti, Tiras 3. 5; Not by works of righteeſmeſe whit 
wee Have done, but according to | bis mercy hee ſaved us, 
(that %) freely upon gracious terms, 

2 This truth may bee yer more cleated by inſtances: 
Ler us (if you pleaſe) make an 1#dn#ion, a Lift, 
Caralogue, at aſt 'of the moſt privtipelt good rhings 
which a poor Sinner doth need; and would have, and then 
obſcrye uporr what rerms they are ro bee had , you 
ſhall findethat all 'of them are to bee had upon very gra- 
Gous rexans;, + STE | "ET. 

1 Hee needs Chriſt himſelf: O ! a Chriſt is the great 
want, the ſpecial defire, and the onely help of a poor 


Sinner ; Now Chriſt himſelf is ro bee hadupon gra- 


cious terms : Hee is the Gift of God, heeis freely given 
by God, andas hee'gave himſelf freely for us, ſo hee 
g1vcs himſelf freely to us, 'Hoſ. 2, 19, 1 will marry thee 
ro my ſelf in loving kindueſſes and mercies , Rey, 3, 20, If 
rac may will den the door, I will come in and ſup with 

gs Ka bns pv | 

2 Hee needs 'and craves the Love of God ha reconci- 
le#- fevour, and upon what terms is tharto bee hadzlure- 
ly gracious terms, Hol. 14. 4. 1. wilt lsve them free- 
r4 Jent.'7. 7. The Lord did not ſet his love upon you, nor 
chooſe rel decade you were more in number than any peo- 
ple, for you were 'the feweſt of all people, yerſe 8, Bur be- 
cauſe the Lord loved you ; ' Hee loved you, becaufe hee 
loved you : where love is the onely reaſon of loyc , 
chere that love is'alrogether gracious, Ezek. 16.6, hen 
1 paſſed by thee,and ſaw thee polluted in thine own blood, I 
ſaid unto thee, live, yen, 1 ſaid auto thee when thon waſt 
inthy bled, live, vet. $8, Now when IT paſſed by thee, 
and lodked-npon thee, behold, thy times was the time ol 
love, Hetewasamoſtunloyely objelt, a people pol- 
lutedm their:own blond, and: yet this was the time 
of. Gods love to them: The more unlovely and loarh- 


 fome the Stiner is, the more gracious is the loye of God 


ſkewed toward him, 3 He 


© OI Ir WII A I no 
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ap Tr gran i terms Feel inlets: 255 


3 Hee needs the 'pardin and reaſon a bis fnners The i 
4a upon Wc tears my tharbe 2 -1pbn 'gra- _ _ 
cious t&ttas, Row. 3. bed eh by - his 


24. Bei 
grace, Rom. 5.16. The free gift 7 35 of many offences to 
1uſtification, Eph. 1.7. '1n whons -wee have -redemption 
through his, blaud, the forgiveneſs of onr nnes according 
to theriches of bis grate, Col.2,t3,” Having forgiven you 
(the. 95g lignifies treely,or graciouſly torgiven 7 
all treſpaſſes. m2 "OY 
£ needs the righttouſneſs of Chyiſt fo jitifre him, neſs Ci 

it; upor: what terms15 that to bee 'had'+ Nirely | peg 3nd 
gracious terms, altogether Is Rome 5 ifs, Thy 8 (4s 
which receive abundaxnce 0 f'T race, nd of "the .- fr of 0 = 
righteouſne ſſe, ſhall raign' Hife by the Tofhr Elrif, verl. 2 .._-: 
ICY As op, hath ra apes unto death," "then'Jo 9 tbe.g race 
raign oe Wu righ okſiefs wits creyhal _w 7 Ie hi 
our Lor 

5 Hee nets" HItBE(? ;Ad: Rs y Holinefle. 
that bee had > yerily upon "tertnd as Five Mir Sur what 


Is mare free than giftz Ezek.36.2 6, A ntw heart wlll pg. 


17] _ 4 
» 


jve Jn: a 11.13% Your Heaven \farher 8s 1 "give [is 
* irjt tot hem that 0k Pike, hal mo 
Ienecds Pp; Diruval wr De reli Foo fa Sand Spiritual « coms 
n What rc fs are theſe&to Be.hattb[ce* 2,17, Zell fo:rs,refreſh- 
tres | alike to tat of the Viddet tina, and'l 0 þi0e Vim a ings, and tals, 
white Poreaid; in the HEome'h ned urn which. ns” man tow - 
th. ſaving he that: aheeegeth it, Steely "the; 'hiddehr mai Wa 5 
; andthe, whure ſtone," ark Fhe knowled e of: Ic I hog 
WE reny in at ILONC> <do'\contain the Rh 
comfortable of all bur ſpiritual c bttitorts, ” iſ 
MM What ſhall. Iſay more? hee: needs: and wo e= Frernat Hſe! 
ternal bfeevetlatinglhyppio ineſs rhe crown of lie> It. up- m_—_ 
0 a to tb $ toDce had 2. uport t the fame gj AG- 
ce OMS, Frm, « 23. The wages of fis ſane is. death. (if che 


od: is ker Ji fe Provigh Jeſus Gif Mar Lord, 


De ath 


is Lach, bi defetyes 10 lefs: Death: is the 
Ef ing Ga But what je the' price: for Heaven) pur 
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Theſe gracious terms demonſtrated .C hap. 57 


4 
H_— 


4ST 1 


Arguments _ 
to demonſtrate 
thar all may 
be had of 
Chriſt upon 


Braciou! terms, * 


7 
"— p 
' E 


From the Sin- 
ncrs inſuſici- 
ency, 


— 


Death and Hell. you have upan. your ſinning, Bur eter- 
nal life you have upon giving, Therefore ſaith Chriſt in 
Rev. 2. 10,1 will give thee acrown of life, =, And thus 
you {ce the truth of the aſſertion is made good by Sgrip- 
cure, and by particular inſtances. 


| SECT,IL.. 


9 | Shall now,indeavour(inthe third place)to demonſtrate 
Z the ſame by ſeveralarguments(viz.) 7 har all that poor 
Sinners do uced (may bee had of Chrift,be bought of Chri#t, 
#pon graciout terms, . 24 IT N08) DES - 09 
.- gix things demonſtrate it, - * MEE 
. T The Singers inſufficiency, | | 
'2 Hisuoworthineſs. | : 
7 3 OR inconliſtance of any other way of trading with 
rllt;. * | + | gt 
...4. The invaluableneſs of the commodities, |; * 
':5 "The Eh ro of the contract, E:.. 
-6 The work of the ſeller, - | 
r The Sneers Inlpieney = What is a Sinner, or 
what hath hee'to trade withall > Hee is a poor, cmapty, 
wrendhed, mike noning, Links 7. 42 FE 


orhing to 


pay, Rev.3,17- What I am ({aid Paul) 1 am by the grace 
fc Gel. Tak , : 


Take him in himſelf (without the bounties of 
Grace) Heeis nothing, and hath nothing, and-.can do 
nothing, and canbring nothing : Hee is as poor as Feb 
on the duvig-hill, 25 miſerable as Lazarus at the rich'mans 
door, as Tmpotent as the Creeple by the pool: "if the-Lord 
mower him to. ESE 'e works, he one 
never befet up again : Hee is utterly broken,. 1s withe . 
op? Its DG, Ficcisa Nefelt object of meer mer- 


. a 0 


cy. He'cannor (of himſelf) lay down one good work 


'nov a ptayer, nota _tcar, not.a defite; nor a williriot a 


thought. And therefore ifrhere bee any buying fothim 
at Chrifts hands, it muſt beupon gracious terms : Sinfal- 
nefle,& inſufficiency,and miſerableneſs do neceſhrate;ei- 


ther our total ruine,or clſc our-helps upon gracious terms 


2 Hs 
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LU COPOPRen 7 


Chap. 5 Theſegr acious terms demonſtrated.” 


2 His Unworthineſſe, f1n1 makes 1s unworthy -of 
leaſt | of merties, and more of ſpiritual mercies: "A :S112> 
ner is worthy of nothing, but ſhame and confuſion, Dan, 
9. 7. Bur Death, Rom: 6. There isno worthineſle. 

1 In Hi perſon, he is loathſome and vile. 


2 In Hu works, we are all as an unclean thing,and all 
onr righteouſneſs are as filthy rags,I{a.64.6, [am net wore! 
thy ſa'd Jaccb,Not gorthy, ſaid the Centurion, Not worthy, 


(aid the Prodigal, 


3 The inconſeſtency of another way of Trading with 


Chriſt unleſs upon gracious terms, The Sinner trades onc- 
Iv at the mercy ſeatzat the Covenant of grace : The way 
of raans works and Gods grace are inconſiſtent, Grace 
Were not gracc ii it Were not altogether gracious, Rome 
11,6.1f by gracethen it is no more of works,jothermiſe grace 
is no more grace,but if it. be of works then it is no mare prace, 
otherwiſe work is no more work, Rom.4.4.T o himthat work= 
eth i the rewardnot reckoned of grace,but of debr, you 
trade with Chriſt upon your own .works,you utterly 0- 
verthrow the grace of God in Chriſt;nay,indecd you pull 
down Chriſt and the trading with him,you ſet upa trade 
of works which is taken down by the grace of Chriſt, 
4 T, be invaluablaneſs of the. Commodities, The things 
whuch you are to buy of Chriſt are above price;and there- 
fore maſt bee bought withour price. Youmay ſay of the 
graces and mercies by Chriſt; whar Job ſpake of Wiſ» 
dome, Job 28. 15, It cannot bee gotten for gold, neither 
ſhall Silver bee weighed for the price thereof, yerſ., 16, It 
cannet bee valued with the goldof Ophir,” with the precious 
Onix or the S aphir, yerl, 17, The Gold and the Chryſtal 


eannot equal it, and the Exchange of it ſhall-not bee for Jew- 
els of fine Gola, verl, 18, No mention ſhall bee made of 


Coral or of Pearls, for the price of Wiſdoze is above Rubies, 
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the From the Sin- 


Ners UBWO.s 


thinctlc, = 


From the in-- 


of rrading 


with Chriit: ; \.- "x 


FRIE 71 £ 
z : \..* 
' A _ £ 1 


From the in- 


valuablencſs 
of che commo- 


dirics. 


verſ. 19. The Topaz of Ethiopia ſhall nat equal it, neither . 


ſhall it bee valued with pare gold: Take any once grace, 
Or mcrcy;. and offer to lay down to the price and yalue 


of it ;; why > what you can lay dowricomes as ſhort of - 
theworth of it, as aſtraw ore! the ward oaks moſt 


pre- 


4. # Bs! 
conſiſtency of {” © 
another way - 


er ik 
CAC 


_ 


238. TWhyChriftdeals upon gractous terms.Chap. y 
precious Diamond : if you trade with works; then you 
muſt come up to the tull yalue of grace and mercy, bur 
this the Sinner can never reach, wherfore his buying muſt 

nceds bee upon gracious terms, ; 
em oh 5 The quality of the comtraft : Mark it wellhow Chriſt 
qualiry of the contraQs with you? what hee ties you unto, whar hc 
eontraRt. requires of you, ſurely nothing bur that which clearly 
ſhews that you buy without money, and withour price: 
hee bids you to «5k, and hee bids you to beleeve , and 
; : theſe do plainly rell you that you may and do buy upon 
gracious terms, begging, and truſting, do inform you , 

that your injoyments ate free and gracious, _ : 

4; _ Prom the 6 The work of the Setter: Thereare three things which 
I", works of the Chriſt (of whom poor Sinners come to buy) is to 


ſeller, .. 
1: Heis tofind all that they do need, 
2 Heisto findethem all. upon his own proper colts 
1 and-charge. | ; ; 
| 3 Heeis togive allunto them.. Now -— if Chriſt be 
to finde the rig Foy wk the holineſs, the mercy that 
you need, —-- I Chriſt bee at rhe charge of all, upon his 
ownall-ſuftciency and merits to provide all for you? 
. & Chriſt gives youall this, if it bee nor your purchaſetur 
his gift, then unqueſtionably poor Sinners do, and may 
buy of Chriſt upon gracious rerms.. 


SECT. 


Reaſons of it, . . . 
Queb 4 \ , 7 Hy Chriſt doth ſell, and poor Sinners do 
| AA of Chrift upon gracious terms, 

Sel, The Reaſons ate theſe F i ON 
- I 1t is thus gracious way of trading,which brings Ww caſ- 

IEA E-news wy. to tomers we CEA coorefeont futneſs 
+4» Chrit, Would not. bee motives enough ro draw Sinners. to 
| Chriſt, were the graciouſneſs of the condition left our * 
tela Sinner that righteouſneſs may bee had in Chriſt, 
and forgrvencfie may bee had by Chriſt , and all that 
hee needs is to bee had frombim. Bur withall en) 

| : | yo 


a 
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Chap. Why Chriſt deals upon gractous termes. 


2 


3 


—— 


you maſt bring mony with you, you mult. lay down 
{omething of your own to pay tor all chis; Oh this brzaks 
' the heart ofa poor fianer ! Then I am undone, faith 
hee, and my condition is hopeletſe;. the treaſures arg 
precious, but the door is ſhut, and [ have no key ro open 
ir, Poor beggars have not to pay for rich wares : 


c 


report unto {inners, Chriſt hath all that your poor ſouls 


do need, and hee calls upon you to 


buy of him, and 


you may trade with him withoat mony, and without 


freely : be by 


melrs their 


v8 Aa v LE 6 0h” "Ay ys ARAB. MS #-V/L, 
(2A A OE th 


this is a good 
indeed, a kinde and gracious Chriſt 
blefſe him for this, wee will come in, to buy of him, 
who ſells all upon ſuch termes: O firs ! They are the 
gracious termes of Chriſt, which make the wares of 
Chriſt to go off, which anſwer all the doubts of your 
ſouls, which do perſwade and overcome poor ſumners, 
to come and buy of Chriſt (This is beſt for both 
ries;) it iscaſteſt for the buyer, and moſt gainful for the 
ſelter, Chriſt elſe could have no praiſe, neither ſhould 
hee have any cuſtome. 
2 Itisthis gracious way of trading which ſers #p 
Chriſt alone, and pulls down the Sinner, 
s This ſets out the Love of Chriſ# indecd, and the 
o0dneſs and bounty of Chriſt indecd, and is the height of This (ers our 
i glory, Heealone firs now in the Throne of Glory, 
who gives all alone out of the Throne of Grace, 1 Cor, 1. 


price; though you bee not worthy, though you can bring 
nothing, though you bee unworthy of all, yet you may 
have all upon as free termes as ever Bzggar had his almes: 
you may have himſelf freely, and his Rightcouſneſſe 
treely, and his Spirir ftrcely, and all pardoning mercies- 


this bowes the hearts of poor ſinners, this 
this draws 1n their hearts to Chrilt; 


CATrts, 


Chriſt indeed , a merciful Chriſt 


wee 


par- 


30, But of him are you in Chriſt Feſws, who of Ged is made 


the Lord. 


neſle, 


2 


wnta Us wiſdeme, andrighteouſneſſe, and ſanttification, and 
redemption, verl, 31, That hee that glorieth, may glory in 


Five things do ſer out the gory of his loye, and good- 


1: To 


— 


This (ers up 
Chriſt alone, 
:nd pulls down 
the ſinner. 


Chriſt in his 


glory. 


> 


"> works of the Chriſt (of whom poor Sinners come to buy 


"238. WhyChrilt deals upon gracious terms. Chap. 5 


=” 
- 


precious Diamond : if you trade with works; then you 
mult come up to thetull yalue of grace and mercy, bur 
this the Sinner can never reach, wherfore his buying muſt 

needs bee upon gracious terms, 
From the . 5 The quality of the contraft : Mark it well;how Chriſt 
quality of the contraQs with you > what hee ties you unto. whar hc 
eontraet, requires of you, ſurely nothing but that which clearly 
ſhews that you buy without money, and withour price: 
hee bids you to 5k, and hee bids you to beleeve , and 
theſe do plainly tell you that you may and do buy upon 
gracious terms, begging, and truſting, do inform you , 
; that your injoyments ate free and gracious. RN; 
From the 6 The work of the Seler: There are three (Rings which 
is ro 

ſc!ler, " 
. 1 Heistofindallthat they do need. = 

2 Heisto finde them all. upon his own proper colts 
and charge: : 

3 Heeistogive allunto them.. Now -— if Chriſt be 
to finde the righreouſneſs, the holineſs, the mercy that 
you need, —- $7 Chriſt bee ar the charge of all, upon his 
ownall-ſuftciency.and merits to provide all for you ; 

. Chriſt gives youall this, if it bee not your purchaſebur 
bis gift, then unqueſtionably poor Sinners do, and may 
buy of Chriſt upon gracious terms. 


SECT, IV. 


Reaſony of Oe fa4 17 Chriſt doth ſell, and poor Sinners do 
V. buyof Chriſt upon gracious terms, 
So!, The Reafons are theſe 
This brings in I 1t is this gracious way of trading,which brings tw caſ- 


LE ftomers ergo 1979975 $959 Chriſt, Altthe: goodnefs and fulneſs m 


Chriſt, would not. bee motives enough ro draw Sinners. to 
Chriſt, were the graciouſneſs of the condition left our * 
tea Sinner that righteouſneſs may bee had in Chriſt, 
and forgivenefſe may bee had by Chriſt , and all that 

hee needs is tobee had frombim. Bur withall tclthim 


you 
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Chap. Why Chrift deals upon gractous termes. 
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you muſt bring mny with you, you mult Jay down 
{omething of your own to pay for all chis; Oh this brzaks 
| the heartofa poor ſianer !* Then Iam undone , faith 
hee, and my condition is hopelefſe; the treaſures arg 

ecious, but the door is ſhut, and I have no key to open 
it, Poor beggars have not to pay for rich wares : But 
report unto ſinners, Chriſt hath all that your poor ſouls 
do need, and hee calls upon you to buy of him, and 
you may trade with him withoat mony, and withour 
price; though you bee not worthy, though you can bring 
nothing, though you bee unworthy of all, yet you may 
haye all upon as free termes as ever Bzggar had his almes: 
you may have himſelf freely, and his Rightcouſneſſe 
_ treely, and his Spirit freely, and all pardoning mercies- 

freely : Why this bowes the hearts of poor ſinners, this 
melts their hearts, this draws in their hearts to Chrilt; 
this is a good Chriſt indeed , a merciful Chriſt 
indeed, a kinde and gracious Chriſt indeed z wee 
blefle him for this, wee will come in, ro buy of him, 
who ſells all upon ſuch termes: O firs ! They are the 
gracious termes of Chriſt, which make the wares of 
Chriſt ro go off, which anſwer all the doubts of your 
ſouls, which do perſwade and overcome poor ſiuners, 
to come and oy of Chriſt (This is beſt for both par- 
ries;) it iseaſteſt for the buyer, and moſt gaintul for the 
ſelter, Chriſt elſe could have no praiſe, neither ſhould 
hee have any cuſtome. 

2 Itisthis gracious way of trading which ſers #p 
Chriſt alowe, and pulls down the Sinner, 


This (ers up 
Chriſt alone, 


-nd pulls down 


T This ſets out the Love of Chriſ# indecd, and the the finner. 
o0dneſs and bonmy of Chriſt indeed, and is the height of This (ersour 
i glory, Heealone (fits now in the Throne of Glory, Chriſt in his 

who gives all alone out of the Throne of Grace, 1 Cor, n, ©? 


30, Bat of him are you in Chriſt Feſws, who of God is made 
nnto us wiſdeme, andrighteouſneſſe, and ſantification, and 
redemption, yerſ, 31, That hee that glorieth, may glory in 
the Lord, 

Five things do ſet out the glory of his loye, and good- 
neſle, Hh 2 1: To 
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my I Togive himſelf for us. 2. To bear all for us. 


3 Topurchaſcall for us. 4 To give himſelf tous. 5 To 
give us all that wee need trocly; this is a loving and 


©. good Chriſt indeed. 


This pulls 
down all glory* 
ing in our 
ſelves. 


This ſcrs up 

Faith, and 
Faith (ers up 
tree Grace. 


This is the 
way to breed 
faith, and to e- 
bliſh ic. 


. 2 Trpulls down allglorying in our ſelves, and boaſting of 
ourſelves, Epheſ. 2. 9, What haſt thou that thou didft not. 
receive > Now if thou didff receive it, why doſt thow. 
glory, 4s if them badft not received it > IT Cor. 4. 7. Be- 
toved, there is nothing whatſoever which doth more ſer. 
out the Riches of Chriſt, and the miferable poyerty of a 
ſinner, than free grace. Ir ſets all that wee have upon 
Chriſts ſcore and account; wee were beholding to Chrilt 
alone for all, wee had periſhed, had it nor been for him, 
had hee not faln as low as mcer compaſſion, as mcer 
mercy, as very giving, as very gtacionlſnelſle, wee had 
neyer been recovered. Do 560 5114. 9957 

3 Chriſts deſign is to repair poor finners-#2. a way, of 
Faith; Hee ſets up Beleeving to bee the finners way of 
trading; and Faith ſets mp free grace; here is free giving, 
and free receiving : whatſoever Faith layes hold on, it 
looks on it asa free gitt. Faith brings nothing -to Chriſt 
but Chriſt; Faith:challengeth nothing from Chriſt, but 

for Chriſt, ol 

4 Chriſts gracious termes are the way to breed Faith, 


'androeftablijſh faith : Faith can never bec found out of 


our works, but only out- of free grace: If the Lord 
ſhould ſay, I will fave you for-your own perfeft Righ- 
noulaciſe, and I will forgive you your fins, if you will 
bring mec works, if you can bring mee works which can 
deſerve them, . Faith would never bee raiſed, or ſerled 
upontheſe rermes; No, no, Faith is neither raiſed, nor 
ſerled, bur upon free Grace : Ir could not ſertle wpon 
Chriſt himſelf unleſſe hee were treely offered, and free- 
ly given; nor can it ſettle on mercy, were not mercy 


0 


SECT, V. l 
Uſe 1 Oth Chriſt ſell, and may finners buy of 
Chriſt,on gracious termes >” may they have 
all rom Chriſt, without mony, and without price > Oh 
what admirable newes is this ! and what fmgular incon- 
ragements ſhould this bee to poor diſtreſſed ſinxers; This is 
the golden Scepter, this is Guſpel-uicouragements to 
poor ſinners from Chriſt, 2 


al EI gm—om_———_—_s 
Chap.s Goſpel Encouragements to poor Sinners, 268 


Iccourage- 
ments to di- 


Preflcd finne:s, 


There are feven Encouragements for ſpiritualiy poor ,-- 
and diſtreſſed ſinners, 2 That there is a Jeſus Chrilt, 


2 That Jeſus Chriſt hath all good which their poor ſouls 
do need. 3 Thar Jeſus Chriſt hath kinde thoughts to- 
wards them, his bowels yerne over them, and are trou- 
bled for them, 4 That hee only intends to help and re- 


lieve them. 5 That hee ſends unto them, and calls them 


by name to come unto him, and affuresrhem that hee is 
willing to trade with them. 6 Fhat hee isearneſt with 
them to take of himall the grace, and mercy, and com-. 
fort-and good, of which they are deſtitute,come and buy, 
7 Thar they may have all that good from himupon as 


reaſonable termes as.your:hearrs can defirez Ask poor | 


fianers, 
Why ! would you not have all the good Chriſt hath 
to fell > O-Lord wee would ! will this prevail with you, 
ro rake from Chrift as much as you -need, and ro make 
your own condition and price for them all > it would; 
and what conditions would you make ? Alas ! wee are 
poor ſinners, wee have nothing, and deſerye nothing, if 
wee might have all for nothing, elſe wee cannot buy : 
Why here the Lord Jeſus yeeldeth unto you; come azd 
buy Wine, and Milk without mony, and without-price; what 
\ ſhould hinder you poor ſinners from comming and buy- 
ing, Heb, 4.16. Let ws therefore come boldly wnto' tbe 
Throne of Grace, that wee may obtain mercy, and finde Grace 


to belpin time of weed + Becauſe itisa Throne of Grace, 


therefore wee may come boldly : A. Wnner can come to 
Hk 3 no: 


6 þ 
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no Throne, but that of Grace with boldneflſe, hee would 
bee upbraided, aſhamed, reje&ed : Buy unto that 
( rhough hee bee a ſinner ) yet hee may boldly come, hee 
may come with confidence. | 
/- Twothings may incourage any ſinner to ceme conhi- 
{ dently to Chriſt, and to buy of him, 
One is, when Chriſt puts no bar in comming; Ano- 
ther is, when Chriſt removes cvery ſtumbling block out 
of his way : borh of theſe are done by Chriſt, when hee 
ſaith, Come and buy without mony, and without price; 
There # nothing to obſtrutt the way, for hee ſaith, come and 
buy, and here 15 all to make the way plain and eafee, for hee 
ſaith, come and buy without mony, &c, It matters not 
What you have been, though you have been exceeding ty 
fnful, yet you may finde mercy to pardon many fins, 
oreat fins, all fins; and all upon gracious rermes : Ir mat- 
ters not how amworthy you are, how utterly undeſerving; 
ou may have all upon gracious termes. It matrers not 
ow weak and inſufficient you arc, you may come to 
Chriſt, and of him buy all upon gracious rermes > Welt 
thou bee made whole, ſaid Chriſt to the impotent man > (0 
faith Chriſt to a poor diſtreſſed finner, wilt thou bee con- 
tent that I give thee all, thar I freely give theeall > O 
what a Chriſt js this ! O what an encouragement is this 
wr you to Come _ buy = cap 4 4 
. cannot Yet paille OIT ITO ic, DECAUIe 1t Con- 
oe = ©. Ccrns diſtreſſed ſouls : There are five comforts and ſup- 
ſales of Chriſt ports unto you, that all the Sales of Chriſt are free, are 
ate fice, upon gracious termes « 
His gracious : Hrs gracions ſales are your lively hopes: Never could 
Flesare your finners have found a door of Hope, if Chriſt had not open- 
lively bopes. ed a door of grace 8 The moſt miſerable and indigent 
ers hath hope to ſpecd,when free Grace is the hand to 
1elp. | | 
2 His gracious ſales are your ſufficient pleas : when you 
Your ſufficief; can ſhew nothing to prevail for mercy, but free Grace , 
Pleas, this will prevail : Thou haſt ſaid, thou wilt love mee 
treely, that thou wilt forgive mce freely; O fave gr 
© Or 
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fos thy mercies ſake 1-for the Lords ſake ! for his names 
fake ! this is all your plea, and this will bee ai effeftual 
leſs | 7 
- 3 His gracious ſales are your full anſwers to all that Sa- 
tan Can object, and to all that your conſciexces can ob- 
je, and to all that your #»beleeving hearts can objett : 
you have been thus and thus fintul, O ! but mercy is to 
bee had freely; you are ungodly, O ! but Righteouſ- 
nefſe is to bee had freely; you are worthy of nothing 


O ! but Chriſt ſells freely; you are nothing but want 


and poverty. O ! but Chrilt ſells all freely. 

4 His graciousſales ate your real payments : As wee ſay 
of love, it is wages to irfelf, fo tmay we affirm of Chrilts 
graciouſneſic, it is a payment unto it ſelf, you may take 
up whatſoever''-you needs and 'call for, and the 

aciouſicſle of Chrift defrayes all for you, payes for 

ightcouſneſſe, Love; Forgiveneſle, 

5 His gracious fales are your owly comveyances; you may 
have what you will from Ohriſt, if you will cake itup- 
on gracious termes, you may have any thing from him 
for receiving, and you ſhall have nothing of him, it 
you will bee deſerving; you haye bought, if yon bee con-- 
tent freely ro receive. © | 

SECT, FF; 

Uſe 2 Ay all that finners doneed bee bought” of 
| M Chi upon gracious termes Bn mo- 

ny, and without price”) Why ! then, why doth nor che 
Kingdome of Heaven ſuffer violence! why da wot ſinners 
run uns Jeſus Chriff | Why do wce not by multirudes 
o-_ unto the Throne of _ ifa RR = to bee 
owed amongſt a company of poor: beggars, how do 
they make haſte, how do they' run, how do they ſtrive 
ro come nearthe door ! how do they ery out, take no- 


tice of mee, remember mee, I am very poorzand'our chil- 


dren will bee ſtarved. Thus wee wilt out for a doal of 
Bread, or fot fix- pence, or for-two-pence; and yet Chriſt 


Cries> 


Yeur fullans, fi) 
ſwers, |. 


Yourreal Pay- 
ments. 


Y cur on! y 
conveyances. | 


Why thcn ds 
nt ſinners 11m 
to Jeſus Chriſt. . 
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cries out to liriners, you-are * poor and miſerable men, 
and you will periſh, - it you. haye--nort-my {clf, and my 
Righreouſnelie, and Mercy, and Spirit; come to mee, 
and I will help you to all tharthall ſave your poor ſouls, 
and you ſhall bave ir freely, and ir ſhall colt you no- 
thing : Nevexthclefle finners.ſtand off, they come not 
in to Chriſt; they will nor.come and inyy of Chrift, al-. 
though hee ſells all: without mony,, and withour price. 
O Sirs ! canſfider, conſider how great this fin is ! conſi- 
der how inexcuſable this fn.1s | conſider how condemning 
this ſin is! For Chriſt todeal with Sinners upon. gract 
ous termes* this 1s the kindeſ# way, of dealing, and this 
is the cheapeft way of dealing, and this isthe ſweere/# way 
of dealing, and this is the - oft: affett iqnare-and melting 
way of dealing, and this isthe utter moſt and, left way of 
dealing. If tree grace will not prevail with you, no- 
thing will prevail widkyou: how, will. you-look Chriſt 
in the face, in the day of judgements! How will you bee 
able to ſtand before God':- what can you have to anſwer 
for your ſelves, when Chriſt ſhall ftand forth and chal- 
lenge you, and accuſe 'you? Father ! Theſe are the Sins 
ners that ſleighted and refuſed mee, they were informed 
of their great miſery, and of thy great_mercy- Thou 
did ſend mee out of thy tender love and compaſſionto 
die for themy and to - purchaſe all good for them, Ir 
colt mee my lite to procure mercy, and peace, and fal- 
vation; and 1 called upon themto come to mee, and to 
buy.of mee, and to take off from my hands all the good 
that their ſouls did need, and:I offered them all ' chis -as 
ircely, as graciouſneſle could. make a tender, I-did not 
put hard termes upon them, I did not 'exat any 
more from them, bur to come unto mee, :and-: freely 
roreccive mercy, freely totake my righteouſneſle,' and 
freely to accept of ſalvation, and yet they fleighted thy 
free S5Ace. or the Lords ſake confider what you doy 
and bce more ſerious under the Goſpel, for your poor 
fouls, the free Grace of God in Chriſt, as it is now the 
{weereſt Argument to bring in your ſouls, ſo it will ber 
e 


Chap. 4* The folly of trading with our own works, 255 i 


the: heavieſt indirement hercafter;to ſhame and condemn 
your ſouls. | | 


SECT, P11, | 
Vſe 3 D# Chriſt ſell, and muft Sinners buy of T4. folly of | 


Chriſt upon gracious terms, Then behold. trading with 
here the folly of Sinners who will not know when they 'our own works 
are well oftered»and well uſed, | 

Chriſt would uſe them kindly, and they will not bee 
{o uſed : Hee would ſell unto them freely; and they 
like not gracious terms, The Hebrew Servant might 
£0 out freely inthe year of Fabile, but hee had rather 

cca Slave: So Chriſt would (ell freely unto Sinners, 
bur they would rather buy of him upon fleight terms : 
Buy ſaith Chriſt, without money, and. without price. 
No but they will buy with money, and with: price, they 
will come with _—_ in their hands , with ſomething 
of their own, or el coo ſhall not perſwade them to 
come and buy of Chriſt. Though Joſeph returned 
back his brethrens money #n their ſacks, yet they come 
again with more monys te bay food, Though Chrilt diſ- 
avows and diſclaims all our goodneſle, and all our 
works, yer {till wee are harping upon them, and this 
muſt we be, and this wee muſtbring to Chriſt,or elſe we 
muſt not buy of hime  - 0 EE FR | 
\- Thereare four things. whuch I would ſhew unto you 
from thts uſe. I | 

1 Thereisa ftrong propenhion inSinners to-trade up- 
on their own. works: :. + ..: | . 

2 That there1s an exceeding doubrfulneſs and jea- 
louſy in them to buy * of Chrift upon gracious 


(ems... - -. - EY Pp 

3, The peculiar cauſe of both theſe., .. > - Threwa 

4 Theextrcam folly and yanity! of. this way of tra + firong incli- 
ding ,upon our own works, _. nation in fin- 


.T There is a ſtrong propen/ion and inclination in Sinners to A - B- 
. - Et upo e 
trade npon the terms of their own works, Iſaiah 58. Wherfore Fon 


have wee faſted, is not this cyident in the | Jews? wal works» 
| Ho i would 
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There isa 
doubrfulnefle 
3n finners ib-r 
they may nOt 
buy upon gra” 
Cious fermis« 


Of rhe pe-- 
culi:r 19cntt 
ona of Chiiſt, 


wouldnot ſeek a Righteouſneſſe by faith, but by the 
works of the Law, and ſaith the Apoſtle, They ſtumbled 
at the ſtumbling ſtoue, Rom, 9g. 32, and cap. 10. 3» They 


going aboxnt to eſtabliſh theair own righteouſneſſe, have 


not ſubmitted themſelves unto the Righteonſneſſe of God, 
Is not this evident in Popery, where works are ſo mag- 
nified, that tor their ſakes wee come to merit grace, and 
forgiveneſs, and everlaſting glory. 

Hut ro let theſe, and all:enorant Proteſtants paſs, let 
mee fix onely upon poor diſtreſſed and troubled Sinners. 
Fhere ſhall you finde this kinde of trading very {eriouf- 
by kept up :- They cannor eafily bee taken off. -—----- 
Their fears, their complants, their indeavonrs, ſhew: 
thatthey do trade upon works; O wee have been fo 
finful ! and weeare ſo unworthy ! O wee arenort hum- 
bled enough 1 O bur our hearts are not yet changed ! O 
bur wee $6 tirele ! O but Chriſt will not look up- 
on fach-wretches !- Of but we muſt bee better firred and 
prepared : O- but ſurely, rhereas fomerhing more which 
Chriſtdoth expett! but conld we make our hearts 
thus and thus 1 O: but had wee this,and could wee do 
that, then would wee confidently expe mercy. 

B:loved,- Iris a difficult work ro quis our works 2 
to trade another way than in the old covenant of works , 
x needs the work of the Law, and the work of con- 
{cience, andthe work of the Spirit, all of them together, 
to raſe our ſelf-foundations, ' to- pull down the opi- 
nion , of our own.Righteouſnelle,. to ſtripour (elves. of 
our {-lves. f DE + 2 

2 There is Anexceeding doubtfulneſs and jealouſy is 
Sinners, that They may nat buy of Chriſt upon gracious 
terms, 

Thrreare two things at which cſpecially poor Sin- 
nersdo ſtick . (evcn) a{cer they have broken through ma- 
ny other fears and donbrs. 

1 Ones the peculiar intentions of Chriſt: But Chriſt 
means not mee, but Chriſt yet is not wg tO receive 
mce, todo my ſoul good, to beſtow all this ſaying = 
upon my ſoul, . | 2: Ano - 


—— 
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2 Another is the gracious capitalations of Chrift, this 
is the laſt, and this is the hardeftt of all che poor Sinners 
doubts, and fears, and exceptions : When you. have 
clearcd all the reſt, yet this remains in great ſtrength.” 
O it cannor bee ! what > Mercy, all mercy, and all love, 


and every grace, aud every comfort, and every ſaving 


S00d,freely > Why > I have been an exceeding tranſ- 
greſfor, and I d:ſerve hell, and God 1s righteous , and 
there are fo many threatnings of God againlt mee, and 
juſtice muſt and will bee ſatisfied , and yet I may have 
all freely. Though I can ſay nothing but,God bee natrcin 
fl to mee 4 Sinner, though 1 can plead nothing but, ſave 
mee for thy mercy ſake, Though 1 can ſhew nothing bur 
reaſ2ns why Chriſtſhould loath mee , and yet all to bee 
had frecly- without money and without price ; muſt I 
lay down no money to buy love, who have forteited 
love, no money to pay,who am ſo much in debt: nothing 
of my own worthineſs for all chis which is of inftaite 
worth > Who canbeleevye this that the Jaf God,will bee 
ſo kinae, that the Holy God, will bee ſo good to Sinners, 
What and are all my troubles of no worth? and are all 
my tears of no worth > - and are all my prayers of 
no worth ? an4 are all my ſervices of no worth 2? 
and are all my pains and labour of no worth > Can 
they not make upany thing for payment ? what Ta_ 
atall > haye I not got any thing for their ſakes > an 
mult I neyer expect ro get any thing for their ſakes > O 
but {till I fear, I tear, it I look on my (elf, I tear that in- 
deed 1 cannor pay to the worth of mercy,and yet if I look 
on mercy 1 tear wherher I may have ir at fo cheap a rate, 
4s gracioulneſs : it I ſettle my confidence on my works, 
ſhould I not periſh, and if I venture onely on free grace 
and mercy, ſhould I certainly bee fate, YO how long doth 
the poor Sinner ſtrive to fide ſomething in himſelf, and 
then how long doth hee lye trembling rwixt his own 
works and Chritts free grace, and then how long ere he 
will venture all upon Chriſts graciouſneſle alone ? | 
3 What ſhould the reaſons of both theſe bee? I will pre- 
ſent a tew unto you, :1S |: 


Of his graciofs 
eapicalacions, 


The peculiar 
cauſe of both 


| theſe. 


1 The 


"abt. | The folly of trading with our own works. Chap,y 


The Sinner X. 1 The $i»-ner though he is Poor, yet hee is prowd, and 
hugh Poowis thar gracious trading 1s extreamly contrary to our proud 
proud. hearts., A proud perſon would bee ſome body, and free 
f Grace makes nothing of him, hce thinks highly of him- 
ſelt, and res Sraceteclls him plainly, that hee is a begger- 

I Wretcns | 
And ignorant, ” 2 ASthe ſinner is poor; ſo hee is ignorant, Hee is igno- 


rant 
— _ x Of himſelf, heeſees perhaps that hee is poor, bur 
" hee dathnot ſee that hee is utterly poor : Hee ſees per- 
hapwnany wants, but hee doth nor fce that hee is no» Þ} 
thing but wants, a little hee thinks hee hath of his 
own to buy withal, and a little ſhare in his ſalva- 
tion, | 
2 Of Chriſt,that the price to be laid down. for all our 
g00d, is onely in Chriſts hands, that paiments and fati(- 
factions, and purchaſings upon priceare proper to-Chriſt 
the Saviour of ſinners, Rom, 10.3, They being ignorant 
of Gods righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their own 
r4ghteonſneſs.Cc, 
. 3 Of the meceſſary Conditions of the Covenant of 
YACE, 
Ard apt to 3 The Sinner is very apt to miſtake in this ſpiritual trad- 
miſtake. inthis #22 * Hee takes means to bee canſes, and duties to 
ſpiriruat tra= bcc dignities : God bids him pray, and ſayes that hee 
Ling, will hear, hee bids him ask, - and then fayes that he will ' 
give, hee bids him mourn, and fayes that then hee 
{hall have comfort, hee bids him confefle and forſake his 
{1ns, and fayes that then hee ſhall have mercy; hee bids 
him beleeve, and ſays then hee ſhall haye peace : Now. 
all theſe means, and all theſe duties the Sinner frequent- | 
ly looks upon as cauſes and dignities : hee thinks God 
hears, and anſwers, and gives tor their ſakes: becauſe 
without theſe hee cannot enjoy metcy, and comfort, and 
peace; Therefore hee thinks . that hee doth enjoy | 
them tor theſe; whereas theſe are but waycs and means; 
bur Chriſt alone, is the reaſon, or the dignity, or merito- 
rious cauſe of all our enjoyments, 
4. The 
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4 The Sinncr (naturally) is deftitute of faith, and And deſtitute 
therefore it hee trades at all, hee will bee trading with fb. 


his own money : Unbelect cither keeps us ar home, or 
goes out with money , will notbee perſwaded of ſuch 
a gooneſlc, love, willingnell, graciouſneſſe;that grace 
will bc at all the coſt : 


Chriſt, | 

4 But now inthe laſt place, behold the vanity ana 
folly of all ths, Theway of trading with Chriſt upon 
any other than gracious terms ; 

£15 1 impoſhible, 

2 Contrary, 

- 3 Fruitle(s and ridiculous. 

4 Perplexing, 

5 Pcraitious, 

1 It « impoſſible.---If you would buy upon the wor- 
thinefle of your own works, then you mult go un- 
to the worth of grace, and mercy, and glory, and 
you mult give for them as much as Chriſt gave for them, 
No leſle would ſerve for this. purchaſe than the 
precious bloud of Chriſt. Is it poſſible for a Sin- 
= ro lay down ſuch a price as Chriſt himſelf 
did? 

Again,. it 1s impoſſible for a Sinner to buy. upon the 
price of his own works, yca, upon the belt of his own 


\Onely faith knows the worth - 
and the way of trading with the free grace of God in _ 


\ 


The vanity 
and folly of a 


this» 


Ir is impoſlible 


works, becauſe when hee hath done his beſt, hee hath 


done no more then hee ſhould do, hee hath done bur his 
duty (and duty hath vo deſert in it) nay hee hach nor 
done ſo much as hee ſhould do, becauſe our belt is ſhort 
and imperfect, and when hee hath done all, there is fo 
much eyil going with our beſt works, that if Chriſt did 
not interpoſe » there would be found reaſon enough, not 
onely of exception, but alſo of condemnation, 'There- 
fore Aaron was to bear the iniquity of the holy offerings, 
and the Prayers of the Saints were offered up with 1%- 
cenſe.. 


b3-2 3 Ir 


——_ 
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It is contraty. 


To the purpoſe 
of God. 

To the loye of 
God. 


To the fatis- 
faion of 


_ Ctrift, 


To the Goſpel 


ot ChriQ, 


To: the- nature 

of all ſpiritual 

metcies. 

To all che ple-. 
ry of God and 

Chriſt. 


To the liberty 
wherewih 
Chriſt hath 
made you free. 
Ir is fruitleſſe 
and ridiculcus. 


-'2 Itis a quite contrary way,to buy upon any other than 
upon gracious terms 3 It is contrary #o the purpoſe of God, 
for hee did purpoſe to fave ſinners by grace: | 

Ic is contrary tothe loveof God in giving of Chriſt,and 
thereby to ſect open the throne of grace for Sin- 
NELrs: 

Ic is contrary to the ſatisfatt ron of Chrift, arid his me- 
rits; that ſoall might be made gracious unto us, 

x Iris contrary to the Goſpel of Chrift, which pulls doyn 


the covenant of works, and ſets up the covenant of 


Lace. 
: It is contrary to the natare of all ſpiritual mercies which 
are the gifts of God in Chriſt. bt 

It is contrary to all the glory of God, and of Chriſt: your 
worthineſs, your payments would deprive him oft his 
glory which is this, The Lord, The Lord, merciful and 

racions, Exod. 4. © 

Ir is contrary to the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
you free, It isbut a returning from the land of promiſe 
wito the houle of bondage. | 

3 Iris fraitlefſe and ridiculows : it is fraitleſſe, if you 
come to buy of Chriſt upon a price, or worth of your 
own,he will neyer do you good: T hy wony periſh with thee 
ſaid Peter to Simon Magus ; becauſe thou baſt thought 
that the gift of God may bee purchaſed with money, AB,20,. 


. Chriſt keeps no market for workers, but for beleevyers : . 


up ofter nothing if you be nor willing to receive what 
e offers you upon gracious terms. 

And I #: ridicalows : when a poor Sinner . comes to 
Chriſt and contefleth before him that hee is a moſt miſe- 
rable wretched, undone, loſt, unworthy Sinner,and rhat 
all his hopes are in him alone; if hee gives not help, hee 
muſt periſh, and then draws his empty purſe: and he will 
trade with Chriſt upon money and price, and hee will 


expett help and ſupply for ſome good that hee hath, or 


for ſome good that he hath done, hee hath nothing, and 

yethee will lay down ſomething ; hee isunworthy, and 

yet hee will challenge ; hee comes to beg, and yet __ 
Wl 


OI” A ———— 
— 
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will pay:how abſurd and ridiculous is this > 

4 I « perplexing : your conſcience can never bee ſet- 
lcd or ſatisfied, if you come ro buy upon any but 
gracious terms : You have no promiſe thar ever 
God will do you good for your own ſake, nor can you 
ever bee reſolyed, here is now juſt as much as will de- 
ſerve mercy and falyation; I deſire to reſt on it as a ſuffi- 
Clent reaſon and recompence ta God, 

5 It is pernitiow + it you pull down the graciou(- 
neſs of Chriſt, and will trade for all the good which 
your fouls do need.upon the accaunt of your own works, 
and worthineſle, you do 1a cftect out-brave Chriſt, and 
cell bim that you do not count him a Saviour onely, 
and that yau will not bee beholding unto him, nor wall 


you bee {aved by him. -—- Hee that will bee faved by / 


Chriſt, mult bee fayed by grace, and hee muſt bee ſaved 
by faich, and if fo, thennort by works of his own : you 
cannot bee ſaved by borhzit you will bee ſaved by Chriſt. 
then you cannot bee ſaved by your own works, and it 
ww will bee ſaved by your own works, then you cannor 

e ſaved by Chrift : Surely hee that will not bee ſaved 


—— 


Ir is perplex- 
in 


It is pernicio!s 


onely by Chriſt, that man ſhall never be ſayed, bur ſhall. 


certainly periſh, 
SECT, VIII 
aſe 4 I? all the good (which poor Sinners do need) to 


be had from Chriſt upon free, and gracious 
terms > then let us #&e inftrutted unto ſeveral. Du- 
TICS, : 
1 To admire the exceeding goodneſs, and exceeding 1i- 
ches of the grace of God,in his kindneſs towards wa through 
Jeſrs Chri, aud to _ him for it, ---- "The Leve of God 


isa precious love, and the mercy of God js precious mer=- 
cy, and the S«lvation of a Sizner, is-a precious falvati- 
on, --- And for God to give Jeſus Chriſt, by whom poor 
Sinners may havealively hope to enjoy all ſaying good, 
toſer up-fucha new and living way - - 


O. 


| k C4 
InſttuRion to 
ſeveral duties. 


Admire tbe ex» 
ceeding riches 
of the grace of 
God through 
Chciſt, 


4” 


Ler ant atly 
diſtrefled fin- 
ner deſpair. - 


Grounds of 
Hope. 
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'O! This was excecding/kindneſle : tis great kin\- 
ncls co lay up any good for unkinde ſinners : tis exceed- 
ing kindncile to lay wp all good in Chriſt, tor {inners, and 
{oro make out unto them this poſhbility to attain it : 
Bur betide all this, ro make fuch conditions with poor 
{inners, for the enjoyment of all this good » as no 
ways exceeds the capacity of Sinners, nor excludes a- 
ny fiancr for his own inability , and inſufficiency ;why?> _ 
this is the exceeding riches of Gods grace: 

To prepare all ſaving good for a poor finner, To offer 
= good unto himy and togive it ; yea, to give it 
reely. 1 

Otalk ond God is our God, whata loving and 
kinde and exceeding kinde God is hee ! to releaſe poor 
ſinners trom the old bond, to paſſe by all his old tranſ- 
ercflions, to overlook all his unworthinefle, ro exatt 
no more from him» nay, nothing at all as a price, to 
make them eternally happy upon gracious terms : Is not 
this exceeding goodnefle and Kkindnefle > Will good 
fatistye you ? will ſaving good fatisfye you? will all 
ſaving good fatisfye you? will the enjoyment of all 
ſaving goud upon reafonable terms ſatisfye you? will 
the enjoyment Of all upon giving terms, upon free and 
Sracious terms,{atisftve you > O then admire at the 
exceeding goodnelle of your God ! and bleſs him for 
the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindneſſe ro- 
wards you through Jeſus Chriſt, All that you want 
may bee had from Chriſt ( whom Grace hath ſent) 
upon gracious terms, upon them alone, upon them 
altogether, , | 

2 Let not any diſtreſſed, burdened, Thirſty, poor fn- 
ner deſpair : You are aptſo to do, but why? Is not the 
Lord gracious > May not all bee ſupplied upon tree coſt? 
Graciouſneſle keeps the key ot all the treaſures, and 
there 1s a throne of Grace, anditis alrogerher proper for 
the necdy and unworthy ; and graciouſnef[* is oze price 
for all the kinds of good which you need, and.ir is the or- 
ly price, and you may bee fully ſatisfied. that - it 1s boy 
an 
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and chevefore;Þ nov:feat-and deſpair of help from 


C 4 ihad} VIC,Y a, - IT; Foy 
' 1 Graciouſueſſe keeps the key of all the treaſury : nay, 
it is the key whichopens the door, and which lets ”—_ 
into all the mercies, and intothi hopes of them : indeed 
if your works;it your worthineſs . were the : key, you 
would bee ſhutout; you could:never have hope, but be- 
cauſe graciouſnieſſeys the keyy/ :Therefore as no worthi- 
. nefſe ot ours can: open of of mercy , ſo nounwor- 
thineſle of ours can ſhut it: graciouſteſſe excludes no Sin- 
ner, but the proud and full{inner, = 

2 Graciouſweſſe looks for 'n# "price at the Sinners hands, 
it alwaics catrics:its own price with it, it is reaſon e- 
nough.and plea enough for all your blefſings,: and for all 
your enjoyments. [The gracious God will do yon good 
for his own ſakeghee will forgive:you for his own ſake,he 
will love you for hisownſake.! .: : | 

'3\. The throne of Grace us purpoſely ſet np for you, as the 
nn, of refuge toflye #nto : it is as proper anargument-to 


up your hcarts as the Wiſdome of God cau finde, 


and to remove all your fears and doubts, The your and 
unworthieſt ſinter:may trade-inthe. greateſt marker , 
for the'gteateſt commodiriesupongracious terms. - 

*. 4 Gracionſneſſe is one price, aud. the. onely price | for all 
kinds of good which you need, you may have Chriſt upon 
free terms, and you may be jultified upon free terms; and 
you may have heaven it ſelf upon free terms: This you 
think you may have freely , and that youthink will bee 
done freely, I tell you all willbe done: treely,and all may 

'be had freely; whatſoever a poor diſtrefled finner gw 4 
want,and wharſoeyer God hath to give unto. him, all of 
itis tobec had freely. \ 1} 65: 45d bn ed 

+ 's Al this. is acertaiu trmth; it is not. a comforta- 

: ble fiftion or deluſiominvented by weak man: God him- 
felt delivers ir, Chriſt himſelf affirms it, will love thewe 
freely, Come” and take of the: mater of life freely,Camg and 

Buy without monty and withant price, 21:14 


F fs \'s . | b 6. + [FEY 04 #1 #2 wo : 
6 Hy K k 6 And 
THEE n 


Sy 
— 


Graciouſnefle 
keersthe key 
of all cthetrea» 
ſury, 


Graciovſnefle 
looks for ne 
price at the 
Sinners bands, 


The throne of 
Grace is pur- 
poſely fer up 
ar youe 


Graciouſnefſe 
is the one and 
onely price fer 
all good. 


All this is 2 | 
ccraigtruth, 
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And h:e di- 
res this 


6:eArd: bee dire#s this grwthtogee,, Heozhauhach na 
mony, come and þuy without mony : Now caſt opal all 


 Truchto yot- YOUTr thoughts and feafs aging andcoflider-what ſujh 


Srive to ſub- 


rhir to 
E! 


\ :. 
A 


'  fHetd; butthecaſe is 


yer fag 'ts: come 'to. C 
- without) mony;!: 2nd; 
4 God will have ie iſ, mor any. of uy pur 


Cicnt cauſe you have to diſquict your hearts, to dejeR 
your ſouls, to look on your reef em and. gaps as 
deſperare : I befeech you; tellmee dexiqullyz,is the is & 
nough in-Chriſt to help ow, to. relieve yo to 

you, toſave your certain By tiers is gjough.) inall- ſh 
ciency to help, and ina Saviour of Sinners, to fave fin- 
ners : Hath Chriſt yon. pare you, and of all ſinners 
put ina caveat againſt, you; and expreſied his exceptions 


+ againſt you? Theſe yang Cs theſe hun- 


gry aid thirſty Sinners;' ers Lead hd:ineedy. Wl 
ofall pin; 1 will have 90 ing ado wichthenty and 
they fhall have nothing to do with mice ! lerothers-come, 
bucletthem keep off; lrorherstrade and buy, bas let 
not them come near | 1], here were:caufe of etna it- 

quite comrary” with you*: Jeſus 
©briſt keeps marker for you, and-fendsto you, and .in- 
Sites you particularly, Let him that ts # thirſt come, and 


i Bet bam that bath po mony.come + Hathilic Lord Telus laid 


any excluſive, andubreafonable tax-o6;.ampoſition, .on 
you? yoa muttbring:ahisiand laydowathar, orelſe you 
ynorofme-z" WEN. rs terms are -ofily gracious (Tee 
thas hitur x0 money, come and buy without money, nud wit h- 
owt proce.) Why | if thaicboednmangh3 in/Chriſt for you, 


* [and if Chriſt bids Litman, rev" buy; and-4f Chriſt, will 
Lilgen allkvely and graciouſly, pray you bee ſaid, and 


'contplain:nomote, hirc is cnough; dot only.to 
xigacy fron defpai, batalforo raiſe, your hearts tw 
al Joy«!! "#3 
3 Let m ſtrive v0 ſubmit unto this way of; FACIOIG trad- 
and boe « Conant NO: a. 
-price;# AW by be 


felves wromedatial:-If the Lord: will 


by It the Eord will ave. us Ince de eb gl 


ich wee need or 
c 


. lke nothing of us for. ADE good 
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begge of him; Think that at leaft you-may reft well con» 
rented that wee may go to Heavenupon rhe account on» 
ly of free gracious mercy.” 'Would ir trouble a Beg» 
gary 14 any of you greatand rich people ſhould give him 
atwll-reliet freely ? If God faith unto us, my | Chriſt 
ſhall bee the giver, and you ſhall bee the receiyers; you 
cannever repair. yourſclyes by your works; bur 1 wall 
repair: you by my. grace,you' ſhallhave”atl the .good 
freely, and Twill have all the glory only; ' O that wee 
could all of us (ay this day, a match, Lord! a bargain 
Lord ! Bleſſed bee - thy name that wee 'poor ſinners 
may haveChrift, and mercy, and falvation upon theſ: 
tering: :Q rhar chis might bow our ſouls 'inthisday uuy 
tothe Lord! © thatour ſouls by -all: this graciouſnetle 
might bee wroughtupon to come in to Chrift,, and buy 
of him 1 O that under the ſenſe of your ſpiriruat wants» 
you were able to cxalt the grace of Chritt by faith 1 0 
thatin your acceſſes unto God; you could rcft your 
hopes of enjoyment on theſe gracious terms of Chriſt! 
| Domine !' Merita mea, Miſericordia tua; O Lord! my 


raerits, are thy mercies, my worthinefſe, is only thy gra- 


ciouſneſſe; I come to begge, bur not ro' challenge, to re- 
celye, but notto give, tocxalt thee, and to abaſe =- 
{lf !\O blelled Chriſt ! give mee thy ſel, thy Righteoul- 
neflc, Holineſle, Mercies, all freely without monyz\and 
withour price» | | | 

4 Love Jeſis Chriſt who ſells ants you all your good, up- 
01.jo low a rate as gracious and free termer Beloved Jeſus 
Chriſt never bought atthar rare which he is willing to ſcll 
uNo.you:: br colthim dear to buy mercy ,and ah 
for.us,he (cells unto uswithour'price;buche boughtus with 


vation * 


Love Jeſus 
Chriſt, who 
ſells a'l freely. 


mags. 


a price,1 Cor,6,-0,Hefellsunto us withour monic,or mo= 


nies worth; butheebought us by thar which is mwore preci- 
ous than filver;and gold, evenby his precions blood,n Per. 1. 
«g.i Ibcot himche enduring of wrath, ro buy out our 
peaxez.itcofthim the ſuffering of death, tobuy life for 
us: 'Olovethis Chriſt ! andl\ce bought dear, that wee 


amight-buy ſo cheap; bad not hee paid all the ſcores, had 
Kksz not 


*» 
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Remember 
tharyouare 
indebred to 
Chriſt for all 
the good you 
bave 

Free Receipts 


' binde us, 


To exceeding 
Humbleneſs. 


Toexceeding . 


] hankfulneſ: . 


deft inated 1 according tothe good pleaſure. of his. wilt, yerl.. 


not hee fully ſatisfied juſtice, had. not hec laid down x 
ranſome for us, had not hee made a purchaſe for us, wee 
could never have bought upon the termes, at which wee 
may now buy : Oloye this Chriſt ! Who boughtupon 
tiard termes, that hee might fell ro us, and that wee 
might buy of him upon the moſt gracious termes : Chriſt 
us in his thoughts when hee undertook the bargain 
with his Father, it was a part» and a chick parr- of the 
agreementy1 will trade and buy at the bar of juſtices that 
r ſinners tnay trade and buy at the Throne of Grace : 
will bee at coſt, that they may injoy all without colt ; 

I will rake up all upon a price, that they may takeup all 
without mony, and without price; Fwill bear all, thac 
they may go free; I will pay all, that 'they may buy 
freely, once more love fuch a Chriſt, +. x 
5 Remember that you are indebted nnt0Chrift for all the 
good you have : His free (clling is all one with his free 
iving: Now conſider, that although .no-price goes be- 
ax afrce gift, yer a great debt enſues alwaics-upon it. 


/- The kindeſt mercies, are the ftrongelt obligations, and 


the more free they are, the more binding they are: 
And'there arc two things unto which our free receipts 
from Chriſt do binde us, | 
1 Toexceeding humbleneſſe, what am 1? and what a 
thy ſoron ? What 1 am, 1 am bythe grace of God, God 
forbid that I ſhould glory. in any thing, but in the Grace of 
Chrift; as. they abour the offerings of the ficſt fruits, 
Dext, 26.5. Thow ſhalt ſpeak, and ſaybefore the Lord,. a 
Syrian ready toperiſh was my. Father, So Lord! I was 
___ and needy, nothing, deſerved. nothing, yer 
- haye rceeived all, and that only. upon gracious terms« 
2 Toexceeding thankfulneſe, What Gal Frender unto 
the Lord for alt bis benefits towards mee; I will take the cup 
of ſalvation, and call upon the name of the Lord, Pſal.' 116, 
1-2, 1:3. Bleſſed bee the God and Father of our Lord' Jeſtss 


Chriſt, who hath blefed ws with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 


heavenly places inChrift Feſw, Epheſ, 1; 3, Who hath pre- 
FeT'0 


Thaye 6 Chriſto Off faightedy Pſion. air: 
5. Toths praiſe of the glory of his grace, verl. 6, Jnwhow 

wee have redemption rnd is blood, I forgiveneſſe. of F 

aur fins,, according totheriches of big grace, yet, Tas, 


[ETFTLTATETELLTENTELTETEEEDETEELTEY 
' — ISAIAH 55. 2, +: 1100 
therefore do you ſpend mony for that which is. not bread? 
and your laboxr for that mbiah ſatisfieth ot.: Hearken 
diligently unto mee, and eat yee at which is good, and 
let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſſte, = F 
| CHAP. 6. 


ad Heſe words contain in them wwo 


S. | | 
0 correftion of ſinful men(where- 
D fore do .yee ſpend mony for that which 
iomee Bread). ; © þ 8 
2 4 direttion. unto  finful men 
(Hearken diligently unto mee,and cat 
BURT « yee that which is good.) 1-1. 
Ia the. corre&ion. there are two lins which are. re-: 
prehendedin them. | "$f: {pt 
L One is their extreame  ingratitude, that although 
God did. offer unto thena all ſaving good, in and by 
Chriſt, upon moſt gracious termes, yer they did refuſe, 
and {leight this his exceeding goodneſſe and kindnefſe 
CThg "A ſpend. their mony. and. their. labour for other 
wngs,) .. Fink REN act | 
'2 Another. istheir extreame fooliſhneſſe, in perplexing, 
and. wearyingy and labouring, and ſpending of them- 
ſclves for meer. vanities. that they would' rather put 
themſelves unto fruitlefle pains, and troubles, than: qui- 
etly toreſt ig the grace of. God in .Chviit. (#herefore. do 
you ſpend mony. for that which js not Bread; and your labour 


for that which ſarirfies nat ? asit hee ſhould ay, youtake 
3 3; | Pains % 


wo 


—— —_ 
——— — 


27: "Oro ley faſel en, "Ghah-6 
*pxis5 butto no purpoſe;and you are 'ar- preat coſt, bat 
conobcriefit, you-fperad your. mony;: of; you think for 

Bread; buvit not, 8reax andyoulay outyonr labout, 
and you think that it will recompence you with ſome- 
Hid8 df fiphly; and cohtctrment, bur you are decciv- 
ed; there is noſupply, no xelt, no farisfaQtion, no benefir 
at all by or from atyching our of Chriſt : The conſcience 
can never bec.quicted by them, your ſouls can neyer bee 
ſayed*by*rhein.” AU . | "ay $01 "__ d\> he ELLESS 
"UFheteafe(yetaEPropofitions whichtheſe words do 
preſent Wridoue © IT Ot a 2hs CA nas 

s Thatall the good which Chriſt dorh offer, and all 
the gracious termes upon: which Chriſt doth offer, are 
ſometimes fleighted arti refuſed by ſome ſinful men, 

2 Thartollcight theglorious offer of Chriſt, and to 
buſicour ſelves any other way for falyarion, 'than' 
Cheith isa fruitlefle vanity, iris toofifhinefſe and mad- 
n ©, | VP # A 


. 


Fx 460 
ol Z = 4 * 


mL TY nothing” is Bread: for aipdor Sinner, bur 
ri | Peta Joat: AST i 

Al the good "1 That all 'the good which Chrift datÞoffer, and all the 
that Ctrift of* 7747305 12y es mpon which Chriſt doth offgry are yet ſame- 


fers with bis 7 Jses ſleighted nnd refuſed by ſfonte Sinners; In the prece- 
lleighted by © act Fr the Lord Jdus offers Bread; and me, and 
 Finfulmen, CMHilk;(tharis) all ſaving good, and hee offers/all this 
Þ upon moſt gracious tetines, (withowe mary, and' without 
rorees prite) "bur all this is neglefted and tetulſed. The Sinners 
who might have the Bread'of Life freely; they palle ir 

by, and ſpend their mony and'their labour for that which 

is ttor bread; and forthat whichiſarisfics-hor, 3farrh, 22, 

2. A certain King made a marriage for his Son, \yerl. 3; 

eArd ſent firth his ſervants to vall them that were bid to 

the wedding, nnd they woulll not rome, yerl. 4 ' Again hee 

fent forth aj eruants, faying, rel them which are 

YÞy" Parlings are kiled; nl all things are'rendy, comewnto 

The marriage, yerl.'s, And they mae light of i, wed went 

Their wajes,ont to bis Farme, another to his — $- 

91.9 SE ere 


' 


' —— - — . RE 
Ghapi6). Chrifts. Offers flalg htad-hy)Stndrysl\ : mags! » 


Here is mo leſs than 4 marriage feaſt (where : uſually is 
choicenels, and fulneſſepf PEOvHEQns, and without any 
charge unto the gueſts) And all the proviſion ts ready, and 


meſſengers ſent out, to haſten them that were bidgerito come: . 


away,” The Maſters. and «the Dinncry flayed for them; 
whatacceprante hath all_thig? Why, They: wou(d not 
come, and they made; tight pins {T hemoagngrhis, that: 
God the Exe, who i King ot Kings;htt would mar- 
ry his Son Jeſus Chriſt ro Sinacts, -and\Rhecprovides all 
geod of grace :and comfort for. them, agdhec provides 
all upon che only.colt of: ns free; Grace, and ſends unto- 
Sinners.c;offers all and intreats! chem -1011came: we 
Chriſty/ and.;to-/.injoy:; all; and:yer'(manyrimes) many” 
Sinners they: will not tome : [ A.perverſe will raakes chem: 
to refuſe. all; anda provdund careleſe ſpirit, raakesthem. 
te: fleight al Fob» $5.40, Vow will net come unto mee, that. 
1o%:mig ht hav2 lifes: Suanets are dead men, the Law hath! 
raſind che fat bemilcarh poti them;-:abd-rhever is/ mo; 
repricye from the executian/ot che (erirengerof! dearti but: 


us Chriſt, and vn ene Jelus Ghrift{Chralt is lite, ... 


and hee that hath,Chriſty hath life, and heecharhathvaor 
Chriſts-laach; tiarliicy. x. Jeh, $.u0z%) and Singers. night; 
ſave: their lives (che ifeatcheirſouls)byicormming wn; 
Chrift, and yerfaith; Ghrith, pe tata Loom mnymes;rbat 
nou might bavelifes Jift which-:ofall rhings is thoſtAt= 
{ireablc,and ſpiritneal Life, and; aternal Lifey \whar : lite 
like thisliies yety 8&c. Marth, 23. 37:0 Herrnſulem, Hire 
reſalers.l Thex Nour tutlefs the Propbris,\ aull fhoneſt chew 
which ove ftnt whio thee how efrrs. renld'{ have gathertd 
thy dries tergetbexy eve; 98: ab Hee gatberoth (het 


ickens under ber wings, and you would not, Luk, T9iu:24 
If thin Daft) kiews, \cverrhen dt tbeleaft in abis thy. day, 


that{1nga whiph belong. nnio thy peace; hot kiiowe, rior. ac+ | 


there Os; 1,8 * 
- ee enſe dvogrwhith I wall briefly: ſpeak 


un) this poet, b fliall ſlew unto you, 1. That! ir-1s To, 
a.:Wiiynivis fs. IG 634K 010 33:9 $2) £24 "14 545 
10CTOH LDL 7 331 Jig v1 hb 4. 
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T Hari its fo, | 
A ms T That wavy” ſinners de 5 a= and refuſe Chrift, 
and all ſaving good by him ©(though offered upon -+moft 
gracigus termes): may appear, by-ſome things in reſpect 
of finners, and by.ſomerhing in-reſpet of Chriſt, 
From ſome- 4's Inreſpeti.o tt ff mers, Seven declarciit. x 
thing inre- beir conrſeof hfe : After all manifeſtations of 
ſpe& of ſia» Chrifl roi ,.and gr iſle Un lens, invitati- 
Ners. ans,and'promiſcs): yer: ſianers'/(generally ):keep : on in 
Their courſe Their:former waycsand practiſes, and bulythemclyes a- 
0: Life. bour'other things, Matrh,.23;15, Bacitheyi made leht of 
| it, and went their wayes, one to bis Farm, anather- _ his 
Merchandize; every one "turned 10: his evrſes: ct, 8«6- 
Like them who came out ro hear ;an; cxcel y 
bur when the Marker-bell: rang, then-did every one of 
chern leave him, and followed: cheir old trade, - + 
Their o>dura- , -'® Thefr obdwration of beart, /1 Thcre...is-not: the leaſt 
tion of heart. impreſſionmade i in cheir hearts, nor anyſavour of Chriſt 
to bee found in them. .Notwirhſtanding all the mercics, 
and love, and bleſfcdnelle, graciouſlyzendered by Chritt, 
yet there is noteobe found in them any one high thought 
of Chrift, not any one precious eſtimation | him, nor 
one cordial deſire ro injoy him, or ofany. one: {avi 
him; cheſedo not move or {tir; them, or i wor 
ontheinacalle» Thereis:nomore>intrinſceal difference 
of Spirit imrhem, \as to area] -clofing-wittr Chriſt; 'than 
is.t0 « bee. foynd ad in  Heathens, who” never+ heard of 
Their ſordid Chriſt: 
choice, 3. Their Gerlia choice, They do ſor "_ the baſeſt of ob- 
jeas above Jeſus Chriſt, © Their + baſe - luſts'haye their 
love, and delight, and ſervice, and 2rale;: * on 
their hearts; ture Chriſt they love nov, viovis tice 
light or ſatisfactionuntothem This:iS noe in 
and fleight that can be pur on Chriſt, andthe-goodtthings 
of Clu » When we preferre the baſcelt luſt of Hell _ 
1Mmz 
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tim and all ſaving good by him : as if one ſhould pre- 
ao_ the dirtieſt Slut betore the moſt comlieſt Prin- 
Cclle. 

4 Their worthleſs thoughts : Sinners (generally ) do 
not Jucgye thar Chriſt and the good things which hee 
doth offer, are worth the lobking after; rhey do not 
judge them worthy of their tears, of their Prayers, ol 
their pains, of their hearing, of their receiving, of their 
time, They will notlay down a tear, nor a Prayer, 
nor a ſerious conſideration, nor the leaſt pains ro en- 
joy him and all good by him, nay, they think ic (many 
rimes) bur ſo much time loſt, as is vouchſafked to hear 
him in his Ordinances, 

5 Their imolent dealing and capitnlation with Chriſt : 
They pur yu and ignominious terms on Chriſt, to 
bear their burdens, and to ſerve under their luſts, Vile 
conditions are ever reputed plain refuſals, and fleight- 
ings in all treaties, Sinners (generally) will treat with 
Chriſt upon no other terms, unleſfle hee will give way 
that they may walk in the pleaſures of fin, and enjoy 
the world, and with all that, hee mult bear the wrath and 
curſe duc unto them for ſin. " 

6 Their trifling delayes; they make Jeſus Chrilt to 
ſtand without doors, and to wait their leiſure , and will 
neither open the door nor give an anſwer : And when 
they give their anfwer, it 15 like that of Felix to Paul, 
Atts 24.25, Go thy way for this time, when I have 4 conve- 
nient ſeaſon Twill call for thee, It isa moſt contempri- 
ble ſleighting of Chrift, and mercy, and happineſle, and 
the free grace of God in Chriſt, when wee do nor judge 
them worthy of preſent acceptation , and of all accep- 
tation, bur ſhufle them oft untill wee have ſpent our 
days 1n vanity, andour ſtrength inthe ſervices of ſin and 
Satan, and the world. 

7 Their utmoſt reſiſtances: and ſtandings out againſt 
the calls of the Goſpel, and againſt the motions and 
workings of the ſpirit of Chriſt : Never will yveild unto 
Chriſt in any of them, untill they bee brought into the 

oy eXLIcas 


Their worth= 
lefſz chovghrs. 


Their infolegr 
capitulation 


with Ch:ift. 


Their triflivg 


delays. 


/ 


Their ucmo2 
reliſtances. , 
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Their piziy 
denial. 


In refpe& of 
Chriſt. 


His complaints 


His aſftoniſh- 
mnt at finners 


His greif, 
His Te:76. 


Wis threataings 


ſpcedy dying; andin theſe extreamutics they  yeild to 


wee negiect fo great ſalumian, which at the firſt beganne to 


extreamelt neccfityes of a tormenting conſcieuce,or of a 


Chriſt, not out of a love to Chriſt, but to themſelves; 
And it they can get tree Of them, they {till neglect 
Chriſt as much as ever, 

8 Their plain denial, Wee will not. have thu man to 
rAign over #4, and not this man but Barabas, they hid their 
faces from him. h 44 

2 Inreſpett of Chriſt, there are {even things which do 
demonftrate that ſinners do 205; 1 and rctule him wn 
all his goodacfie and gracioulneſtc, EE? 

1 His complaints of them: How often wanld I have ga- 
thered you, and you wonld xot > Mat, 33. 37. How long yee 
femple ones will you love fimplicity,and the ſcarmers delight 
in their ſcarning, and fools hate knowledge> Proy, 1, 22, 
All the day long 1 have ftretched forth my hand unto a diſ- 
ovedient, aud gainſaying People, Rom.10,21, 

2 Hts aſtoniſhments at Siuuers, Hee marvelled becauſe 
of their unbeleif, Mark. 6.6, That fo many precious offers 
were made, and nor acceptcd,. that ſo many mighty 
works were done,and yet himſelf {|:ighted, Chriſt won- 
ders at this: Hee is amazed and marveiles at ſich un- 
beleif, although hee had done fo mary miracles 
beforethem, yer they beleered wot ow him, John 12 


wo Hu grief : Forty years long was I grieved with this 
Generat.on, Heb.3.10.17, Hee was grieved for the hard- 
xefſe of their hearts, Mar.3.5. Ir grieves Chrilt to ſee the 
obſtinacy, the folly, the unkindnefe, the unthankful- 
nefle of finners after all his dealimgs with theme 

4 Hy Tears: hee weeps over finners for their ſleigh- 
ting of him, and the good which hce offers to them. 
When hee came neer to Hiermſalem, hee looked npon.it, and 
wept, ſaying, O if thou had$t known,ere. The things which 
Concern thy peace, Luk. 19.41,43, 

s Hu threatuings: If you belzewve not that I am hee 


yee-fhall dye in your pus, Joh 8.24. Hew ſhall wee eſcape if 


beg 


ah 
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bee ſpokeve by the Lord, Heb, 2, 3. See that yee refuſe net 
bims that [peaketh, for if they eſcaped not who refuſed him 
that (pake onearth, much more ſhall not wee eſcape, if we twrn 
away from him that ſpeakgth frow heaven, Hb, 12, 
25, 
5 His withdrawments from ſinneys, becauſe of their 111, iq. 
fleightings and refuſals ; But now they are hid from thine drawings, 
exs,Luk.i9-42. When the Jews contradicted and blaſphe- Wo 1 
med the Word of Chriſt; Nay, ſaich Paul, ſeeing you 

prt it from you, and judge your ſelves unworthy of everlaſt = 

ing life, lo we turn to the Gentiles, AX.13.45,46. 


7 Hu puniſhments on Sinners for refuſing and ſl eighting His puniſh» 


ments. 


Temporall puniſhments: They ſhall lay them even with 
the ground, and becauſe thow kneweſt not the day of thy 
viſitation, Luke 19, 44, yea, eternal defolation , 
1 Theſ,1.9, 


SECT.H\. 


2 \ \ Fr itis ſo, Why do ſinners reiuſe and fleight 

| Hs. the good things, and the gracious offers of .* 

Chriſt? " 
The reaſons may be theſe, 


1 Sinful men are ignorant men, they know not what Sinſul menare 
is offered unto them : rhey know not when they are ignorantmen, 


well uſed, x Cor. 2, 8, Had they known it they would 
mot, &fc, 

Natural men do not ſee the worth of Chriſt ( what 
7 thy beloved more than another beloved > Cant,y,, g,)na- 
tural men do not know the things of God, becanſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned: nor do they receive them, ,be- 
cauſe they are foul:ſhneſſe #nto them, 1 Cor, 2.14, The ex- 
cellencies of Chriſt are above them, and rhe excellen- 
ciesof grace andglory are hid from them; No form or 
beaury agents in them, and theretore they de- 
ſpiſe Chriſt, and the things of Chriſt, 1ſa.53. 2,3, Jeſus 
 Chrift is alyation;but they donot know him to be ſo,lal- 
vation is an —_— — they donot knoyw it = 
| 2 


The reaſons of 


m___— 
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Why Sinners ſlaght Chnſts Offers ? Chap.6 


Sinful men arc 
fooliſh men, 


bee ſo; * Free mercy is all their. hope and confidence;bur 
they doi'nor know it to bee ſoy Grace, and Glory, and 
Holyneſle, is the way to happineſle,. but they do not 
know them to be ſo ; they. muſt dye in their fins, and bee 
damned for not belceving . butthey do not know this 
will bee ſo; Chriſt is life and peacegbut they do not know 
It to be ſo; finful men do not know: Chriſt, nor them - 
felves, nor their ſins, nor their miſcrics, nor their happi- 
netic, nor the worth of Chriſts offer, nor the worth of a- 
ny gcod which Chriſt doth offers hence ir is that they re- 
{uſc his offers, and fleight the good things which he doth 
oft:r, and the gracious terms in his offers, 

2 Sinful men are fooliſh men : The Scriptures frequent- 
ly make finners, and fools reciprocal terms, Wherefore 

ſaid Solomon) i there # price in the hand of a Fool, ſeeing 
hee hath no beart towſe it? ” 
There are ſix propertics of a fool. | 

x Hee hath or judgement to diſcern things that differ : 
A Counter is as good to him as a pecce of Gold, a Ba- 
by is to him, as good as an inheritance. _ 

2: He is taken with fenſible things, with things which do 
pleaſe his ſenſc and fancy; low things, | T8 

3 Hee prefers vain things,betoreſ{ulid and ſuperuatu- 
ral things. 

4 Hee minds all, altogether for the preſent,but nothing 
for the future, 

5 He is eaſily beguiled, and over-rcached and cheated, 

6 He israſh and inconf6derate,cannot ſeriouſly weigh 
and confider ofobjects, and arguments, and iflues; Thus 


 1tis with ſinners, who refuſe and fleight Jeſus Chrilt in 


Sinful {en Ire 
da anal 


his offers, and in his terms: They want a diſcerning 
jadgement;they arc-raſhand inconfidcrate, ſenſtblezvain, 
and preſent things prevail ' with them , and their own 
foolith hearts, and Satan, begnile, deceive, and cheat 
them, and are fatisfied with a low portion, look not be- 
yonud this lite,confider not an eternity. | 

Sinful men are engaged men ; Their hearrs haye made 
a Tovenant with Dearhand Hell, they axe held faſt wm 
r 
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the Cords of their own lults, they are: married to their 
ſins. The cloſing with-Chriſt mult divorce them from 
their ſins, muſt make a {cparation, mult crucity the fleſh 
with the luſts and affeftions thereof, muſt miake them 
holy, bring thervinto a conformiry, muſt work in them 
a total change of heartand lite : Hence it -is. that they 
will not hearken to the voice of the Charmer/, charm he 
never ſo wiſely, that they: refuſe ro trade with Chriſt, 
for ſaving good, and they love their fins, and will not 
part with their right eye, afid with their. right hand, and 
they love the praiſe ot men. 

4 Sinfull men are deſperate; men: They care not what 
becomes of their ſouls, Their ſouls ſhould be the obje& 
of their choiceſt care, they ſhould minde them, look to 
them, watch for them, provide for them, make ſure 
of them, they are in a loſt condition, in a miſerable con- 
dition,and Chriſt only is the deliverance and ſalyation of 
ſouls, and hee kindly offers all ſaving good unto them; 
O bur ſinners are deſperate , There 1s nothing which 
doth more earneſtly concern them than the condition of 
their ſouls, and yer there 1s nothing in all the World 
which they regard leſs;and negle&t more than their ſouls; 
they deſpiſe their fouls. . | uit] 

5 Sinful men, are deluded men: They kindle ſparks of 
their own,and think towarm themſelves by them, 1ſa,: 50, 
1x, They do Þelezve that they can make a ſhitrtobee 
ſaved, although they never cloſe wich Chriſt, and buy 
of him,the works which they do,have a power in themto 
ſatisfy God,to make their peace, to deſerve heaven: O 
this gment of our own righteouſneſſe, of our own ſuffici- 
ency,of our own power, it is the great foungatzonot our 


pride,of our negle& of Chriſt;and of the loſsofour ſouls; . 


6: Sinfull men are. nnthank ful men: Ulathanktuloefile is 
engraven on every ſinful heart : Unthanktulneffe for 
mercies received, and unthankftulneſs for mercies offe- 

'red : Never was there ſuch a.mercv-as this, . tor, God to 
Ave Chriſt; and Chriſt to give himtfelt for Sinners:.never 


was there ſuch a mercy as this, for Chriſt to come to. 
[7 | L1 3 {11 


Sinful men are 
deſperate men. 


Sinful men are: 
deluded men» 


Sinful men are- 
. unthans'/ut 
"men, 
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* "Chriſt fleighted in his offers. Chap. 6. 


ſinners, and to offer: himſelf and all faving good unto 
them upon molt tree 8 gracious rerms;but ſinners eight 
and cefule all this, becauſe they are uathanktul. N- 
. thankfulaeſle is a (winith fan; that tramples even pearls 
undef feet. A ThertantbeZlichourh 
Cinful men are 7 Sinful mon ave preſu CEA WEN: cy DaaVen r110 ts 
Piejudiced men 0 Chriſt, and hard” rhoughts of the graces of Chriſt, 
and hard thoughtsof the mercies ' of Chriſt, and hard 
choughts of theways of Chriſt, they onely thiok thar 
Chriit will prejudice their delights, their eaſe, their 
comforts, their gains, theirhberry, cheir ſafery , in ve- 
ry deed, their hearrs do not like him, nor loye him, aor 
| tac ſaving good which he offers'co them, 
Sinfal men are 8 Sofwl men are nnbelerving men; And unbelceving 
unbeleering men area$ſurd and perverſe mer : Though Chriſt ſtands 
—_ with tears 1this eyes, with invitations in his lips, with 
mercies in his hands, with fighs in his breſt, there is 
death and damnation, if you come not and buy of 
Chriſt, why > 'yer wee will not, There is life and (al- 
vationit you will come and buy of Chriſt , why > yct 
we will not: younecd all the ſaying good by Chritft, yer 
wee will nor come and buy : you cannor haye ir from 
any bur from Chriſt, yet wee will nor : Chriſt offers all 
to you freely , nay, hee entreates you, nay) hce aſſures 
you of all:if you will come and buy , hyr yer wee will 
not. The abſurdneffe of unbeleeving is the great cauſc 
why Sinners fleight and refuſe Chriſt. | 


SECT. Il. 


Ve x*.c iy O ſinners many rimes fleight Chriſt > and 
"LL PFretuſe all the ſaving good which Chriſt of- 
eur ſelveswhe- fors,” and which Chriſt offers upon.moſt gracious 


ther webe in, . 


Ler us examine 


the number of © > © 6 ak la. | oHE F<. : 

ſuch 25 fleight” © Then letius'(who archere preſent this day) ſeriouſly 
theater of examine or hearts, leaſt wee bee of the number of thoſe Ig- 
Ciffiſt, norant, Proud, Fooliſh , Unthankful , and Unbeleeving 


 ſhener 5, _ 
Before 


Chap,6 Chriſt ſleightedin his offers, | 28 

Beforc I preſent unto you, The lively Chara&ters by Divers things 
which wee know whether wee do fleight. and. refuſe the Premiled- 
g00d and gracious offers of Chriſt, yea or nozlet me pre- 
miſe a few particulars, 

1 Jeſus Chriſt hath been trading with us: Hee hath Tus Chr'ift 
tormerly and yery lately (by the Preaching of the Goſ- bath been tra- 
pel in this place) been offering unto us, the Bread, and 9ing with us. 
the We, and the 25h, all ſaving good, and all of it 
upon gracious terms | (without mony,and without | 6 )- 
The fountain of living waters hath been opened, the 
rich treaſures of grace have becn opened, the fountain 
for fin and for [>u5, pena: 2 hath been {ct open: Jeſus 
Chriſt hath opcned the kindneſs of his heart, and the de- 
fire of his ſoul unto you :; Indeed, there cannot bee a re- 
fuſal where there hath not becnan offet : O but Jeſus 
Chriſt hath been offering unto us himſelf (who is wor- 
thy of all acceptation) and all mercy, andall grace, and 
all comforts, and all happineſle (hee hath been offer-- 
ring unto us all the good which wee 'do need, and all 
the good which wee ſhould dcfire) and all theſe freely 
and earneſtly: come and buy, Cone andbuy. without mony 
avd withent price ;; ſo that nothing can bee exceptcd a- 
gainſt on Chriſts part 5 You cannot ſay wee never heard 
of Chriſt, you cannot ſay Chriſt never offcred any go0d 
10155 you cannot ſay it was an interiour ordinary good, 
you cannot ſay it was onely this or that particular ſfay- 
ing good onely , you cannot ſay it was indeed all ſaving 
good, but upon ſach hard terms, that no ſinner could 
poſſibly reach unto or comply with. O- No', Chriſt 
hath offered you ſaving good,and all ſaying good;and all 
ſaving good ixcely! Haye you after all, hearkned 
to him, have you rcceived 2 have you bought,or have 

vounot fleighted and refuſed. "= 

2 When Chrift hath been offering him{elf, and all ſaving When Chriſt 
good, and freely, yet then (many times) hath hee and all barh been offe- 
the good by him. offered unto funners, been fleighred and —_ _ 
refaſed by ſinners, | - eisre 
As this fin of fleighting and retufing, is Proper to _ 

WHO 


Chriſt ſleighted in bis Offer, Chap.s 


Ordinary hea- 
rers of _ 

et may ſlighr 
her refale his 
offers, 


There are ma* 
ny degreesof 
fAcighung 


who have the Goſpel, ſo it is very common : #ho hath 
beleeved our report, and to whom is the armof the Lord 
revealed, I{a,53.1, Hee came amongſt bis own, and his 
own received him nat, John 1.11, Wee preach Chriſt cracifi- 
ed unto the Jews, aſiumbling bbck, and unto the Greeks 
fooliſhneſſe,1Cor.1.23,tor one who is perſwaded to come 
in and buy of Chriſt, 8&c, Perhaps an hundred, per- 
haps thouſands ſtand oft,and {light and retuſe all:There- 
ous wee have reaſon to ſearch and examine our 
clves. 

3 Though Perſons may bee ordinary hearers of Chriſt, yer 
for all that, They may ſlight and refuſe Chriſt , and all 
the good which hee offers, and all his gracious terms : 
Ezck.33. 31. They ft before mee as my people, andthey 
hear thy words, but they will not do them, Rom, 10. 15, 
How bcantifal are the feet of them that preach the Goſ- 
pel of peace, and bring glad tydings of good this s,ver.16, 
But they have not all obeyed the Goſpel, for Tſaiab faiths 
Lord who hath beleeved onr & ak > Thofe in the fixth 
of John, Took a great deal of pains to hear Chriſt,buc 
for all that they ſleighted him & would not receive him, 
but murmuredat him, and took exceptions againſt him, 
This is a hard ſaying who can hear it, 

I tell you, that a man may hear the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and read the Goſpel of Chriſt, and ſhew much reſpet 
ro the Miniſters \gt Chriſt, and take it ill ro bee denied 
any Ordinance o&Chrilt, and hee may have ſome dc- 
light to hear others ſpeak of Chriſt, and himſelf ſpeak 
often of Chrift, and yet this very man may ſleight and 
refuſe all the ſaving good by Chriſt, and all the gracious 
effers of Jeſus Chrilt : Ye were willing for a ſeaſon to rejoyce 
in bis gr, Joh.5.35. , 

4 There are muny degrees of ſleighting and refuſing & ec. 
Aad although one may bee tree o Cr of them, yet if 
hes bee comprized within uy one of them, hce is a 
fleighter anda retuſcr of Chriſt in his good and gracious 
offers : There is a lighting and refuſing by wy of open 
refit ance, and by way of ſcornful derifiex, and by my 

®) 


Chap.6; - '': © Chriſt fleighted in bis Offers. 2g 
of malicious oppoſition, -and by way of preſumptions per- : 
ſecutien : Perhaps ſome of us, bee not guilry of ſuch 
flcightings, andofſuch refuſmngs: - Bur-then there is a 
ftrighring and retuling; by 'way of «nperfwaſion;and by 
way ot- diffemt;(Fhat man who will not bee perſwa- 
ded ro come and/buy: of: Chrift (whoſe heart ſtands off, 
and cohſemtsnot, and cotnes not in;to rake Chriſt and all 
good by Chriſtupon Chrilts: gracious: terms) - this man 
{leights;andthis man refuſeri-Beloyed, There is no-medi- 
um twixt faith and infidelity, twixt receiving of Chriſt, 
and refuſing of "Chrittz! ercher yourare beleevers' and {o 
are receivers of Chriſt,*-or you areunbelcevers and fo 
rctuſers * of Chriſt : Hee that i not with mee is a painſt 
mee,{aid Chriſt, ſoſay-I's hee-that doth not accept of 
Chriſt, : hee doth refuſe Chriſty hee who doth not come 
and buy - of+ Chrift upotthisgracious rerms , rhat- man 
doth fleighr and paſs by the ſaving good, and theora- 
cious terms of Chriſt :- "That Chapman who will nor 
take-your wares at your price, in {o doins hee doth 
refuſe your warcs; --S0i that i Sinner who doth 'not © 
take the ſavings good” which Chriſt offers unto him ar 
his gracious price, hee doth (therein) refuſe it. Now 

i eclatog doth formally and truely confiſt in this diſ- 
ſeat of the will, in the negative voice (as a womans 
diſſent and: negotiation is a formal refuſal ofmarrying'a 
perſon) verily we have ſpecial reaſon both'to ſearch and 
likewiſe to fear our ſelyes, that wee arc of thoſe who re- 
tuſe and ſleight all. 

5 1t is a finne of which moſt: men #nder the - Goſpel are yygn ern hy) 
guilty, and jet few men dothink. themſelves \guiltj'of it," der the Goſpcl 
Come amongſt a multtude of finners , who arioneſt =re guilry of 
them will charge this particular guilt oft his ſouF, O #5 fin,and yer 
I have a lons time eiohied and negle&ed the offers and 9s _ _ 
tenders of Chriſt ! who complains of this! 'whs:* Theds 940g 7 
tears for this > One tells' you hee hatlynot (ocapaciorss, 
ai underftanding z Ani that heehathtotfo teadys! 

2 memory; another, that his heart is maity tires dull; 
another, that hee is apt to break out ſometimes; and ano- 
M m ther 
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XMien look en 
v#1s as no great 
17 

{1s 


This fin is moſt 
hainous and 
dangerous 


Proved by fe- 
vV£D arguments. - 


ther,that hee cannot, pray as hee would, nor hath wal- 
ked as hee fhould; but tor fleighting, or neglefing, or 
rctufing of the offers of Chrilt, twenty or forty years, 
People take little notice of it; nay, They will not bee 
beaten our of it, but they alwayes had good thoughts 
of Chriſt, and meant him no harm, rhey would nor 
wrong him and fleight him, nor deal unkindely with 
him upon any terms,and therefore they have lovedhim, 
and belcevcd on him eyer fince they were born:alrhough 
Chriſt ſaith, hee chat heareth you hearcth mee, and bee 
that deſpiſeth you deſpiſcth mee. Luk.10.16, 

6 If men do look on it ara Sin, yet they lock mot on it 
as any great finne;It they had becn Whores, and Theeves, 
Prunkards, or Swearers, Lyars, qr Murderers, Theſc 
were hainous and dangerous fins indeed, but to neglett 
a few offers of Chriſt, a little kindaeſle, a little mercy 
freely offered by Chriſt, indeed ir'is a fault, it is not 
ſo well done of us, wee cannot altogether juſtify our 
{clyves init; but wee hope God:will pals by that, and it 
wee never do wor(ſe, wee hope that Gad (notwithitand- 
ing ſoſmall an omifſion) will bee merciful unto us,and 
ſaye us: Thus dofintul men make as light of their rc- 
ng the offers of Chrilt, as they do of the offers them- 

elves. 2 

. 7. Laſtly, Thereis hardly any one ſixne under the Goſs 
el, which js either more hainow or nure dangerous, 
And that ſhall appear unto you by ſeven Argu- 
ments- 

1 Itisuniverſally contrary to the mercy ſcat, and ro 


.the Throne af Grace... 


2- It is ſo exceedingly provoking of God, 
: 3, Irisa moſt juſt forteiture.. 

4 It is the bond of all our guilt.. 

5: It renders ſalvation impoſſible. : 

6. Ic oe nepe dreadfulleſt fears and diftrations 1n. 
weiconſcience: when once awakned. | | 
7 If finners- perſevere in it, they cannot eſcape the 


wrath which is 2 come. . 
"* | 1 The: 
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por gracious terms , it isa ſmne that is univerſally con- 
rrary to the mercy ſeat, and to the Throne of grace; There- 
fore it is very hainous and very dangerous. Sins may 
bee conſidered as meer deviations from the will of God, 
and trauſgrefſions of it, or elſe as aggravated in their 
matter and manner of deytation : Aggravated {ins are 
always the moſt high, and rh: moſt dreadful ; Sinnings 


againſt the Law are wicked, but ſnnings againſt the Goſ<. 


pelare more wicked : And the more goodnefle and 
kindneſic that God reveals and offers unto Sinners, 
ea ſfinninss, are therefore the worſe , and the more 
Ugh; 

Now when Sinners fleight and refuſe all the good- 
nefle of God in Chriſt, and all the graciouſneſs of 
love by Chriſt: They Sin againſt the Goſpel, and they 
Sin againſt all the Goſpel , hay pull down the mercy 
ſcat, and they trample underfoot the bloud of Chriſt, 
and the Throne of grace: - You Sin againſt all the wit- 
dome of God , againſt all the loye of God, againſt all 
the goodnefſe of God , againſt all the kiwdneſs of God, 
againſt all rhe mercies- of God, againft the Son of 
God, againſt his redemption, againſt his purchaſe, againſt 
his ſalvation, againſt his calls, againſt his offers, againſt 
his gracionſaefſe, againſt his promiſes, againſt all: E- 
very one of Gods gracious attributes may indite you,and 
charge you, and upbraid you, and every thing inthe 
covenant of grace may do it. God may ſay, did my 
Wiſdoms finde out ſuch a ſalvation to bee ſleighted ? did 
my love give ſuch a Chriſt to bee refuſed, Even ſuch 
love, ſuch mercy, what could I do more? And Chrift 
247 [ay, 15 this the thanks for the bloud that I have ſhcd> 
and Altercy way ſay, Is forgiveneſle of Sins of no more 
cltcem with you > And All the helps and comforts of 
poor Sinners may ſay, Are your deliverances, are your 
{upplies, are all the gifts of God not worth the taking > 
And Free Grace may ſay, what, for needy, and condem- 
ned, and diſtreſſed Sinners, who might bee made up a- 
: lm 32 gain 


x Theſleighting and refwſing of all that Chriſt offers l\cis a fin =— 


verſally con- 
tray ro the 
mercy ſeat 3d 
Throne ot 
Grace, 
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Te js a ſerpaſ- 
ſipg p:ovyocati- 
on. 


gain, and bee ſupplied and ſaved altogether upon free 
terms, and yet fleight this, and retuſe this:yea,your very 
{fouls and bodies may cry out againſt your proud wills, 
ſhallwe looſe Chriſt, and Mercy, and this bee for thy 
perverſnefle. 

2 It is a ſurpaſſing provocation: Itis the day of Temp- 
tation, and1t is the day of Provecation: When the Lord 
had pulled the Ifraclites out of Egypr, and was leading 
of them towards Canaan, they ſpake againſt God, and 
they made light of their deliverance, and they deſpiſed 
the good Land: Bur this did ſo provoke God, that he 


ſware in his wrath, that they (hould never enter imo his reſt, 


why 2whenthe Lord who might have damned ſinners, 


Tr is a juſt fore 
Fiture, 


thento finde out ſalvation for them ; when hee might 
have left them to thoſe miſeries and deſperate ſtraits, 
which they voluntarily brought upon :themſelyes, yer 
then to finde out Chriſt, and to inde out mercies, and 
to finde all grace, and comfort, and to treat with wret- 


chcd and unworthy Sinners, and to offer all ſaving good 


to them, and to intiſt for nothing, bur ro come and take 
Chriſt freely, come and take mercy freely, come. and 
take all ſaving good freely > And after allthis, that a 
baſe proud Sinner ſhould turn his back and lift up the 
hecl, Iwillnone of your Chriſt, and I will none of your 


Mercy, and I willnone of your Love: I had rather 


cnjoy the World, I had rathcr enjoy my ſinful luſts, 
which diſhonour and grieve youſo much, and which 
put Jeſus Chriſt to death; O Sirs ! what incenfing 
provocation of God. isthis > How it ſtirs his ſpirit , 
to loath and abhor ſuch Sinners, and tobe avenged of 


them, | 


2. 1t is ajuſt forfeiture, 1 would have gathered you, 
ard you would not bee gathered, Behold,your heuſe ts left unto 
you deſolate Mat.23.37,38. They in Lake 14 were called 


-upon to come unto the great Supper, no not they,they 


had other bulineſſe to look after; well faith Chriſt yer. 
24. Verily, 1 ſay unto. you, that none of theſe men that 
were.bidden ſhall Taſte of my Supper, Not one of them) 


.M not. 


| . 
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not ſo muchas taſte, and verily they, ſhall not - As 
true as I am Chriſt,they ſhall have no bencfit by mesfaith 
Chriſt, Ezek,24.13, Becauſe I would have purged thee, 
aud thou waſt net purged, T how ſhalt not bee purged from 
thy filthineſſe any more, till 1 have cauſed my fury t, 
reſt upon thee, | : 
- There aretwo things which make the forfeiture of 
Chriſt, and Mercy, and ſalvation; ro bee manifeſtly 
and unqueſtionably juft z One is Graciouſnefſe on Gods 
part, and the other is voluntary refuſal on the ſinners part x _ 
If graciouſneſle, it free terms, as a God could make, 
and as a Sinner could delire, would have made Chriſt, 
and Mercy, and Salyation pafle with you, you had 
them 3. But though upon ſuch terms you might have 
enjoyed them, yet you would not, bur fleighred and 
refuſed them: Therefore thou my Son , thou ſhalt 
never bee a Saviour to them that will refuſe. thee; and 
Mercy, thou ſhalt never pardon them, that will thus 
refuſe thee ;. and Heaven,. thou ſhalt never receive 
them, who would not receive thee, they ſhall never have. 
offer of Chriſt and grace, nor mercy more, | 

4 The refuſing of Chriſt in all his gracious offers, it 
is the bond of all our guilt aud miſerys : Your Sinful con- 
dition will bee for ever a Sinful condition, and . your 
boft condition will bee ' for ever a loſt condition, and 
your poor condition will bee tor ever a. poor condition, . 
and your miſcrable condition will bee for eyer a wret- 
ched and miſerable condition , and your. guilty ſouls, 
and your unpardoned ſouls, will bee for ever guilty and 
unpardaned fouls, | 

O but what a condition 1s this? for a Sinner to bee fo. 
for ever > Fora loſt Sjnner to bee loſt for ever > for an. 
unpardoned Sinner to bee unpardoned tor ever; Why? 
bur if Sinners refuſe Chriſt and all his gracious terms, 
then it muſt needs bee ſo :: If Chriſt and Sinners agree 
and cloſe; then Chriſt undertakes for all, bur if Sinners. 
ftand out againſt Chriſt; and refuſe him and his terms, 
then Sinners mult look ro themſelves, they muſt help 
| | __ thom: | 


of all our guilt - 
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themſelyes) and muſt anſwer for themſelves, they muſt 
anſwer for every one of their Sins betore God, they 
mult ſtand alone at the Bar of his juſtice: All ther 
Sins, and all their accouns muſtlye upon their own 
ſhoulders, for Chriſt they have refuled,&c. 

O poor Sinful man ! What will become of thee , 


| and what wilt thou doin the great day of the Lord > 


Te renders ſal- 
vation impoſlt- 
ble. 


It breeds the 
dreadiu'left 
fears in vhe 
conicienge 
vhen awakned 


where wilt thou hide thy felf > How canft thou fly from 
thy {elf , or from thy Sins, or from the righteous God, 


whoſe juſtice now muſt be ſatisfied onely in thy eter- 


o_ endurance of the wrath and curſe of God for thy 
AS. | 

5 Itis a Sin which renders ſalvation impoſſible to Sim- 
mers: Beloved,Salyation for Sinners is fixed on Chriſt, 
and onely on Chriſt :There is xo other name given by which 
he muſt L ſaved, At.4,12, 

Why > As Bellarmine ſpeaks of the Sin againſt the 


Holy-Ghoſt (tor one reaſon of the unpardonableneſs 


of it) 1f there were but one plaiſter in all the World to 
cere ſuch a diſeaſe, and the Patient wontd not offer that 
plaiſter to bee applied, hee muſt neceſſarily dye; So fay I 
in this caſe. If there bee no Saviour of Sinners bur 
Chriſt, and no ſalvation for Sinners but Chriſt, then if 
Sinners refuſe that Chriſt, and all rhe falyation which 
Chriſt graciouſly offers unto them, they periſh infalli- 
bly, it 1s not poſſible to fave their ſouls, Gods decree 
how to faye Sinners, is unalterable, and the Goſpel way 
of ſalvation 1s that way which God hath raiſed up, as 
the onely way, Andrthart is by Chrift, and by belgcving 
onChriſt : Hee that belerves ſhall bee ſaved; and hee that 
belecveth"uot ſhall bee damned, Mark,i6, 16. Now then 
1udge whether the refufing of Chriſt in his ſaving and 
gracious offers, bee not an hainous and dangerous 
Sin, which ſhuts the gates of heaven againſt us; andtru- 
ly nothing is more ſad than this, that the poor Sinner 
ihould (bur heaven againſt his own ſoul. | 

6 Let mee addc but one thing mote, by which it may 
appear, that the rctuſing of Chriſt in his ſaving and; 

| . graciquus 
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oracious offers, is hainous and dangerous, and that ſhall 
bce tbe dreadfl fears and difirations inthe conſcience of 
finners when once awakened and tronbled ; Ot all the 
{inings which a man hath commitred,rhis fin of fleighting 
and refuſing Chriſt, ſticks moſt upon his heartz and 
makes it moſt rrembling and deſpairing: They are nor 
all his other Sins (chough very foul and yery many ) 
which make him ſo apt to fears, and ro deſpair « O bur 
I have refulgd Chriſt ! O but Thave ſlcighted all ſaving © 
a00d which Chrilt did ofter ro mce! O burtlI have rc- + 
tuſed all,though offercd gracioutly, and though aflured 
I might haveall goodW®y Chritt, withour moncy and _ 
without price. ® | 
You may have mercy for ER of your Sins, I 
if Thad not refuled mercy; You may have Chriilt, 
though you have beena great Sinner, 1, if I had not re- 
fuſed Chriſt : A Sinner may bee faycd, yea, a great 
Sinner may bee ſaved, if hee had not refuſed ſalvation: 
Though you bce unyyorthy, yet you may haveall upon 
gracious terms, I,it I had not fleighted and refuſed gra- 
cious terms : Bur can heehayc mercy, who hath ſleigh- 
ted the offers of mercy > But can hee have _ who 
hath reiuſed Chritt > Bur can hee have falvatioh upon 
tree terms, who hath negleQed. ſalvation upon tree 
terms? Doth nor the Apoſtle fay, Heb. 2, 3, How ſhall 
wee eſcape if wee neplett ſo greatfalvation: O my ſea-- 
ſon is lolt ! my foul is loſt ! my H6pes are loſt: Although 
there are releetsto bee tound for Sinners conſcientiou{- 
ly,. troubled for their former negleings and retuſalls 
of Chriſt, yer you ſee into whar fad perplexities and 
tears, and diſtractions, and deſpairs, eyeiia remporary 
refuſing of Chriſt (in his ſaving and gracious offers} may 
caſt the ſouls and conſciences of Sinners; which plainly 
thewshow great, how bainous, how dangerous a fin it 
is to neglect and refufe Jeſus. Chriſt, in his ſaving, and 
in his gracious offers, as to the high degree, Heb,to.26 
There remains no more ſacrifice for founes ( but verſe 27.) 
A certain fearfwl looking for of judgement and fiery indigna= 
tion, c, | 7 The 
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The voavoidas. - 7 Thelaſt demoaſtration of it from rhe wnavoidable 

1 % eſcaping of wrath andearſes, is implied in ſome of 

| the former ' particulars, 'agd therefore I ſpare to enlarge 
| Ks! Oe 4-2 NE Lp 


| | y SECT.IV, 
Oueſt, Ur will ſome ſay, if the caſe of fleighting and 
How may a Brefitng of Chrilt-in his ſaving and gracious 
man know 8 offers*bee this hainous and dangerous, How may a poor 
fruner know whether hee ſtill Fan guilty 'of it or 
no ? 4:40 ae eh | | 


whether hee be 
guilty of this 
fin. t c ”* , 
S#/. Before I ſpeakro this, lewme drop a tew words, 
leaſt any weak Chriſtian receive offence and tremble 
this day; for though I would awaken ſecure finncrs, 
Some ditiaRi- yet would I not by any means perplex tender con- 
ons premiſed, ſciences, the bruiſed reed 15 not to be broken.” | 
There is a aif- »Þ Therc is a difference rwixt refufng of Chriff, and a 
terence rwixx Preſent inevidence of receiving of Chriſt in ha offers: the 
retuſing Chriſt poor ſinner may not ſo clearly make it out to his foul at 
ne 3+ pip . prefent, thar-. hee harh fully and rightly cloſed with 
vin of hc” Chriſtin his offers, this is one thing,and the refuſing of 
his office. Chriſt is another thing: A defe# of light, to reflett on 
| our work, is a different thing froma defett of heart, to 
come up to the work, 
A difference 4. - 2 Thercis a difference twixt refuſing of Chriſt,and a 
20610 confliting with our unbeleeving hearts, and ſo ftriving for 
me Cree». ſtrength ro receive Chriſt in 4A gracious offers : a ſtriv- 
ting with our 1g to reccive Chriſt (though oppoſed by combate from 
unbelecving nbeleet) is a quite different thing, from, the refuſing of 
Hearts. Chriſt: for-the will is certainly brought ingin the former, 
| bur it ſtill ſtands out inthe latter, , * * 
ns map 3 There isa difference twixt refuſal maintained and 
{:l manrajned ©22fi2fed, and a refuſal bewailed ; All thoſe heavy judge- 
24 bewaileg, Meas before mentioned ,/ chongh -meritorioufly they 
may take in any refuſal of Chriſt, yet cftecually and 
redundantly, they ſhall light onely on a continued and 
maintained refalal a2 the light of the Goſpel, but 
D® . ag rac 
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-cordially bewailed, and ſeriouſly 


pol: r) 
Theſe things being premiſed, Tiball now preſent utt= epara fer; of 
to you. ſome characters by which you may know aur retufal at 


noeſo an refuſals through ignorance now diſcerned, and 


—y 


whether you bee che perſons wha vefuſe Chrilt {uy his Chriſt in kg 
faving and gracious offers yea or no > And theſe offers. 


Characters ſhall be partly poſitivezin which they may 
ſce, that they do retule, and.partly negative, by which 
we may know, that wee do not refuſe nordleight. 


this great ſm, | | 
. There areſeven infallible reſtimonies of it, 
_ 1 A comenpt of the Goſpel, Theſcorntul eye, 
2 IneffeQtual vocation. The deaf car. | 
3 Uandetvaluing dif-eſtunatian-: A berter match and 
bargain, | - 4 
4 =_ Onc con. "Ye 
$ Uther reiungs : no ready s 
6 Meer bile, © Bn , 
7 Empty boaſtings, 


1 A Contewpt of the. Goſpel. Let men raid what Contempr'ef 


they will ; Never ſo much aftetiun unto Chriſt, never 
ſo much confidence of Faith in Chriſt : never fo much 
regard unto Chrift: if they do'contemn and {leight 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, they do contemn aud flei 


= 


the Goſpel, 


Chriſt himſelf in his ſaving and gracious offers : For 


(I beſeech you) whatis the Goſpel of Chriſt which we 
preach > whar is it > butrhe Lip of Chriſt , the manth 
of Chriſt, the word and voice of Chriſt : his Mini- 
ſtration, his gracious way of Treaty with the  finfull 
ſouls cf#cn, the Word of life, the Miniſtry of his ſpi- 
rit, - the Word of Reconciliation» and promiſe of ever- 
laſting ſalvation : What the Goſpel declares, the yery 
ſamedath Chriſt declare: Whaz the Goſpel doth offer, 
the ſame doth Chriſt 'offer ; Whar the Goſpel com- 
mands, the ſame doth Chriſt commands : What the 
Goſpel dothpromiſe and aſſure, the ſame doth Chrift 
himſelf promiſe andaſkure + When the Goſpel peak 
n i 


4 The PofriveCharattersof ſuch as do ſtand guilty of _— Cha» 
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396% Charatersof our Refuſal of Chriſt, Chap.6 
'Chrilt ſpeaks ;. When *rthe Goſpel offers: you Chriſt, 
Chriſt chen offers himſclt ro you: When the Gofp?l. 
preſents unto you ſaving good upon gracious: terms, 
then Chriſt preſents unto you ſaving good, &c..-If you 
hear and embrace the Goſpel, you- do then hear and. 
embrace Chriit: and it you. do {lcighr and. refuſe the 
Goſpel, you do then fleight: and retute Chriſt : if you 
do contemn the meſſage, you do contemn hum. who 


ſends rhe meſſage. Bf 511.4 
Objett, Bur you will ſay, Surely there is no man 


Many.doſo»  ({4ho profeſſerh Chriſtianity)cthat contemns the Go(p2). 
. $9l, IT wiſh there were not. Neverthleſle five things 


_Þ:oved by. | 
:  may.convince us; that many men do contemn the 


Goſpel. | | 
| 5 Ow is, the contempt of the Minifters of the. Goſpel, 
The conrem:r. 25 Miniſters ot the. Goſpel;.. as Ambaſladours. from. 
of the Mini- Chriſt, 4at, 23; 39. O}ernuſalem, Jeruſalem, then that 
ſters of the khelleſt the. Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſpnt' into. 
Golpe]. thee,e&c, The reproachings, and the fleightings, and 
the ſcorns of the Miniſters of the Goſpel. are: but ſo 
many. rcproachings and fſcorns, put upon the Goſpel ,. 
and upon Chrift, Luk, i0,16, He that defpiſerb you defÞiſeth 
-c, hy | 
'2 The ſecond is, The contempt of the Miniftratiens of 
The contempr the Gofpet, of Goſpel Ordinances, of any one Ordi- 
efthe Mini-. nance of Chrift, in any part of it :. contemn baptiſm, you 
"ag o' the contemn the Goſpel = contemn the Lords.Supper, and 
Pete yatr contemn the Goſpel : conteran the Offers, rhe 
Commands, the Threatnings, the Promiſes of the Gol-- 
pel, and you do contemn the Gofpech | 
+3 Afhird ts, A wearineſſe of the Goſpel , as the 1/rae- 
A wearinefſe Utes were weary of Afann, ſo many men are weary of 
ef zhe Goſpel. the Goſpel, they look on -it as a prejudice, and as 
a barden, and would bee rid'ot it, and many rimnes ftu-. 
Fa dy; and ſtrive how to part with i,” 
A lownefle of 4 Afourthis, Aaweernefſe and lowneſſe of opinion. a1 ts. 


" opinion a8t0 thewery Geſpe/ : The parts ofa Goſpel Miniſter, his Lear - 
— p/n niogs his AIOQUCNEC, rs handſome xprlſons his nor 
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very Goſpel in its own truth, andin irs own lighr, 
and in its own Holinefle, and in irs own fimplicuy , 
with ſome men the plainneſte of the Goſpel, is of no 
clteem. | | | 
5 Afiftis, Diſebedience unto the Goſpel, Living, and 
walking quite contrary to the rule of it: Whar is this 
but a cantempr oft the Goſpel : When ſinners ſetup their 
Wills.and theis indultry, and their ways: not onely a- 
bove, bur alſo againſt rhe mind and Will, and way of 
the Gaſpel of, Chrilt, | 

2 In effcftual vecation: Bcloved, this. is a certain 
cruth, that untill rhe ſoul of a.ſumer bee cffeQually cal- 


vg 7 


b- « 
1» 4 


fined Norions,. theſe do finds accepeance, bar -ols + 
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Two things 
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The obedien- 
rial anſwer of 


rhc fouf. 


"Charaltens of ear refuſabef Chriſh, Ghap.6 


heard. and it cannot; bes? withſtood, itis a meſſageto 
the very heart , "it. isa kinde of creating yoice, ir com- 
mands, and works what it.doth command;it inlightens, 
it fubdues, it alters, *itenables and clevares the foal in a 
ſpiritual and fupernaturalway:it offersChriſt,and makes 
usto ſee Chnitt,- and bows r 
fluence) .to hearken, unto Chriſt preſents Chriſt in ſuch 
pIory excellency, love, and goodnefſe, as draws the 


eart unto. It, *Fheſpiric of Chrift comes with the Goſ-. 


pel, and the Golpel comes with power, © © | 
' 2 Thereis unto this mighry voice of Chriſt, £# ob:-. 


diential anſwer of the Soul in cttecual vocation: the heart _ 


of a ſinner is ſo powerfully wrought on,that it doth not 


-hold out, ic doth nor delay,ir doth not diſtinguiſh and 


contend,. but.itis made willing aboyeall things to hear-. 
ken unto Chriſt, to chooſe him, 'ycaz preſently to come 


iaro himz. to pitch on him, and to' enjoy him with. 
all his terms and conditions; : Now in abundance of fin- 


ners there 1sno ſuchefic& of vocation; neither as to 


the voice of Chriſt, n:r/ as to the' anſwer of a ſinner. 


ladeedthey hear a voice(come and buy, come unto me and 
Jour. fonls ſhall live) ſuch a voice they hear, bur there 


goes not forth :a power-with it, which they cannor., 
withſtand, and there goes not forth any influence with, 
it mIgHULy: working on the judgement and will of a 


ſinner ; The ſinner can: hearthe voice, and not re- 
pur it, hee; can hear arguments and nor bee 

y'-them ; . Notwithſtandmg all that Chriſt ' ſpeaks , 
an offcrs,. and: perſwades, yet his heartisaboye them 
ad, 1 1$.ndot 
rains its pride, ſtubornneſſe, unſubjetion, refiftance,and 


prevalency over the word ſpoken; : If it: bee'thus with: 
any. of us, that yet our hearts and wills,-are deafunto 


Chriſt, are able roourftand the voice 'of Chriſt; thar- 
our wills _ firqoger Nt yet) Gamble will, that Chriſt 

ALT Ver find: us wi ,.but yet holdins 'off, or yet- 
certainly werefalchio, 0p. IP 


heart (by a ſpititual in-. 


bee moved ' | 


ſhaken, .itis not perſwaded, the will re-. 


#8147 matchand bargam:' If you look on any-- 
2 other. | 


Chap. F Charefters ofow our refuſal of Chnſt.. 


other thing beſides Chriſt, clteewvit better /to you than dhaner marcld- 
Chriſt, certainly you have all this while {leighted».and: 4nd _—_ 


retuſed Chriſt,, 1: all this while your ſins-are dearer to: 

you than Chriſt, you are the perſons- who fleight and 

refuſe. him, that man fleights Chriſt who preters any. 

thing aboye Chriſt, or who counts any thing equal £9. 
Chritt, -If a ſinful luſt can get thy. heart, but Chrilt 

cannoty if any carthly thing can get thy-hearr, bur Chrilt 
cannoty here is.an exaJring of lutt aboye Chritt;if theſe 

beedeſirable bur. Chriſt is nar; . i$ theſe bee- lovely, bus 

Chriſt is not; if rheſe givedelighr, byg Chriſt doth not;. 
if theſe make a ſatisfaction , but Chriſt doth not: Why? - 
here is a plain retuſal, and fleighting of Chrilt, the. 

match 1s diſ-liked, and utterly diſ-allowed. 

Beloved, Competitionof objets plainly ſbews bow onr- 
ory flaxd. s ; ay or diſ-affetted, \When- you pro-+ 
pound to the heare Chriſt, or Sin, Chriſt, or. the world.. 
[Diſ-junQively, the muſt bec propounded,. for. you-: 
cannat pitch on: both; either you muſt take the one - 
and retuſe wo other, or. retuſe the one, , and take 
the other ] Now. the heart of man is - diſco-- 
vered : if you ſay I, would have - Chriſt , but-1-cannor-- 
part with my Sins; . I would have Chriſt, but I mult- 
have the world; I cannot part with my Sin» F cannot - 
part with the World, .isnot here a plain refuſing and 
ſlcighting- of Chriſt a preferring of baubles before him; 
Nay of Hell. before him :--Chrilt isfleighted whenyou 
do not picch upon him. x Alone, | > your all. TY 
the firſt of all., 4 And as ” ur- beſt of all. if you donot -. 


count Chilts, offers, the beſt bargains, gc. hat which. 
Aman comes to bee his-beſt batgain, he wil, | 
Y, Make all th $.tO-giVe way, hart ad $22 


He will make-rhat to fill up 
; Te will dra forth his chodctlt: bk Lerner and pains, ; 
4 HeewilFbe at fomelefſerogain' it, 


5 He is peremprory,and uneaveably earneſt forghe ' | 
injdyment of ir; 


6 ; FiEfrujioa of.it. preſerus unto hine, the Greece. 
| Na 3 Joys | 


Ld. þ 
LAY: 


The one ex- 


Ceptione 


joy, and contertiment+ Do your ſouls find it thug about 
Chriſtor not? O the cloling- with Chriſt; and with 
che offers of Chriſty rhisis bett, beſt of all? but then 
whereare your preſent cares ro.get Chrift : and where 
are. your-{trong tears lealt you mile Chrift : and where 
are your hall deſires, and where arc your percmprary; 
and.ſtedfaſt xclolions: and what:one thing will: you 
pare with fox Chriſt, and: what do youro icjoy Chriſt, 
morethana.pizce of aarth:and are you not yery wel ſatis- 
fied;and:contentedsalrhough: yer you have not Chriſt>gcc, 
4 The ane. excepryght :, It chere: beane thing:that you 
willnot come up unto, andif there be one thing that you: 
will ſtick for: itrliat one thing finders the bargain, you! 
are refuſers , and fleighrers, 8c. Chrilb can prevail! 
with you forall, bur.tor one thing,-in that hee 
yeild. unto you; And: you. like Chrifbin alk: bur there: 


Jon ChandOercofonr Refuſabof Clift, Chap, 


- 1 qnething:thar:you cannot yald unto; Why > this 


one difference twixt;you, 15:enough to make the breach, 
to koep you: aſunders 'to-condemn you'for refuling:rhar 
our filling which a man. ſticks at with Chriſt, he- char 
puts.inany onethingin his Treaty, or Bargain, which 
is unreaſonable, - whirh:isdiſhonourabley, which is pre» 
judigel, 1:you:come: not wholly-up: to his.price » you 
r -4VI I Fel = 


Now ſearch your hearts, is there not ſome one thing / 


in Chriſttharyawllick at 


not one thing-in your 


' * ſelves, which: you ſtick for, .you Ike his mercy, and 


ke-his loves. and you like his ha pinefle, and you 


VOUu. J | k 
like:his, graciouſaeſle :. but: yer is: there not ſome one 


tbat. you; like: not > .are you ſure 'that you 


thing, 4 
like all of Chai do yau-like his Rule and Authority > 


do. you like hisSpirity and the changing efficacy of it 3 
and the orderingy..and: binding' power. of-Chrilf and 
r x crf ing; ”, ; . E | tfi>4,” N 1 j -* " 4 

h this, .or 1n, thats 1,canndt-flike Chriſty T. canmor 


and to leave that | and tc at; 
id yp .ailss; Chriſt, I will not pare with 
. ONE 
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comeupro-him:z;: S9-agains: Iam; content ro parcyyith- 
o this, and to ſuffer thaty but 


hobo. 


A CR Eno HENS, 
on OB. PR OI LS OR 


felveg,and not for himſelf, whewwerwill take 


- 
+ » fo Anares Sata 


__— 
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Chap. 6 Chenearaf ow Refuſal of OW. 10s 


one Sing. 1 will-part with.all bur one ; and Wicks -all-thie 
work, butthepleaſaure of :ic,: with all the pleaſure , bur 


not withallthe proficrwich all the profitgbut:norwith all. 


che yaniries,not with rhe eſtimations; and// applatiſe;&c. 
5..Self enough ; The full foul d:ſpiſath rhe Howty<comb, 
and the. Phariſees whotruſted in their own vightdouſnueſſe, 


Self enough. 


deſpiſed Chrift, Beloveds ityou (can. bee ſavi6urs-ubto 


yourſelves, you cannot but bee retuſers. ofthatfalva- 
ton; whichis oftcred unto-you by Chriſt; to;(et.up a 
righteoulnelle of our own, andreſt on that, and to fet tp. 
2 righteouſneſle of Chrift; and reſtin that,” toſetup 
lite by works, aud ro-ſer'up life by grace, thefe are coii-- 
traditions; It is! impoſhible ro/ſoder theſe rogether, there 
is noco-ordinatzonbetween thems nor ſibordination sf . 


the one to "the 'Orher 4 fer: upthe onezand you pull 
down the other, cloſe: with the one, and youthrult a- 
ſide-the other, that marr caty have nothing ro dewith 
Chriſt, -and will havenothing ts do' with Chriſt, who 
1s enough unto him(elf 5 and who finds enongh in'him- 


ſelf, ro build his life and confidence npon ; yet many 
Sinners (do they indeed know: thettiſelves t6 beefo; and 


what it 15 to bee foY look na thetnfeIves, as needing no 


Phyſitians as wantins nothing , ' as frifficiently futni-- 
ſhed, and provided abundantly, with flock, /with a {elt-- 


righteouſneſle, 8c, 59 | [LIN 
6- A meer (hift, ray meaning is when a Perſohinever 


looks after Chriſt, but in a ſtyair,and onelyyalues Chriſt 


in hisſtrair,  Tomake uſe of Chriſt, as wee do of ah 
horſe,; to carry us outof the dirt, and as -wee-dw of 'a 
Phyvfrian ;ondy itt a Sicknelſty when' my conſcience 
troubles m2e, thenT will regard hitft,-when my confci- 


ence 13 quiet} then Fwill regard my - Sinnes; - when the - 
fears of- death are uponmee, then kow'ſhall ber Chriſt, . 


and when the fears of death are over;O then. + who will 


fhew 1 any good: Sin,and the world are ry onely de- - 
lis t it good dayes;.. and Chrift iS:onelymny* defire int e- - 
vildaycs, when wee thus piech'of? Chriſt; for our” owt: - 

tulvon.and > 


put , 


A meer -ſhift;:. 


Gaara aa One Tlag.6 


-Put him off, |take himto us, and chruſt him from us, 
-that in our troubles hee ſhall go for a number, -and in 
Our ſecurities hee ſhall ftand alide as a Cipher; O-this is 

ic dealing with Chriſt , -rhis is courſe uſage, this is 
bur allcighting of-Chriſt,in himſcl,, and-in his offers, 
Kc, And yet many deal thus with Chriſt, and with 
the ofters of Chriſt: Chriſt is pretious, and mercy is 
.Prettous, and the righteouſneſle of Chrift is pretious, 
and the redemption-of Chriſt is precious; and the Peace 
which Chriſt hath.made is. precious; ſo men think when 
conſcience .is furious, and when death and the judge- 
.mentſcat-approach+ bur take-men out of -thele cxigen- 
ces, when they are themſclves, :and do trecly 1njoy 
themſelves, then this Chriſty .chea. this mercy, then 
this righteouſneſle, then this -redemption., then «this 
Peace with "God are as nothing , .there are no high | 
thoughts of them [perhaps not minded } chere are no - | 

s after them | perhaps :not at all deſired] the offers | 
of Chriſt areno longer regarded, the heart of a Sin- 
-ner-puts off this good maſter; and returns -again'to his 
old,.and bad maſters, ; : 3 

Why: This man never cloſed with Chriſt, never 
.came uno Chriſt :in yolumary acceytings, and rempo- 
rary acceptings, are -falſe, are none, are {indeed ) itil 
a real refuling and fleighting, although a felt-deluding 
Sinner, in the time of his diſtrefle, an extremities, 
thinks rhen to bee otherwiſe, the heart afluredly ever 
ſtood off from Chriſt ; which can quickly fall oft from 

” An empty boaſting :  Shew mee thy faith by thy 
works, ſaid the Apoſtle James, unto them who boaſt- 
.cd of a vain, empty faichleſle faith 5 fo ſay 1 unto 
many perſons, "who. fooliſh] boaſt of their receiving 
of Clu and Cclofiog with Chriſt in his oftersſhew mc 
thy embracingot Chrilt, by. any .of the Works of 
- Chriſt, Beloved, As -therc never was acloſure ofunion, 
$ur therewas alſo a cloſure of comunion(a cloſing with 
the - perſon -of Chriſtyis inſeparably attended with a 


clofing 


p \ pie LS IO ay 087725 es op , OY "OOO 4 
$ Pa Sis: Ft Da EL CIR IS Fog I WWF Lon e's 4 PEA Oe. TE _ 
WM LE Aa hs de oP ; « . I A 
Ces nt " CSE rote En ak FY0 49 00. % 
ug ENS «EE Re ROAD Wrax bak 
TORS 
= 


"Ras Frags: :IZ,; Oy 4 hr PN + 4 
PROT OY Lech OTST $22, Ry 


F-03 
$i] 


Chap,6. (haraGtersof our refnſal of Cbrift. ; 


cloling with the vertnes and powers -of Chriſt) ſo that 
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never was a clelurc with the good and gracious iot- 
ters of Thrift : bur ſome excellent rhing hath fallen pre- 
ſently into' that ſoul , which hath thus conſented and 
cloſed. Thar free love of God, that tree mercy of God; 
that tree righteoulneſle of Chriſt, that free work of ho= 
linefle, that free. reconciliation, all of them have made 
{ygaal and diftinguithing.impreſſions on the heart of 
him. » who hath hearkened, and. who hath embraced; 
Chriſt neyer comes without the work, and the bleſſing 
of Chriſt : 1f any man be in Chriſt bee is a new creature, 
2Cor,5.17+1t you be come into Chriſt,Chriſt is come into 
yeu, if. you have hearkned and opened the door unto 
him, hee comes in, and {ups with vou, 8c. z 
And thereforetalk what you lift, if nothins of 
Chriſt can yer bee found in the hearr,aſluredly you have 
nor received him, and if you have not received him, 
then you have hitherto refuſed him,you have not yeilded 
unto him, 

Now ſay before the Lord,this day what work of Chriſt 
appears in you? what our graces? what are the fruits 
of all the loving kindnefles, of all the mercies which you 
think you haye cloſed with, what work have they 
made in your hearts, what change, what love , what 
fear, what greit, what joy, what affection, what dc- 
light in Chriſt, what obedience unto Chriſt, what 
likeneſle, and conformiry to Chriſt. 

Secondly , The Negative Chara#ers, by which one 
may know whether he doth not fleight and retuſe Chriſt 
in his ſaying and gracious effers. ; 

I will preſent unto you tyclye of them yery briefly, 
x The weeping eye. 

2 - The ſad complaint, 

3 The precious thought, 

4 The ready will, the conquered will. 

5 .The panting heart, os 
..6_ The importunate cry, 
7 -Fhe-artentive car, 

The diligent ſearch. a 
9 The only DiſſatisfaRion, Oo ro The 


Negative clia« | 
racters, 


4 306 (barafters of our not refuſing Chriſt. Chap: 6: 


x0 Thebeſt Delight, 

11 The joyiul Newes. 

12 TheReſting and quiet Center. 

1 The weeping Eye, hee doth not fleight Chriſt, nor the 
offers of Chriſt, Zach, 12, 10. they ſhall look on him whom 
they have peirced, and ſhall moxwrn; whole foul is now 
grieved, and humbled, for his fleighting and refuſing 
of Chrilt, and his ofters, As 2. 37. Whenthey heard this, 
they were pricked intheir hearts, It is a right frame of 
Spirit, and ſhews an high eſteem of Chriſt, when 1 The 
kindeneſſe of Chriſt doth break m; there is never gricf 
where there is no love. 2 Our «nkindneſſes unto Chrift 
do melt and tronble #; when a ſinner {tarts, and crics 
out, what have I done, what did I mean to turamy back 
on mercy, to ſhut the door againſt Chriſt, to bee ſo un 
kinde to him; Ah ! my Ignorance, Ah ! my Pride, Ah ! 
my Folly, Ah ! my Madneſle, Ah! my Unthanktulnefle; 
hee looked after mee, and yer I would not look on him, 
Hee dyed for mee, ?nd yer I deſpiſed him, bee came ro 
mee, and yctT ran away from him, hee came offcrin 
mce his blood to juſtifie mee, himſelf ro ſave mee, an 
yet I fleighted him; hee offered lite to a condemned man, 
Peace to an enemy; ſubſiſtence to a Beggar : All ſaving 
good tomee a Sinner, and yet Irchifed him, and all his 
cfters. O with what freenefle wich what tenderneſle;- 
O! with what earneſtneſſe did hee call, and cry vn- 
romece, how often, how lons 1! I remember his voice, 
Cant, 5,2. Open to mee, &c. for my head « filled with 
Dew, and my tocks are wet, with the drops of the night; 
And Iremember how- carelelly I put him off, I re- 
member the Sermon, the Notion, the DoQtrin, the times; 
the places, and yet I wretched man, turned all theſe afide, 
and fora ſin ſake, and for the worlds ſake I fleighted all ! 
Why, O Lord ! 1bluſh, I am aftamed, my foul is 
wounded, and ſore troubked, that thou haſt been ſo good, 
and Ifo vile. thatthy grace hath been fo rich and free, 
and my refurſals thereof have been ſo groſs and many; O 1 
this ſin, I loathe it, and my (elf for it; pardon this ſin, 
O pardon't for thy mercies ſake ! 2 The 


Chap.6: Charafers of o«r wor refuſin is Chriff, Rk mg 


2 The ſad Complaint; When former {leightings are The (aq ccme 
our grief, and preſent undelect is our burden; I would plaine, 
cloſe with Chriſt, bur I canaor; I would prize his offers; 

but I cannot; I would regard him, bur 1 cannot; there 
” isa Chriſt (O how blelled !) but I cannot come to. him; 
” thereismercy, (O how rich !) bur Icannot truſt for it; 
© thercis allo bee had upoa b-leeving ( O how happy is 
7 thareſtace!) but I cannot beleeve; O Lord help my unb.- 
 tHeef: Unbelcetisno burden tro him who refulcth Chritt, 
|; you ſhallneyer hear an hardened Sinner to complain of 
hardueſſe of heart, nor a proud Sinner, of ſpiritual 
wants; nor an unbeleeving Sinner, ot undeleet; bur un- 
£ _ isafore burden to an (heart that would have 
7 1rilf, 
H 2 The preciows Thought; Finde but this; and you may The precious 
 bheeſureyouarenorefulers of Chriſt in his ofters; #»ts Thovght 
T ou that beleeve, hee is preciom, but of the diſote tient hee 
is diſallowed, as a ftumbling ſtone, and a rock of offence, 
| 1 Cor-1,23. Tothe Jews a ſtumbling block, to the Gen- 
= tiles fooliſoneſſes but untothem which are called, yerſ, 24, 
Chri#t the power of God, and the wiſdome of God, © firs ! 
when the Lord is indeed forming of the heart for Chriſt, 
 __ whenheeis tumbling dowa the mountains, when hee 
| *  israſing theignorance and pride, and ſtubborancſſe of 
'  ourunbelcet, then do our eyes ſee the ſalvation of God, 
> thentheclouds are ſcattcred, and Chrilt app:ars in glo- 
2? rylikethe Sun, If you do look now on Chrilt as the 

thief of ten thouſand, as the only pearl of great price, as the 
glory of the Father, as the only beloved, as the only defire of 
| Nations, as the only life and bleſſednefſe. Had I but Chriſt, 
 TIhadenoughlinjoy nothing, tillI injoyhim; I would. 
enjoy nothing, Xo that I might injoy him, TI injoy all, if 
I injoy him. Tins is farre from fleighting and refuſing 
Criſt. If Chrift bee precious, if the ſeaſ1ns of Chriſt bee 
precious if the offer of Chriſt bee precious, if the termes 
of Chrilt bet precious, it the good things of Chriſt bee 
precious, O no love like the loye which Chriſt dath 


offer ! and no mercy,no 1% no joy, no comfort, and 
| Oo 2 no 


| 308. Charatters of our not refuſing Chriſt. Chap. 


The ready 


no lite like the mercy, like the peace, like the joy, like 
the comfort; like the life which Chriſt doth offer ! - never 
diſquict your (cles with fears and doubts, whether you 
bee fleighters and refuſers, your condition is open and 
clear, It is impoſſible for any real refuſer of Chriſt, to 
attainunto precious thoughts, or ſuperlatiye cftimarions 
of Chritft betore and above all, | 

4 Theready conquered Will, Art thou indeed willing 


conquered will, to have Chriſt, ro receive him, to buy of himy. to cloſe 


with him in this offer, If thy will comes. off. the match is 
madecz'and the bargain is finiſhed. Wee have confufed no- 
tions about the refuſing and the recciving of Chriſt in his 
offers; but all is to-bee ſtated in the will of a Sinner, If 
that bee diſaffeted,and ſtands off and diflents, the Sinner 
is a refuſer; and it that bee afte&ed, and conſent, and fall 
in with Chrilt in his offer, the Sinner is now a reccivers. 
hee is come in, look well to that. | 


- There are {1x properties in the Will, which ſhew that: 


a perſon is no retuſer of Chritt, 

xi ItisaFree#ll. Thad rather have Chriſt. 

2. Itisa Generous Wil!s 1 will part with all for Chriſt. 

3 Itisa Peremptory W:1l, I mult have Chriſt, I will ne- 
ver re} uatill I have © hritt. 

4 Itis a Preſent Will, T donot put off Chriſt, I do not 
pauſeupon the offer; hee holds out his hand of mercy, 
and I put out my hand of Faith;. hee offers, and I ac- 
cept. 

p It is a Plain Will, I ſtrive for nothing but for Chriſt; 
I would not bee exculed in any thing, I would.nort bee de- 
prived of any goud which Chriſt doth offer, 

6 Itis-2 Joyful will. Blefled bee God, and bleſſed bee 
Chriſt for this offer, and tor theſe termes : Fdare ſtand 
out no more, ſalvation iS come to my houſe this day, and 
L openmy doc to receive and welcome ir. O Chrittians ! 
Is it thus with you ? are your hearts opened,-are your 


wills perſwaded?: Lam willias to ſell, ſaith Chriſt, are 


/ou willing to buy 2 Iam willing to give, are you wil- 
18 toreceive? Iamwilling to bee yours, are you wil- 
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ling to bee mine > Tam willing that you ſhould have all 
ſaving good upon gracious termesz - are you Willing to 
take all upon thoſe termes ? Had you :not rather have 
your portion in the world, than in mce> ! Arc you wil 
ting to part with your ſinful luſts, that you. may poſlels 
mee and mercy, and lite ? but are you willing indeed ? 
perhaps you will bee content to bee demied, perhaps you 
will rake further time to conſider of it, pzrhaps you can- 
not like my perſon nor my condition, perbape JIhauld 
prove a burdenſomegueſt unto you, Now: it a poor ſou 
can ſay, come in © Chriſt; and welcome Chriſt;I am. rca» 
dy, Iam willing, I am joyful, 1am bappy in rhec, Iloye 
thee, I take all; T'yceld to all, Ibleſs for all; reſt confi- 
dent that. God hath clearly deliyered thee from a ſlcight- 
ing and a refufing heart. 

5 The panting Heart, This is another ſign that you 
are no refuſers of Chriſt in his ſaving and gracious offers. 
Beati eſurientes & ſtientes, Matth, 5, { deſire to be found 
#n him, Phil. 3. By the panting heart, I do mean three 
things. 1 Chief D-fires, 2 Strong Deſires. 3. Impatient 
Deſires for Chriſt, Aud truly it Chriſt, and the things 
which Chriſt doth offer with himſelf unto you are thus 
dcfireable, unqueſtionably they are not the objeRs of 
your flcighting, but of your eſtimation, and of your 
afteftion. £ | ; 

What T befeech youis it, after which your. hearts do 
ſo breath, ſo carneſtly beat, fo impatiently long > none 
onearth that Ideſire beſides thee, Pſ#1, 73.. what is its 
which ſtill fills the thoughts with cares, and the eyes 


with tears. and the breaſts with fihs, and the mourhes. 


with this language 2 O that I had but one things ! O when 
fhall I tnjov that one thing ! Othar God would grant 
mee one thing ! O Lord, give mice Chriſt, O Lord,ſhew 
mee mercy, O Lord; loye my ſoul, O Lord, ſpcak peace, 
O Lord, I:t Chriſt, andall Chriſt bee mine, -O Lord, ter 
mee and all mine bee Chriſts. | 

6 The Importnnate Cry, When a mans heart is ſet on 
Chriſt, and heemuſt have Chriſt; on mercy, and hee 


Oo 3 mult 


The panting - 
hearc, 


The importy» ' 
nare cry. 


- k 


310 


Chariftees of our not refuſing Chriſt. Chap.5. 


| The axtentive 
'N ; 0 Ear, 


Þ 'The diligent 
ſearch, 


muſt have mercy, on grace, and hee muſt have grace, 
of peace with 'God, and hee mult have peace 
with God;  O'! a .fout which will ſtand at Hea- 
ven gates, aid knock, which will Knock, and wair, 
which will wait, and wreſtle with God, which will preſs 
every word of promiſe, which will urge eycry gracious 
attribute, whichwill not depart from Chriſt, wichou 
Chriſt, norirom the. mercy ſcar, without mercy, which 
will have no denial till Faith bee given, and Chriſt bee 
pofiiled !. As Jacob, I will xot let thee go, as the woman 
of Canaan, would take no denyal; it it bee thus with an 
of you, blefled are you; your hearts are farrc jnande' 4 
fromſ]eighting and retuſing of Chriſt in his ſaving and 
oracious cffers, Chriſt is at the door, nay, Chriſt is in 
thy heart already, if it bee thus with thee. 

7 The attentive Ear, hearkcning, and watching, and 
obſerving the anſwer of prayer for Chriſt, the minde of 
God in his word, the motions and breathings, and ſtir+ 
rings of his Spirit, the opcning of the promiſes, the bows 
ing of our . hearts, the clearing of our title, the quicken- 
ing of our Faith, This man indced would have Chriſty 
who longs for the ordinances of Chriſt, who diligeatly 
waits on thoſe ordinances, who comes for this very cnd, 
ro hear of Chrift, and to hear from Chriſt, who hearkens 
for an offer, who hearkens tor a call, whohearkens for a 
promiſe, who watches to hear one good word, one kinde 
word to fall from the lips of Chriſt It zs I, bee not afraid, 
ſon bee of pood chear, thy ſins bee forgiven thee, go in peace, 
thy Faith hath ſaved thee; come unto mee, taks of the water 
of fe Fred. | PT Nt. $i 

8 The diligent Search, A carctul Chriftian is no fleight- 
ins Chriſtian, a painful Chriſtian is no refuſing Chriſti- 
any (ant, 3, T, By night on my bed I ſought bin wham my 
foul lvveth, 2 1will riſe now, and go about the Cay, . inthe 

ſtreets, andinthe broad waies, I will feek, him whem my 
ſonl loveth, 2 The watchmen found mee, to whom I ſaid, 
ſaw yee him whom my ſoul loveth > Here wasa love of 
Chriſt, herc was an eſtimation of Chriſt, here was dili- 
sontſceking and ſearching for Chrift, 
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: . fatisfies not, Give mee children (ſaid. Rachel) or elſe I die, 


O Lord, this thou hiſt given mes, and that *outward 
er bore? haſt given mee, Thaye enough for earth, 
ut iFThave not Chriſt, whathave I for Heaven # I have 
what will become-of my poor ſoul > Here's plenty 'for 
this lite, bur 5t T have not Chriſt, whar ſhall I do for eter- 
nal life? - A perſon whom -nothinag will ſatisfie wu 
_ Chriſt - 


T” | | [ 
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312 Charafters of onr not. refufing Chnſfts Chap, 6, 
Chriſt, and the aving things which, Chriſt doth offers is 
ſfofar fromleightig and xchuling, char hee js ſuperlative- 
ly valuing of Chrilts R | 

10' The' beſt Dilight.. Althougha perſon knows not 

I: The beſt de» ,thar Chriſt is his, nor that his ſoul hath yer fully cloſed 
« light, with-Chriſt, yet it hee knows that his heart takes delight 
F io Chriſt, delights xo ſpeak unro Chriſt, delights ro hear 


|: Chrift ſpcaking- unto him, . the Feat elIgn is: 1 Com 
[1 mugion with Chriſt, here are the eaſings' of the '(oul, 
[| here are the refreſhings of the ſoul, herearc the beſt hours, 
| and beſt daies,:and beſt markets, and beft employments, 
l and bett entertaiuments. David had rather bee a door - 

# keeper in. the houſe of God, tha® to awell in the tents of ' 
| 6/6 GPL 0d re: hae ARG 
11. The joyful” Newes; Though it bee but the hopes of 
' The joyful enjoying Chriſt, though it bee bur the hopes to enjoy par- 
ACWES. doning MeErcy, thou h it bee but the. ho cCS%O finde God 
pacified and reconciled, When one { bh theſe hopes 
. tathe, promiſes, God will certainly hearken ro your 
tcars, hee will certainly give you Chriſt, hee will * cer 
rainly forgive your fins; this word of promiſe ſaith fo, 
which 1s certain and infallible, O ! bow this revives the 

heart, how it- makes; it alive : this gracious God will |. 

2iye; mee Chriſt, and hee will love my ſoul, and hee will | 

thew-mee mercy, hee will deliver and ſave my ſoul: | 

Why ! it would nor bee thus with you, if you were per- |. 

{ons that fleighted Chriſt, and love, and mercy. | bo 

| ..--12 The. perfeitly reſting and quiet Cexter, Iman, F* 
The periefily that if any;jnan afterall. comesto bee |poſleſled of Chriſt, | 


reſting and 8=4ndgf the{aving offers of Chriſt, hee looks-on this poſ= | 
f quite cen'tt* ſeffion as thequtmoltofall his cares, deſires, and pains, | 
il as the [xm rotuls. of all his hopes; now Iam alive, now þ|- 
' I amgmadeznow I am bappy;Ican defire no more, I have | 
all, Chriſtis minc, and I am his. Now try.your ſelves by |: 
theſe twelve Characters, which I have-mencioned, for | 
the help and ſtay of fearful. and doubting Chriſtians, | 
. /who have it much in diſpute, whether they do nor 
{Hll refuſe Chriſt, and fleight his offers, aud ſtand our 
againſt 
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Chap.6; Motirves not 'to refuſe Chriſt any longer, : , q TY 
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againſt him) if you can finde in your ſelves all of them, 
nay. fome ot them, nay any one of them,” go home in 
peacey you may perhaps bee weak Beleevers, but allured= 
ly you are not refulers, _— NT = 


SECT. FP. 


Have but two things more  r91afer fron this- point 
of refulingof Chriſt 10 his faving and -gracious offers, 
and both of thoſe uſes ſhall bee directed unto ſuch as have 
been ſlcighters and refulers. 1 Motives, 2 Means, - 
Uſe 2 Bee perſwadediofleight and refuſe Chriſt -no lon- 
er; yet conſider, and -yet bee wile, 'and yet go' in to 
Chriit, do nor ſtill ſtand ont againſt. him, O thatT could 
perſwade you 1O that God himſelf would perfwadeyou! 
let mee preſent a tew - Arguments. | 
: Retuſalsunder light ' have a deeper guilt, and a 
ſtronger hazzard in them, than refuſals and fleightings 
under 19gnorance, $a 
2 Jeſus Chriſt ye offers all unto you, though you haye 
unkindly fleighred and retuſed him. bY 
3 Al your former retuſals ſhall bee pardoned, if yet 
you will hearken and accept of Chriſt in his offers, 


4 You cannot poflibly bee berter offered; it is all that 


you can deſire. ; | 
_ 5 Youcannot looſe any thing by cloſing with Chriſt 
Inhis offers. : | 
6 Youcannot but bee loſt if you will refuſe, 
7 Chriſt willnot long, nor alwaies bee offcrins thus 
Sraciouſly unto you. | | 
8 Ithad beenmuch better for you, that you had ne- 
ver heard of theſe gracious offers of Chriſt, if you will 
fleight and refuſe them. | 
h ! conſider well of theſe arguments, and fleightzand 
negle& Chriſt nomore, though you ſleight ' us, yer do 
not leight our Maſter; though you deal unkindly with 
us, yet deal kindly with Chriſt; though you like not the 
mellengers, yer do not _ che. offers, 4 
p | x Re- 


Bee perſwaded 
to retuſe C hrift 
ns longer. 


Motiyes, 


} 
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R-ful.ls undes 1 Refwſals under light have a deeper guilt in them,and 4 
light a cofthe |, vner hazardgthan refuſals under ignorance;hook on any 
deep: u't. {in wharſocyce (which aman commits or livesin ).it he. 
commits 1t,or lives init being ignorant, itis a fla, al- 
though his ignorance cannor altcr the nature ot it,yct it 
doth extenuate and abate much of the gvilr of it ; it doth 
not riſc ſo high, as whenir is committed and pertiſted in 
againſt knowledge. And the reaſons arc,becauſec ; 
x. There-is Sins againft knowledge, :a greater con» 
tempt of God. _ 
2 Mote wilfulneffe and peryerſneſle of heart. 
3 More boldnefle and preſumption. 
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Wi. but now yee ſap, wee ſee, therefore your ſinremaineth: here 
| you have the very Sin ſpoken of, andthe guilt of it ex- 
| preſly ſtated by- Chriſt; ſome oppoſed and. fleighted 
ll; Chrittchrough. blindnelle,or ignorance, and the Phari- 
It ſees oppoſed himagainſt knowledge, they did know 
him, and yct did deſpiſe and reje&t him, and Chriſt ſaith 
unto them,it you were blind(it you had nor heard of me, 


comparatively, your 91h had not been fogreat. and hai- 
notts. but you do fee, you do know mee , and that life 
is to bee had by mee, and yer yee ſleight and oppoſe me; 
therefore your Sin remaineth, it ſticks heavy upon you, 
Heib,1o, 26, If wee ſin wilfally, after wee have re 
ceived the, knowledge of the . truth, there remaineth no 
mere {eerifices for fins, but 4 certain fearfab looking for 
of jndgement, and fiery indignation, which ſhall ' devour 
the aaverſaries : hee ſpeaks in thisplace of a refuſing, 
( fleighting, anddefpiting of Chriſt ( as is eyident 1n 
1 verl. 29.) as thatagainſt knowledge; and hee opens 


:: the dreadfulnefie ofthis. fin Gf men will wiltully perfiſt 


'» Fake it away: the man hath deſpiſed Jeſus Chrilt, the 
__onely ſacrifice for Sins :. Another, there is a certaimy 
of j#dgement jor this. Sinner, ( another may clcape, _ 
; Fo cc 


314. -Motirves hot to refuſe Chriſt anylenger. Ghap.6 


. ..:4 i No Apology or excufablcnetle, John 9.415 Ic ſus: 
| faid nite them, if, you were blind , yaus ſhould have no fn +: 


if you had not known me you tbould have no Sin, ze. 
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if it } in two afttculars:vnegthere is nomore ſacrifice 10 
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Chap.6 Motiroer not toreſuſeChriſt any-langir. 


hee ſhall certainly bee judged) and that in a dreadful] 


way, (which hee calls z frery indignation) .and adevon- 
ring ' fire, which ſhall deyour the adverſaries, There- 
fore take heed what you doy ye that live undet - the clighr 
and knowledge of the Goſpel of Chriſt,your'retuſings and 
fleightings of him(under 8& againſt lighiJare'very dread- 
tul,you do nor read ſuch dreadful expreſitons at the retu- 
ſings of Chriſt under ignorance;the ſcriptureſpeaksmore 
totrly and eenpalicriarely that way, I Cor. 2g Had 
they known it, they would not have crncified the Lord of 
glory, Luk. 23. 34, Father, forgive them, for they know 
ot what they do. ſz Viilicr a0 
The Lord is contented to cronnive at the times of igno- 
rance, to beat with Sinners; /and to forbear thenvas he 
did Paxl,' who'oppoſed: and perſecured' Chriſt; bur hee 
did it iguorantly,x"T im. T, 15, But if people will continue 
ro fleight and-'refyſe Chriſt, aftet.a clear maniteltari- 
on and conyition;, after clear offersof himlelt, andall: 
faving good, after the fweateſt rerms/-.of graciouſneley 
after they know het is to' bee' received andembraced by: 
them, now their refuſals riſe exceeding high and dan- 
SCrOUS, 


2 A ſecond Aroument'to- per[wade them'no longer 


 tofleight and refuſe Jeſus Chriſt in his favingand gra» 


cious offers,is this, Feſws Chriſt yet, yet offers, all. ra you; 
though you have any Noebied fo RAS him in his 
former offers, Rey. 3. 20. Behold, -I ſtand at the door and 
kmck, if any man hear my wvoice, and oper the door, I 
will cone tn 16 himand will ſup with bins, + and - hee with 
z»e, Though he be not yerin thy heart, hee is ſtil} -ar-rhy 
door, there yet hee ſtands, and there yet hee knocks, 
yet hee dd6thnot fleight thee, who haſt fleighted him, 
O hereis loveindeed, which , will not. preſently bee 
demied, here is kindnefſe Mrwk which with wait ups 


on unkindnefle, here is £oothefle irideed 3 which re» 
turns good for eyil , here is mercy indeed, which hath 
bowels for them, which ſhew no bowels of compaſ- 


C briſts 


P p 2 


Teſus Chriſt 
yer offers all 
unto you, 
though yon 
have refuſgd 
him. 
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 Uottroes to refuſe Chriſt.no longer, . Chap, 6; 
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C briſts offers unto a poge Sinner art very valuable,bur 
Chriſts-ofters unto an «»kind Sinxer,. are very wonder- 
ful: Mcrcy after the ſlcightings of mercyzis very mer« 
ciful, Jer.3.t. Thon haſt plaid the Harlot with many 
Lovers , yet return again nnto mee, ſaith the Lord, O 
what ſurpaſſing love, was this overpaſſing love of God! 
ſo when Je Spoil puts up all our lei brings of hims 
overpaſles-all our ignorance, and orgciſe; and 
refikance,. and crycs unto us, do not,..I beſeech you, 
do not, for lying vanities, for ſake your own mercies : I 41 
come agains 1 am weaning that ve ſhould periſh ! have 
yee yet (criouſly conſidered your conditions, and haye 
vec yet wiſely 'conſidered of my motions? O ic was 
mercy which -I did. offer tg you ( do you.not need it, 
would you nothaveit>) O, it was like which I offer- 
ed unto you (bee that hath the Sonne, hath life, would 
you dyc.in your fins). O ! it was falyation which I 
oftcred unto:you, (hee that beleeves, ſhall,beg ſavea:lurely 
you would. bee ſaved) why ? andall theſe I come once 
more ta offer unto-you, mercy and compaſſion live in 
mee, my bowelsare troubled for you, I will not bee 
ſo quick with you, as you have been with mee, The 


. :, day isnot yet ſpent, 'the- Sun 1s notyet: ſer, the mar- 
>; ketis not yet-atanaend; yet you have the Goſpel, yer 


may. come:tomees:. and/find Tove and raercy and 


' life, everlaſting life, x Sam, 24.16, ſaid Saul, is this 


thy voice, 'my ſon David, aud Saul Iift np bis voice and 
wepr, verſ.19.andhee ſaid to David > thou art wore righte- 
014 than'], for _ haſt rewarded mee. good, whereas 1. 
have rewarded thee.evil,, O | that all of uscould aftcr. 
this manner ſpeak-to Chriſt, who have hitherto refu- 
ſed Chriſt : is this thy vaice O Chrift > That wee could 
yer fay with the Church (Cant. 5, 2.) it is the woice 
of wy; beloved,. that knocketh, ſaying, oper unto mee, &c, 
and that in the Apyrehenfion of his overcomming kind- 
nefle,. wee-could lift up our voice, and weep weep for. 


- eurſkightipgs andunkind dealings, weep at his un- 


ſpcakable graciouſneſſe, who rewards good tous, that 
| "Pp reward- 
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Chap, 6 Motirves to refife Chriſt no longer, 


TM 


rewarded evil unto him : and that wee could reſolve in 


a better mannes, than Sazlro David, to oppole, to 


ſleight this Chriſt no more; but to honour him, but 
ro embrace him, bur to. accept of all his ſaving of= 
fers, yet fo kindly offered cycn to us, who have ſleighr 
ted them. = ;| 

A third Argument is this, Al! your. former ſleightings 
and refuſings ſhall be pardoned, if yet you will accept of this. 


All your for- 
mer ſleightings 


loving aud gracious offer, Beloved, it wee continue tos ſhall be pardo= 


fleight and refuſe Chriſt, how can wee bee pardoned, 


ned,jf you wil 


bur if yer wee give over, and come in, and accept of _— of bis, 


him, wee ſhall bee pardoned> Why? here is the 
Chriſt, and this.is the Chriſt whom wee ſleight;though 
we ſleight him,yet he ſecks and follows us:and though we 
have {leighted him, vet it we return, he will pardon and 
accept of us. 

Objett, I confeſſe, that the fear of thus is apt to make 
ſome Sinners deſperate: why? itis toolate, and it isin 
vain to cometo Chriſt, againſt whom we have ſo long hard- 
ned oxr hearts; whom we have ſooft ſleighted and refuſed, 


. tha fin he will not pardon, 


Sel. I beſeech you yet to hearken and live « TheSin 
of refuſing Chriſt is great z but yctit may be pardon» 
ed: it- 1s exceeding great, bur yet, it you will come 


in, and accept of him, it ſhall. be pardoned, peruſetwo - 


Scriptures for this, A, 3. 14, y9# denied the holy one,aud 
the juſt, and deſired a murderer to bee granted nnto you, 
verſ, 15, and killed the Prince of life, 


Here wasa ſleighting (to deny Chriſt) here was an 


underyaluing. (ro preter the life of a. murderer before a 
Savyiour)here waz more then a refuſing;to kill the Prince 
of life) ver, 17, and now brethren, I wor, that through ig- 


ar ance you aid it, as didalſo your'rulers;yerſ,19, Repent 


yee therefore, and bee converted, that your ſinnes may bee 


blotted out, By this itis manifeſt, that your former re- 


fuſals, upon your repentance, may, and ſhall bee par- 


-doned, 1 Tim..1,13. #ho- was before a blaſphemer,and 
A perſecuter, and injariom, but I. obtained mercy, be- 


Pp3 cauſe 


j - | 


i Motiroes to refuſe Chriſt no longer, Chap..6 


| ——— 


Y ou cannot 
paſlibly be bet- 
rer oftered. 

Ir is the bx it 
offcr, 


For kinde, 


Far extent. 


Fer cErtainty. 


becauſe I did -it ignorantly in unbeleef. Blaſpheming of 


Chriſt, perſeeuring of Chriſt, wronging of Chrift; theſe 
are high degrees of fleighting of Chriſt, yet hee obtained 
Mercy,as you may {cc, ver. I4, and the grace of owr Loyd 
Was exceeding abundant, with faith and love, which is in 
Chrift Jeſus, ver.16, Howbeit for this cauſe, Iobtaived 
mercy, that in mee firſ# Jeſm Chriſt might ſhew forth all 
long-ſuffering, for a pattern to them which ſhould hereafter 
beleeve on him to life everlaſting, By this inſtance you ſce 
that this f1n hath been pardoned, and a notorious fleigh- 
rcr received into fayour, and this for a patternto them 
that ſhould beleevye, 

4 You cannot poſſibly bee better offered; Chriſt out-bids 
all, his offer is the belt, beſt in it ſelf, beſt for you, belt 
for compariſon; it exceeds all ofters, x For kinde, 2 For 
extent, 3 For certainty, 4 For permanency. 5 For 
condition. © -f | 

1 Forthe kinde of what is offered: It isa good, and your 
ſouls go00d(Hearkes to me,and jour ſouls ſball live;)ſpiritual 
000d is the beſt goodſoul-ſaving goods the beft good; 8 
this is that goed which Chriſt doth offer ro you,nothing is 
good for ycur ſouls, but what Chrift doth offer, and 
whatſoever Chriſt doth offer, it is good for your ſouls, 

2 For theextent of it : Hee Offers all ſaving good to 
your ſouls, for your ſouls :- there is not one ſoul-ſaving 
mercy) there is not one ſoul-ſaying grace;there is not one 
ſoul: ſavingarrticle, but hee offers it to you; himſelf you 
may have, his righteouſneſs you may have, his blood 
vou may have, his Spirit you may have, his ſalvation 
you may. have; all that your ſouls doneed, all that your 
ſouls can deſire, you may have; this very day you may 
bee juſtified and fayed, it you will accept of Chrift. And 
is there a better offer, than all this; is this offer to bee 
ſleighted > | ” ch 

3 For the certainty of it: If you will hearken to this 
offer, you ſhall not fail to injoy all this good which Chriſt 


' doth offer; you have ſo many ſeals to the bonds ſo ma- 


ny aſſurances, ſo many ingagements from God is bs at- 
tributes, 


Chap.s Motirves to refnſe Chriſt no longer. 319 
tributes, in his honoar, in bir word, in his covenant, and 

from Chriſt, who himſelf is [tiled the Amer, and from 

the promiſes of Chriſt, whichare yea and amen : as ſurc 

as God is God, and Chriſt is Chriſt, and the word of 

Chriſt is a word ot truth; all the good which Chriſt of- 

fers unto you ſhall bee performed unto you; it you will 

+ ==gy you will come into Chritt, and accept ot his 

offers. \» = 

4 For the permaneucy and duration of it; Hee offers F 
that good to: you for yourſouls, which {hall never bee ws © / 9-m00m;4 
taken from you, which ſhall for ever abide with you, on, A 
hec will never ceaſe to bee your Chriſt and Saviour, kis 
rightcouſneſſe will never ccaſe, to be your righteouſneſle; 
his love will never ccaſe to bee your loye; his mercy will 
never ceaſe, to bee your mercy; Satan offers much, and 
the world, and our luſts, but 1 They arc not good for 
the ſoul. 2 They are not {ure to bee had and unoyed, 

3. They ſtay nortlong, they quickly dic and vanithz bur 

whiles time doth laſt, whillt lite doth- laſt, whilſt cterairy 4 
doth laſt;Chriſt will laſt ro be yours;8 all good by Chrilſt, | 
will laſt to be yours; Jeſus Chriſt will ſertte himſelt, who is 

our belt good; and all bappineſs,which is the beſt portion; 

and to all cterinity, which 1s the longeſt poſlehon; O,, 

who ſhould ! who would refuſe ſuch an offer as this ! 

5 Por the condition of it, which 1 altogether ſo graciont; For the cond;« 
as you have formerly heard, you cannot haye a better tion of ir;it is 
good upon better termes ; you cannot have the leaſt Sracioas 
good, aiter which you do ſo much drudge upon ſuch 
good termes;} you cannot haye your ſinful pleaſures 
and cnjoyments upon ſuch termes;you can have nothing G< ; 
whatſoever upon ſo good, fo wr" 4 ſafe termes, as you © 
may. have Chriſt, and all ſaving good which Chriſt doth- -_ 
offer this day unto your ſouls. 

5. Tou cannot looſs any thing by the accepting of Chriſt You cannor 
in his ſaving and gracious offers, nothing at all,. you can- loſe any thing 
not loſe, -; hroag "me 

I Toxr yeputation by it, for te as miny a5 received him, Your ———_ 
be gave this dignity to becorse the Sons of God, Joh, 1, 12, tion. 

2 Towr 


320 Matives to refuſe Chriſt no longer. Chap. 5. 
Your libirty. 2 Yoxr liberty by it; if the Son ſhall make yee free; jee 
| ſhall bee free indeed, Joh. 8.36, Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty, 2 Cor, 317, youarein bondage 
_ rill you receive him. | | 
Yau: proti'ss -- -3.. All your profits bytt; bee berame poor, that you through 
his.poverty might bee rich, x Cor, 8.9, fo that 1 may gain 
Chriſt ( Lucrifaciam, make a better bargain) ſaith Paz!, 
Phil. 3.8. Chriſt is the beſt bleſſing, and hee adds unto, 
and crowns all your other bleſſings, - TED: 
Yourpleafures. 4 Your pleaſures and joy by it; 0» whom beleeving yee re= 
joyced with joy nnſpeakable, and fwll of glory,x Petar, 8, At 
his right hand there are pleaſures for evermore, Pal. 16,11, 
Y. ur peace. 5 Your peace by it, for hee 3s our peace, Epheſ; 2. 14, and 
by hin wee have peate with God, Rev. 5.1. | 
Y. ur life. 6 Your life by it; for hee that hath* the Soy, hath life, 
1 Joh. 5.12, Hearkenunto mce, and live, Iſa. 55. 2. 
Your pgood-fel- 7 Yowur good-fellowſhip by it ;our fe!lowſhip is with the Fa- 
lowſhp. ther, gd with his Sor Feſns Chrift, 1 Joh. 1.3,  * 


Your ſafety. 8 Tour ſafety by it, O my Dove that art inthe clefrs of the 
. eock,Cant, 2, 14- EPCIER 
vour hopes. * 9 Yonr hopes by it; Chriſt in you the hope of glory, Col. 
2.27. You can ay rs our fins by itz and that loſs is 
al 


your gain, as hee ſaid of his riches which hee threw into 
the Sea, being purſued for them by pyrates, the loſle of 
theſe is my ſafety. I had periſhed,it they had not periſh- 
You cannor 6 You cannot bat be loſt, if you continue to refuſe him, 
bur tce loſty if 7F our Goſpel bee hid, it zs bid to them that are loſt, 2 Cor, 
ap "TIA 4.3. In nhowtheGodof ths world hath blinded the minds 
? T7 of t hems which beleeve not, leſt the light of the glorious Goſpel 
of Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhould ſhine in them, yer, 

4. But wharis itrto bee loſt> theres the loſs .of riches, of 

triends, of comforts, of eaſc, oflife, of body, and there 

is the loſs of the ſoul, which is x Spiritual, the loſs of 

God, and the loſs of Heaven. 2. Univerſal, the loſs of 

all. 3  Grievous.. 4 Irreyocable, ;You . do affuredly 

' know, thar your ſouls are neceffarily 1n a loſt condition, 

and that rhere is no {alyation for them, bur Chriſt, oo 

tnat 
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net to have known the way of | righteoaſnefſe,, then after 


Chap.s | Motirves to refuſe Chriſt no longer. : J2T 


that faith/is the only conditien of life, as he ſaid to Chrilt , 
Maſter ſave ws elſe wee periſh, How can a Sinner bee ſa- 
ved;it he will ſtill refuſc ſalvation Mcrcy cannot ſave 
him who will not have mercy : Chriſt cannot ſave him 
who will not haye Chriſt; how [hall we eſcape, if we neglett 
ſo great ſalvatien?Heb., 3, 3. Y | 
Seventhly, The offers which Chriſt makgs nntoyou,will Th. offers 
wot bee alwaies, nor can they be long : Our life is buta which 
ſhort ſpan, our daies are ſoon at an end, our hours will Chriſt makes 
quickly bec ſpent: we have but one day ofa ſhort and I m— 
uncertain life, and Chriſt goes nor beyond a day in his —_— "RY 
-gracious offers: O! if thous hadſ# knows in this thy day, © 
'Lukec 19, 42- To day if you will hear bis voice, harden not 
your hearts, Heb.z.15, my fprrit ſhall not alwayes ſtrive 
"with man, Gen, 6. 3, Whiles wee preſume on the next 
'ycar, wee may bee in our grayes the next day; and 
if your day bee gone, you are undone; wee may bee 
roo late, wee cannot bee too ſoon for Chrilt and falya- 
ion, | | 
There are many great uncertainties : the leagth 
of mans lite, the length of - the Goſpel, the length of 
Chriſts dealing with the ſouls of Sinners ; And there 
are ſeveral parts of great wiſdome, | q 
x Betimes to prepare for death. \ 
2 Betimestro know and tear God, 
3 Bctimes to repent, 
4 Berimesto make ſure ofheaven, 
5 Betimes to accept of the gracious offers of Chriſt, 
_ Eightly, It had been much better for #« that wee had 1,pjp2.. 


never heard of theſe gracious offers of Chr ift g if wee will 'bercer never © 


continue ts fleight and refuſe them, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks have deord 
of APpoſtacy, 3 Pet. 2.21,1t had been better for them, "Ile offers, 
than to lcighs 
they bave knownit , to turn away from the holy commande- _ 


- ment delivered unto them, Yo ſay-lot refulers and fleigh- 
ters of Jeſus Chriſt in his loving and gracious offers, 


it had beca bertes for you never to haye heard them, 
52:37; 11. Me ;;-i{. 


— — —— OS 


[ 


322The (ure of a fleighting aud refuſing Heart Chap. 6: 
then having heard them to refuſe them, {Heb. 12.: 25. 

See that ye yefuſe-not him that ſpeakgth: for if they eſca- 

ped mot who vefuſed him that ſpake on earth, much more 

fhall not wee eſcape, if we turn away from him , that ſpecherh 

from heavey, Mat, 11,21. tie nnto thee Chorazin, Woe 

»nto thee Bethſaida.for if the mighty work: c,22,v,1t ſhall 

bee more tollerable, for Tyre and Sidon.at the day of judges 

went then for you; not that the: gracious offers of Chriſt 

arc 11 chorkelies finful and damning, :but the refu- 

{19g of theſe offers (which are iſo gracious) darh there- 
fore extreamly heighten our guilt, agd our moſt juſt 
condemnation. Thete 1s more that will come jn a- 
gainſt vs, -andmor-thar will bce daid ro.our charge in 
th2 day of judgement, than to: the, charge of .others. 
O! but yauhad the Goſpel preached wunroyou, which 
others had "not : O ! but you had ſacha Chriſt made 
known unto/yory which others!hadmot: O-!.but Chriſt 
offered you ſnch free love, ſuch xich merey, ſuch 
a glarious ſalyation which others heard nor of : O! 
bur Chriſt did fo intreat wou, > fallow you. :fo im- 
portune you, {o call, ſowair, ſothreaty fopromiſe,and 
yet you would not hearken, yet: you. ſtan your hearts 


againſt him, 


- SECT.YV; 


Vſe3 O many Sinners {eight and wefuſe Jeſus 
in; Ms D Chrift; 1nhis :faving: and -; gyacions otters > 
Biremon Then ler "ſuch of us, as havebeen guilty of this great 


NET Il Bee perſwaded tw receive a word of | direftion this 
from a ſlcigh- day , what courſe totake, that wee may \bee;freed of this 
zing and icfus xegleding, fſeighting, vetuſmg' heart, < _ _ 

Tg bear. |. ; FPhere arc twoſores affl:tghters andreiulers. of Chriſt 

Infhis gracions cffers. | Wh . 

'- 1 Sorne ave iwvillully bbrdeved, awd. deſperately malici- 
094; who refuſe rohearkens and pull away the ſhoulder, 
and ſtoptheir ears;that they ſhouldnot hear :. yeas they 

make Ae hearts as arlfidamanr ſtone; leſt they —_ 

| car 
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Ghap;6. he:Cure af a fleighting and refuſing H eart.32z3 


hcar : Theſe are the men whom the Apoſtle calls ab- 
ſurd or uxreaſonable, 2 Thel. 3. 2, and God (ina judicial 
way) bath given up to their own. hearts luſts, Pal, $1, 
It to. 4, reprobate minde, Rom- xt, 28, Their ears 
are. dull of bearing, and they havecloſed their eyes', 
leſt they ſhow!d ſee with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and ſhould bee converted and healed, as the 
Apoſtle ſpcaks, At#.28. 27. for this fort of men, who 
will not bee perſwaded , though' enough bee ſpoken 
to perſwade them, and whoare refolved not ' to. fee 
their Sin, nor to adtnir. of any: counſel, ] know not 
what to ſay, nor what to. do, ualeſſe ir be to mourn and 
weep. over them, asChriſtdid; oyer Fer»ſalem for her 
obſtinacy and perverſnefle. | 

Secondly, Some: are at leaſh in ſome degree ſenſible 
of their ſin of refuſing, and ſleighting of Chriſt, aud are in 
ſonge *meaſure willing defrour to know, how they may 
bee freed and delivered fromwit: Andarethere indeed a- 
ny. ſuch. here at this time, any whoſe cyes God hath c- 


pened,, any whoſe hearrs God hath reached > they - 


would notany longer beeunkinde to Chriſt, nor ſtand 
out againſt him; you would indeed know the way, 8c. 
then hearken to mee, 5 98 
There are bx things, which if any Sinner could get, 
aſlucedly hee would Sleight and: Refuſe Chriſt in his 
{aving, and gracious offers no more 
x Thefad fighr, 
2 The wounded ſpirit, 
3 The right ſurvey. 
| 4 Thg goodly glafle, 
5 The rencwed heart. 
- 6; The, bowing knee, | 
1 The [ad fight, my meaning is, itthe Sinner did know 
what it is to bee a Chriftleſte finner , hee would not 
Slcight nox refuſe Chriſtin his offers, There are three 
pitti ublghtx. | £ Dt anert 
I Ty ico on: hell, - 
2 1lofeeal PAITS OF MCFcY» | 
\ 4 Toſcea foul refuſing Chriſt, and forfaking his own 
JQ4ARZ 1erCiee 


$ix things 
which if an 
could zet,they 
would ſ1cizhe 
Cl rx {no more 


The ſad fight. 


324 The 
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wh} 51 IIETESD "24 mule a 0 6 - i o | 
cies. Tfa'difeaſed man' were in the Phyſicians hands,” 


it.che weak child were ia the Parents arms, if the poor: 
man: wereat the rich mans table, if the purſued man 


were in; the City at refuge, ifthe indevred man were'irr | 
rhe furetics houſe, it the condemned man were in rhe-- 
Princes favouriit rhe travelling man at ſea; were in the - 
ſhip; Theſe conditions would not atford any thing of” 


{adneſſe, for miſcry hath, in-it little of miſery, when 
the help of miſery is protons and fufficient: Bat, ro 
bchold a heart-lick, and diſeaſed man, and no Phyſii- 
an to hcal and cure him, bur ro behold a weak new-born 
infant,and no Fathcr, nor Morher,nor friend to pitty 
hita : but, to bchold a poor wretched, ſtarving man, 
and no door to go unto for a. crum of bread: bur, ro 


| beholdtheavenger of bloud purſuing the guilty,and no 
| gatgof refuge opened: bur, ro behold the indebted man 


arreſted, and charged, and no ſecurity to pur in Bayle 
or to bce bound for him : bur, robehold the condem-' 
ned. man., and no hope of favour and mercy to bee 
ſhown. unto him.;- but, to behold one irr the midſt of 
the Sea., and noboar, or ſhip, or rock to ſave him,theſe 
are very {ad fights indeed, | - 

. And yet this, and worſe than this, 1s the condition 
of every Chriſtlcfle Sinner : (Is there any ſoul-Phyf1- 
tian bur Chriſty, is there any fricnd, is there any relief 
but Chriſt > any help to flyc umo', any ſurety or advo- 
catc, any deliverance bur Chrift) heis the dilcaſed man 
who hath no Phyſirian, hee is.the miſerable © Orphan , 
who hath no friend : hee is the poor wretch, whom 
none will relcive : hee 1s the gaiky: perfon,' who hath 
noretuge from the avenging wrath of God: hee is the 
extreamly indebted man; who ear find no: firety :- hee 
is the condemned man, and there is no mercy for him: 
hce is in the Sea. and there is no ſafety nor help for 
him. There are Six things which you may ſafely af- 
firm of every Chriſtlefſe Sinner -. hce is 'n Life-lefte. 


. 2 Eaſcleſle, © 3 Feizndlefſe? 4 Worthlefle, 5 Help- 


leffe, ' 6 Hopcleſſe, There isthe Law of God, and he 
| EET cs 
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Chap.6TheCure of 4 ſleighting and. refuſing b-4re; ; 


lies under the curſe of it ; there is the guile of ſin, and hee 
lies under the condemnation of it; there is the terrour 0 
conſcience, .and hee lies under the fear of it; there is the 
jaſtice of God, and hee lies under the wrath of itz there 
1s mercy, bur hee ſhall never taſte ir; there ts Heavens 
but bee ſhall neyer ſee it; there is death, an 
meet with itz there is the judgement-ſzat> and hee ſhall 
{tand before ir; there is a righteous ſentence to b2 paſſed» 
and hee ſhall hear irs there 1s a place of torment,. and hee 
ſhall ecernally-fall ioro ir. O that all who ſkeight and re- 
fuſe Chriſt bad their eyes opened, ſo as clearly ro behold 
the great,aud certain and unſpeakable miſery of a Chriſt-" 
lefle ſinner, could they, rn they then fleight and re- 
fufe Chrift any longer, by whom alone they are reſcued 
and delivexed from itz | _ 

2 Thewonnded ſpirit; There is the hiftorical knowledge 
of fir, and there « the experimental knowledge of ſin; there 
is a pleaſing apprehenſion of ſin, and there 1s a wounding 
apprehenſion of fin : If the hearts and conſciences of ſin- 
ners had once an experimental and wounding apprehen- 
fionof their fins, they would not thus ſfeight, and refule, 
anditand out againſt Chriſt, they in Atts 3. 37, were 
wounded in their hearts, aud cry ont, what ſhall wee do? 
Saul was wounded'in his ſpirit, and hee crics- out, Lord, 
what wilt thox have mee to do ? A, 9.6, The Jaylor was 
woundcd in his ſpirit, and hee came in trembling, and cried 
ont, Sirs,. what. ſhall F do to bee ſaved? AQ. 16, 30, Be 
fore their hcarts were wounded, they: diall oppoſe and 
flezghr Chriſt, they in MF, 2. dexzed and murthered him: 
San! comemnccd and perſecuted him; - the 7ay/or evilly 
uked and: difdained him-;-bur. as ſoon as their hearts were 
wounded, they: lay down their armess they reſiſt and 
fleight no longer, they inquire for Chriſtz, and ſub- 
mit unto him, | | 

Thereare eight things in a ſinner, when his ſpirit. is 
wounded; 2 An exquiſite ſenſe of fin. 2 Anunſuppor- 
table burden of guilt, 3 A dreadful feeling of wrath. 
4 Aneverydaicsicar, of judgement, 5. An unavoidable 
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power of his difpleaſure and wrath. 


and Chriſt, and the offer of Chriſt, and the 


bur ler that phyſick into the body, O how fick is 


Ffubjeftion to the indirements and condemnations of cons 
Ffeierice, 6 Allſelt-confidences are broken down, + A 
perperual reftleſtneſs and diſtrattion. $ Urrer deſpair of 
Chriſt and mercy. O when the Lord ſets our ſins in arder 
before ma, when hee awakens conſcience, commands. it to 
fpeak, when hec himſelf will charge upon aur ſouls all 
| our guilr and abominations and conn into our ſpiricthe 
|, allure you, that 
| | the ſpirit of man will fail, and the foundations will 
| tremble, the ſtouteſt of ſinners will bee driven to their 
feet ; ſhame and confuſion will cover them, their proud 
reaſonings,and fooliſh cavillings, and ſturdy wills are 
broken to the duſt, all weapons drop out of oy" cg 
opes 0 
Chriſt; O how precious, how deſfireable, how acceptable 
are they, and will they bee to an heart thus wounded,and 
thus bleeding, and thus groaning ! Whiles the Phy lick is 
in the glaſs, there is no working,whiles the ſword is inthe 
{cabberd, there is no bleeding) and fainting, and: crying; 
whiles the burden is underfoort, there isno complaining; 
the man! 
and hee muſt have a cordial, and thruſt that fwerd 
through the body; whar fainting is there, what crying 
out for lite and help is there? pur that burden upon the 
ſhoulders, and now wee cannor. bear it, wee would bee 
delivered;\/So, before wee have an experimental ſenſe of 
fit before God makes it to bee. a dart in-our fides, a 
woundin our fpirit, a burden upon our conſcience; why, 
fin is light, and Chriſt is fleighted; I, but if the Loxd will 
make his arrows tocnter into our ſouls, and: our ſins ro 
ſtick in our conſciences; now wee begin to feel, ro com- 
plain, to cry out, O Lord | a wounded ſpirit who can bear > 
F have ſinned, what ſhall I do nnta thee, O thou preſerver 
of men is there no balmin Gilead > O wretched man that 
1 an! who ſhall deliver mee > 15 there not a Chriſt to. bee 
found ? will hee pitty andhelp a diſtretſed ſoul ? may ſuch 
aSinner as I have been, look up unto him? and will hee 
look down on mec > when will hee do it? upon what 
termes f 
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rexmes? -O! my ſoul values him above all; and thirlts. 
for him betore all : I willretuſe hun no more, I am can- 
tented to come in : O that my poor ſoul nughrinjoy chis 
oracious and ſaving Chriſt, upon his gracious aud iaving 
termes! \ 

3 The right ſ#rvey of our ſouls, aud what will become of 
them There are three excelent works in the right ſur- 
veying of our ſouls. Oae is re/cexe, to look back, .and 
finde out what they have done; a ſecond is inſpicere, to 
look iato-them: and obſcrve in what condition they are; 
the third is proſÞicere, to look forward and conſider unto 
what a coldition they are going. And I am confident, 
if Sinners would thus rightly ſurvey their ſouls, they.durſt 
not fleight Jeſus Chriſtin his ſaviag offcrs, 

I Reſpicite, look back, and finde.out what your ſouls have 
donest he ſaxl that fraus fall ate, ſaith GoJ;doch God ſay ſo 2 
O then my'fou! ! what-will become of thee ? art:thou.not 
finfl 2 have thy works been any but what are ſinful > 
Turn-thy ſclfa while uato thyſelf (nay, why art thou 
afraid, and why art thou aſhamed >) whartworks are 


theſe, and whole arc they > did God command them?- 


Ono! chaedid forbid and condemn them :. Canſt thou 


deny theſe oathes,and curſings, and:ſwearings,and-lyings, - 


and thefts;and whoredames, and Sabbarth-prophanari- 
ons, and ſcornes of -holinefle, and contempt oft the:Ga(- 
pel, and drunkenneſſe, and worldlinefſe, and canſt:chou 


The right ſur* * 
vey of our | 
ſoals, and whar 
will became.of 
them. 

3 Excellene 
works in the 
right ſurvey of 
our fouls. 


To look back, 
and finde whae: - 
eur ſouls have 
done. 


deny\them to bee {1ns, or tobee thy {tas > Y Thou ſhauld-- : 


«ft nothayeſianed ar allz-but it one day had becn a day 


of finning, the next day ſhould have been a day of morrn-- 


1ng and repenting :O ! but thou haſt added dranken-- © 
neflerothirſt, and every newday of living hath been a+. - 


new day of finning: And who muſt: anſwer: for all 
theſe? the-curle-is gone out againſt thee, and who ſhail 
ftay-ivfrom lighting - up2n-thee :: either thou- thy ſelf 
muſt anſwer,burt thenthou periſhes,orCheiſt maſt anfwer 
for thee and thenr;; but-will hee anſwer for thy fins, who 


wilt not anſwer.to his call ? becauſe thou funeſt; thou: 


«aalt not aulyerfor;fianing, and becauſe thou ..retuſelt 


Chr its 2 


———_— er 


| _ ©” 328 TheCwreof « ſighting and refuſing beart. Chap. 6 
| == = -- > Chriſt, Chriſt willnor anſwer for them: O my ſoul ! 
bow miſcrablearcthoa for thy ſins? bur how more mi- 
£crable arc thougit thou wilt continue to refuſe and fleight 

the warns of prrypai 1b Mu Ak 

no, 3 1n3Þicite, Look into, and obſerve in what preſent condi- 
Totenkopf is They have been ited, and ſhoold 
'thy preſence you then(ir ſtill, wichour a Chriſt ? nayz and they are ſo 
? condiriow  {}l, and worſe : what ! che diſeaſe worſe, and the wounds 


more, and yer negleR the Phyſician ! why, O my foul! | 

ſurely thou art not thy elf : $ nerict thou blameſt thy | 

ſins, yer ſtill thou keepeſt them; many times thou fearclt | 

_ wrath, yer {till thou kjndleſt it :/O ! how often doſt thou | 

© _erembletothink of dying a finner, and yet thou makeſt E: 
nothing of ir ſtill ro live a ſtaner ! former ſins may ſhew | 

y chee thy need of Chriſt, and preſent ſins do ue thee of | 
| a preſent neceffity of Chriſt, and Chriſt yer offers himſelf Þ* 
 apreſent remedy for all, and wilt thou wilfully peril 3 

who mayeſt Fer mercitully bee ſaved ? what it God | 

ſhould fay, ths night they ſat take thee away ; is heein a | 

preſent capacicy.tor Heaven, who is excluded by a pre- | 

{ent fleighting and refuſing of Chriſt} _ 4; 


To look for- 3 Profpicite, Look forward unto that eftate and conditi- 
wardrothe on unto which ſouls muſt go, Either they mult aſcend unto 
ſtare unto an eternal Heaven, or they muſt deſcend into an eternal 
——_ > Hell: Erernity is the ſtare for every ſoul ro fall into at- 
6% ter this life : Eternity ! and whatis that > /« i « fullpre- 

/ ſent, unchavgeable, everlaſting fraition of bleſſedneſſe, or 

> of wrath: Omydſoul! wecare upon the brink of this c- 

\/ C rernity : Hee that beleeves, ſhall have everlaſting life, and 
XN. ; hee that beleeves not, ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him, Wouldſt thou attain to everlaſting life? 

().chen come in and cloſe with Chriſt ! Wouldeſt thou | 

avoid cverlaſting wrath? O then refuſe a Chritt no 

more ! Beloved, if wee would thus ſurvey our ſouls, | 

- wee would no longer negle& Jeſus Chrift, Oſearch your | 

. fouls! O pity your ſouls ! bee nor unmerciful tro,your | 

... poor ſouls! If your ſouls bee (in your judgements) 

worth the faving, Jeſus Chriſt will ſoon appear x your 

carts 
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hearts -worth the embracing and raking. - _ ns 
4 Thegoodly Glaſs : My meaning is, get a clear and The goodly 

ſolid knowledge of Chriſt; Had they knownit, they would Glals. 

nt have crucified the Lord of $/ory, I Cor. 3,8, fo fay I 

did Sinners know Jeſus Chritt, 'they would not thus 

fleight and refuſe him, Vyhen Mofes gotuvon CMonne 

* Piſgah, and ſawtheLand of promiſe, O Lord, faid hec, 

* I praythee let mee go over and ſee the good Land that is be< 

youd Jordan, the'gcodly HManntain, and. Lebanon, It wee > | 

could get ſpiritual cyes, and a ſpiritual light to behold 

the glory of the Lord,the glorious excellencics in Chriſt, 

and | excecding riches of his glorious grace, in the of= 

fers of ſalvation to us; wee would bee enamoured with 

cher;we would moſt carneſtly long and thirſt afrer thers: 

I will not ſpeak of his perſonal excellencies, but | only. of 
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his excellent and prectous offer; there are fix excellent = -—"——_ 
chings in them. x The deepeſt pitty. 2 The loweſt con- cars ptocks 


deſcention. 3 .The. freeſt love. 4 the ſieerelt mercy. ous offer. 

$ The fulleſt goodneſs. 6 The only happinelle, _ 

£7 x The deepeſt pitty: Why doth Chriſt look after you, Th* deepeſt 
= fſendtoyon, callupon you, offer 'unto you > It is meer P'*Y* 

© pitty and compaſſion unto you; incyery offer of Chrilt, | 
you may ſee the yery heart and bowels of Chriſt cowards 

you :my heart yearns over them, I would do them good, 

1 would ſave themyI cannot bee at reſt to ſee them in ſuch 

a wretched and loft condition ! 


"2 2 The loweſt condeſcention: When Chriſt makes his The loweft 4 
'Z offers to you, hee humbles himlelt ſo far as tobee your **Eſcemian, / 
EZ :ſcrvant, that heemay bee your Sayiour : Hee is con= 

© tenrto attendyou, to ſtand at your door, to intreat youz 

= ro bepge of you, to wait upon you: Will you bee plea» 

EZ fcd to haveyour Saviour? will you be pleaſed to receive 

- move pardons ? will you bee plealed to accept of life ?.O ! 

- cannot bur weep to ſee the glorious Chriſt ſirring, and 
|7} waiting, and weeping at the door of ſinners ! never was 


there ſuch a condeſcention as this ! 4 Bs 
3 The freeft offers : Chrillseracious offers are but ſo The freeft of- 
many tokens Of loye,treatics ol oye,the impartings of his fers. 
r heals ©. 
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heart unto you; breaking open of his minde arnto your: 
would matry yorrreo my ff, I would be yours; I would 
have you to bee mine, I would beſtow my ſelf upon you, 
and-alll have upon you this is that which I incend in 
all my offers: O, thisis l6ye indeed to us ſinners, to pull 
| uSoutofhell, roraifeusfrom che dunghill, co bring us 
into union withy hrift, to injoy himſelf. 
X Thefweetet 4 The ſweereff woo : mercy '1$ a Sweet gg 0P, 
MICtcye pardoning mercy is a pleafant fountain nor finer but 
necds it, no finner but is happy in the injoyment of it, 
and Chrilts offers have this mexcy in them : All your 
_abepnies ſhall beefaidon mee, f will bear them, 1 will 
wath chem away inmy blood, I will bee your arone- 
ment atid peace, . | : 
The fulleſt 5 The Lf goodnefſe : Chriſts offers are full treaſures, 
gocdnels, + hee neyer offers an imperfe portion, nor tefle than thar 
which will folly afid perfetly fct 'up the finner: You 
| aredead, here T offertife royor; you are gwilry, here I 
offer parFn lo you; you are enemies, here I offer -re- 
 .. Conciliation to you; you are wicked, 'hete T ofter my ho- 
lineffe t0Joy : you are ungodly, and here I offer my 
righreouſneffe.to you; you are troubled, here I offer 
cotiifort to you ; - you net Atl; here I offer all unto your 
*'6. Thednly happineſs * Of fits !” there is Chriſt to bee 
had, in'all che ofters of Chrift; ard there is no lefle than 
evcrlaſting gloxy to bee had in” the offer of Chriſt - ,rake 
. theoffer, and you take-Heayen with it; , conld you bur 
{ce theſe thirigs , offers of Chrift; wotild yee fleight 
| 24d would yee refufe them any mote When you hear 
what Chriſt offers, whert you hear him: calling on you; 
come and buy, aid now could fay, this zs the voice of my be- 
loved, this is note other than the compaſſronate Chriſt, who 
Pitties' my foul: this is none other but the owl Chrif,who 
intreats for my foul : this. is note other brtt#+he Jovi 
Chrift, who would marry my foul: this isnone other, 
.. the we 1 Chriſt,*"whio would pardon tny- foul ; this is 
- .none other but the bountiful Chrift, who would fully bleſs 
wy foal: this is none other biit rÞe grarrone OMe, _ 
Hap . would 
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would cverlaſtingly (ave wy ſoul: how could you 


feighr him 2 


5 The rengwed heart : getbur this, and the work is Getthe renew {} ) ? 


done : Yau may, I confetle, break dowa the ignorance 
of unbelceet, andyerthe ftuncr may ſtand oft trom Chriſt: 
you may break dowirthe ſtupidity of unbeleet, and yer 
the ſinner may liand off from Chriſt ;, vou may break 
down the argunents and cavilsof unbeleef; and yerthe 
ſinermay ftand off ftrom-Chrilt ; ail may bee ſaid; : that 
any Miniiter of Chriit .cao ſay othim, and yet the fm- 
ner may ſtand oft from Chrift, But could you ger this 
one thing, axcenewed.couvyerted hzart, you would nor, 
nay, you cond not fiand outany longer, inot one minute 
longer againſt Chriſt, P/al. 119,93. Thy people fhall bee 
willirg in the day of thy powers | 

There are three things -in renewing or .converting 
STACEs | 
” 1 Itispredominant, much rooftrong for the rebellion 
of mans heart, for God therein doth omnipoteatly work, 
and none can lethim. 

2 Itis effetwa/: It makes the greateſt chanse that 
can bee in a finner, ir makes him a new creature; it 
changeth the hearr of loxe (this is the ſtubborn and re- 
liſting heart) into 4 beart of fleſh, this is the yeelding and 
fubrmttiog heart, j 

. 3 Ir is rorally proveili: there is not any one faculty 
of the ſoul, which it dorh not ſubdue, and bring in, and 
lay down atthe fect of Chriſt : Ir is a new principle in 
the whol- ſoul, a new forming of all, a rexewed Judge- 
ment, ard (rs Chriſt avove all; rexewed will, will cloſe 
with Chriſt before all ; a renewed heart is all for Chriſt ; 
Chriſt is thedefire of it, Chriſt is the love of it, Chriſt is 
the delight of it, Chriſt is the only (atisfattion-unto 


it, | 

6 The bended knee: If thy ſoul could but once come to 
bend in prayer, 1 ſh-uld not doubr, bur that thy hearc 
would quickly bend unto Chriſt : did you indeed 1 Sce 


the ſinfulacſs of your former refuſals. 2 Obſcrve the pre- . 


Rr 2 ſent 


—— 


ed heart, 


Three things 
in renewing 
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It is predo- 
minanre. 


It is effeRual, 


Ir is rorally 
prevailing. 
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fent power of your unbeleef, 3 Your own infufficiency 
to overcome that power, and hereupon conld lye low 
before God, and wreſtle with him in prayer, for the ſpi - 
rit of faith; Lord 1. do thou perſwade my foul, do thou 
drawn my ſoul :. O bleſſed Chriſt ! who art willingto 
fave mce, make mee willing to reccive thee ! Thos haſt 
received gifts for men, even for the rebellious alſo, that the 
Lord God might dwell among them, Pſal. 68. 18. pourc out 
this gift upon my ſoul, ſubdue my heart untothy ſelf. 
Entrcat no longer, but command, command no longer, 
but make my heart to ſtoop untothee ;: O Lord ! this is 
a ſad condition, to.bee ar»enemy to thee, to Chriſt,. and 
tomy ownlſoul ! pitty and help one, who ſees reaſon c- 
nough to come in to Chritt, but hath not ſtrength enough 
ſorodo! Iſce Hell, in a retufing of Chriſt; O con- 
quer my unbelceving heart: I ſee Heaven, in the accept- 
ng of the offers of Chriſt : O create in mee a beleeving 
heart : a willis wanting bur thou canſt give itz a power 
is neceſlary, but thou canſt exprefle it - All things obey 
thy will : do but fay, I will that thou bee willing, and I 
a pecan bee willing : Workin mee to will, of thy good 
pleaſmre, | 
To conclude this Argument, If you would ſtand out 
againſt Chriſtno longer, and refixſe his gracious offers no 
more. then get all your chains to bee broken. There are 
twelve chainsthat nold finners ſo faſt and ſo ſtrang, that 
until they bee broken, you will never come off from. | 
che {leighting and refuſtagot Chriſt in his ſaving and gra- 
cions cffers. | | ; 
x The chain of Darkneſfe.. 
- - + Thechain of Prejudice. 
3 The chain of Folly, 
4 The chain of Stupidity. 
5 The chin of Security, 
| 6 Thechain of Pride. 
| | 7 Thechainof Hell; the love of Sin;. 
| 8. Thechain of the world;. 
| | - 9: Thechainofdeſperarenclle, 


Chap. 7 Foolefh Sinners purſue chat Which 


- 30 Thechain of Deſpair. | | 
x11 Thechain of Wiltulneſle. 
x3 Thcchain of Carcleſsneflcs 
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wherefore do you ſpend mony, for that which «© mot bread, 
and your labour for that which ſatis fies not? & ce 


CHAP, VIL 


profits not. 33 


MMMES PHP Ou have heard of the puners ingrati- 
WILLY "SN A _ tndes in the fleighting and olaling 
of Chriſtzin his {aving and gracious 
offers : Iam now to ſpeak of the 
Sinners foslifpneſs; who might caft- 
ly injoy all good by Chriſt, bur hee 
will rather buſy, and moil, and 
ſpend, and perplex himſelf for that 
which can bring him in no good at all. This vain folly: is 
taxed here in the text (wherefore do yee ſtend mony, for that 
which i not bread? &'c,) whence obſerve, | "OY 
2 Doct., That finners are earneſtly labiutring and trading _—_ wn wa 
for vain and unprofitable things, when, and thowgh the great eter Arm 
things of Chr;ſt are. graciouſly offered unto them: but this ings, when 
is an exceeding folly in them: Or, That fooliſh. Sinners the grear 
purſue that which will never do them good; when Chriſt things of . 
offers to them all ſaving good.. -Here they ſpend their —_— 
mony, and for what 15 that coſt ? for that which is not 
bread : here they ſpend their labour, and what is-it for 
which they labour? for that which ſatisfies not : Surely, 
to lay out our mony tor that which is not bread, this is to 
becar.coſt for that which is but vain: and to bee labori- 
ous.tor that which can never give fatisfa&tion; this is ro 
labour for that which is unproficable : And yer youſec 
herc, that Sinners, unto whom Chriſt © ne, yan 
r 3 and, 
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| d 4 
All things be+- 


his offers are 
vain and un- 


Sinful :bje&s 
Arc Vain 


and milk without money, and without price, they neg+ 


FdesC hriſt and 


lect rhele ſaving and gracious offters and lay. out all 
their ttocks and all their pains, tor that whichisnor 
bread, and that which fatisfies not» And wherefore do 
yourhus > faich Chriſt (wherefore do you fpend your mo- 
ney for that which # not bread?) why are yee fo ſanple 
and tooliſh > to preter the melile of pottage, before your 
birth-right, this was the extream foolithnefle of Eſax, 
To preter the taſte of an Apple before the happineſſc of 
Paradiſe, this was the extream foolilhnefle.of Adew:to 
prefer the thirty peeces of Silver before Chriſt,this was 
more then foolithnefle in}#das: When men may have all 
faving and everlaſting good by Chrift, ro neglect this, 
andro take up their hearrs and lives, their care, their 
ſirength, their patns, for things that will never pr ofit 
them, O ! what fooliſhnefle 1s this, even For {ing va- 


' wities to forſake their own mencies, 


— Therearefour things for the opening of this afſler- 
t10N, | 


x That all other things,befides thoſe which Chriſt doth 
offer, are vain and unprofitable, 

2 Thar Sinners dolaboriouſly purſue them, when 
yct Chriſt doth offer unto them, the chucfeſt good for 
rheir ſouls, | 

3 Why finners doſo ? 

4 The extream tolly of this, 


SECT. L 


Hat all other things, beſides thoſe which Chrift doth of- 

fer unto Sinners, are vain, and wnprofitable, Theſe 
other things mult bee either 

x Sinful objeas. 

2 Or worldly objeRs. | 

3 Or other wayes tor ſalvation, thanſuch as Chriſt 
2x win and all oi them are vain and unproti- 
tavIc. 

1 That ſinful Objefts are vain, and will : never do ” 
$9902 


Chap. 5- . are vain and nnprofitable. 


goody. This Luppſe will bee allemed uno by you all, 


they are called-/ ain th:»gs which canner profit, 1 Sam. 


x2, 21, what profit had you inthoſe things whereof yow are 
now aſhamed > Rom, 6: 21, "Fhey are like the: Prophets 
Rotten girdle, which was profitable for nothing, Jer, 13.7. 
There is ſome good to bec had from every thing bat fin, 
ſome good by croflcs, and loſſes, fome good by trou-: 
bles in conſctence, -fome good by the reproaches of e- 
vil men, but no good by 111, neither doth the body, nor 
doth the ſoul get any good by it. | 

2 That worldly Objetbs are vain and will ngver do ur 
ſonls good: this alſo iSevident z what fpall it profit aman 
fo gain the whole world and to looſe his ſoul, Mar,16,26.T how 
Fool, this night (hall they takg away thy ſoul, and then 
whoſe ſhall the[e things bee, Luk, 2,20» Had you as much 
honour and digaity, had you as much riches and plen- 
ty, had you as much pleaſure and delight,as ever mor- 
tal men enjoyed, theſe poſlibly may hinder and undo 
your fouls,but they can never further or ſave your ſouls: 
your ſouls are notwithſtanding all theſe, tully under 
_ the dominion of ſin,and under the guilt of {in,and under 
the wrath of God, and ftill as poor and needy, and mi- 
ſerable,. and wretched. Ir is impoilible ro make upan 
eſtate for the ſoul, out of any creature, or out of the 
whole world : Look on your fins, and look on your 
miſcries, and look on your ſouls, and look on your 
conſciences aid lookon all the world : Ir 1s nothing, 
and it can do nethinsg at all: what one fin is- all the 
world able to diſcharge > what one miſery 1s it able to 
| 4rec-you from > what one grace can bee raiſed:'out of 
all the treaſures of carth > what one word of peace can ir 


{peak, or what the leaſt eaſe can ir give to a troubled- 


Worldly 05- 
jeRs are vain. 


conſcience > 'The favour. of God, the mercy of God, + 


the hope of heayen, the renewing of the hearts /the juſ- 
tification'of a ſinner, the peace with God, nothing, no- 
thing, at all, which hatha preſent- or future reference 
untothe foul, hath any relation at all, or any depen- 


denceat all. upon the world, or any worldly objeQ ; 


you 


_— - 


335 Allchings beſides Chriſt and bis offers Chap. 7 


Other wayes 
of ſalyation 
thea ſuch as 
Chriſt pro+ 
P ounds, are 


Vain, 


you have the loye of the world, and yet God may hate 
you;-.you haye the honour of the world, and yer God 
ay deſpiſe you; you have the riches of the world,and 
yet your ſouls may bee poor : you have the delighrs of 
the world, and yet your conſciences may bee in rorment; 
you may enjoy. all the world, and yer your foals haye 
nothing at all forheavens 
Theſc worldly things are of another nature, of another 
uſc,ot another end,and of another condition ; They are 
£00 courſe,too flat,too low, too impertinent, to9 inſuf- 
ficient, too empty, too vain, too uncertain, All the 
world cannot many times help you out of a worldly diſ- 
ſtreſle, how then can it help us out of a ſpiritual dif- 
ſireſle > All the world cannot many times confer on 
youthe leaſt worldly good, cannot give you the leaſt 
reſt, rhe lcaſt comfort, the leaſt hope, the leaſt ſtay, 
how thencan it confer any ſpiritual and ſayins good 
unto a ſoul? 
Thirdly, That other wajes of ſalvation (and indea- 
VOUrs 10 Wh then ſuch as Chriſt proponnas, are vain ard 
wnprofitable, and will come to nothing : lay any other 
foundation beſides Chriftzit will never hold : ſer up your 
good meanings,or your devout ſervings of God, or any 
of your good works rather, of picty or charity, they 
will fail you, they will deceive you, they cannot ſave 
youz they arenot bread, -you cannot live upon them, 
Gal.i, 9. {f any man preach any other Goſpel to you, then 
that you have received, let him bee — Cor.3.11, 
Other foundation can no man lay, than that 7s laid,which 
is Jcfus Chriſt, A; 4+ 135 there is no ether name nyder 
heaven given amongſt men, whereby wee muſt be ſaved, nei- 
ther u there (alvation by any other, | 
Now ler mee graſpe up theſe particulars again, rhat 
you may take-mee clearly, When I fay that Sinners. 
are carneſtly and laboriouſly purſuing after other things, 
aiter vain and unprofitable things, when Chriſt makes 
Ofter unto them of all ſaving good, my meaning is,that 
cicher they arethen carneſtly purſuing their ſinjul hefts, 
or 


Chap, are vain and unprofitable, by 


F © © NEPAD 


or elſerheir worldly luſts, or. elſe their ſelf-conceited 
laſts in a way of their own making for heayen',” yet I 
muſt tell you, that1cheifly intend the point of them, 
who under all the ſaving and gracious offers of Chriſt, 
are ſo far from comming into trade: with Chriſt, that 
they. wholly negl-& him and them and are onely and 
carneltly intent tor the world, and the things thereof, 
which you have heard to bce altogether vain and.un- 
profitable, 


SECT: II, 


2 Nd that Sinners do.thus, I ſball indeayour briet- 
ly to demonſtratc it unto you by Scriptures; 
Mar.22. 4. Behold I have prepared my Dinner, my Oxen, 
and my fatlings are killed, and.all things are ready, come 
rnto the marriage, yerſ, 5. but they made lightof it, and 
went their wayes, oneto ha / i another to his merchandiſe, 
ec, Here youlce the offers of Chriſt, and here you ſee 
Chriſt negletcd28& the farm preferredzthe marriage feaſt 
fleighted, and the merchandiſe tollowed : The like you 
may rcad in Luke 14,17, Come, for all things are rea- 
dy,verſ,18. And they all with one conſent began to make 
excuſe, the firſt ſaid; 1 have bought a peece of ground, and 
I muſt needs go and ſetit, 1 pray thee have mee excuſed: 
verſ.19, And another ſaid,T have bought five yoak of Ox- 
en, and | go teprove them, -l pray thee have mee excuſed: 
verl. 20. .: andanother ſaid, 1 have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come, Why? hereare gracious of- 
fers made by Chriſt : a grearſupper, all things ready, 
and theſe men cannot come, they are otherwiſe imploi- 
ed, they have the profits, andthe pleaſures of tht world 
ro:bok after, they have no leiſure to bee ſaved : the 
vain things of the world are preterr'd before the great 
things of Chriſt, the pecce of ground, the Oxen,nay>the 
very Swine areby the Gadarexs preferr'd before Chriſt, 
Jer.2, 13. My peeple have committed two great evils, they 
have forſaken mee the OAT” F living waters, and _ 
- | then 


Sinrers do 
purſue yain 
things when 
Chriſt is offer + 
ed tothem, 


— 


338 yain things are parſued when( rift is offered. Chap. 


Why ſinners 

do pnrlue vain 
thin gs th ugh 
C hriſt b: ofte- 


red 


Sioful men arc 
more ſenſible 
of enward 
han ſpiritual 
Wants. 


them out ciſternc, broken ciſterns that tan- hold no water, 


 Mark,10,21, Gothy way.feli whatſoever thou baſt and give 


to the podr,and thin ſhalt have treaſure in heavenzycr 22, 


' awd he was ſad it that ſajing,and went away grieved,for he 
had great poſſeſſions, | E 


SECT, UI. 


; VV Hy ts it thas> whence comes it, that when: 


Chriſt makes ſuch glorious offers to Sin - 
ners, they ſlcight and negleX them, and weary them- 
ſelves for very vanities, are ſo buſy and laborious af- 
ter the poor empty things of the world, which can do 
their ſouls no good at all > There are. many reaſons or 
cauſcs of this, I will mention + fome of themunto 


vou. TIE 

" Firſt, Becanſe fnful men are more ſenſible of ontward 
wants and miſeries, than they are of ſpiritual wants and. 
miſeries :. they quickly ſce and feel thoſe , but hardly 
ſee and feel theſe, and they ofrzu ſee rhe one, when 
perhaps they neyerſee the other. - This is a very truth, * 
that the eftimations and labours of mengare proportio-. 
nable torhe kinds of wants, and miſcries, which do) 'E 
upon men : Tf wee bee fully and rightly ſenſible of the 
wants and miſeries of our ſouls, nothing will bee more 
defirable aud welcome unto us-than Chriſt, and the 
things of Chriſt, mercy. love,jorgiveneſſe, peace with 
God, deliverance from fin and'wrath ; How will a poor 
diſtrefled finner think of theſe, and pray for theſe, and 
labour and ſtrive for thefe > And it wee þee deeply ſen - 
ſible of outward wants and miſeries, Why 2all our 
Rough and care, gad all our pains and time are laid 
out for outward thiags, for carthly things, which wee 


Took upon as helps andſaupplyes apient theſe. 


_ Now Sinful men are nor { af their ſpiricual 
wantsand miferies:: they know not the wants 1 rheix 

fouls, and the danger of thoſe wants y.they do ner tec 
the want and need of grace, of faith, of pardoning mere 
| -M.- EY 3 


- 


comforts, and ſpiritual profits; which Chriſt doth' 


Chap. 7 Why 


tl. Ht 5 Sath. & LR 


tk. FI T4 


— 


Sinners purſue roain things 32 


A 


cy, of a reconciled God, nor what incvitable danger at- 
rends them for ſuch wants; and they know noe the curſed 
nature, and curſed truits, and curſed merits, and infi- 
nite wrath and vengeance, which will betal them for 
their ſins; and theretore though Chriſt offers ro them all 
neceſlary and ſaving good, they refuſe him, and fleight 
them» Bur ſinful men are very ſenſible of outward 
wants and miſcries; and of the neceſſity to have 
them ſupplied, and to have them removed : O wee thall 
famiſh elſe ! wee ſhall bee undone elſe ; and therefore 
they will take carc, and therefore they will rake pains 
for th:m: they are more ſenſible of the loſs of carch, 
than the loſs of Heaven, of the danger to their bodies, 
than of the danger to their ſouls; of the want of the bread 
for this life, than otthe bread of lite; of ourward penury, 
than of crernal miſery. 

2 Becauſe ſinful men have a deeper infight intotheſe ont+ 
ward worldly vain things, than uxto the things which Chrift 
doth offer umts them: Chriſt offers unto then ſpiritual 
bleſfings in a ſpiritual way, yea, the belt of all bleſſings, 


* butſtill ina ſpiritual way : Hes offers unto them a ſpi- 


ritual love, a ſpiritual peace, a ſpiricual liberty, a ſpiritu- 
al redemprion, a ſpiritual pardon, a ſpiritual lite, a ſpiri- 
tual bleſtedneſſe : O ! bur Sinners know not the worth 
and excellency of theſe, and therefore they paſſe them 
over, and will nor come and trade for them : but they 
know what a worldly peace is, and what a worldly bar- 

ain is, and what awo:ldly comforris, and what world» 
y honour is, and what worldly delight is, and what 
worldly plenty is : They know rhe Onions axd the Fleſh- 
pots of Egypt, butthey know nor the hoxy, and the Milk. 


- 


leaſures, and worldly comforts, and worldly 
it they never had a taſte of ſpiricnal pleaſures, 
er 
to them, ' and therefore they negledt the offers! of Chir'ff, 
and bend their heart after the world, after rhat which is 
{10 Sy 2 Becauſe 


{ 2 


and the Oile of Canaan : they haye had a taſte of world! 


Sinful men 
have a deeper 
inſight into 
eutward, than 
into ſpicitual 


thing, 


| Why Sinners.purſue Dain things. Chap: 7. 


Finſul men 
lock more 3t 
tte prekent, 
than ar an crer- 
nal condition. 


; Sinfvl men 

i hve no: ſolid 

| and heavenly 
; p:iaciples. 


'3* Becauſe finful men look more at a preſent eondition, than 
at au eternal condition: How they m__ get and live for 
the preſcnt, than what they may get ſo as to live for 
ever-* they. have but narrow and ſhort thoughts, 'they 
have nor long and eternal thoughts, There 1s this pre- 
ſent life, and there is everlaſting lite, and there are things 
for the lite that now is, and there are things for the lite 
thar is to come © Riches, and honour , and carnal- de« 
lights, and the like, are things. for this preſent lite; and 
Chriſt, and Mercy, and Faith, and the like, arc things: for 
the life ro come : All thar Chriſt doth offer unto- Stnners, 
are neceſſary and cfic&ual for the life ro come, for a life 
after-this life, for eternal lifez bur fnful men are men of 
this life, and only for this-preſent lite, a preſent good, a 
preſent portion, a preſcar poſſeſſion; they do not minde; 
and conſider, and louk after the things that arc eternal}; 
nor that are for eternity : they are ſatisfied with what 
will make upa preſent.condition; and therefore though 
Chriſt offers all ſaving-goad for cternity; they negleCt it, 
and are ſcrambling after that only:whick-ts for their-pre- 
ſent life. | IS | | 
. 4 Becauſe ſinful men have not ſolid and heavenly princi- 
ples, aud yet they have all vain and worldly principles is 
thew, Every man moves and ſtirres,- according to his 
principles :. heavenly principles draw to Heaven, and 
worldly prineiples-draw. to the world :- the fire aſcends, 
becauſe it hath a light principle, and the earth deſcends; 
becauſe it hath an heavy principle. What-is the-reafon 
That ſome mens hearts are all for Chriſt; filled with 
Chriſt, longing for Chriſt, ſtill panting for a reconciled 
God, for his fayour: and mercy >. O!:they - have hea- 
venly principles in them, they have heavenly knowledge 
in them, and heavenly wiſdome in them, and heavenly 
faith; and heavenly loye, therefore Chriſt is theircenter, 
&c. of all which heavenly princples, fanfulmen are de- 
{titute; they know not God, they love nor Chriſt, 8c. 
therefore they.” haye not cars to hearken to him, nor 

Hearts tocloſe with him; bur they are filled with worldly 


—_— 


fore they let go the offers of Chriſt, and labour after yain 
things : offer a pearle to.a.dogge, and hee cares nor for 
it, offer but a crult ro a dogge, and.hee will run after it ; 
there is in the one a diflinufitude to his- natural princi- 
les, thercfore hee leights ir: but there is in the other a 
favlitude, ſomething thar is ſytable ro his nature, there 
fore hee cloſeth with 1t : So, 8c. . 
Thus you have heard, that ſinful menare laboriouſly 
working, and ſtriving for worldly things, for ; things 
which will do them no good, when Chriſt freely offers 
to them all ſaving —_ andyou hayc heard alſo the. 
cauſes of this, M1 


SECT. JW. 


Shall now. in the laſt place ſhew unto you, the- 
extreame fooliſhneſs of ſinners in this praltice of theirs, 

which is intimated in that word wherefore (wherefore do 
Jou ſpend mony for that which is not bread?) wheretore do 
youthis? q.d. This isſ{uch a fllineſs, ſuch a fooliſhneſs, 
for men to neglect all good, and yet to bee fo earncſt 
and ſo buſie for things which will do them no good: 

That this practiſe of Sinners is an extreame fooliſh- 
_ » may appear plainly, it you cogſide. cight. 
things. 

I Thedifterence of Objetts. | 

2 The ſimplicity of the Election. 

3 The waicsand termes of injoyment, . 

4 The condition of the ſoul. 

5 The gainsand the loſles. 


6 The preſent incomes by the one, and by the other; . 


_ 7 The laſtreſults and accompts, 
8. The contingency of poſſeſſion... | 
I The difference of the Objes, I mean. of the things 


Chap, 7- Fain things parſwed, aud Chriſt neglefieds 341 = 


principles, they have worldly hcarts, and worldly wiſ- . 
dome, and worldly affections,and vain mindes, and therec=. 


The fooliſh-_ 
neſs of finners 
in this praſtice, 


As appears 


By the diffe- * 


which Chriſt doth offer, and of thoſe. carthly.things at- ——_ of the 
cer which.the Sinner doth ſo cameſtly hours pur they Pee. 


3 in 


Fain things purſued, and Chriſt neglefted, Chap.7 


— — — TS nnd — 


in the ballavce; theſe will bee tound coo lighr, They are 
not to bee comparedtor excc}lencie,-or for neceſlitic, or 
. for utilicy;. the offers made by Chriſt arc the higheſt and 
chictelt; the kalt -good which Chritt doth offtcr, is more 
in every reſpect, than all che good which the world can 
afford, cither jr is Heaven-it ſelf, or cle ic is that which 
will briagyou to Heaven : All his offers are rreaſures, 
yca, precious treaſures, mote precious than all the gold 
and rubics, and pearls of the world. Now what a tolly 
is4t to neplefttheſe excellencies tor very vanities: As it 
one ſhould comemn a Crown, to - wear a feather, or a 
'Kingdome to get a coftage'in the wilderneſle, or a 
houſe fall of pearles for a Carr full of ſticks and 
{trawcs. | : 

2 The ſimplicity of the Eleftian: There is nothing which 
doth more diſcover the. wifdome and tolly in men, than 
their ele&tion and choice, either of ends, or waics, or ob= 
jeas.: To make choice of evi! before goed, ſhews that a 
manis a fool: Hereis Hell, and rhere is Heaven, To 
make choice of an im;ertivert. goad before a neceſſary good, 
ſhews folly: here 1s the  husks,, there is the bread, To 
make choice of th: #:«ff and meaneſt good, before the 
greateſt and chictelt good, 1s ſimplicity © bere is the ſtraw, 
and there is the crown. To make choice of that which 
willnever do a man good, before that which will do him 

ood for ever; this is ſillineſs: here is vanity, there is ſo- 
Rider: To make choice of a flecting, reeling, inconſt ant 
good : when a man may. have a real, full, table, and un- 
changeable good, this isextreame fhallowneſs of judge- 
ment - here is the - Gewrd, there is the inheritance; yet 
thus do Sinners, who preter the world: and labour for : 
that, when Chriſt ofters unto them all . faving good: 
Herein they make a ſhameful choice;they chuſe rhe worſt 
betore the beſt, the meancſt, loweſt, irrelpeRive, impro- - 

er, unuſetul, uncertain good, the ſhadow. before the ſub- 
| es HAD Vatth ny s _— nay venue _— / 
| nay, Icfle thant yanity, navy nothing, nay... leflc No= ? 
| Gs here rhe ; bleffed Chrity, before. ey. - >» 
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I: the extreameſt Folly; 


Chap-7 


bleſſed favour of God, before themoſt bleſſed mercy, 


betore the- moſt bletied blefſedneſs > This is a greater 


| follyzrhan that oi the Prodigel/,who might have had bread ' 


enough in his Fathers houſe, and jet did feed on kuks which 

the Swine did leave. ro 
, 3 The wajes and termes of enjoyment : Tf a man 

have a better eſtateſetled upon him, more commodious, 

more delighrſome, more firm, and tor nothing, without 

any charge and-coſt unto him, and yer hee would fleight 

this, and will nceds lay our. all that hee hath for a barren 
ofleffion, in anunhcalthy place, altogether encombred 


with doubtfulneſfle of title, and uncertainty. of enjoy=- 


ment; ſurely this man wzrea very tooliſh man :.and ſo 
indeed is the Sinner, who hath offered unto him by 


By the waics 
and termes of 
enjoyment. 


Chrilt, rhe beſt eſtare,. the beſt 'inherirance (fach a loys, ' 


ſucha righteouſneſs, ſuch mercy,ſuch p-ace, fuch riches 
of grace, fuch a crown of lite and glory) and all this for 
nothing, upon free gi't, and no more is required, but to 
come and take poflc{It5n of them all; yer hee fleights all 
this, and ſp2nds his cares, and d2fires,-and ' labours, and: 
daics, and life, tor that whicts perhaps hee ſhall never. 


9-r, or not long 1njoy, and what hee doth injoy, is no-- 


thing elſe but yaniry» and vexation'ot fpirir. . 


4 The condition of the ſrml, No folly like this for a By the cendis- 


man tonegle&, and to loſe his: ſoul, . The ſoul of every 
man i1shis moſt excellent part, and it is his moſt mife- 
rable part, and his-moſt uadeared part t*rhe wants of the 
foul are the greateſt wants; the miſcries ofthe foul are the. 


faddeſt miſcries, the dangers of the ſoul are the higheſt 
dangers, and the loſs of the ſoul is the dreadfulleft of all . 


loſſes, and the negleR of the foul is the fooliſheſt: of all 
neglefs; nothing 1s well, ifthe ſoul bee illy . and all is 
well, if bee well withthe ſoul - "The fonl is-che ſhip in 


which all is yup if that bee fale, all is ſafe, ifthar ſinks, 

the conditions of men, for the preſenz,, and ;-.. 
for the future, depend upon the condition of: their fouls 2 -* 
Hee is wiſe who mindes the welfare of his foul; hee is a © 


all finks; al 


fool, who negieRts rhe welfare ofhhis fouk. And —_— 


«© 


tion of the. 
ſoul 


. 
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By the pains 
and the loſſes, 


Ser gains md _ 


gains together. 


Ser loſes and 
icfles rogcther: 


ſinners atc fools, who negle&t and fleighr the offtcrs of 


Chriſt; and inſtead of them, do ſo earneſtly labour tor 


thc things of the world: Chrift only, and the good things 

which Chriſt doth offer, theſe only are good tor the 

ſoul, they only deliyer the foul from a wicked and milſe- 

rable condition, and. they only put the ſoulinto a good 

and happy condition.y[This Chrifeſs ſoul is a miſerable 

foul : how miſcrable 1s that ſoul which hath not one fin 

pardoned, which hath not one diſcaſe healed, which _ 
no grace in lite, nor any hope oi glory indeath? and hays 
happy is that ſoul, which can look on divine mercy, and 

ſa I bleſs thee for pardoning of mce;and on divine grace 

and ſay, I bleſſe thee for changing of mee; and on 

Chriſt, and ſay, Ibleſs thee for redeeming of mee, for 

juititying of mee and for faving of mee : O the folly of 
{ianers ! who refuſe a Chriſt that can and would do all 

oo00d for their ſouls, and who in the niean time lay out 

themſelves for the world, which can neither deliver a 

ſoul from miſery; nor bring a ſoul to ſafety and hap- 

pineſs ! | | 

5 The gains and the loſſes, It you would ſer gains and 

9411s togerher, or loſſes and lofles togerher, and if you 
would (ct gains and lofles together, the Sinner will ap- 
pear to- bee a fool, to lleight Chriſt, and the offer of 
Chriſt, for the world, and the things of the world, 
3 Set gains and gains together, Chriſt is the beſt gain; 
you may gain morc.by Chriſt, than you can by all the 
world; you may gain God by him, your ſouls by him, 
Heaven by him, all the good and comfort: of the world 
by him theſe, and thus you cannot gain by ſleighting of 
Chriſt, though you ſhould gain all the world. 

2 Setloſſes and loſſes together; the loſſes which may 
befal you withChnft, and the loffes which will beta] 
you for negleQuyg ofhim, and embracing of rhe world ; 
you mult loſe your {ins,and you may loſe an outward un- 
Joytnent, and you may loſethe things . which arc vain, 
and bur-fora rime; if you hearken to Chriſt, you can- 
nor loſe any thing as to your internal condition, nopian g 
: | "7 = thaz 


- 


en CIC A "— 
A — 


Chap.z- Is the extreameſt Folly At | 


that is ſolid; nochiog thar is permavdents} nothing that is 
ſaving: burtit you retuſe him and. cloſe with the world, 
you thail looſe, what ſhall you looſe > - you ſhall looſe 
Chritt the beſt preſent good : you ſhall looſe heayen the 
beſt tarure good: you thall looſe geace, in conſcience, 
the beſtinward good;, you ſhall 1-0ſe lite, the moſt de- 
firable good : you ſhail looſe your: {elves,you thall looſe 
yourſouls, you ſhall looſe the World, and you fhall 
looſe all. : t al 
Thirdly, Set the gains and the loſſes together, Surcly he 
is a tool, who trades fo as t9 looſe more than hee 
gaitis, and whoſe yery: gains are his lofles; you gain 
carth, bur then you looſe heayen, what a fooliſh Mer- 
chantart thou ! you gain the creature,O but-you looſe 
the Comort ing loye of men}O bur you loale the love 
of God ; Riches of wealth, O but you looſe rhe riches 
of grace : the Candle ,*. O but you looſe the Sun, ſome- 
thing for this ſhorr like; Obut you looſe all for eter- 
nal life : a little for the body,O.but you looſe all for your 
ſoul, you gain that which muſt bce loſt, and you looſe 
him who is the onely gain, and that which it you had 
Rao could never : have been loſt, and what: folly is 
SP © moYTot3no3 if on cotta if 
s Sixthly, The- preſent -incomes by the one and by the 8- 
ther : Thatwhich is beſt ar laft, is beſt of all: It Chriſt 
were not bexter for us ar the laſt, nay, it Chriſt were 
nor better for us for the: prefent, »#t hee did-nor at: pre- 
fent afford unto as, }aml bletle us with a; better porti- 
ongthan' theworld doth or canyz;the folly. in retufing 
of himy'iand in chooſing the world 'were nor: ſo great : 
but Chriſt outbids and ontdoes all the world tor the pre- 
ſent. tor what wee may have _ in hand from him, 
 Therearetweive things which |Chriſt at preſent, now 
n this life, doth pur into the hands otall that do receive 
im, «1 ne ntl no dard D of aun © o86 11 
: The Tree oflife which is . himſelf, 2 The rich 
Robe,which is bi. rigbreonſneſe.; 3 The chain of pearls, 
which arc, 6 graves: 4: ho light of happineſle, w hich 
THEO ? 1S 


Ser the gains 
and the loflcs 
together. 


3 
x 
by i 
[ 2 
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By the preſcar 
incomes, by 
the eneand by 
the other. 
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is tbe favaur of God,. 5 The clear diſcharge, which is 
the forgivencſſe of fins, 6 The full Mines, which are 
the promiſes, '7 The golden |Scepter, which is. Free- 
dome of acceſs, . 8' The droping clouds, which are gra- 
ciows anſwers, 9 The ſirongarm, whichis grace /af- 
ficient againſt all temptation, 10 The ſweeteſt taſte, 
which'are his -commnnions with the ſoul in afſuraxce, 
33 The. ſtill voice,which is peace in conſcience, 12 The 
ſhining day, which is joy # the holy Ghoſt : All theſes 


- and more thanall theſe, may and will come in unto 


Ry future ac- | 
eomprs and re= 
{alrs, 


you (eveninthis life) beſides thoſe unſpeakable andun- 
utterable-reyerfions in turure glory, it you did re- 
ceive Chriſt in his offer, 

But now let us ſee whar preſent incomes there are to 
bee had from the World (and well do I ſay preſent in- 
comes, for future therc are none) 'The World brings 
in, 1 Preſent cares, which diſtratt the mind... 2. Pre- 
fenr fears | which rack the heart, | 3 Preſent Greifs, 
which break the (pirit. 4 Prefent vanities, and no 
more. 

O'Lord, what afooliſh, filly thing is ſinful man? 
to cry up the World fo much» and to fleight Jeſus Chriſt 
ſo much, when the preſent revenews by Chriſt are :infi- 
ritely beyond all rhe revenews of this preſent world, 
for the kinds of them, for the number of them, for the cxs+ 
cellency, and ufe of them. * 7 * : | 

Seyenthly, The future accompts andreſults :when you 
come'ttodyeandito appearibefore:God, now. your wif 
domeand your follyryth appear {What will:be your 
comfort, your confidence; your crown, your joy. in 
that day >-- to: -bee- found in Chriſt, or ro:bee found in 
the world, that you haye been followers of Chrift, or 
followers of the 'world x 'thatypu: have teferhe Ward 
0 enjoy Chriſt, or left Chriftro:enjoy the World? chat 
you have a part in Chriſt,or that you have had all your 
Portion® Ay World > "They vans of" jr nrs 
contented themfelyes with Lawps without 'Ople, they 
loft heaven by:it,. and:they-atemorefooliſhayho = . _ 


Ghap.7 Charatters of our purſuingevain things, 


— 
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death) tor the vain things of. the World which are not 
a ſuſhcient arc 1 
and which deprive us of all portion in glory. { 
Eightly,Comingerey of poſſeſſion,a little tor a little time, 
- and perhaps for no time) thow foo! rhss nigh SOc0g ſoul 
be taken from thee : butthat which Chritt offers 15 good; 


is real, is laſting, is eycrlaſting. 
SECT. Fo 


Uſe 1 rye Sinners prefer theſe vain things of the 

World before the great Offers of Chriſt : 
whiles Chriſt is offering all ſaving good unto them? do 
they ſ[eight this, and ſpead their mony for that which 
is not bread, and their labour for that which ſatisfies 
not, and is this an extream fooliſhnefle, . yea, a very 
madnefle in them? 

Bzloved, you have heard much of Chriſt, .and of the 
excellent offers of Chriſt, of his ſaving and gracious of- 
ters, I beſcech you,what have you done > what is your 
courſe > for what is your labour > {ince fuch offers of 
Chriſt have been reycaled unto you, and tendred unto 
you, and preſſed upon you? At what market may one 

ade you > what is the trade which you now drive 2 
where is your mony ſpent > where is your labour ims 
ployed > For whom is it > and for whart is it > you are 
active and buſy > you are (olicirous and diligent> you 
are labourinsg, and laying out your thoughts, deſires, 
and pains, and time, but for what isit > Is it to get this 
pretious Chriſt, of whom you have heard; is it ro enjoy 
every one, nay, any one of the ſaving good things 
- which Jeſus Chriſt hath offered ? is it ro get God re- 
conciled ? to get your fins pardoned, your ſinful hearts 
changed? your poor ſouls enriched and ſaved by: Chrift> 
after ſuch offers as haye been made unto you;, rhus ic 
ſhould bee with you, bur is it thus with you > Q- un- 


Tt 2 


Chriſt (who is life in life, life in deathy and life ater 


tion in lite, whiclvare no portion in death); 


happy man! it after the offers of-all true happiogen 


By contingen- 
cy of poſicfii- 
on, E 


Tiyal whether © 
wee be guilty 
of this folly, 
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The mint of 
vur CakIcs. 


} 
Sh, 


th 


wp wath us in the mornings walk. with us.in, the "day, 


by Chriſt, youſhould turn afide and thruſt your ſickle 
no another field, where no bappincfle , nor. ſaving 
good doth grow, or can bee reaped, thar tor lying 
vanitics your. ſhould ſtill bee torſakeing your own mer- 
cies; Should I offead you, if I did preſent you with 
atew Charaftcrs by which Sinncrs may know, whether 
vhca Chrilt is offering unto them, all ſaving good, 
—_ yct regard it not, but are ſpending themlelves 
for that which is not bread, for that which will do them 
no good. D 'S 
There arcſeven Charatters which will diſcover unto 

us whether this tooliſhn:fle be bound up in our hearts. 

x The Mint of our carcs. 

2 The current of our deſires. 

3 The preſent match of our hearts. 

4 The great Paradiſe of our delight. 
. $ Thebuſy trade which we drive. 

6 The greateſt of our burdens which we feel. 

7 The (ufhcicnt cordial and portion. 
- Firſt, The Mint of oxr cares > Chriſt propounds all 
heavenly treaſures unto us, (Come ard follow mee, and 
'thon fhalt have treaſwre in heaven, {aid Chriſt to that 
young man) what doth a ſoul need, and what cana foul 
dcefire,. which Chriſt: doth nor fully and [recly offer un- 
tOit > Now what iS that which (after theſe offers) takes 
up our cares ? If notwithſtanding all theſe, your thoughts 
bee flat to Chriſt, and ſirons: for the world, your great 
cares are not what ſhall wee do to bee ſaved? what ſhall 
wee do to get this mercy > what ſhall wee do to get 


- this grace? what ſhall weedo to get.this Chriſt > but 


your great, ſtrong, daily caresare, who will! ſhew #8 a 
zy good?. what ſhall we eat? what ſhall wee drink2how 
| wec enjoy ſuch worldly profits > how may wee pof- 
{fle ſuch: worldly pleaſures> how may we be rich ? 
how may wee bee great > &c. About thefe wee are 
folicitous ,. andanxious, and ſad, and. ſerious : theſe 
thoughts and: cares lye down with us inthe night,. rife 


wait 


Chap.7 - with the negleft of Chriſt 


wait upon us to the Church , follow us back to. our 
houſes, diſtractus in reading, break us off in praying), 
polleſs us, fo potleſs us, that Chriſt can hardly ger 
one: thought from us, and the offers of Chriſt. no. fix- 
cd abode 1n our meditations and projedts, and fore- 
caſts, and inquiries, &c. aſſuredly wce arc'thoſe fool- 
iſh Sinners, who do neglect and refuſe the ſaving g00d 
which Chrift doth offer , and arc labouring for that 
which profits not, . for that which is not bread. ' 
Beloved, as any mans cares are, ſo his regards arc: 
rhat is moſt in our regard, which is moſt in. our care : 
cares are the ſure commentaries of our hearts, and of 
that on which our hearts areſet - That which you 
will not ſuffer to lodge one. day in your fſcrious 


thoughts, certainly that never did lodge in your cltcem, 


and that which is the daily obje& of your carc, un- 
quzſtionablyz's the grear object of vour fouls, 

Secondly, The carrent of your _— : theſe are 
the reachings out of a mans Gul » thefcet with which 
the ſoul is wreſtling, and the wings with which the 
foul is flying: O where are your deſires > and whar 
are: your defires > and for what arc your dclires > vou 
complain, and you weep, and you crave; and you thirſt, 
and you long, and you take on, and ſomething there is 
which you wants, ;and which you would have, and 
which you muſt have, and which you canaot bee ar 
reſt rill you enjoy it; -Ibeſecch you, whar is it per- 
haps your great deſirc is. Pawls deſire, that I may be found 

#z.Chriſt, (faith Paul;, Ono, itis not:: perhaps your 
great deſire is, Davids deſire, whom have 1 in heaven but 
the? andtheres nare on carththat I deſire bedes thee, O, 
' NO4It is not: perhaps your great deſire 1s;the poor Publicans 
deſire,God be merciful to me a fixner,Noyit 1s not: perhaps 
your.defire is the poor womans defire,if Icould but touch the 
hem of his garment, ſhanld be healed:No, ncicher :  pzr- 
hzps your grcat delire is. the Charcbes deſire, for 
manieſtation.of the love of Chriſt, /et hinkiſſe me wich 
the kiſſes of his lips ;, none of this: And: what then, is 
BY. . Tt 3 your 


The Current 
of your deſires, 


FE 
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your dcſire ſo quick, ſohigh, fo earneſt, ſo perpetually 
thirſting for > what is. that on which it is thus ſet,uato 
which it doth thus move > why 2 a little more honour, 
a little more wealth, a little mote pleaſure ; why > O 
manzChriſt offers unto thee the higheſt dignity, the ful- 
leſt treaſure, the perftecteſt delight : but I would rather 
injoy the world, Ah poor wretch ! thou arr the fool; 
who refuſeſt the precious ofters of Chriſt ro this yery 
days and ſpendeſt thy money. for that which is not 
bread : thou preferreſt the dirty puddles, and kennels , 
before the pure river of the water of life, the ſcrapps 
and offalls before the dainties of the great ſupper. And 
by this it appears to beeſo, bzcauſe theſtrength, the 
length, the heighth, the breadth, the depth of thy de- 
fires are not after the ſaving good which Chriſt offers, 
( a wiſh at moſt ſufficeth for that) but after poory vain, 
mean things of the World, which arethe leaſt kinde of 
o00d:and the loweſt kinde of good, and the weakelt kind 
of good, which can neither make nor do thy ſoul good. 
Thirdly, The preſent match : Tf Chriſt hath our 
preſent denial, and the world hath our preſent love, if 
the offers of Chriſt bee ſtill delayed, I will think of 
them and Chriſt hereafter, but the world hath our pre- 
{ent affe&ions and conſent : our hearts are ſer upon it, 
it is our love, it is our beloved, wee ſtill take the pre- 
ſent time to enjoy it;but no preſent rime to enjoy Chriſt, 
why > the caſe is manifeſt, Chriſt and his offers are 
fleighred, and the World 1s IC and embraced : 
O Sinner ! what is that which thy heart doth at the pre- 
ſent loye, and chooſe, and cleave unto > If ir bee any 
thins that is finful, thou then preferreſt fin before Chriſt; 
it it bee any thing that is worldly , thou then preferreſt 
the World before Chriſt. This of the world I now love, 
. bur I cannot finde in my hearr yct to loye Chriſt: this of 
the World I will now follow and purſue, but I cannot 
et finde in my heart to hearken unto Chriſt, yet to em 
race the offers of Chriſt, yet to cloſe with Chriſt : I 
am a fooliſh Sinner, who can ſee a more preſent good z 
Y bad o 
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mee, not yet enough in Chriſt ro perſwade and allure 
me. | 

Fourthly, The great Paradiſe of our delight : O Chri- 
ſtian!'Whar is joy to thee > It earth do make thee cheer= 
ful, and heayen findes thee dull : it the hopes of the 
World can make thee joyful, and the news from Chriſt 
do leave thee ſad : it a little of the world comes, it is a 


day with thee, and though the great things of ſalvation : 


bee offered, it is ſtill night with thee, 1t torry years ſer- 
vice to the world bce no burden, and yet one hours 
communion with Chritt bee thy bondage : Let Chriſt 
offer, ſeek, promiſe, aflure,pardon, lite, graces glory, 
yet theſe have no taſte, no reliſh, they pleaſe thee nor, 
they chear thee not, they comfort thee not , they revive 
thee not : bur ler rhe honour of a little , of a very 
lictle of the world ſhine unto thee , thou art made, thou 
reviveſt, thou art abundantly delighted : whoſees nor , 
that Chriſt is nothing to thee, and the poor things of the 
world are all and all unto thy heart? 

Fitthly, The buſy trade which we drive: There are two 
markets at which men do trade,one is the hopes ofChrilt, 
the other is the hopes of the world, and wouldvon know 
which of theſe any man doth moſt eſteem, and trades 
moſt at, then obſcrve rhe labour, and the diligence, and 
the ſtrivings, and the watchings, and the wreſtlings, 
and rhe cot, and the pains of men: what you labour 
and cantend for moſt}, that 45 the thing which you" e+ 
ſteem moſt, and moſt of all defire to enjoy. NowT 


beſeech you, what pains hath ir coſt you, toger Chriſt, 
and the good things which Chriſt hath offered unto youd- 


you riſe carly, and fir up late, you break your fleep; you 
waſt your ſtrength, youdeny your ſelves, you compaſs 
the world, you $0 to and fro, you travel, you weary 
yur ſelves out, you lay hold on every opportunity , 
7ou.take away time from your meat, from your reft 

OM 9s from your 'ſfouls; and whar is this for2why, 
onely roget in fome portion of the world, in the plea 


in the creature than in Chriſt, enough in them to draw 


The prear Pa- 
radiſe of our 


dclight, 


The buſy trade 
which wee 


diive. 


{ures 


[it 


+ 
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ſures of ity: and inthe profics of it, never at reſt, day, nor 
night. | But do you thus to get Chriſt, do you thus to ger 
_, macrcy- and ſalvation for your ſouls > have you leiſure 
for theſe, have you time to ſpare. tor theſe? O ! who 
{ceks the bread of lite, as hee lceks the bread for this 
lite > who- works out his owi ſalvation with tear and 
trembling > who gives all diligenee-to make his calling 
and clecticn ſure ? who can - with Pawl, T labour, I 
ſtrive, I ſo vunne, I preſs forward, if by any weans 1 may 
apprehend, as 1 am apprehended, * It by any means I may 
attain ? No, no, any time is too much, any pains is c- 
nough) no pains ſcems ſufficient unto us, to. get Chriſt, 


andthe ſaving.good which Chriſt doth offer. 


The very £cor- 
dial and ſufh- 


6 The greateſt burden: The man wants Chriſt, and 
the man wants the world ; the man wants pardon for 
his fins, and the man wants comforts for his body; the 
man wants grace, and the man wants riches; the-man 
wants ſafcty, and the man wants ſalvation; which. of 
theſe is thy heavielt burden which doth preſs thee 
moſt, and fink thee moſt, and diſtreſſe thee moſt > The 
want of Chriſt is a light burden, thou canſt eafily bear 
it: thewaurt of mercy is a light burden» thou caoſt well 
enough Band under it; the want, of grace, and hopes of 
glory is aſmall burden, thou doſt not fo much as groan 
and ſigh under itz But when it comes to a.worldly want, 
thy ſoul is troubled, thy heart is diſtrefled, thy ſpirit is 
cracked: I ſhall pcriſh, I cannot live, thetears do trill, 
the: groans are raifed, the fighs are, doubled, the com- 
plaints are multiplied » O fookſh Sinner ! canſt' thou 
nor yet diſcern-rthy fleightings, and underyaluings of 
Chrait,., nor yet thy oyeryaluings and pre-eſtimatipns 
oithe world? | | 5.7 

-7:;The very cordial, and ſufficing portjen: I bave enough, 
ſaid Eſa :- Sonl,.. take thine eaſe, thou baf yo 5 laid up 
for many years, ſaid the fool in the Goſpel + whoſe portion ts 


i this life, ſaid . David of them: It the world bee the 
Store-houſe, to make up all your wants, if the world bee 
the Phyftiay, to heal up all your diſcaſes, bad you that, 


— — 
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you had enough; had you that, you had your all; had 


yon that, you had your happineſs; . aſluredly, neither 
Chriſt, nor the offers of Chrilt, are precious to you; you 
are the men who fleight them, and are ſpending your 
mony for that which is not bread, and your labour for 
chat which ſatisfies not, 


SECT. of 


Uſe 2 IDY Sinners, when Chriſt is offering to them 
all ſaving good, negleft that good, and la- 
boriouſly ſtrive for that which can do them no good > 
then let every one of us, who is guilty of this fooliſhneſs, 
x Bee aſhamed; and humbled for our: folly. 2 Strive to 
bee more wiſe, | ++! + ah Nth 
x Wee ſhould bee aſhamed, aud humbled for this notoriaus 
folly, inpreferring theſe poor vain earthly things, before the 
great and glorious things offered unto us. by Chriſt : there 
are four cauſes or reaſons, why wee ſhould bee aſhamed 
of it, and humbled for it, | 
x Tt is an extreame lowneſſe and ſhallowneſſe of ſpirit in 
« : It ſhews that our judgements and hearts are very 
weak, and vain,. that wee hayeno underſtanding at all, 
that wee are childiſh, when the meaneſt + objeRs are fo 
taking and prevailing with us, and ſufficient tous: The 
heart is certainly mean,and vain, and poor, which will 
bee made up with a mean, and empry, and poor eſtate ir 
earthly poſfleſhons : there is no greatneſs, nor generouſ- 
neſle of ſpirit to ſcrape the kennels, to digge the dung- 
hills, to feed on the husks, to bee contented with the mets 
of potrage. "158 
2 It aſ, ordid ſwiniſhneſſe of heart, not only a low- 
neſs, but a baſeneſs of heart, ro underyaluc the pearls, 
and to lye down inthe mire, to drink at the troughs: 
when one may drink at the fountain, to regard a preſerir 
lifes andnot an eternal. Por | 
3 It is an ignominions reproathbfnlneſſe; that man isun- 
worthy the name of a Chriſtian, who loyes any thing 
. Vv more 


"—p 


We ſhould bee 
humbled for 
this fol Y. 

For 


It is an ex- 
rreatn lownels 
of ſpiric in us, 


It is a ſordid 
ſwiniſhneſs of 
heare, 3Þ 


Ic iS 2M iprto- 
minjous re= 


proachfulnels, Ge 
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354 Arguments topeſwade ts, not far. hap. 7, 
4 morethanChuift, or preferres any thing before Chriſt ; 
, | 


' for a mantocall hi Coma n, and yet to fictght 
the glorious Chrifts :roown the name'o} Chan Par 
foreall names, and.yet to cxalr all other-t before 
Chriſt : to profeſs ſuch an eſteetn of Chriſt; ſuch an 
heart to Chriſt, and yet to preferre every baſe luſt; and c- 
very vaio Juft before Chriſt, how unworthy is this of any 
Chriſtian ! KENT) 1 rn 

Ir is a ſurpaſ- - 4 Jt #s a ſurpaſſing indiguity untoChrift: to ſet him 
hog indignity below the footſtool ! 'when Judas yalued the thirey peeces 
to Crit, of flver before Chriſts this was an high indignity offered 
roChriſt : when the Jews preferred Barrabas before Chriſt, 
this was a contempruous indignity. offered to Chrilt ; 
when the 1ſraelires {etup the golden Calf, theſe are thy 
Gods which brought thee ont of the laud of Egypt; O what 
a provoking indignity was herein offered unto God ! So 
when you ſet up the 'vain things of the world belore 
Chriſt, and the offers. of. Chriſt:-rheſe are worth your 
cares, and affefions, and pains, but Chriſt is not, and 
the things which Chriſt offers arenot-:. rhelpyc of God, 
the mercies of God, the blood of Chriſt, the \=. 71 
, neſcof Chriſt, ſecra nothing-to you; bur vain pleaſures, 
- .- and yain honours, andyainriches/of carth; theſe are all 
© inallwithyou: O this is a groſs 'indignity. offered to 
Chriſt - Is there more in theſe, than tn Chriſt ? | 
00 2 Strivetobee more wiſe ; minde the world leſs,- and: 
rr wo 16 og minde the offers of Chriſt moxe : when ' Chriſt makes 
mere wie» favingand gracious offers. unto you, bee at leiſure ro 
conider of ther; and to accepr of them; and do not for 
the vain things of the world forſake your mercics.. | 
Re There are ſix Arguments which Iwould make uſc of 
ns, orvraga © to perſwade youto imbrace this counſel. ; 
Amy"3 appt - Chriſt offers you the beſt things, 'better things than . 
things to for- The world can afford you- - : |29# | 
1 fake our on 2: Chriſt offers ' unto you the” things thatare beſt for 


MEIE.£5. - you, | 


3 You may have theſe earthly things upon-better 
termes, if youcouldcloſe-with the things which Chrilt 
doth offer, . | 4Chriſt 


tht a i CET. T9 " 


Ghap,9, vain things, to forjake our an mercies, 355 

4 Chriſt alone.isa portions infinitely better than all 
the world alone. |, | | 

5 You will \laſc Chriſt, and all cheſe things of the 
world too, by negl=Ritig of Chriſt, and preferring * be- 
fore him theſe chings of the world, "- 

6 You cannot Urive bath theſe trades together, 

. I The things which Chrift offers whto you are the beſt Theta 
things :. Farre beter thanthe things which the world can ph hin 
aftord unto you ; There are bur fix things which are colt- offeryare che 
ſiderable in the world, 1 The riches of the world, beſt things. _ 
2 The plcaſures of the waxld- 3 The honours of che 
world, 4 The fticnd{hip of the world; 5, The peace of 
rhe world, 6 The power of the world: Theſe may bee 
found inthe world; andirt 1s a very rare thing for any 
one mai at ay time;or longzto finde all theſe, or any one 
of them: but ſuppoſe one might all his life injoy all theſe, 
they arcnot comparable unto thoſe which may be found 
in Chriſt, and injoyed from Chriſt, +. | 

x Theriches by and from Ehriſt are infinitely ſurpaſſing The riches by 
the riches of the world : The Apoſtle ſaith, that the re- 2nd _ 
preach of Chriſt ts greater riches than the treaſures of E- - ering N 
ypt, Heb. 12, 26, If the reproaches and loſſes which che world. 
Mal you for Chriſt bee riches, and- 'bee greater riches, _ 
than treaſures, than the tteaſures in Egypt, how far more * 
cxpenilinſs, then are the riches of Chriſt, the wnſearchable 
P 


riches, 


el. 3. 8,7all the treaſures of wiſdome and know= © 

ledge hid in Chbriff, Col, 2, 3. you read in Scripture of - 
being rich toward God, Luk. 12. 2t. andof being rich in 
faith, James 2, 5. and of the riches of fall aſſurance, Col, 
2. 2, andot riches of grace, , Epheſ., 1.7, and of exceed- 
ing riches of grace, Ephel. 2, 7, and of riches of glory, Phil, 
4-19, and of rich mercy and love, Tc, \. The riches which 
yournay have by Chriſt, are ſuchasall the. world is not 
of {ufficient price.to buy the leaſt of them, :Our Saviour 
ſpeaking of the Lilies of the field, ſaith, thateven Solomon 
in all bis glory was not arrayed the one of thers, Mar. 6, 28, 
29» [fall the gloriqus raimenr of Solomon fell ſhort of 
that natural glory in a Lily, how muck more think is 
V 3 1CC) ' 
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pleaſures of (he 
weald. | 


Lib. conſe, 
, £2. 21s 


The Honours 
by Chriſt, are 
better ran the 
honours of the . 
world. #7 


" 


a 
TY” / 
WE #- 


The friendſhip. 
gor by Chriſt, 
3s terter thin 
the friendſhip 
of the world 
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hee, whois richonly inthe world; ofthim who is rich in 

Chriſt and grace > The riches of Chritt are tiled, the 

one pearl of great price, the one thing ntveſſary,' treaſwres in 

Heaven, durable riches, and ſurpaſſing all the filuer and 
old, and rubies, and precious fones, - | 

2 The pleaſures by Chriſt are farre better than all the 
pleaſures of the world: there is more {weetnels in a drop 
of the fountain, than inall-cthe waters of the Sea: The 
whole world cannot let into your ſouls ſuch a delight, 
ſuch a joy, ſuch a taſte >ſach-a content, ſuch a (weer ſariſ- 
fa&ion as Jefus'Chriſt can 5 Hee gives gaudinm vincens, 
omne gaudiun all the ſtars cannot make day , but the 
light ofthe Sun : can; ipſa eff beata vita gandere dete. & 
propter te damine, ipſa eft, & non ultera, ſaid ' Angaſftine, 
This Q Lord is the bleſſed life rorejoyce in thee, and for 
thee ! this indeed is rhe blefled life, and none bur this : 
one daics communion with Chriſt, one hours enjoyment 
of him, one minures apprehenſton of God reconciled to 
us in Chriſt, breeds joy unſpeakable, and' glorious, is a 
paradiſe, is a very Heaven upon earth. 

3 The howours by Chriſt are alſo infinitely better and high- 
er than all the honours ofthe world; What arc the Opini=- 
ons, eitimations, reſpet, commendations, praiſcs of men, 
unto the praife and' commendations of God ? The world 
cannot raiſe you fo as Chrilt cai raiſe you. By Chriſt you 
come to bee the ſons and daughters of God, and hcirs, 
and heirs. ofthe Kingdome of God, a'Crown, a Crown of 
life is laid up for you? no ſuch honours can the world af- 
ford you, your natures, your names,your relations, your 
ſervices, your pollcſfions,your hopes are honourable,you 
are veſſels of glory , the Father will honowr you, Joh. 13. 
26, The ſon will honexr you, hee will bee admired in thens 
that beleeve, and elorified'in his Saints, 2 Theſe. I, 10, the 
Spirit of glory doth reft upon you, 1 Per, 4. 14. 

4 Thefriendſhip which you get by Chriſt, « fie? 
better than all the friendſhip of the world. Which is better, 
the love of God, orthe love of men? the kindneſs of man, 
or the loying kindneſs of God >? the caunchic of man; - 


Chap.7 vain:things toforſake qur awn Mercies, 


the goods of God? the bountics of man, or the-gitts of 
God? to bee viſited by man,, or-to. bee viſited with the 
ſalvation of God ® to enjoy the preſence of man, - or the 

jous preſence-of God? for marsto pitty-you, or. for 
God to bee merciful ro you? far man to cleave unto you, 
or for God to bee faithtul unto you > to conyerfe with 
man, or tohavecommunion with God > for man to take 
delight in you, or for God to take pleaſure in-you-?. for 
man to {mile on you, and welcome you, or for God to 
rejoyce over you, and to bee ready to do you good, to 
look. on you with fayour, and to ſay, my love doth relt 
o1-you, you are mine, and I will bleſs you ? 

5 The peace which s to bee had from Chriſt, is infinitely The peaceto 
better thay the peace from the world, Joh. 14, 27, peace w_ =_ mw . 
T leave with you, my poace I give unto you, not as the world, = _— 
give Þunto you ;. Here is Chriſts peace, and here is the peaceof the 
worlds-peaces. and here Chriſt giyes peace, and here the world. 
world gives peace : byt Chriſts peace is-another kinde of 
peace, than the worlds peace, and Chriſts giving of his. 
peace is another kinde of giving, than the worlds giving 
of peace... The worlds peace is a-peace with men, Chriſts 
peace is a peace with God: the worlds peace is a peace 

to wicked men, Chriſts peace is a peace only to godly 

.men: the worlds peace is only to_ the - outward {tate 

. Chriſts peace is to the conſcienceFthe worlds peace may "as. 
bee broken by the troubles of the world, Chriſts peace ** © 
will hold out under all troubles: Now judge which of 


theſe is the better peace.. 
6 The power which is to bee had in and by Chriſt, far. exe The power 


ceed: all the power andgreatneſs in the world, winieh is20 be 
There is a {xtold power which every beleeyer hath, — re | 
and which the world cannot give. thepwerin 


' rn A power with God, As 4 Prince haſt thow powey with the world. 
God, and haft prevailed, Gen. 33. 28, 
. 2. A power over fin; fin ſhall not have dominion over you, 
for you are-under grace, Rom. 6, 14, 

3 A power over the world; whoſoever is born of God 6+ 
vercommeth the warld;. aud this 35 the vitfory., phat over- 
Vy 3 = commeth 


3_* I 
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rewhments to perſsade, not for © Chap, 5, 


The thin 
which Chrift 
doth offec are 
beuer for us. 


Fer tbe life of 
our fouls. 


For the ſafery 
 cfour ſouls, 


For the hope , 
of cur ſ{ouls. 


commerh the world, even on faith, 1 John. 5.4, 
4 A powtr over Satan:God ſhill braiſe Satan nader your 
feet, Rey:16,20, ml _ | " f i f fi od 
... 5, A power to wak.in all well pleaſing before God:a pow» 
ct 6 his will, and to delight ro do his will, 
. 6 Afpowerto ſ er for Chriſt, wt to love our life to the 
death for bim, PhiL1.,29;Rev.i 2.1t. Thus youlſce that 
the things which Chriſt doth offer , are the beſtthings : 
whatſoever the world hath, Chtift hath them, in a more 
excellenit meaſure and worth than the world bach Norby 
then ſhould wee negle@ the offers of Chriſt, and 'runne 
from his doors and be begging of the world, when wee 
may ſpeed better with Chrifts | 
ccondly, Asthe things which Chrift doth offer,ace 
better than thoſe which the world doth offer, ſo #hey 


are better for s : they are the belſtthings in therMelyes, \ 


and they are the beſt rhings for us : Thoſe things: are 
beſt for us, that are beſt for our ſouls, do you: not 
think ſo > ſurely ſo you ſhould judge and beleeve:now 


the good things which Chriſt offers untois, they and 


they onely reſpe&R the good of our ſouls, they are the 
onely things 

Firſt, For the life of our ſonls: Hee that hath the ſon, 
bath life, ani hee that hath net the ſon;hath not life; 1 Jo, 
5.13, your ſouls neyer live, ate never alive, untill 


| they have union with Chriſt: O ! what is this ?- thi 


my ſon (this rg Hg was dead and is alive : Chriſt is our 
lite;cloſe with him, and you cloſe with lite : hearkew nn- 
to me, and your ſouls ſhall live, #1 

Secondly , For the ſafety of onr ſouls : your fouls 
(for all the wogtd) are under wrath, and curſe, and fear, 
and condemnation:Onely Chriſt is your ſouls ſaferyahe 
Ark, the Tower, the Rock; the Covering, the hiding- 


place: There # no condenmation to them that are in Ghrift 


. Jeſm, Rom. 8.1, Hee was made 4 curſe for m,Gal.3.13, 


hee delivered us from wrath, The. 1. 10, he that beleeves 
fhall nas periſh, Joh. 3.15, DEBS, 6 
irdly, For the hope of onr ſavls : A Chriſtlefle man 


is 


Y 


Chap, 7 Fan things to forſake our (wn mercies: 359. 
is a hopelefſe man (without Ghrift, having ue h er nes 
1.12, If we had hope onely” in This life” I or Eybs 

ly in thethingsof thislife) wee were of all men the 

moſt miſerable, x Cor, 15, 1g, Chrift in you, the hope of 

glory, Col.2,27. your ſouls cannothaye any hope of mer- 

cy or heaven, but in and from Chriſt, ' 

Fourthly, For the confidence of our Fr, aur ſouls p,; the wng- 
have nothing art all co truſt unto bur Jeſus Chriſt , and gence of your © 
his righreouſneſſe,Tofe clnm, & nullus ero:lo Tolle Chri= fouls. 

Fum, take away Chriftzand you arc for ever Joſt and un- 
done there is #o ether namethere is ns other foundation, 

Fifthly, For the releif of ouy ſonls: All the World Forthereleif 
cannot afford you one ſoul-relief :-none bur Chriſt of your ſouls. 
gives raiment toa-ſoul, and gold to afoul, and deli-- 
verance toa ſoul, and fiels-a comtforr toa ſoul : .the 
graces of Chriſt, the rightcouſneſle of Chriſt, the love 
of God in Chriſt, the mercies promiſed by Chriſt, the 
peace made by Chriſt,. theſe all, theſe oncly are bread, 
arc help, arc relief, are comfort to a ſoul, 

Sixth] , For the ſalvation RO ſonls : None can faye For the falva- 
your ſouls ina way of merir, bur Chriſt, and - nothing on of your 
can fave you in a way of means, bur thar onely whic 
Chriſt offers ro you + All the things which Chriſt offers 
vnto you, dothus alrogether'concern. your ſpuls, and all 
that the world is, or can 7 a are nothung ar all ro 
your ſouls;.. they. may. hinder your. {ouls,. ahd pierce 
your ſ{ouls,. and wound your ſouls, and vgx, and dif-- 
frat, and looſes. and*damn your ſouls, but:quickeny 
help,and fecure your ſouls,;compoſezhelp,ſave your ſouls» 
they cannot, | 

hirdly,. To# might have theſe worldly things upon bet- you might- 
| ter terms, did your hearts cloſe with all the ſaving good have theſe 
which Chriſt offers to you: Chriſt never comes empty-- worldly rhings'+ 
handed,- Prov, 3, 16s Length of dayes is in her right hand, _—_— | 
andin her left hand riches and honour :X A. people uſually ©" 
grow poor and baſe who ſleight the Goſpel; and Chriſt -* 
and theGoſpel is ſeldome entertained without many bleſ- 
{mgs, as Obed-Edrras houſe was bleſſed for the: — ſake, | 

; OM: * 
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" Pagntents ro perſwade, wot for oc. Chap: 74 
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You may have 


them. 


More (©:ain- 


ly. 


More eaſil ye 


More "comfor- 


tably. 


Rom.s.32, Hee that ſparedgot his own ſon, but delive- 
red hins up for #« all, haw (hall bee not with , bim alſo freely 


give 4 all things, 1 Cor. 3.21, All things. are . yours, 


whether Paul, or Apollo, or Cephaz, or the world, or life or 
death, or things preſent, or things to come, all are yours, 
and you are Chriſts: Mat,6, 33. but ſeek yee firſt the king- 
deme of God axd his righteouſneſſe, and all theſe things ſhall 
bee added unto you, you may have theſe worldly thin 

"Firſt, Adore certainly, Now you have them. in the 
promiſes, 1 will never leave you, Heb.iz.5. No good thing 
will hee withhold, Pſal.84.11, - Bread ſhall bee given him, 
his waters ſhall bee ſure, Ea, 33416, 

Secondly, Aore eafily, without vexing and moiling, 
and drudging, Ark,and you ſhall have,Mat, 7.7, Bee care- 
ful for nothing, but inevery thing by prayer and (upplicati- 
on, with thankſgiving, let your requeſts bee made known to 
God, Phil. 4. 6. 1f yee then being evil know how to give 
good things to your children, how much more ſhall your father 
which is in heaven give good. things to them thatack bim, 


Mar.7.11. 


Thirdly, fore comfortably , with a. bleſſing, and 4 
. blefſed enjoyment of them, as fruits of love, as 
mercies, as helps and furtherances 'to you, as ſanttified 
unto yory Jo:l 2.26, ye ſhall eat in plenty and bee ſatisfied, 


and praiſe the name of the Lord your God. 


hl os Fourthly, fore ſafely : So that you ſhall not wrong 


 yourfouls,nor your confciencesgnor your G 


gr 3-gpeyn 4c” ER > Nor your 
Chriſt,cither in the getting, or in the uſing of them, 


ISATAH 


— 


Wherefore do you ſpend mony,” for that which is not bread, 
424 yonr labosr for that which ſatts fier nut & co | 


CHAP, VIII. 


'Hot 
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v 
bd 


ur, nothing will c 


C) DEL 


OE TECE NTP 
ISAIAH 5s. 2. 


SY Dot. 3. That all the cofts which Allthe coſt | 
7] meniny out, avd all the pains which Which men ds ©. 


iff, or in any other way than Chrifts fleation,be- 
way, they are mierly fruitleſſe, vain, and left; they are ſides Chrift, or 
for that which is noxbread,, and labewy ig- in 20y other 


econdly , St up any other way ; then what Chriſt 
hath ſet upro bring youto ſalvation, and bee: neyer 
nm inthat way) this likewiſe is fruitlefle and loſt 


| RZ : 


SY 


lay cut,and all 
their pains for 


way is vain 
2nd fruitlefe. 


ome of it, it is not breads it will | 
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362: © 11 tabiats hſtronadewith anything) Chap: 8, 


_——— 


Nothing be- "Hat nothing whatſoever brfide Chrift,chingh-'it coft 


ſides Chriſt, us never (o much pains,and labour,and great ſtnayes , 
o_ whos will do #4 any good,. will or cau ſave ns ; wee ſhall ſay of 
favew. - them all;what Chriſt ſpake of the world, whar ſhall it 
Profit a man'to gaiuthe whole world, and to leoſe hs (ol, 
or as Solomon > what profit had 1 of all my Iabowr? (o all 
other things are of no profit, no ſaving adyaiitage to 
our ſouls, but Chriſt, though you toil your ſclves for 
them, though poſſibly you may ger them, though you 
may.repoſc. all your: confidence, and hope upon them, 
yer all this 1s but; to fpiu the Spiders web, bur” ro ſow 
the wind, and toreap the Whirl-wind; but to feed on 
husks, ' but to reſt on the broken reed, they cannot help 

anne) FONADT fave you atall,, 3 TS 
Fr 4h Wy, Theregarebutſeyenthjogs beſide Chriſt, after which 
afrer which — Men-doJabour,\ with b1 1% $583 their ſalvation, and 
men do labour *their labour, (as totÞar cfte) comes to nothing, it is 

with reſpeft to loft labour: NN 
yo ung { Firft, Civilitpof Converſation, fo much admired in 
vorlarice = ome Heathen, apd Iwith ic were, to bee found, more 
+... amongſt ſome, who.have.the name of Chriſtians: yer 
' this is nothing, it isnorbread, it, will not ſave: aman 
may bee a civikman,and yet a wicked man, and a Chritt- 
| lefic,and anunbeleeving mane! 1 

Fqu'ty of dca1- 4 _ Secondly, iEq nts very Jull, and ſquare; 'and 
ing, fair, no way injurious or fraudulent, vive cvcry+ man 
bis dac and right :, thisis good, , "ou yepir .isnor bread, 
-youcatmot live upon this; it you- {ct up thjs.t0 fave you; 
x willdoceive.yos;litc and Galpariad AIc AOL in it;It is too 

54.47 .lowzzoafhomtÞ ©! wt 61 t% Jt » Op 1M BOGL, , ct "ng, 
"External pro- Thirdly, External profeſſien,to recelVet e opcfi badge, 
ffi n, and wear the publick livery of the Chriſtiaf rargion : 


. tobee baptized and come to church: yet as the Apoſtle 
fpake of Circumcifion , Circumciſion is nothing : fo ſay I 


_ cfexternal protefſion, it is nothing ; The fooliſh Virgins 
: Lamp ſz 


PR TI III OY 


a 
Chriſt, þ.4 4 


Atat * I 5 +9, EY 
- Fifchly, Sapernatnral parts and endowments of knows 
edge andutterance, theſe arc not bread, theſe areno- 


thing : Thewgh I ſpeak with the tongues of men and An- 
gels: though I havethe gift of Prophecy, aud wnderftand 
all myſkeries, and all kyowledge : and though I have 
all faith,\ {fs bas 1 could remove monntains,and have not cha- 
rity (I may enlarge it, and havenor Chriſt) 1 am: ne- 
thing it profiteth me nathing, 2 Cor,13. 1,2,3. 

Sixthly, Ceremonial Obſervations, in which the pl 2WS 
did ſo much reſt (and did ſo much obſerye, and will 
not yet give over) the Apoſtle ſpeaking of that Law 
which contained them, ſaith, that it was weak avd wn- 
profitable, and could make nothing perfett, but the bring- 
ing inof a better hope did, viz. Chriſt, by the which we 
draw nigh to God, Heb, 9.18, 19, : 

Seventhly , Religion performances : perform all the 
good works which: the moral Law requires, and ſer 
themup for foundation of life, though you bee never 
{odiligent, and painful, and caretui inthem, yet they 
are not bread, they cannot bee life unto you, they can- 
not{ave you not: by works of righteouſneſe which wee have 
dong, but: according to mercy hee ſaved ws, Tit, 3, '5, 
Now this point, that all labours after any thing bur 
Chrilt.as a cauſc of ſalvation, ts labourloſt, is fruitleſs, 


is vail ſhall endeavour toclearunto > ame From Scrip- Proyed. 


i  TUres, 2 By Arguments, | X a Joh, 


Superſticious 
ſriknelle. 


Supernatural 
parts and cn- 
dowments. 


Ceremonial 
obſery:tions. 


Chriſt. 


Re)igio us per- 
furman Ccv. 


T heſe donre ©- 
profit w thour 
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3 64 It is labour loff-to'trade with any thing Chaps. 

- Byc<ciprure.. * Jon 10; 9.1 amthe door, by mute -if any man enter, bee 

ſhalt bee ſaved: Offtinms fidei , that is the Goſpel :' Oftinme. 
cet, that is Chrilt-onely, yood'e Jeſs cſaith' unto 
bim, 1 am the way,the truth; andthe life; niman commeth 
to the fathir bat by mee, At;4. 12, neither is there ſal- 
vation.in any ether, for there 15 'no other name nnder bea- 
ven given amongſt men, wharchy. wee muſt bee ſaveds Sal» 
vation is not 10 any other : ain other name under hea- 
ven_ given among men, whereby - wee 'mult bee faved, 
x Cor, 3; 11, Qther foundation can ne man lay (which will 
hold, which will avail chenthat is laid,. which #s Jeſus 
Chrift,_Phil..3, $:YTea donbtleſſe, and I connt all things 
but loſſe, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt ' Jeſus 
xy Lord: Wee rejoyce'm Chrift Feſns, and have no conf 
dence in the fleſh, q. d,. Bleſſed bee God , wee have Jelus 
Chriſt torrult to;*for wee: have noneelſe; and-nothing 
elſe. Gal.6. 14. God forbidgthat:] (horld glory in any thing; 
ſave.in the Croſs of our Loyd Feſns'Chriſt, v.15, neither 


Circumciſion availeth 7 thing," nor wxngirewmcifion, but 4 
Jo aries |. 


: new creature in Chri PIR I 
By Argamens 2 By Arguments,partlyreſpeCting Chriſt,partly other 
things, partly our ſelves, and our condition. - | 
/, RelpeRing Firſt, If Chriſt onely was defgned to ſave ſinners, and 
| Chiift. \3f Chriſt onely »»derrookthat work, and if, Chriſt onely 
. was qualified for that work, and i Chriſt onely perfor- 
. med that work, and if his performance was ſufficient and ef- 
| feftnal, then it is a yain and iruitlefſe labour to expect as 
| ny fafrarhnn from any. beſide Chriſt: but Jeſus Chriſt,and 
Ee ONLY; E200 | 
. Firtt;>Was defpned 40 ſave ſinners : bim hath God the fa- 
OO”. 6 fholel (5c 6. 4 bee laid ſulvition on one tha; - 
ners, - mighty :. bee laidon him the iniquities of ns all, Eſa. 53. 
him hath Godſet forth to bee a propitiation , Rom. 3.35. 
. who hath ſaved us according to his own purpoſe and grace, | 
. which waz given us in Chrift Jeſws before: the world began, 
' He did nnder- '2 Tim:1.9 1s By. | : Rte : : 
*3*kechelaving * Secondly; Did mndertaks the ſaving work: Los I come, 
. wok. . (in che volume of thy Bookit 11written of me) to dothy will O 
A - Gea, Reb-IQ.p, ' | Thirdly, |} 


z 


ny 
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Ghap-E- for ſalvation,beſides (hrifts.... 1. 365. 


- Thirdly, Was -qualifed for that work;; Hee only was He was qual.fi-, 
eoLeows 4.0 Ss pare 1,23; Himthe. prin =. 
tified, Jokn.-2 0.36; Hee -was God manifeſt. in the fleſh» 

juſtified in the ſpirit, 1 Tim,z.16, : Hivs. the Lord. ancinr 

ed, Elay.61,1. with the holy Ghoſt and with power, ACt, 

10.33. The ſpirit was given unto him-not by meaſnre,Job, 3. 
34.- ſnch ax high Prieft becanse us, who is holygharmleſſe, 

nndefiled, ſeparate from ſinners, and made higher tha 
the Heavens,Heb. 8, 26, Tf | 

... Fourthly, Didperform axd accompliſÞthe work,:. Hee Hs ddper- 
humbled himſelf and breame obedient unto death y. even the: fm = aC* 
death of the croffe , Phil, 2,-B. (hee yeilded aftive and OnP"h chi 
paſhve obedience, hee did tread thewinepreſs alone, Ela. : 

63.3. Hee was made ſin forus, 2 Cor, 5.21, Hee was made 

Acurſe for us, Gal, 3.1 3, Hee himſelf bore onr. ſins in bis 

ewn body onthe tree,, 1 Pet. 2, 24. 1 have glorified thee O 

wk Ehaye finiſhed the work which, thow gaveſt mee to 

Jot7 4. "FAM | 
ifchly, T hat performance was (uſficiext and effeituall His perfo:-} 

for ſalvation : it was 4 ranſome, 1 Tim, 3, 6,it was « re- Mancews 
demption, Eph..1.7. it was 4 price, 4. Cor,s. 20, it was 4 _— "g 
parchaſe, Eph. 1.14. it made peace ; | If wh:n wee were e- C _ at 
 nemies, we were reconciled unto.God by the death of his ſon., 4 
mach more being reconciled. wee. ſhall bee ſaved by his lifes 

Rom-5. 10, Hee is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, th 

come to God by-him,Heb.7.25 , in whom we have redemption 

Ephl.1.9; Rl K 
' Secondly, I all other things-beſades. Chriſt have #0 _ «ther | 
power,either natural or of inititation to ſave finners,it they OS 
relying on them for ſalvationghiaders and looſes (alyation, 
certainly then the labour is fruitlefle ro buſy our ſelves 
-about them), to gerſalvation andhelpby them : bur all 

other things bef1des Chriſt, W- 

Firſt; Have nopower to ſave, they have no natural .pow- They have no | 
er for that work : I will not ſpeak of worldly things,which power. | 
are meer impertinencies to this, but of ſ=ppoſed. jp;ritual __ _ _ 
' works:: thereisnor ſuch ſufficiency. of: worth in them, --. .. 
that they can make any fatisfa&ion ta God, or anſwer 

SOIT. MP X x3 :. 
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It is laboxy loſt to trade with any thing Chap, 8, 


for any one ſin, or. redeem any one ſoul: there is more in 


" the nature ofevery mans ſinful guilt, than there is in the 


The relying on 
any thing but 
Chriſt doth 

- loſe ſalvation. 


narure of any mans beſt iaherenc.tighteouſacile ? our bet 
works need Chriſt and mercy, and beſides that, there is 
no proportion twixt the o——_ works of manyand the 
ifinice juſtice of God, They have #o power of inſtitwtie 
#* :/ God never didordain, nor agrecand c with a 
finner, never did make ſuch a bargain or compoſition 


* with him, that hee ſhould bee ſaved by any of his own 


works, bur contrarily, only by the righteouſneſle of 
Chriſt : Hee never did ſer up life in ay fora ſinner, but 
inChrift: Indeed before te fall, life was ſetled u 
mans works, but ſince the fall, life for a {inner is to 
found only in Chriſt, | 

2 The relying on axy thing but Chriſt, doth loſe ſalvati- 
ex 3 As Chriſtin another cafe; Hee that will ſave his life, 
ſhall leſe itz1{o he that will thus ſave his own foul, ſhall loſe 
it: As many 4s areof the works of the Law, are #nder 4 
curſe, Gal, 3. 10. Chriſt is become of none effeft unto yon, 
whoſoever of you are jnſtified by tne Law, yon are fallen frons 
Grace, Gal. 5.4, The Phariſee rclyed on his own righte= 
ouſneſs, but hee loſt juſtification by it ; The Jews, who fol» 
lowed after the Law of righteouſneſs, attained nat to the 
law of righteouſnefſe, becauſe they ſonght it by works, 


' Rom. 931. 32s 


Frem our 
ſelves and our 
cond:rion. 
Every finner is 


In a fate of 
death» 


If the condition of every Sinner bee /uch, that none but 
Chriſt can bee ſalvation unto him, then it is but labour 
loſt to buſy our felves, and to trade with any but Chriſt; 
Bar ſuch is the condition of every ſunnery 8&c, Ergo, Every 
fianer 1s in attate o/Þ | 

x Of Death, of ſpiritual death; dead i» fins, Epheſ, 3, 
1. and Chriſtonly giveth life to the world, Joh, 6. 33, and 
it was his fleſh #hich was given for the life of the world; I 


#1 the m_ bread, that came Som Heaven; if any 


1an'eat of this bread, hee ſhall l;6 Pres 7 'verl. 51, when 
Chrif whois 0x7 life, &'c, Col. 3.4. Heedhet hath the Sov, 
hath life, and heethat hath not the Son, hath net life, 1 Joh. 


5,13. 3368; 
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Chap. 8- for Salvation, befides Chriſt. - 367 
2 Of Guilty they are all nnder; fin, Row 3, go All the 13 fate bf 
world is . bccome guilty before God, Rom. 3,19. Hee was &%lte. 
made fin for us, that wee might bee'made the righteouſneſs 
of Gedin bim, 2 Cor. 5, And ſaith the Apoſtle; Rem. 3. 
20, by the deeds of the Law ſhall nofleſh bee juſtified in bis 
« fight; no righteouſneſs, and no redemption bur that of 
Chrifts will or can ſferyc for that, verſe 21, 22, 24, 
25. | : 
. +3 Of Enmity, you that were enemies, Col. 1,30, and Ina ftate of 
who, or what can reconcile God and ſinners, make peace <amity. 
and frieadſhip but Jeſus Chrilt; wee were reconciled by the 
'death of his Son, Rom. 5.10, by him wee have received 
the atozement, yell. Ii. yoxthas were ſometimes alienated, 
and enemies, hath he reconciled by the bady of bis fleſh through 
death, Col. 1,21, 22, | 
4 Of miſery andwant : thou art wretched,and miſerable, In a flats cf 
and poor, =p blinde, and naked, Rev. 3.17, As for thy Tiſcryand 
nativity, inthe day than waſt born, thy navel was not cut, Vs 
neither waſt thow waſhed in water, to ſupple thee, than waſt 
not ſalted at all, nor ſwadled at all: nene eye pittied thee, to 
do any of theſe unto thee, to have compaſſion on thee, but that 
waſft caſt out into the open fie'd, 10 the loathing of thy per* | 
ſon, &c, Iſa. 16: 4, 5, &c, The Sinner is a-poor, wretch- | 
ed,- needy, miſcrable thing : hee is nothing, hath no- | 
thingy: can do noguings wants all that may ſave, and help ; 
a ſoul; and who can help this dead ſinner to life, bur | 
Chriſt, this guilty ſinner, to mercy, but Chriſt, this un- 4 
godly ſtaner, to righteouſneſs, but Chriſt, this blinde, i 
lame, wounded, Toathed finner, to grace, to fight, tv 
health, to favour bur Chriſt? His miſerics are all of 
them ſoul miſcrics, and his wants are all of them ſpiritu- 
al wants; and all ſonl[-helps, and all ſpiritual-recove- 
ries, and ſupplics are to bce found in Chriſt alone, 
10 a Saviour. alone, who' is' wade wwto mw of God wiſ-- 
. Comer, righteouſneſs, ſanttification, and redemption, "0 OI" 
5 Inaſtateof impotency; without flrength, Rom. 5. 6, imparency. 
»ot (nfficient of himſelf to think.a good thought, 2 Cor, 3.5. 
without mee yee can do nothing, fol, 15.5, what haſt _ 
Y that 
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[1 other wates for Salroation are ſrmitleſs. Chap.8 


- that thox diaſt not receive, 1 Cor. 4: 7. And thus you' ſee 
the firſtbranch of the aflertion in ſome meaſure cleared 
unco you, that all-the-labour which is ſpent on any be- 
{ides Chriſt for{alyation, ar ſaving good, is bur fruitleſle 
and loft labour, | 


368 A 


SCET, 11, 


2 | Now proceed to clear the ſecond branch: That 
4 labouring in awj other way for ſalvation, than that 


To labourina 7-7 Chrift proponnds, is alſo 4 fruitleſs and vain laboxr, 


Fd ref The way which Chriſt propounded inthe former verſe, 
then what for the helping and ſaving of poor ſinners, was to come 
Chriſt pro- ro himſelf, ro buy of him, to beleeye on him, and to re- 
aww + ceive all without mony, and without price. Buying of 


Chriſt upon Chriſts gracious termes, this is Chritts way : 
Now to ſ{ctup any other way than this» for to get any 
ſaving good for our ſouls, and ro bee induſtrious in any 
_ way, is labour loſt, it will bring in nothing ac 
a s 
Arguments tw  Therc arc fix Arguments which to mce ſcem to de- 
demonſtrate ig. monſtrate rhis truth. 
1 God hath reverſed all other waies for ſalyation, 
and ſaving goods. | 
2 God hath ſetupthe way of Chriſt as the only way, 
3 This way of Chriſt is a1 unchangeable and an cycr- 
way. 
- + F y Tet way would bee extreamely injurious to 
5 Thus way of Chrilts for the obtaining of ſalyarion, is 
the beſt in all reſpeQs, 
6 This way et Chriſt is fure and efteQtual, and fois no 
other way. 
God hath re- © God hath reverſed all other waics | bo the ebtaining of 
vetied all orber ſalvation : Hee hath pulled down, and cancelled the way 
Waicts _ of works, as a Covenant of life, it is done away, 2 Cor, 3. 
I1, God took 8 ont of the way,Col. 2. 14. By the deeds of the 
Law ſhall no fleſh vee juſtified in his fight, Rom, 3, 20, No 


man 


Chap,s, All other wats for Salvation are fruitleſs. 369 
man is juſtified by the Law inthe fight of Ged, Gal. 3,1, 

2 God hath ſet up the wiy of Chriſt, as the otly way, 
Att 16, Jl . Mark. 16, 16, Rom. 3 28 Wee conclade God hath ſcrup 
that a man is juſtified by faith; without the deeds of the Law, the wiy of 
Gal; 2.16, knowing that 4 man is nt juftified by the works Chriſt, as t.ic 
of the Law, but by the Faith of Jeſw Chriſt, Gal. 3. 8, The only way. 
Scriptare foreſecing that God would juſtifie the Heathen 
through Faith, preached the GoSfel to Abraham, AXt. 13, 
39. By him, all that leleeve are juſtified from all things, 
ſrom which yee copld not bee juſtified by the Law. of Moſcs, 
Epheſ, 2,8, 9, by graceare yee ſaved through faith; nat of 
works, leſt any man boaſt, Certainly it is to no purpoſe 
ro labour for ſalyation inany other way, than that which 
God hath ſet up. | 

3 This way of Chriſt, viz, By belccving and reccivins This way of 
pon gracious termes, /t is an everlaſting, and an unchange- Ctvilt is 1 
a 


le way, Wa. 55. 3. yce rcad oiten, that the Covenant of —_— 


- 


gracc, the new Coycnant, is ſtiled an everlaſting Covenant, 
which ſtands, and abides, and is eſtabliſhed, and alters 
not, and ſo of the Goſpel, that it is the everlaſt:ng GoSþel, 
Rev. 14. 6. 'The new Covenant is everlaſting, in reſpe& 
of the parties, in reſpeR of mercies, 1n reſpeR of graces, in 
reſpect of the foundation, and in reſpeCt of the way, or con- 
artion of enjoyment, freely by Faith, beleeve and live; and (o 
the Goſpel 1s everlaſting, for the tr#ths of it; and for the 
goodneſs of it, and for ſalvation only by Chriſt, and for the 
way of union and communion with Chriſt; which is only by 
Faith, this never alters, "This way was in Adams time, 
preſently upon the tall, and in eAbrahams time, hee be- 
Iceved, and hee was jultificd by Faith, and fo in all ages; 
and ſo ſhall it bee to the worlds end : Ergo all the labour 
is loſt, in going any other way, 

Any other way would bee extreamely injurious to God, ww _ hon 11/ 
avd to (hriſt : That God ſhould in his infinite wiſdome, won "; T", 
pitch upon this way of ſaving Sinners, that hee ſhould God and to 
give his Son Jeſus Chriſt for that end; that Chriſt ſhould Chriſt. 
indure ſo much, and make his ſoul an offering for ſin; 
and treat with Sinners, having full authority to give life 
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370Ab other Þaies for Sairvation are fruitleſs, Chap. 8, 


unto.them, and infiit upon nothing but beleevins, for 
the free and full injoyment of himſclf, and. all ſaving 
good by him) and 1t after all rhis,a Sinner mighr finde our 
another way of his own for the injoyment of life ! this 
", would bee lucha {lurre to the wiſdome of God; to the 
” © coltract twixt him and Chriſt, ro all Chriſts undertak- 
ings, doings, ſufferings, treaties, propoſals, commands, 
articles, promiſes, all would bee made void and uſeleſs, 
(If righreonſneſs were by the Law, then Chriſt is deadin 
pain, Gal. 2,21, If they which are of the Law bee heirs, 
Faith 1s made void, ar.d the promiſe made of none effet, 
Rom. 4. 14.) But this ſhall never bee, man ſhall never 
bee wiſcr than God, nor eyer bee able to finde a better 
way to lite, than God hath found, nor to-mend the terms 
and articles of Chriſt, | 
; 6 This way of Chriſt is ſure and effetual, and ſo is none 
oor = other way : You may bee {ure in Chriſts way, there you 
ea. ph- {is have the promilcs; hee that beleeveth ſhall not periſh, but 
no other way, have overtaSTing life, Joh. 3. 15. Mark. 16, 6. Wes are of 
them that beleeve, to the ſaving of the ſont, Heb, 10.39, 
Hee that belzeverh on the Son, hath life, Joh, 3. 36. receiv- 
ing theendof your Faith, the ſalvation of your ſouls, 1 Pets 
7.9, you may ſafely and confidently venture your ſouls 
on Chriſt by Faith, and'all the good: which your fouls do 
need; Chriſt will nor fail the: beleever ;- but can-you ven- 
rure {o on yuur owa works, can they intitle you ſo as 
Faith in Chriſt, can they prevail tor you ſo as Chriſt ? 
Lord ! here are fo many good works done by mee, now 
give mee mercy for my fins, and. now jultific mee, and 
{ave mee tor their ſakes; nor for Chrifts (ake, but for their 
| ſakes; nor out of grace, bur out of juſtice; not for what 
3 nl Chriſt hath done, bur for what I have' done; can your 
| conſciences ſettle here 2 have you any command from 
| V2 God here to reſt >/haye.you any promiſe of life, to en- 
Þ } courage youto fix your hopes and confidenecs on auy 


thing but Chriſt alone by Faith > 


SECT,. 


4ſe, FSitbut labour loſt roſerup any thing but Chriſt, 
| bow to {er upon any other way, than belceying, 
for the injoymere of.like > Hance a double caurion, 

1 To CMiniſters,thereiore to: bee much in preaching 
of Chriſt : As our labour is but loſt in minding and rot]- 
ingfor any thing bur Chrift,{o your labours in preaching, 
will. come to little, perhaps to.nothins, it it be not Chritt, 
or ſomcthins in reterence to Chriſt, on which you ſo la=- 
borioutly inf in preaching; 245 Kingdome, {aid Chriſt, 
% zot of this world, Joh, 18, 36, {o your buineſ(s isnor the 
bufineſſe af this world; Go then and preach the King dome 
of God, Luk. 9. 60, in Luk, 12.13. 0ne'came to Chri, and 
laid unto him, CHafter, eak to my brother, that hee di- 
wide the inheritance withmee : what - doth Chriſt anſwer 
him? ſee werſ, 14, Man! who mad; mee judge, or a divi- 
der over you > I determine, {aid Pant, not to know any thing 
among yos, ſave Jeſu Chriſt, aud him crucified, T Cor, 2+ 
2,, aud wee preach not owr ſelves,but Chriſt Jeſw, the Lord, 
and our ſelves, yaur ſervants for Jeſt ſake, 2:Cor, 4. 5. 
and again, my little Children | of whom 1 travel in birth, 
tiH-Chriſ# bee formed inyou, Gal, 4, 19. you (ce his pains, 
his labours, his travel in birth, all for Chriſt, and to bring 
ro Chriſt. The preaching of Chriſt, 

1 1s your proper work; therefareare you called the Ai- 
#ifters of Chriſt ,the Minifters of the Goſpel, the Miniſters 
of the new Teſtament, 2 Cor ,3.6. That is your commil- 
tion, Go into all the world, and preach the Goſpel to every 
creatare, Mark. 16415, | 

2 15 a ſufficient and full work: who is ſufficient for theſe 


 _ #hings> 2 Cor.3.16+1Itis work enough to know Chriſt, 


and to make Chriſt known, to bring men in to Chriſt, 
and to build themup1n Chriſt: . | 
3 1s an honourable work,wee are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, 
2 Cor. 5, 20. zee arethe friends of the Bridegroow, Jos 3, 
39. ycc arcthe truſtces of Chrilt, catruſted with the 0- 
| Yy 2 pening 


Chap.? Miniſters ſhould bemuch in Preaching Chriſt. "= 


A double cau* 


rion 


To Minifters 
ro þe much in 
preaching 


Clrift, 


The preaching 
of Chriſt is 


Their proper 


work, 


A ſufficient and 
foll work. 


An honourable 
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"_- "People ſhould not ſleight Chap. 8. 


; _—_— 


pening of the myſteries of Chriſt, 
4 It is an excellent.work: No: work like this, to bee 
An excellent ponchag our ſelves for Chrift, and to bee winning of 
WO: k, ouls to Chriſt; this is the work which Chriſt himſclt did, 
which now honours Chriſt, and which God will blefle, 
{o that yo# ſhall ſee of the travel of your ſoul, 
gen 5 { 'S It will bee a comfort to you, when you come to dye: Thar 
oO mn ee expreſſion of Lather at his death was very precious: O 
ny hw OY Chrift | thee have I knows, thee have I l:ved, thee have I 
- ig ? taught, thee have Itruſted; and now into thy hands do 1 com- 
mend wy fpririt, 
2 To people; do not ſleight the Doftrin of Chrift, and 
To people. bee not ſo fooliſhly and phantaſtickly carried to hear per- 
a ſons, who preach many fine notions, fables, ſtories, but 
Chit, — Jittleor nothing of Chriſt : After all your hearings of 
men, it you hear not of Chriſt, though you get many 
witty exprefiions, though you meet with many curious 
and nic obſeryations, yer if you meet. not with Chriſt, 
all your labouris leſt , nothiag will come to any thin 
but Chriſt, and the injoyment of Chriſt. What a nr 
{ity is there to lo-k afrer Chriſt, and to ſtrive tor Faith ! 
Nay, it you ſhould apply yourſelves nauch to thoſe pla- 
ccs, where Chriſt is lacked, yct it you do but on- 
ly come and hear .( you cannot bee atrided ro come 
and buy, to come and beleeyc) all this is labour loſt, ir is 
for that which is not bread, it is for that which ſarisfics 
3, ., not. X It isnot the hearing of Chriſt, bur the injoyment 
+...” of Chriſt which will prove the bread of life, which will 
beeſaving good unto your fouls. - 


LY 
% —— 
4 

"4 


| SECT, IF, 
Uſe 2 A Reall coſts and charges loſt, all ſtudies and 


* ell. £ A labours fruitlefſe, which are laid onr on any 
erucaretul- bit Chrift, or in any way forthe injoyment of life, than 

ly lovkro.our 4 : 
Hearts, ro our ÞY coming to Chrilt?: her let 9 careſwlly look to owr hearts, 
labours,'ro our f9 0#r Labonrs, to ouy waiesy labour many of us-do, bur is ir 
waies * tOlnjoy Chriſt? and many waics werake (as we think)to 
' 3 invy 


Chap. 8- ; the Doin of Chrift 


373. 


injoy mercy, and good, and-help, and ſalvation for our 
ſouls; bur-is rhat way, Chriſts way? his way of beleevins, 
or is 1t not our own way of working? When you do fee, 
(O that wee did ſee more ! ) the miſeries of your ſouls, 
and the wants in your ſouls, the dangers on your fouls, 
the troubles on your ſouls; what do you do ? whither do 
you run? what courſe do you take? on whom and what 
do you rely and relt > there are but two waies in ſuch 2 
_ which men will fix on, cither the way of their own 
works, or elſe the way of beleeving on Chrift : now 
which of theſe do you finde your hearts fixed upon, and 
labouring in 2 you would have mercy, and you would 
have peace, and you would have Heaven, you would bee 
ſaved ; but on whom do you rely, and what courſe do 
you take for theſe > is all your labour for Chriſt ? is all 


your-labour for Faith? arc you not rather commending. 


your ſouls to your own works, and laying that feundati- 
on for your hopes, and.comforts,and injoyments to build 
upon ? Beloved, pardon mee; it I bee very ſolemn and 
ſerious with you in this bulineſſe : conſider I pray you 
tour things which I have to fay. 

1,The ſalvation of your ſoxls is a matter of the greateſt 
Concernment; Can any thing concern you more ? what can 
bee more'(in reſpec of your ſouls) than to bee eternally 
ſaved, or eternally loſt ? 

2 1f you miſ-lay your ſalvatios, your ſouls are loſt + It 
in Law you go02 with a wrons title, your cauſe will bee 
loſt: ſoit you go on in the cxpectation of Heaven, and 
all this while you build upon a foundation, which will 
neverbear ſuch a weight as that of eternal ſalyation, your 
ſouls are loſt : Take a little boat, and lay on it a thouſand 
weight, it ſurely finks, and all isloſt, ir cannor bear ſuch 
a burden. .' "iy 

3 If you place your ſalvation on any thing but Chriſt,it is 
wiſ-placed, it is mi(-laids it will never bee ſalvation to 
you : you are but in a dream, and when you awake, you 
will fiade your ſelves empty: Nothing is bread, nothing 
5 {alyation,. nor willit Prove ſoto you; but Chriſt, 

| 3 A Tt 
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Tuquite in 
what way you 
ſcek' for ſalva» 
tion, For 


The falr:rion 
cf your ſculs is 
a marter of rhe 
prear: ſt con- 
cernment. 


If you miſ-lay 
your ſa]yarion, 
your fouls are 
luſt 


If you place 
your ſfa]varien 
on any thi”p 
bur Clit, ic 
is mil-placed... 
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> ces for falya» Manisconfadent of mercy to pardon allhis fins; he is con- 
\ tion. gl L | 


374 Diſcovery of onr fetting up Chap. 8- 


It isa moſt ealy 4 It i8 4 moſt eaſy aud wuſunl thing with fnners to ſet up 
and uſual their ſaluationin ſore other thing thas Chriſt, and in ſome 
- . g9qphnqgf other way, than C hrifts way, As it 1s-the hardeſt thing (one. 
of them) in the world to.exalrt Chriſt, and his way, ro ſet 
himup alone, » to renounce all as drofle and dung, ro put 
the Crown of lite only on his head, to come to him thar 
wee may live, to beleeve on him, that wee may bee fay- 
ed, to bee fingularly induſtrious how to get union with 
him, to injoy him; and all ſaving good by him : Soon the 
contraryit is ſouſual, fo ordinary, fo natural, fo cafy ts 
us,tobce roving aftcr yanitics> not only for our bodies, 
but alſo for our fouls; to chuſe ro our {elves ciſterns that 
will beld no water, to build wpenthe ſands, to ſet up our 
ſelves,andour good meanings,and our own righteouſneſs. 
Queſt, Bat will ſome perhaps reply wnto mee, wee do not 
ſet np any mg beſides Chrift, nor do wee ſet any other way 
fer ſalvation, but Chriſts way : wee look unto Chriſt alone, 
and his way alone, for all ſaving good, 
Bom For anſwer unto this, I will briefly ſhew you two 
things, 
ned dre j L ow it may bee known that a perſon doth indeed ſet up 
perſon doth ſer ſore other things beſides Chrift for his ſalvation, and ſome 
up other other way than Chriſts way. | 
pom! rome 2 How it may bee known that a perſon ſets up Chriſt alone, 
wow wi erin” and his way alone for ſalvation, and for all ſaving good. 
1 It may appear that a perſon doth ſerup Gove other 
rhings beſides Chrift, and ſome ether ſaving way for 
himſelf, than Chrifts way» by {tx particulars, 
x By his titles and evidences, 
2 By his hopes and grounds. 
3 By his peace and quictnels, 
4 By hisreft and ſatisfaction. 
5 By his diligence about 6ther things, with the negle& 
of Chriſt, ; | | 
6 By the magnitying of his performances joyned with 
. an incompliance to the offer and way of Chriſt: 
By onreviden* © BY his titles aud evidences for mercy and ſalvation : The 


nt 


; 


Chap.8- - ether things beſides Chrift, 


fdent that God is ſatisfied and reconciled : he is confident 
that his perſon is accepted,and his ſoul ſhall be ſaved, And 


why arc you ſo-confident z what title have you unto 
thele? why ! 1 live civilly and quictly among my-neigh= 
bours, ad I deal juſtly and ſquarely with all men,. and I 
keepmy Church, and ſay my prayers, and{crye God'c= 


very day, and am charitable ro the poor, Bur brs | is 
this all your title, and have you 1ndced no bettcr ritle 
or evidence ? are theſe able to ſarisfhe Gods. juſtice tor 
your fins? are theſe fufticjent to-flay all enmity ? rorake 
off tlic differences twixt God/and: your fouls, ro make 
Your peace; to get your acquittance,. to purciale ſalya® 


tion * Al-poor wrerch ! thy labour 1s loſt; thou haſt all 


this whilebcen laying out thy mony for that which is not 
Bread, Arc thele a-Chrilt? are cheferhy Saviours > rhy 
Gods To deliver thee ? - | 

2 By his hapes and grounds: Self-hopes,. and ſelf- 
orounds, not Chriſt-hopes, and Chriſt-grounds : If the 
man;cafinde ſomething in hinw{clf3, chen hee hath-hopes 
and if nothing in himfelt, chen:hee hath no hope when jr 
comes to Chriſt alone, and'to-venturing and truſturg on 
Chriſt alone, hee hath nohope :? Doth nor chisſhew, that 
thereis ſomething elfe ſet up” be{ides Chritt? ſuppoſe a 
 p-rfon {truck with the fight and ſenſe of his fins (though 
. Chriſtbee hope cnough tor a-Sinner in ſuch acaſe) yet if 
Chriſt, and ſomething in Chriſt bee not his: hope, he doth 
- . not lookar Chriſts death, or ar Chritts righrcoutnetle, as 
- aground of hope, butit hee cither doth>or can do ſome 
- good work of hiSown>s this gives him hope: it hee can 
abſtain awhile from 10, this is hope; ithee.can- praviand 
mourn, this isall his hope of mercy. $5 in the expzSta- 
tion of any good from God; if hee finde inlargements of 
wards or deſires, theſe are all hix hopes; and 1t hee finde 
- ftraitneſſe and darkneſſe onhis- {pirir, then hec hath 
| no hopes” of. acceptance, audience, anſwer, O firs! it 
| Chriſt alone bee nor your hope, though there bee a 
Chriſt, yet it all vour hopes are raiſed from your own 


| affeNtions, and from your own performances, doth not - 


this 


By our hopes 
and grounds, 


T5 % 
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375 Diſcovery of fotting up ether things \&c. Chap, 8, 


By His peace 
and quicrneſs 


By bis ſatis- 
ation and e- 


acugh, 


on ew there is ſomething (et up for ſalyarion beſides: 
riſt? Ts | 

By his peace and quietueſſs : who is that, and what is 
that, which ftills and appeaſes thoſe many ' troubles in 
your conſciences ? The man hath ſinned, and the man 
15 troubled, andat length the man is quieted, but whence 
comes that peace and quierneſle ? why, hee could nor 
have any relt till hee prayed, and rill hee confeſſed his 
{ins, and wept tor ther and came and heard ſome good 
Sermon, and now his heart is more ateaſc and reſt XBe- 
loved, I grant that all theſe things are to bee done : but 
if upon, or for the doing of theſe, you think thar you 
have ſatisfied Gods juſtice for your fins, and made 
him full amends, aud therefore are now at peace-: aflu- 


' redly this is to Jabowr fog that which is wat bread, and for F; 
that which ſatisfies not : this is toſert up another peace- F: 
maker than Chriſt, and another way for your caſe of | 


conſcience;than beleeving on Chrift, )-/- 


4 By his ſatu fattion and enough: When a perſon | 
looks on his condition, as ſufficiently good, and on him- |: 
ſelf as fately happy, or conditionated for happineſſe, by |: 
ock inhis own hands, and Is managing þ 


reaſon of that 


or imploying of that ſtock, rhis man ſets up a falvation F 


out of Chriſt and anether way, than the way of Chriſt, 
This hee hath, and this hee doth, All theſe have 1 kept 
from my youth, what lack I yet? what would you have 


. mento bee? whatcan they do more? what need of þ 


any more ? private duties, publick performances ! no 
omiſſions of the one, or of the other: O my ſoul! 
mayeſtthou notnow take thine caſe? haſt not thou 


goods cnough laid up ? bur as hee ſaid once, when it | 


thundred ſo dreadfully» and lightened fo fearfully,thar the 
people thought the day of judgement was come; 


{1id hee, but where is Chriſt? I cannot ſee Chrilt : | 
So may Iſay, amongſt all theſe flaſhes of devorion) þ 


and noiſe of religious performances; O butwhere 1s 


Chriſt 2 I ſee not Chrilt, 
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| Ghap.s Djerony of Jeting apotber thing, 56. 377 


- Fifthly, By bu diligence in the way of works, but his neg- 
ligence in theway of fanth : Hee thinks of damnation tor 


difobedicnccybut_ nor for upbeleets hee will nor-by any. 
' means neglect to hear; to read, to pray, and itany inter= 


cifion or interruption falls in here, heeis troubled : Q, 
but all this while the man lives without faith, his heart 
knows not the excellencics of Chriſt, his heart is not per= 
{waded, is not bowed, is not drawn 1n to Chriſt, and the 
rotal abſence of Chrilt and of faith troubles him nor, nor 
ever did trouble him, Surely this man intends not the 


ſalvation of his ſoul at all, offers his ſalvation upon his- 


works, and nor upon Chriſt, looks for itin the way of 
doing; not in the way of belceving. 

Sixrhly, By the magnifying of his performauces joyned all a- 
long with an incompliance and #nſubjeftiontoChriſt, Dutics 
hee comes oft unto, and ſcts a high rate on them, but 
Chriſt hee comes not up unto; notwithſtanding all his 
prayers, confeſſions, hearings, his heart and foul cannot 
embrace Chrilt, as Chriſt and Saviour, nor can hee ven- 


. ture on Chriſt alone, nor dares hee to reſt on the free 


race and mercy of God, in Chriſt alone,for mercy, and 
For his ſalvation: Why, this is a plain fleighting of 
Chriſt, and ſetting up of our own works. 
Secondly,It may appear, hat a per - fets np Chriſt alone, 
ard his way alone for his ſalvation : by tour particulars. 
.. 1 By fearing himſelf at his beſt, 

2 Encouraging himſzlf at theworſt, 

3 Bydoing all that hce can for Chriſt, and yer re- 
nouncing all tor Chriſt, 

4 When all isnothing, unleſle Chriſt who is all bee 
enjoycd : I ſhall rouch onely on the two firſt, 

Firſt, By fearing himſelf in hi beſt: As Paul who was {0 
careful and exact in his converſation, and performances, 
and yet hee had no confidence ar all inchem ; hee durſt 
not ſettle on them, and reſt on them, and venture his 
foul on that bottome. This is not Fersſalem, nor is 
this Jerxſalems ſaid the Travellor : fo, here are pray- 

Z CISs 


By his dili- !72,, 


Eve in the ** 
way Of works, 
ard his nepli- 
EeNnce ;n the 
way of fiith. 


By the migni*- 
fying ot his 
performances 
with an un{ub+- 
j*Rion to 

C briſt. 


How it my 
appear we let 
up Chriſt a- * 
lone. 


By our fearing 
our ſelves in 


our Bcſt 
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Diſcorvery of onr ſetting up Chriſt alone; Chap,® 
ers, but they are not Chriſt ; and here are tears, bur 
they are not Chriſt; and here isa righteouſneſſe, O but 
1t isnot Chrifts righteouſneſſe : Here are many things, 
but all theſe cannor make up a Chriſt: Yer I necd 
Chrift, yer I muſt haye Chriſt: theſe are boards but Chriſt 
is.the thip ; theſe are difhes, but Chriſt is the mcar: theſe 
may. evidence life, but they are not my lite ;zy when a 
man caſts his crown to the ground : and puts the crowti 
on Chritt alone : O Lord Chriſt, my 1ll works are: e&- 
aough to damn mee , and my good works are not c- 
nough to ſave mee : I fear my worft works, yea , and 
I tear my beft works:O ! I muſt gain theeyor elſe my beſt 
Will looſe and undo me, 

- þþ © Secondly, By encouraging himſelf at ha worſt : when. 

- By qacourng: 4 look on my preſent courſe of godlineſſe, I blefſe God, 

9, 4 andre but yer thereT darenot truſt, and when I look on my 
| * forc-paſt courſe of wickedneſle, I mourn, - but yerthere is 
hope in Chriſt, yer Idareto look on Chrift, to come to 
Chriſt,co truſt onChriſt for mercy and grace:my beſt per- 
formances make not up a worthineſs, and my finful un- 

worthineſs makes not up an hinderance.: 


4 


FL 


WG 0 I noG na RT Hot Ai 36aÞ A AB PA ne E421 As 
200 RENDER RE opt rt a IRS EE 


RE SL Aks DAI LR 


Chap.g \| (brifts gracious offers reneweds | 


S0SSSSISIAS ASSES 


Hearken drligently #xto mee and eat yee that which is good, 
and let your ſoul delight it ſelf in fatneſſe, <2 


CHAP. TX. 


N the former part of the verſe yee 
have feen, 

i The mubindneſſe of ſmuners in 
ſleightihg the offers of Chriſt. 

2 The fooliſhneſſe and vanity of 
ſinners) in labouring after help and 
{alvation in ſome other things than 

= _ Chriſt,and in ſome other way than 
Chriſts way. And1n this latter part of the. verſe, you 
may (ce the ſurpaſſing gooaneſſe of Chriſt, who doth not 
anſwer fools according to their folly, nor yer deals with 
ſinners as ſinners deal with him : wee fleight Chriſt, but 
Chriſt doth nor fleight us > wee turn from him,yet hee 
doth not turn from us; wee will not come to himz yet 
hee oftens comes to us; when wee have tryed the market 
in other places, and returned empty and aſhamed, then, 
after all this,and notwithſtanding all this,dothChriſt call 
the ſecond time, and renews his offers (you cxperimen- 
tally finde, that your ſouls can get no good anv where 
but in mee; therefore) hearken diligently nnto mee, and eat 
yo that which is good, and let yorr ſoul delight it ſelf in 

atneſſe. OY 

In which words you have three things obſcryable in 

Ciwiſts gracious offers unto ſinners : they are firſt re- 
pemted or renewed ; Chriſt doth not alwaies reje& them 
that reſale him : as hee hath goodeetle to make an os 

| | Dry 0 
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380 C briſts gracious offers renewed. Chap.'9; 
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of good to the Sinner, ſo hee hath love enough to 
make yer another offer,even to the refuſing finner (Come 
ay” in the former verſe, hearken wnto mee in thi 
ycric 

Secondly, Earneſtly or vehemently preſſed ( Audiendo 
audite, in hearkning bearken : O, by all means hearken 
into mec, come, belceves' accept of my offter,) 

Thirdly, Encouraged, ſingularly encouraged with two 
Arguments, b6rſt, reallity of good ( and eat you that 
which is good: {econdly , (weetneſſe of geod (and let your 
ſoul delight it ſelf, &c,) Chrilt is g004, and Chriſt is de- 
light to. the hearkning and beleeving ſoul: thirdly, fwl- 
nefſe of good eyen to ſaticty (let your ſoul delight it ſelf in 
fatmeſſe)which 1s ſweet and fſatislying,or ſufficing.So that 
you have here conſiderable, 

Firſt, That the offers of grace are ſometimos renew- 
ed by Chriſt, cven towards them who have refuſed the 
cff.rs of grace. | 

Secondly, That Jeſus Chriſt is very earneſt and im- 
portunate with ſinners to hearken to him, 

"Thirdly, That real good, good indeed, delighting 

ood, and fatisfving good, wili come unto all who. do- 
earken and come to Chriſt, 


SECT. I. 
Dott, 1 T = Jeſms Chrifft is pleaſed ſometimes to mw 


Chriſto ren n:w ki gracious offers,towarc's them who have 
pf + nr i - 0 refuſed his gracious offers, e doth nor preſently give 
+ PP bem OVCL» Withdraw forſake, but waits,that hee may bee gra= 
that have refu= 5/99, ſtrives to faſten love and mercy on us, throwes 
{ed them, out the bait again, revives his ſuite, calls again; offers 
Fioved: again, entreats again ; In the former verſe come and 

buy; in this, hearken diligently unto mee, in the next 


verſ, Incline thine ear and come #nto mee, This truth I. 


ſhall endeayourto clear unto you;by ſcriptures, and by 
| arguments... _ OE OE | Nd. 
By Soriprares, Firſt, By Scriptares,. T. will mention. ſome places and 

| pailages 


<< Y 


Chap. o Chrifts gracious offers Teh ewed. 


# Ray 


38s on 


pallages there, Gen. 6. 3. my fpirit ſhall not alwaties ſtrive 
with man: though his ſpirit ſhould nor alwaies ſtrive,yer 
it did ſtrive, it did wrettle; Now there are three things 
in ſtriviag or wreſtling. % 

Fils Therc is an indcayour putforth to overcom2 a- 
nother, 

Secondly, There is an oppoſition made againſt that. 
indeavour. 

Thirdly , There isa manifold exerting of Strength 
and power, yet to put down that oppoſition and reſt 
{tance, ro make another to yeild, T his doth Chriſt with 
Sinners : hee offers himfſelt and all ſaving good unto 
them, and indeavours to perſwade them, ro overcome 
them, to bring them in 7 but finners many: times 'refilt. 
thefe cfers of grace, they will not hearken, nor yeild, 
and then doth Chriſt aflay them again,and wreſtles with 
them, takes hold of them again, with renewed of- 
fers, and entreat1's to make them willing, and ſubdue 
themunto-himlelf, Rev. 23, 20, Behold I ſtand at the 
dooy and knock; Chriits cfters are ſomerimes {tiled a cal- 
ling nato Sinncrs, Prov, 1. 24. and ſometimes a crying 
out urto Sinners, Jer.7.37. and here a knocking at rhe 
doors of Sinners, and a ffanding at their doors axd 


knocking : Knocking is uſually areperition of ſtrokes, - 


certainly a ſtanding at the door, and knecking, implics- 
as much , a many times dealing with ſinners , a frequent; 
offering, a frequent aflaying of them,to hearken to the 
voicc of Chriſt, fat. 23, 37. O Jernſalem, Jeruſa= 
lem, thor that. killefl the Prophets, and ftoneſt them that. 
are ſent unto thee >. how oft:n_ would I have gathered thy 

children together, even as an hen gathers her ch:chens under 
ber wings, and yee would wt? Flereare offers made. by 

Chriſt, untoa very unkind people , and many kind of= 
fers : how often, 8&c. as an hen, &c,. frequent in cluck-- 
ing, Luk, 19. 42.1f chou hadſt known,at leait in this thy 

daythe things that do concern thy peace | mark! here are 

ofters of peace, and: fach. as were' divers times made; 
ele what is thatzat. leaſt ings thy day. Rom. 10,,21, 
NAGbs.. v3. 1" al 


_ 


— 


bs: Cinjugratmomrned. Clapy 


All the day long have I ſtretched forth my hands to a gain- 
ſay ing and aiſobedient people, The ſtretching forth of his 
hands, what was thatz but his. glorious offers? and a 
gain-{aying and diſobedicnt people, who- are they, but a 
retuſtng and. fleighting people ?. yet all the day lons; 
CCC, | nh 
ByArgaments. 2 BY Argumems, It will alſo appear, that Jeſus Chriſt 
It appears doth renew his gracious offers, by 
lakh coats, FM The continuance of the Goſpel (ſometimes) 4 long time 
_ OT unto ſinners, who fleight and refuſe the GoSpel, A people 
Gaſpcl a long ſometimes cnjoy the Goſpel, rwenty, or forty, or,fitty 
rime, to ſuch as Years together : andthe Goſpel is Chriſts time of treat- 
refuſe it. ing with them, his time of love, his time to waoe and al- 
lure Sianers : whenſoever the Goſpel is preached, and as 
often as that is preached, ſo long and fo often is Chriſt 
cftcring himſclt unto Sinners, calling, and inviting, and 
beleeching of them. 
By the long at- 2 The long attendance of Chriſt.upon ſinners, Cant, 5. 2. 
tendince of. opex to mee my Siſter, my Love, my Dove, my undefiled, for 
oF ſt upen oy head #5 filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of 
”—_ the night, Luk. 13. 7, Behold theſe three years I come 
ſecking fruit on this fig-tree, and finde none, Rev. 3.20, 1 
ftand at the door : And how long doth hee ſtand ar the 
Sinners door, before the deat Sinner hears, before the 
drowly Sinner will riſc, betore tke proud Sinner will 
open the door? 


PLN 


By the by 3 The late efficacy of the Goſpel: It is the laſt hour of 
-Golycl. the day, it is ſometimes almoſt. night, before ſome Sins 


ners are brought in : .they ftand id!e allthe day long ; they 
loſe many an hour, many a ſeaſon, many an offer, have 
withltood many a motion, and quenched many work- 
ings of the ſpirir, and yet at laſt Chriſt hath overcome 
them, anJperſwaded themznew offers have been cfteQu- 
al, when former offers have been fruitkſle, HE 

By the fears of 4 The fears of broken ſinners, and troubled conſciences : 
brok:n $.a-, Amongſttheir many troubles, which lic heavy upon 
ners, them, and amongſt the many fears which do perplex and 
dceſtraQ them; this is one of the greateſt, Chriſt will never 


look 


ud 
laſting life, until they defpiſe him; until they grow ſtub- 


6 The renewing of his commiſſion, and authorizing of 
ore Embaſſadors, after hee hath called home the former, the 
Miniſters of Chrift arc the Embaſſadors of Chriſt, an 
they receive a commiffion from him to preach the Goſ- 
pel:. Heecalls them» and hce ſends them aind hee calls” 
them back againby death, and ſometimes allo a people 
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By the renew- 
ing of ti's com» 
miſſion to more. 
Embaſladors. 


do ſhamefvlly intreat them (as Paul complained of them ot - 


Phtlippi, 1 Thel. 2, 2.) and deſpitefuly uſe them (as Chriſt 

delivers it in his parable; Aatrh, 22,6.) yer Jeſus Chriſt 

calls and ſends more Embafladors,” and fends other ſer- 

vants with the ſame commiſſion, with the ſame Goſpel, 

with the ſame offers, with the ſame articles, with the 

ſame charge, for the ſame end, to work on Sinners, to be-- 
ſeech them, to perſwade them, to allures and: inconrage 

them, to aſſure them of all mercy, ot all ſaving good, if 
yet they will hearken and come in unto him; doth not 

this variety of commiſſions plainly prove a multiplicity 

of Chriſts gracious offers? | 


SECT. 


384 Why(briſt reneweth bis gracious Offers .Chap: « bY 


SECT. Il, 


The rexſans of Quelt, JD #t why is Chriſt pleaſed ſometimes to renew bis 
its gracion offers towards them,who have ſleighted 
and refuſed bus gracious ofers ? 

Sol. There arediyerſc reaſons of it. 

The love of * 1 The love of Chriſt (amor benevolentiae) ts great to fin- 
Chriſt is great ers: To know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth knowled $78 
to Sianers. FEpheſ, 3.19, To him that loved ms, and waſhed us from our 
ſons in his own blood, Rey, 1.5. Greater love than this hath 
»0 man, that a man lay down bis life for his friesds, Joh. 15. 
. 13, and yer Chriſt died for the nngodly, Rom,5, 6. Now 

there are four properties in amore bexevolentie, 

I- It breeds many thoughts and cares towards others. 

2 Irbrceds many deſircs, and well-wiſkes, 

3 Ir puts out many aQts and indeavours for good. 

4 It isnot eaſily weary of doing good, nor withdrawn 
from doing g20d. And heace it 1s, that Chriſt is pleaſed 
often to come to Sinners, and often to call upon Sinners, 
and often to renew his gracious offers unto them, tor hee 
laves them with a love of benevolence; and this is a truth, 
that a benevolent love would bee, or is, a beneficial and 


he Chrith bountiful love. 

4 3 —_ 1 3 Jeſm Chriſt is very mercifml : hee iscalled 4 merciful 

7 we H:gh Prieft, Heb. 2. 17. Now there are four things in 
mercitulneſſe, . 

x Excecding pitty and compaſſion, 

2 Excecding readinelle tohelp and ſuccour. 

3 Exceeding tendernefle in dealing. 

4 Exceedins willingneſfle to pardon andſave. 

And all theſe things are in our merciful Chrilt ; hee is 
full of compaſſion and bowels (none pittics a Sinner ſo as 
Chriſt) hee is ready to help : Lo I come ſaith Chriſt | hie 
eame to ſeekhthas which was loft, hee freely came to Sin- 

ers, and freely gave himſelf for Sinners. Hee 1s very 
render in dealing with Sinners, will not break. the bruiſed 
reed, nor diſcourage any from comming to him) _ 

cc 


Chap. g Why Chriſt reneweth bis gracious Ojfers. 


hee is moſt willing to do them good : it hee were wiling 
to lay down his lite tor them, ſurely hee 1s willing to 
help and fave them ;- and then no marvel 1t one of fuch 
2 merciful nature, bee willing oftcn to renew the offers of 
mercy. : 

3 Jeſms Chriſt is of a very patient nature, long-ſuttering 
dwelis with him. Thereis a threefold patience; there is 
patientia in ſ#ſtinends, a paticnce in bearing, and there 1s 
patientia in abſtinendo,a paticnee in forbearing, and there 
is patientia in expettando, a paticnce in waiting, All theſe 
are in Chriſt : Chriſt did patiently bear all that God or 
men laid upon him : Chriſt did patiently terbear to deal 
with Sinners, as Sinners dealt with him, being reviled, 
hee blefled : And Chriſt doth patiently wait upon Sin- 
ners, expecting when they will hearken : patience 15 not 
calily moved, nor will patience preſently remoye; there 
isa length in patience, and a greatneſle of detire., 

4 It ts the office of Chriſt tobee a Savionr of Sinners, and 
the end of hu work, to ſave that which was loſt, and Chrilt 
will not bee wanting unto his own office, nor to his own 
end. Hee had neyer come into the world, but to ſave Sin- 
ers; hee had not lived, hee had not died eiſe. This was 
fins operantis, which Chriſt propounded to himſelf, and 
this was finis operis, His doings and {ufferings, his 
preachings, his ſetting up the Goſpel, the great end of all 
was»and 1s tobring in poor Sinners, and to ſave them, 
Will not every one bee diligent in his office > will not 
every one bee much in acting towards the great end hee 
aimes at, bee laborious for that > Now the ſalvation of 
dinners is Chriſts great end, and the gracious offers of 
himſelt is the great m-ans for Chriſt to attain that end, for 
It is the means to bring in ſinners to himſelt; and chere- 
fore wonder not that hee often ren-wes theſe oft-rs, that 
hee doth not preſently give Sinners oycr : It was his 
work, it was his own end, hee took his commiſſion, and 
hee took our condition, upon this conſidcration, to 
bee a Saviour of Sinners, | 

5 There are ſeveral ſeaſons for Sinners tocome into Chriſt: 


aa - All 


[2 


Jeſus Chriſt is =>; 
of a vtry pati» ' 
ent nature, 


Ir is Chuifts of- 
hce, and the 
end of his 
work to ſvg 


ſigners. 


There are ſeves 
ral ſerſors for 
Sinners to 
come in to 


Chriſt, 


—_ 
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Chriſt doth 
this, to cur off 
all fears and 
diſgourage- 
ments and af- 
fare of his real 
antention to do 
ihcm gocd. 


Why Chriſt reneweth bis Uflers, Chap. 9, 


"All come not in at the firſt hour of the day, nor atthe 


ſixth hour : ſome are to come in ſooner, and ſome are 
ro comcin later, Why all who live under the Goſpel 
are not brought into Chriit , chere are reaſons for that; 
and why all of thoſe, whom God will ſave 1n a place, 
are not brought in to Chriſt at once (out ſome ar one 
time) and {ome at another) there are reaſons alſo for this 
why Gcd lifters any one (whom hee purpoſeth to ſave) 
to {ſtand out (at all) againſt the Goſpel, to refuſe any 
one offer of Chriitz there are reaſons alſo tor this, Hee 
knows belt how to magnifie the work, and the richesof 
lis own grace, Bur this is certain, that there 1s a time 
when Evangelical offers ſhall bee made effeCtual to the 
cle of God, though that time be antecedently unknown 
ro us, and therefore Chriſt will have his gracious offers 
often publiſhed, and often tendred unto Sinners, becauſe 
though the time of ſome bee to come in ar the firlt offer, 
yct the time of others is to come in upon the renewed and 
mulciplied offers. | | 

}cſus Chriſt renewes and multiplies his gracious offers 
unto Sinncrs, to cnt off all fears and diſconragements in 
Sinners, and toſcttle them 1n 4 better per ſwaſion of his real 
intention and purpoſe todo them good: You read what God 
commanded Moſes when hee wasto go into Egypr, that 
hee ſhould work many wonders therc, amongſt the chil- 
dren of Iſrael: Andſaith God, Exod, 4. 8.1f they will zot 
beleeve thee, nor hearken to the voice of the firſt ſign, they 
will beleeve the woice of the latter fgn: I apply it to the bu- 
fincſle in hand, Sinners are full of unbeleet when Chriſt 
comes amongſt them, and offers himſclf, and full mercy, 
and all ſaving good unto them, and all this upon moſt 
gracious termcs; they can hardly belceve that Chritt is 
real and ſerious inthis, that indeed hee will bee, and be- 
{tow all this good on chem; and therefore is Jeſus Chriſt 
pleaſed to renew and repeat all this good to come again, 


To offer it again, that hee might ſettle their hearts, and 


raiſe them to a confidence on him, that verily hec intends 
all ſaying good unto them, if they will come ro him, Ir 


Chap,s. Why Chrift reneweth bis Offers, J 


is with us Sinners about Chriſt and his grcat. offers, as it 
was with Jaceb about Joſeph, and his advancement, and 
his afteftions to him : His ſons come no him, faying, 
Joſeph is yet alive, and hee is goternour over all the land 
of Egypt, and Jacobs heart fainted, for hes beleeved them 
xot : but when they told him all the words of Joſeph, and 
when hee ſaw the Waggens which Joſeph had ſent to carry 
him, the ſpirit of Jacob their Father revived : So when 
Chriſt comes firlt co poor Sinners, and makes moſt graci- 
ous offers wnto them (as you have heard) the hearts of 
. Sinners are apt to fear, and to miſ-give themſelves: O 
that it might bee thus! bur all this mercy and goodneſle is 
not intended by Chriſt unto us : but then when Chriſt 
comes again, and ſtands often at the door and calls, what 
do you mean that you hearken not unto mee, that you 
beleeve mee notz that vou come not unto mee for all 
this ſaving good? why, lam ſcrious and real in my of- 
tcts, I mean what I ſpeak, I would fain do you good, and 
therefore I am come again, and make the ſame offers a- 
gain: Now upon this, poor Sinners begin to conſider, 
and ro conclude, ſurely this is a faithful ſaving, this offer 
of Chriſt is a good ofter, and worthy of all acceptation, 
why may not I yenture, why ſhould not I hearken, what 
rea{on have 1 to diſtrait and fear this good Chriſt, who 
ſurely means mee well and really defires my everlaſting 
g00d:-Why elſe ſhould hee come fo often to mee > He can 
get nothing at all by mee, bur I may get all good by him, 
ſurely I may;(uch earneſt dealings, ſuch frequent addreſ(- 
ſes of his grace, aſſure mee ſo much, I will come to him- 
7 Jeſus Chriſt renewes and multjplies his gracious of- 
ters unto Sinners, to juſtsfie and clear himſelf againſt all the 
cavils and complaints of Sinners ; that every mouth 
may bee ſtopped. And truly itisvery conſiderable, 
what admirable wiſdome there appears in the Evan- 
gcllical way of ſalvation, or in th* way of Chrilis 
dcaling with Sinners in the Goſpel, ſo that the re- 
tuſing Sinner ts in cyery reſpett left in-xcuſable. If hee 
cavils; O but I have never heard ot Chriſt ! hee is {t- 
Aad os | lenced, 


Chriſt doth | 
this, to juſti» 
fi: himſelf a» 
pgainſt all the 


complaints of 


fianes, 


ants ot 
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lenccd, tor the Goſpel hath becn preached unto him : If 
hee pretends : O but I never heard of ſo much good in 
Chriſt tor Sinners; hee is anſwered, for the Goſpcl which 
hath revealed Chriſt, hath alſo reycaled all the good in 
Chriſt - It he ſaith, O but this good was never offered un- 
to mce ! hee is contuted, for it 1s ſaid, #xto you 3s the Goſpel 
of this ſalvation preached, It hee replies, O but upon ſuch 
hard termes and conditions, that no Sinner could bee 
capable of all that good which was offered hee is pre- 
ſcntly diſproved, for Chriſt hath ſaid, come aud bny with- 
ont meny, and withontprice, If hee yet complains, O but 
Chriſt was in haſte, hee was too quick for mec, hee gave 
mceno time toconlider, hee would not ſtay a little : hee 
made mee one offer only, and becauſe I did not preſcntly 
accept of it, hee theretore reje&ed mee, and would never 
deal with mee more : why, this will bee found falſe and 
frivolous: for Chriſt renewes his gracious offers, he often 
deals with Sinners, come and bay, and again, hearken unto 
mee, and yet again, inoline your ear, and come unto mee, and 
your ſoul ſhall live : {othat Chriſt by his offers, and by 
his trequent offers of grace and mercy to Sinners,ſtands 
perfectly cleared, and the damnation of Sinners for their 


xctulals of them, is molt rightcous, ” 
SECT, HI. 
Uſe 1 Here are diyerſe uſes to bee made of this 
; point : doth Jcſus Chriſt renew ſometimes 


his gracious offers unto them, who have {leighted and re- 
_ his gracious offers? hence wee may bee inform- 

ed, | 
Inform:tion; 1- Then Jeſus Chriſt is not unwilling to do good unto pror 
That Chriſt is Sjnmers; Is hee unwilling to do 1inners any good, who fo 
n«tu willing often comes to Sinners and uitrcats them to accept of all 
—w—qpq to ſaving good ? Why have wee any unworthy thoughts of 
Chriſt,as if he were an hard Maſter,and as it good will to- 
wards men wcre not to be found in himzand as if it were 
almoſt impoſlible to obtain kindnefle and bounty mp 
= im; 


ht 


Ehap.9 Inferences from Chrifts renewal of bis Offers, 32g 


him; or it were hardly drawn from him ; 1 befeech you 
tell mc, | 

x Who ts firſt in good, Chrift or the Sinner>his thoughts, 
or our thoughts, his ofters, or our deſires? is not hee of- 
{cring before wee are asking ? 1s not hee knocking at the 
door, before wee are opening of the door > is not hee 
finding of us, betore wee are ſeeking of him? Surely hee 
isnot unWilling to do us good, who preyents us in good, 
who is offering all good unto us, before wee are deliring 
of any good from him, nay, before wee are thinking to 
deſire arty good from him. 

2 Who is moſt ative in goed >» Chriſt, who is willing to 
o1ve it, or the Sinner, who is unwilling to receive it? hee 
who opens his hand, or hee who ſhuts his hand ? 14 Chritt 
bee unwilling to bee denied, then queſtionleſle hee is wil- 
ling tobe received, and if he were not unwilling to be de 
nied by SinnersS,whence 1s it,that his love makes ſo many 
addrefles, and oyertures, and ofters of grace, and mercy 
to them? 

2 Then Sinners are very backward, if not averſe to come to 
Chriſt, and to cloſe with ſaving good (much adoe to 
bring in ſtout, rocky, ſtubbornhearts, and ſtifte-necked) 
why Elfe ſhould there nced ſo many offers to be made un- 
ro them on Chriſts part. Multicudes of gracious offers, as 
they do ſhew a great deai of kindnefſe and forwardneſſe 
on Chriſts part; ſo likewiſe they do ſhew much unkind= 


neffe and backwardnefle on the ſinners part. It is a moſt. 


evident truth, that the more that Chriſts gracious offers 
are, or haye been, the more refuſals hath the Sinner been 
guilty of, and if Chriſt bee ſtill knocking ar the door, you 
have not yet opened the door; it hee bee yet calling, you 
have nor yet hearkened unto him, The many gracious 
offers of Chrift have in them a twofold reaſon, 


1 Of exceeding adm:ration at the ſingular goodneſſe of 


Chriſt, who ſtill is good, and would do good, 
2 Of exceeding humiliation,at the intollerable baſeneſle, 
and hardnefle, and untowardneſle of our hearts which 
ſhould have ſtooped, and _ in at the fiſt ſummons of 
| aa 3 


grace, 
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350 Inferences from Chiiſts renewal of bis Offers;Chap, 9, 


grace, but yet have ſtood our and refuſed fo many kinde 


offers of mercy from Chriſt: O what cauſe have wee 
ro mouri over our proud, and ſtubborn, and foolith 
hearts ! 

3 Then Chriſt takes not all advantages againſt Sinners, 
If thou Lord fhouldeft mark iniquities, laid David, Pl, 
I30. 3, O Lord! whoſhall ſtand ? It the Lord were as 
haity to puniſh, as men are forward to fin, there would 
preſently bee an end of all ſinful men : So here, it Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould bee as forward to refuſe ſinners, as finners 
arc to rctuſe him. Sinners ſhould periſh, they ſhould ne- 
ver have hope of life and ſalvation more : You, have 
heard heretofore what a great ſinir was to refuſe Jeſus 


Chriſt inhis gracious offers, what unkindneſfle, provocas 


tion, injury, and likewiſe what a juſt forfeiture of mercy 
the retuſing of mercy was; you never do refuſe one offer 
of Chriſt, but therefore Chriſt might cloſe up the day, 
withdraw himſelf, and for eyer reject you, as unworthy 
of loye and lite ; bur youſee, that hee 1s not fo ſevere a- 
gainſt you; hee doth not preſently take the forfeiture, 
hee pitties you more than you pitty your ſelves, hee 
would not bee inriched with your ſpoils, hee had ra- 
ther win you with many offers, than deſtroy you for 

the refuſal of ſome, ET | 
4 Nay, fourthly, hence it will follow, that then Chrift 
deals better with Sinners, than they deſerve, or than they 
deal with Chriſt, They ſhut him out, and yet hee ſtands 
at the door and knocks, hee calls, and they ſtop their 
cars, and yet hee calls again, come unro mee wee will 
not come, and yet this retuſed, Chriſt comes again, and 
{ajes, come : the kinde Chriſt ofters, the uokindge ſinner 
refuſeth, and yer the kinde Chriſt waits upon,and intreats 
the unkinde Sinner again, This is grace indeed, this 1s 
a Chriſt indeed, who looks not at our worthincfle when 
hee makes his firſt offers, and paſles by our noaworthi- 
neſle when hee makes his ſecond offers. This ;: ſtrange 
dealing,and unuſual; the Sinner runs from Ciuiit, and 
yct Chriſt runs after the Sinner; the Sinner is high, aid 
; = Ver 


Chap. g-Ghriſts renewed offers muſt be conſidered. 391 


yet Chriſt will ſtoop, the {inner will not take, and yet 
Chriſt will wait, the finner {le1ghts a Chrilt, and yet this 
Chrilt again entreats thar finner, 

5 Thenſurely, The »ffers of 


Chrift (either as to the The offers of- 
Acceptance of them, or as to the refuſal of them) are of ve= Chriſt are of 
either there isa ſpecial blefſingyif very greac 
wee regard them , or there is a ſpecial danger,if we do <wnequence. 
refuſe them : Ir is not rationally to bee imagined, that 
Felus Chritt who is the wiſdome of God, and the lite 
of Sinners , ſhould bee fo importunate with them for 
matrers of no concernment at all, or of a mean and in- 
conſiderable concernment : Ono, afluredly Chriſt and 
his gracious offers are very great in themſelves, and 
are of yery great conſequence unto us : there cannot bce 
lefſe than our lite or our death in them : hee thar beleew- 
eth on the ſon hath everlaſting life, aud hee that belceveth 
wor the Son, (ſhall xot ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth 
zha 3. 36, The frequency of Chriſts offers} 
and his importunity with us to accept of them, imply 
our blefledneſle, it wee accept of them , and our cternall 
miſery,it we do continue in the refuſing of them.. 


SECT>IV., 


S Jeſus Chrift pleaſed ſometimes to renew his 

gracious offers,even towards them , who have They towkom 
refuſed his gracious offers? then let ſuch ſinners, unto Chriſt mule- 
whom Chriſt yet continues and multiplies his gracious 
offers, conſider and take heed , 


Ty great conſequence; 


plies his graci* 
and bee inſtruct- 21 «ffers 


Firſt, Seriouſly conflder and lay this to heart, There Sericully conn 
are {ix times which call for ſerious conſideration. 1 when fider and lay 
God gives men many warnings to repent of their fins. this rohearr. 
2: When God brings many judgements on men for 

3 When men mect with many afflictions, 

and croflesin their outward eſtates. 4 When men do 

feel many laſhes and accuſations in their conſciences for 

their fins,. 5: When. men do taſte of niany outward . 
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Chriſts renewed offers muft be conſidered, Chap.9 


Five things e- 
{pe-ially ra be 
conſidered, 


The unſpcaka- 


ble mercy ot 


C hiſt. 


The intention 
and aim of 


gracious offers. 


- 


bleflings and mercies. 6 When they have lived long 
under the Goſpely and hayc enjoyed many gracious ot- 
ters from Jeſus Chrilt, . 

Now there are five principal things, which wee, who 
have lived long under the Goſpel, and have cajoyed ma- 
ny gracious offers from Chriſt, ſhould conſider: 

Firſt, wee ſhould confider the unſpeakable goodneſſe and 
mercy of Chriſt > O what a mercy it is for finners but ro 
have the news of mercy : -It is more to have any hopes 
of mercy ;, it is yet more to have all mercy offered ro 
them: 1tis yet more to have all this mercy preſſed up- 
on them, otten prefled upon them, I conteſle it is the 
oreatelt mercy to finde Chriſt inour hearts, but yer 
it isa great mercy to finde Chrift {till ar our doors, 
that Chriſt ftill is offerings mercy, that hee 1s not gone 
from us, that our carcleſnefſe and pride , and unyil- 
lingaeſic,have nor yet cloſed his lips 3 nor ſhut his hands, 
bur yet there is hope, bur yet the day of our peace and 
viſitation laſteth; but yet Chriſt calls unto us, return, 
and live,hear and live,l am yet willing to forgive you;to 
accept of you, to ſave you.O conſider of this incompa- 
rable love,kindnefle,mercy, goodnefle , and graciouſ- 
ncfle of Chriſt, 

Secondly, Wee ſhould conſider the intention and ain 
of Feſus Chriſt in theſe many gracious offers of his unto our 


Clift in his .. ſo#ls, For what purpoſe, why doth Chriſt this > it 1s 


us whom Chrift ſeeks in them, they are our ſouls which 
he wooes by them, it is our ſalvation which hee in- 
tends, and it is the bringing of our hearts in unto him- 
ſelt, that ſo wee might enjoy himſel:, and all faving 
o00d bv hims which hee aims at in all theſe many gra- 
cious offers, and treaties, and wreltiings with us;zwhen 
you have had and heard ſo many gracious offers and 
calls, it 1s as 1t J:(us Chriſt ſpake unto every one, I am 
come once more to ſave thy ſoul . once more to delt- 
ver thee from hell, once more with mercy to pardo n 
thee, once more with righreouſneſſe to jultity thee,on ce 
more to make thee mine, and to make thee blefed. Uni- 
on 


Tod — 
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on and Communion arc intended, . i} 
Thirdly , Wee ſhould conſider, . the frait and efficacy 
of theſe many gracious offers of Chrift, How they have 
raken and wrought with our hearts ; {till wee hve unn- 
der the Goſpel, but what good have wee got by © rhe 
Goſpel > {till wee hear of Chriſt, and from Chriſt, bur 
when did wee hearken to this Chriſt -> hee hath made 
many an ofter , but is any one embraced > O! when 
mercy treats with Sinners, mercy ſhould be regarded; 
when love treates with ſinacrs, love ſhould be accepted: 
when a Saviour treats with ftaners, a Saviour ſhould 
bee embraced, hee ſhould _—_—_ », hee ſhould bee priz- 
cd above all > but doth he-o, is he fo? O my ſoullgrear 
are the reſpects of Chriſt uato thee, and great are the 
compaſſions of Chriſt unto thee, and great is the groans 
of Chrift unto thee: his offers are pretious}his con- 
deſcenſions wonderful , his importunities manifold, his 
atience admirable, his' intents altogether gracions, 
| ord ! whatam I, -what:do T under all theſe, do 1 yer 
hearken, do I yet come in , will I never minde a Chriſt 
nor hearken to a Saviour? all this is vain. 

Fourthly ,. Wee ſhould conſider, what it is that hin- 
ders> what it is that makes all theſe offers fruitlefle,what 
ſinful luſts, what worldly luſt, what peryerſneſs of will : 
ſhould I, will I, retuſe Chit for theſe, 

Fitthly > Wee ſhould conſider, The accompt which one 
day wee muſt make to Chriſt for all theſe offers of Chriſt, to 
whom much is given, of them much ſhall be requiredthere is 
not any one offer, that Chriſt hath made: unto you,bur 
you muſt bee accomprtable to Chriſt for it ; the ſeaſons 
of grace though they bee not allthe accomprs, yer they 
are the greatelt accomprs which Sinners muſt make and 
vive: andhow will you anſwer him? and what will you 
anſwer him? | % 

Secondly, Take heed what. you do: we beſeech you that 
Jou receive not the grace of God in vain, 2 Cor, 6, 1, Let us. 
fear,leſt a promiſe being left ns of entring into his reſt, 
any of you ſhanld come ſhort of it , Heb, 4, 1. \How ſhal wee 
eſcape,if wee neg left ſo great ſalvation ; which at the firſt 


Chap,s, Chriſt: renewel offers muſt be conſidered. 


The fruir and 
ethcacy of 
theſe gracious 


offers, 


Wit t 15 that 
hinder ;» 


The accom: 
thit one day 
we muſt make 
for 3!1 rhefc 


offe:s of Bhriſt 


They ſher!g 
rake heed what 
they d2- 
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Chap: 9; 


Three thivgs 
they ſhould- 
tak< heed unto 


'T har you do 


Nn't contiuvue 
ro r<fule, 


Thar yen pre- 
ſume not of 
more offers, 


Thar you be 
not ſecure, 


rocome in, toaccept of his gracious offers? O 


——_—_— _ -- —— 


began to bee ſpoken by the Lord, and was, confirmed unions 
by them that heard him, Heb. 2. 3. 

There are three things of wluch we ſhould take heed, 
Wn 000 renewed offers of grace and mercy from 
Corilt. 

Firſt, Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt continues to offer, take 
heed that you do not continue to refuſe;rentwed offers arc 
doubled mercies, but renewed retuſals are trebled fins : 
there is more danger for you to paſs by Chriſt, than for 
Chriſt to paſs by you , my meaning is, that the conditi- 
on will prove more dreadtul for them, who have retu- 
{ed many offers from Chriſt, than tor them who never 
had any one offer from Chriſt : Adore tolerable for S0- 
dom, ce 

Secondly, Becauſe you have lived to enjoy many 
offers trom Chriſt, Take heed that you preſume not of en- 
Joying many more offers from C hriſt : do not vou delay [£0] 
hcarken, becauſe Chriſt continues to call: How oftesx 
would I have gathered you, ſaid Chriſt, and yet of the 
{ame people,Chriſt ſaith , but now they are hid from thize 
eyes; the longer that the glafſe runs, the ſooner it will 
bee out : the longer that the Sunne moyes on it's courſe, 
the necrer it istoa ſetting, | 

As Cyprian ſpake of God, Eff Dew patientie louga, fed 
201 patientie eterne : God is long ſuffering, but God will 
not bee for ever ſuffering : that I ſay of Jeſus Chriſt,hee 
is often in offcting, but hee will not bee always in of- 
fering.. Hath Chriſt been.often calling upon you bo hear, 
car to 
retuſe him longer, who hath been ſo long in his offers ! 
© fear left hee offers mercy no more; who hath offer- 
ed mercy fo often 3” Heb, 3. 18. to whom {ware hee, that 
they ſhould nor'enter ihto his reſt, but unto them that 
belceved not? BY | Wil 

Thirdly , Becaviſe you enjoy many renewed offers of 
grace and mercy from Chriſt ; takeheed that you be not 
therefore ſecure : take heed that you bleſſe not your 
ſelyes, becauſe Chrilt's offers: of bleſicdnefle are many, 


A 
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and have bzen many unto you : many of:ers do indeed 
ſhew many opportunities of your happineſs, bur they 
do not ſhew that you are theretore happy : they ſhw 
that you might bee happy, not that. you are happy,your 
happineſle conlilts nor in the abundance of offers, but in 
the acceptance of ofters : Oae ofter of Chritt accepted is 
enough ro make you happy, ten thouſand ofters: of 
Chrilt, if rejected , | ſhall never make you happy. Nay, 
the more- offers, which have been made by Chrilt, and 
have been refuſed by you, the worſe are your hearts, 
and the worſe will be your condition : Here is the more 
hardening of the heart to bee anſwered tor , here is the 
more contempt of grace to be anſwered for , here is 
the greater love of Chriſt;and the greater. pains,and coſts 
and attendance of Chriſt to be anſwered for. 

Thirdly , Bee intra ed ajter ſo many gracious of- 
fers renewed by Chriſt : to hearken unto bi 2zt0 COME 111 
and buy of him all the ſaving good, which hee offers co 

ou, | 

i O all of you who come to hear at this place, eſpecial- 
ly you who live in this place, hearken unto mee, nay, 
hearken unto Jeſus Chriſt, who hath ſo often called upon 
ou, and entreated you to come to him, to come and 
bay of him wine and milk without money and without 
price : Do not grieve him any morc, do nor vex his ſpi- 
rit any longer : yet is the day of your ſalvation,yer is the 
accepted time: to all the offers of grace and mercy 
which Chriſt hath made, hee this day addzs one more, 
hearken diligently unto mee, and eat you that which zs good, 
incline your ear and come unto mee, and your ſouls ſhalb 
live, What can Chriſt ſay more, what can Chriſt do 
more, will you bee ſaved, or will vou not bes 
faved 2 is Chriſt worthy the acceptance, or is hce not ? 
need you mercy, or need you not mercy? can you have 
{ſalvation and mercy wichouc Chri't + any where but 1a 
and from Chriſt > doth he not offer them ? hath he not 
made many and many offers of them uato yvouphow long 
will it bexthat Chriſt muſt waicon you 20 Jersſalem wilt 
Bbb 2 thou 


Be inſt ructcy 
torcfule no 


longer. 


_3g6 


Renewed Uffers ſhou ld be accepted, + Cha p.9. 


Our time is 
paſt, 


As [-np as 
Chriſt comes 
ro us. we may 
Gfcly yencure 
to come to kjm. 


Every new of- 
fer is a Plalm 
of mercy. 


Ch: iſtz eonG1- 
tions arc as. 
free as at the 
krſt,;f yer you 
will accept, 


wichout mony and without price: your former obſti- 


thow not bee mage clean, when ſhall it once bed 

Objet?, But mayſome of you reply, Jeſus Chriſt . Þ 
hath indeed made many ofters unto us, and wee have | 
fleighted and refuſed them, and therefore now there 
15no hope, the time is paſt, our many former refu- 

{als make us utterly uncapable : Surely though wce 

would come in unto him for mercy, wee ſhould not find 

it ; and for ſalvation, yet wee ſhould not now obtain 

Ts 

Sol, Othat there were in you ſuch. a heart indeed! to 
fee and bewail your unkind retuſalls of Chriſt, and an 
hcarr at length to look towards Chriſt, It thou wanteſt 
ſuch a heart, I would-then deliyer three things as cordi- 
alls,co ſupport and incourage you, 

Firlt, 4s long as Chriſt is pleaſed to come to yon, you may 
ſafely veuture to come to Chriſt, It yer, Jeſus Chriſt makes 
this time, his ſcaſon to call upon you, and to make of- 
fers to you, your ſeaſon of comming ins. and receiving 
good from him, is not loft, is not paſt: Aslong as hee. 
continues to renew his offers, if hee bee yetat the door; + . 
and. calls,. there is hope, and there is leave for you to tall 
in with his offers, © _ | ; 

. Secondly, Thoughit bee a great fin to fleight the of- 
fers:of Chriſt, Tet every new offer of Chriſt, ts apſalm of 
mercy allowed unto a refuſing Sinner, Refuſals arc par- 
donable;as long as Chriſt renews the ofters of mercy un- 
to the Sinnergfor every new offer of Chrilt,iacludes full 
mzrcy for all tharis paſt;rhe firſt offer includes mercy for 
all chat was paſt, and the next offer includes mcrcy for 
all thar is patt,and it yet the offers of Chriſt bee accepted, 
all your; tormer finnings agaiuſt his gracious ofters are 

rdoned- 

Thirdly , If yet your hearts will bee perſwaded to come 
into Chriſt (though you have ſtood it out fo bag with 
Chriſt) h# couditions are as frees. aud as gracious as at the 


fir. You may:come in and bee received, and partake 


of all mercy, and all ſaving good, as freely as at the firſts 


BACY 


Chap. 10» Hearken diligently unto me, 


nacy doth raiſe your unworthinefle, but it doth not 
raiſe the price of any mercy, or of any good which your 
ſouls do need, or which Chrift hath offered and 


promiſed to give. 
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Hearkes dili gently unto mee, and eat nee that which is goed, 
4nd let yonr ſoul delight it ſelf in fatneſs, 


CHAP, %. 


D Ou have heard lately of Chriſts re= 
- SD/SS/am. eng his gracious offers to fin- 
2» ners, and now I am to ſpeak of his 
purſuing thoſe gracious offers,with 
ſu ch fervency with ſuch earneftzeſs, 
with ſnch importunity, as if hec 
would have no denial, as if hee 
would impoſe mercy upon fin- 
ners, and even force ſalvation upon them ( hearkes un- 
to mee, hearken diligently unts mee , 1n hearkning, hears» 
ken unto mee, by all means hearken unto mee, by no 
means turn away and fleight theſe gracious offers of 
mine.) hence obſerye . 

Dot ,2.T hat Jeſus Chriſt doth net enly make gracions of= 
fers unto ſinners, nor doth he oxcly renew gracious offers 
wnto them, but alſo he is very earneſt and importunate with 
Sinners, ſerionſly to hearken to him in his gracious offers, 
(in hearkning,hearken unto mee, or hearken diligent! 
unto mee) as if hce had ſaid, Oh ! donot negte&t this ſal- 
vation, do not fleight the mercy, do nor let flip-this 
opportunity, if eyer you would bee ſerious, bee now ſe- 
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Jeſus Chriſt i; 
very importu- 
nate with f:n- 
ners tO heark- 
en untohim in 
his gracious 


ofters, 
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What it 45 to hearken wnto ( briſt. Chap. 10 


Whar this di- 
ligent heatk- 
ning doth 
comprebend. 
Fiye things 
d:nored in it, 
To rake into 
our cats. 


To underſtand 


To bcleeye. 


To approve, 


ſel (come unto mee, and buy of mce, accept of mice, 
and of all the ſaying good which Toifer unto you free- 


ly) 
4 There are three things which I will briefly ſpeak to for 
the opening of this allerrion. 

1 Whar this diligent hcarkning unto Chriſt doth con- 
tainin it. : 

2 How it may appearzthat Jeſus Chriſt is earneſt and 
impetrunaty with ſinaers, diligently to hearken w1- 
tO nims 


3 Why he is 0, 
SECT.I, 
Oxeſft. 1, What this diligent hearkning unto Chriſt 


doth comprehend in it. | 

Sol. There ate five things which that word hearing 
or hcarkning doth denote 1n ſcripture, 

1 Sometimes Awuribus percipere, A taking into our 
ears, ſounds, words, mellages, reports, ſpoken unto ns, 
Have they not all heard? yea verily, their ſound gent into 
all the world, Rom. 10.18... 

2 Sometimes, Imtefrgere, to hear is the ſame with to 
wnderftand, I will bring upon thee a Nation whoſe Lan- 

nage, thou knogweſt not, nor underſtandeſt, it is 1n the He- 
| nor heareſt. 

3 Sometimes Credere, to hear is the ſame with to be- 
leeve, David ſaid to Sanl, Wherefore heareft rhou the 
words of men , JIE; David ſecketh thy heart. x Sam, 
24. 9, Wherefore beleevelt rhou, and doft give credit 
ro their words, 7 have told you already, and yce did wot 
hear, that is,not belceve. Joh.9.27. 

4 Sometimes Apprebare, to hcar is ſometimes to re- 
gard and approve, Fee that foppeth his ears from hearing 
of blond, F{1.33.15., from approving of bl-ud,innocent- 
Iy hed, They bearkn:d not to Moſes (1, ec.) chey regard- 
cd him not , Exod.6.9, Hearken not to tiezekiah,Ela.36, 
16, (i.c,) regard not what he ſaith unto yous 
5 Some- 


Cha p. 10 "Hearken diligently unto me, 
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»Ob that my people had bearkyed unto me, Pſal, $1.13.(i.c.) 
Oh that they had obeyed my voice. Becauſe thou 
haſt hearkened tothe woice of thy wife,ſaid God to Adam, 
Gen.'3.17. (ic, thou haſt obeyed, tollowed her coun- 
ſel. Wee will hearken unto thee, {aid they to Joſhna, 7oſh. 
I, 17. (.c.) wee will follow thee, obſerve thee, obey 
thee, theſe are the chief acceprtations of that word heark- 
ning in Scripture ,and in this place; there are four things 


5 Sometimes Obedire, to obey,to follow what is {aid, To obey, 


intended in 1t, ; Four things 
: Carctul regard and notice, eſpecially in 
2 Serious conſideration. tended in ity 
3 Cordial approbation, in this place. 


4 Obediental conſent and acceptation. 
1 Hee diligently hearkens unto Chriſt,who doth care- 


A c:rreful res 


fully and regarafnlly obſerve Chriſt in his gracious offers; aud and-u0- 


takes notice of them, and makes particular applicati- tice, 
on of them to himſelf. It is one thing to hear, and ano- 
ther thing to hearken, and it is one thing 9 hearken, and 
another thing diligently to bearken ; when Chritt ſpeaks 
and offers > and ſinners hear as it they heard not, this 
carcleſlc hearing is not hearkning ; And although they 
do carct ully attend to what is ſpoken by Chriſt, yer it 
they do not wiſely apply the fame, as ſpoken unto them, 
this 1s not to hearken -unto him > No man hearkens un- 
to Chriſt, who hears fooliſhly , who makes nothing of 
Chriſt, and of his offers, who looks on them as iraper- 
tinent, what are theſero mee > who minds them not » 
or minds them not with a reſpe&t unto himſelf, Dil- 
gent hearkning unto Chriſt takes in (at lcaft) a regard 
of the hearrunto what Chriſts ſpeaks, and a notice, a 
taking notice of that goed reported,and offered by Chrift 
unto our ſelves. + 
2 Heediligently hearkens unto» Chriſt, who ſeriouſly 

conſfid.rs of all the gracious offers of Thriſt, his thoughts 
. are taken up with them, anddwell on them... This # 10 
other but the place of God (aid J-:ceb, fo this is no other 
but the yoice of Chriſt, and theſe are none other by 
the 


Serious confi>- 
deration, 


What it is to hearken unto Chriſt, Chap, 10, 


 Cortial appro- 
highly , of the offers of Chriff, who approves of them , 


bawon, 


A ſinner then 

hearkens unto 

Chriſt, and his 
offers when 


the ofters of Chtift, iris Jeſus Chrift of himſelf, who 
makes theſe offers of himſelf unto mee, and of-all ſays 
10g 200d; and who calis upon mee, to come unto him, 
and truſt on him, 'to partake of mercy, and righteouſ- 
nelle, and peace,and blefſedneſſe, I ama Sinner, and 


therefore do necd a Saviour ; 1 am gwlry, and there- 


fore do need mercy ; Iam ungodly , and theretore do 
need righteouſneſſe; I aman enemy, ' and therefore do 
need reconciliation ; Iam miſerable, and therefore do 
need Blefledneſs ; and all theſe doth Jeſus Chriſt offer 
ro mee, and as gracioully» as freely, as loyingly,as my 
heart can deſire: If I do accept of them,will it nor bee 
my life 2 it I refuſe them,will it not bee my death> what 
lofle can it bee to enjoy Chrift and happineſſe? and what 
gain can it bee toſleight my Chriſt, my ſoul, my falva- 


tion > Here is now a price pyt into my hands, an Ark 
againſta deluge, a plank atter a ſhipwrack, a moſt 


happy opportunity, tor my everlaſting happineſle:what 
foolilhnefſe were hut fleight ſuch a ſeaſon > what un- 
kindnefle were it to ſcorn ſuch kindneſs >what a fin were 
it to refuſe ſuch a Saviour? what a juſt damnation were 
it to refuſe ſuch a ſalvation. | 

3 Heediligently hearkens unto Chriſt, who judgeth 


as molt exccllent , as moſt gracious,as moſt eligible and 
deſirable, | 
Oh bleſſed Chriſt! Thou, thou alone art the founda- 


tion of my hope, and thou alone, art the fountain of 


.my life, Thou art worthy to bee I 7"; _ all th 
tis |li 


offers are worthy to bee accepted, fe whic 
thou offereſt, and is not lite to bee eſteemed and de- 
fired? it is eternal life that thou offereſt (that is lite in- 
deed) and this thou offcreſt unto mee : it is good which 
thou offers, and rothing but good, and it is 4Y per bl 
ly it is good to accept of that good, which is alrogerher 
g00d,and altogether good for me. A ſinner then heark- 
ens unto Chriſt in his offers,when he doth 
x See no reaſon to refuſe them; they are not cyil, they 
arc 


Ghap. 10 'What it is to Hedtken wnto (hrift. 


Wo: 


- are not for evil; they are'no prejndice, thcy are no loſs, 
*rhey bringnoſhame, they caufe nv want, they arc nota 
mean good hbr #1 uncertain Food, they hinder nor a 
2rter good, they trouble not any good, and Ihave no 
reaſon ro retuſe them, ROS nn 
2 See all reaſon to accept them, -It'hee looks on the 
chings offered Þy Chriſt; if hee looks 'on the terms and 
conditions of Chrilt; if hee looks on: himſelt as to his 
loſt and needy eſtate, or as to a preſent eſtate in grace, 
or asto a future cRate in 'glory , if hee looks ro ſoul, or 
to body , to outward bleſſings, or to ſpiritual comforts, 
hee finds all reaſon 'to hearken unto Chriſt, to come to 
him, and to accept of his offers. .. 
- 3 Moſt reaſon to prefer them before all other things, No 
500d like Chriſts, no love like his, no mercy, no righ» 
reouſnetle, no peace, no joy , no happineſle, like his, 


He ſees n > rca- 


ſonto refuſe 


ch:m. 


All reaſon to 
accept them, 


Moſt reaſon to 
prefer his of- 
fers before all 


Sin is but a hell, alt the World is bat'drofle and other things. 


dung, tn compariſon of him, and whar hee offers. 

4 Heediligently hearkens unto Chriſt, who'obeys the 
voice of Chriſt, whoſe heart is overcome to yeild unto 
Chriſt, to follow' the counſel of ' Chriſt, to fall in 
with Chriſt, and to receive him. and his Sracious offers, 
Johnto. 27, My ſheep hear my voice andthey follow mee, 
Cant. 8. 13. Thos that dwelleſt inthe gardexs, the cam- 
panions hearken to thy voice, 'canſe mee ro hear it, Heark- 


Obedientil 
conſent and 
acceptation. 


ning unto Chrilt doth not conſiſt 'onely in hearing, nor ' 


onely- in apprehending and underſtanding, nor onely 
in pondering and"confidering, nor 'onely in a 
and: wonderttigat, nor” onely in approving;[bur. cſpe- 
cially,and tormally,in obeyingand yeilding unto Chuilt, 
God hearktis' unto” you by'granfing, .afid you hearken 
unto Chriſt by yalding ; you hearken unto Chriſt, 
When your hearts do beleeye :on - Chriſt, and. you do 
hearken rothe offers of C hriſt,' when your hearts con- 
ſeat to them, and cloſe with them, "Tfa match bee o& 
fered athouſand tirmes,: it.is nor properly hearkned unto 
whileſt refuſed; hearkning utito it. , lyes in our.conſent 
to them; -when a poor ſinner after all the diſcoveries of 


&-/” 


i 


Ccc Chriſt, 


_462 + Chriſt is. & earn] >= =" co bam. Chap.” 10- 


+ Chriſt,-a ker all the ofters of Chriut, aker all the calls of 
| Chriſt,talls down on his.knees, and cries out, withrearxs, 
' Tbelreve Lord; help my wnhelcef.. Truly in vajnie ſalvation 
hojged far from. any thor, Behold I come unto thee, for thou 
- art the ſalvation of 1fracl. T.will ſtand out; no more, 
cfuſe no Jonger, Lyceld unto thy call, Lam content ro 
_ thine, I chuſe thee co bee mine, all my fprings arc in 
thee, aid on thee will Y grad forall: And bletled bee 
God tha fuch a poor Sinner as-I am, may _—_ ſuch a. 
Chriſt asthou art, and ſuch offers as thou makeſt upon 
ey -acious. texmes :. This is indeed to hearken. unto 
111k 


FCET, 1. 


How-ic appezrs Queſt, 2 TJ Ow way it appear, that Feſos Chrif 55 Ede 
that Chriſt is Þ! eff and importnpepe. wth | Soumna ths to 


fo carncſ} tg. 
hearken to hearken unto himg JT: 


; Sel. Timm ar that this is, 
_ I wn poyrhnhe ef bis Fr ogeY funers, and all of 


" has. nm tend to this, thay, Sinners ſhould bearken unto. 


INES» 

: cre rok rWenty. rifiag teps0r advances of Chaifts 
deifing Singers... - 

Hee epens the F EL end pr EN ans the onal bh an tate haptic 

way of ufexo eſſe ac thew, Shews them exprelth that falvazion may 

them. . bee had for poox Foes, and that in him alone itis i bee 


found: Tan "ORE pf HALR, op xd, the lifts. bir 
Chrift, Job. 14 He: arrle 2 7 kp4m-Gueh gd 
whom hee hath yo mood 
Hee prefers © Hoe prejents 11 Aeon te then, brings. is, ag their 
this (alvation VCTY doors, and there of I Unto the Dir 398 is-the 
w them. word of this faltgtso: mt, | y | 2 ER Wu ogra 
them to OTE, unto fin 
and live': fo1n thele rhroe iſe, 
Hee encol1ra- 3 Hee enconr To tem tocg an denaing of 
peth them ro all Tood, and ir the STACIOU his.own FICSAACHs - 


CLMes come and ws wit, hom nay up} (IL ; ACPLAEe of 


_—_ c br Ie 


- <-> $6 VF one ee vw or we 


——— - 


Ohap.10 Chriſt is earneſt with tobearken to bim, 403. 


their perſons: Him that comer wntd were I will-in wo wiſe 
5. oh.6. 5, $5 Ti "BIOL 38=TK7T VICKY TEL 


I]: et turrenrs hem! th hearken wmto bins; wee beſeech yow Hee intreas- 
in Chrifts ſtead ,gc,2 Cor.5.20.Jelus Chriltdothas if were _ 0 heark- 
fall upon his knees unto the Sinner, and begs of-himco © * 
bee reconciled to him. 43 Louth þo- 2f © (7 6 eps RE 

5 Hee commands and enjoynes them,auchoritatively to _ _— 
obey his woice And call, to believe: ahd revard higaffers, TI Oy. 
This.is bis commandement, &c, 1 Joh. 3. 2 a 

6 Het allures them with all ſorts of promiſes; of mercy,of Hee atlures 
caſe, of peace, of lits, of eternal lite : Inthe one hand hee them with pro- 
holds our all the comforts of the earth, and in the 'orher - viſes. 
all the glories of Heaven, All theſe 'will T gtve'rhee, if 
thou wilt hearken unto mec, Es. | 

7 Heeſhews unto thems the' greatneſſe and inevitableneſſe Hee ſhews 
of rheir dauger, .it they refuſe ro hearken : If you beleeve "hem he greys. 
220t 0 mee, you fall dic in your fins: How fhall you eſcape if = = their 
Jos neglet ſo great ſalvation Heb, 2s 3, LOS .. " _— 

8 Plecexpreſly threatess __ y drmmution, if Sin- Hee threatens 
wers will wot hearken, Het that be leeutth not ſhall bee dams- them if they 
ed, Mark. 16. 16, This damnation is threatned, that fin- 4onothearkea- 
ners might hearken unto the offers of ſalvation. 

9 Hee furniſheth Embaſſaders with all ſorts of gifts, to Hregiyes of 
inable then to deal, and treat, and woee, and work ow ſinners io men to treac 
ro hearkev, Hee beſtows on them the gitts of knowledge, With than, 
and wiſdome, and lovc,and meekneſle, and paticnce, and 
zcal, we compaſhon, I PEP 7 
_ 1o Hee is comtent topaſſe by all the naies of ig norance,ain | 
rhe fhutting of their cars (then) unto his voice; yea, and - = oo 
hce makes often retugnes ro the doors of Sinners, and ignorance. 
craves our audience and acceptance : have you yet fully 
6 icreds with you yet bee pleaſed to hearken, and 

Ve | 

rt Hee lets in a light into their mindes, which ſh:ws un-. Hee lets in a © 

to them 4 perſonal and abſolute need of Cbrift, andof the !'sht to llicw = 

 Glvation which Chriſt offers unto them; they periſh on a necd of 
clſc,and Iikewiſe a convi-tion upon their ſpirits, that hee _ 

that beletyes ſhall'bee ſaved. 


CC 2 12 Hee 
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CEBESDITESTLITD 


Hee diſproves +12 Hee diſproves, confutes;and- fhames afl the carnal 
all the carnal Arguments of finners(drawn-trom their ſins, or the world; 
oreuments 0 © or other confidences) as moſt unworthy to detain them, 
1Rncrs. . q 07 8 an +" Sf ts - 
and maſt.ipſufficient, ro.keep:them from .hearkening une 
to. him, -and that good which hee offers; hee . diſcovers 
them to bee bur lying yanittes,: deſtroying baits, and thar 
himſelf out-bids ally: | | 
| , © £3: Hee eſſaies the bearts and and wills of Sinzers by ma- 
Hee effaies ,, wotien5,Cxcitations knockings, and ſirivings of his Spi- 
the heatrs and 7) $29Ff675CXCUALIONS) KnoCkings, and Nir1vings of: his Spi 
witls of Sin= 7:6 who argues10 rethorically on the behalt- of Chriſt, 
ners by wany (that the Sinner ſometimes : even weeps at the goodnefle 
mcrioas of. his. and kindneſle of Chriſt (As Srl at Davids) and is (with 
Spirit, Agrippa) almoſt perſwaaed to hearken to Chrilt, 
| | 14 Hee rouzeth up the drowſy, Megg/ , Carelefſe Sinner, 
Hee rouzeth G&y ſome outward ſpecial affiitt ion, ſickneſſe, danger, arid 
him vp by af- J-ifveks dG-cher mellage in that afflictions is 15the 


flition. ' wages of thy proud, fleighting)zand rejeRting of the Goſ- 


cl. oF 1 | | 
, 15 Hee breaks up the conſciences of Sinners, fo that the 
_— — terrors of God do fall on them; allis rhere in- burnin 
cesof Sinners, Aames, and reſtlefle horrors. All within them is a Hell, 
and all without them is a Sea : O the gripings of con- 
ſcience, the woundings ot ſpirit, the bitterncfle of ſoul, 
that ſome lye under, and all this.is but to make chem to 
| hearken ro Chriſt !. As the biting of the | ; - vip 
1.6 Fiery Serpent, &c» As hee wounds the ſpirit of Sin- 
ners, ſo hee cuts off all their confidence in this diſtreſſed 
 condicion,.ſo that no courſe whatſoever, ſhall eaſe or. qui- 
ct,. or help. They ſhall nor bee able to forger their ſins, 
nor tothruſt off their tearsand complaints : earthly re- 
creations, Company, prayings, reading, hearing, wcep-= 
ing, conference, confeſſion, ſhall ayailnoghing;- all confi- 
dences are broken down, every way 1s hedged with 
Hee takes rhe. thorns, that the Sinner. ſecing no help inany.but Chrift 
advantageof. . only, might bee perſwaded to hearken unto Chriſt, * 
this broken 17. Hee takes thu advantage and opportunity, and in this 
condition, to "EP | ig PP / 
ſend 2 meffea- broken condition ſends meſſengers of hope, and mercy tothe 


zer.of hope, Sinner 3: Go (faith Chriſt to Ananiar, At,g, 10, 11,) wn 
- : I 0- 


4 2 wi aoet 


Clams ablnulinis wins 


gr, i 


tothe houſe of Judas, and inquire for: exe Sant of Tarſm, 
&c, Go, faith Chriſt umo his Miniſters, go» / and raife, 
and comtort, and ſpcak comfortably to -luch.a broken 
Sinner; go:{rom meez: and rel{ him that I do pity 
and I can help:him, bid him-come to mee, and I:will. caf 
his burdened foul: tell him, that if hee will:yet-hearken, 
and come to mee; hee ſhall finde reſt to his ſoul. | 
18 Hee anſwers all the fears and doubts of Sinners, both 
inreſpett of himſelf, about his ſufficiency and willing- 
nefle, 1 Joh. 2,1, Rev. 34 20, and in reſpect of themſelves; 
Afluring them that neicher multirude of former ſins, nor 
abundance of preſent wants; nor utter ſelf-unworthinefle 
fhall hinder mercy, and ſalvation: It yer they will 
hearken and come unto mee. ho 
19 Hee proporund:s inſtances and examples,how ſinners have 
fped, fared, found by comming in watobim, by hearkening 
unto him: The Jaylor, Mary Magdalen. And all this 
to perſwade Sinners to hearken unto him, x Tim, 1, 16, 
Howbeis for this cauſe'T obtained mercy, that in mee firſt 
 Feſws Chrift might ſhew forth all long- ſuffering for 4 pat- 
ters to them which ſhould beleeve: on bins to ' everlaſting 
life, ty 
lh If none of theſe will prevail with Sinners to 
hearken,. then dorh Chriſt either take his merer faremel of 
them, with fighs and tears (hee wept over Jeruſalem, an 
ſaid, O! if thou had#t known, &c.) ox elſe hee doth by an 
ommnipotent work of his ſpirit, givethemeyes to ſer, and ears 
and hearts to hearken and obey. 
2 By the qualities of bu voice, or calling upon-Sinaers, 
there are ſeven ingredients in that: voice of his. | 
1 Tt is a plain voice, ealy to bee underſtood; Hee. that 
beleeves (hall bee ſaved, | 2 | 
2 It an bigh voice, Jeſus ſtaod and cried, ſaying, If 
any mas thirft, let him come to mee and drink, Joh. 7. 37 
= about ' Lazarm, hee cried with a load. voice, &c, 
ON. 3T, EY EIT 
3 It is long and patient: Somerimes hee is calling-on 
Sunners as long as they live, ah the day long,, Rom. 30, 
4 1t 


Cece 3 


caſe - 


He aniwers ail 
the fears and _ 
denbes of, Sin” 
NE. s, 


He propoundt 
examples how 
Sinners have 
ſped by heark- 
ning to him, 


Hee either 
takes his utter 
farewel of. 
them with 
fighs and 
cars, or ele * 
makes rhem ze 


hear and obey. 


By the quili- 
ties of his :- . 
voice. _—<2:0 
Itis a plain 
voice, 

An high yoice, 


Ir is long ang.: 
patient, | 
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Why Chrift jo Importamare: Ghap.10 


Ic is chick. 


Ic is quick, 


4 ft « thith, in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, ty private, in pub«. 
lick, to ſome, every day-in the week; [to erhers, . alone | 
hours of the ſame &8ay, &c. ot ts | 3 

-'$. -{t is quickz- His yoice comes tothe car, and thence 
tothe minde, and rhence ro the-: corfſcience. © As his 


_ {peech madethe hearrs of his Diſciples to burn» ſo doth 


Ir is expoſtil1- 
aa; 7 


his call fomerimes make the hearrts- of Sinners to 
rremble. thi | | ISL 
6 Iris expoſtulating, arguing, reaſoning; why do ye 


live? and why will yee dic? and how long will it 


Itis ycry pref- 
Mag. 


Why Chriſt is 
fo importunare » 


not beleive ? why will you not come ? why will ain nor 
> Cre 


you will hearken and return ? EDT Fcth 

9 It is very preſſing , will not let Sinners alone, wall: 
not give them oyer; bur afcer their many inconlideratt-! 
ons, and filence, and delay, and denials, and reproaches, 
and injurious delaies, yer ſtill hee calls, and follows, and 
urges themy yethearken unto him. | | 


SECT, 111, 


Queſt. 3 VV Jeſwms Chrift & earneſt. and 


importunate with Sinners to hearken 


unto bim? 108 
So/, There are reaſons for this; 1 Ja rcſpe&t of Sinners; 


- 2 Inreſpe&ofChriſt, 


In reſpe& of | 
Sinners 


Becauſe of 
their dulne 
and flownelF* 


Tt 1n reſpett of Smmners« 


2 . Chriſtis very earneſt wich Sinners to hearken unto 
him, in his gracious offers, becauſe of their dulneſſe and 
ſlownefſe, A, 8,27, Their ears are dvll of hearing, 
Luk. 24. 25. O ſlow of heart to .beleeve ! What Elibs 
ſaid to Job chap. 33.14. God ſpeakgth enceyyearwice, yet 
aan perceiveth # net : Tn like manner it might bee affirm- 
ed of Chriſts voice, concerning the ſalvation of Sinners: 
Chriſt ſpeaks once, yea twice, yea an hundred times, 
yet dull Sinners perceive it not: There is Gxe «pox line, 
and precept wpon precept, and offer upoa offer, 8 call u pas 

C 


F 


Chap.10. WhyChrift is ſo Imporeanare, 


call, yerthe Sinner perceiveth it not: Hee: doth hear, 


bux hee doth not undertiandzhe hears the voice ob a man) 
but hce doth gar diſcera the vaice of a Saviour; hee doth. 
hear fuch, words ſpoken by us, bur hee doth nor appre- 


hend 


thoſe offers made by Chriſt 5 &s Semwel, when that 


Yaice called him, hee took.it to bee tha waice-of Ely Hee 
did yot {tor a. while) difcera it to bee the voice of God: 
ks row —_—_ _ the Goſpel. They leok 
grace and mercy 1n | y leok on 
them as the words of 
otChrift, They are dully and: therefore- Cheiſk is- the. 
more earheſi in dealing with them-: dull Schollars. mult. 
bee clofely followed, | þ 
3 Chritt is cauneſt, beeanſe Sinners, are eavcleſſe, very 
careleſſe in minding their fouls good: aſpirit of flumber 
!5 og them, they aredrowty, and. fleepy, heedleſle, and. 
mindlefſe, cxtreamly, inconfiderate and carclefle 
the things of Chrilt, and. their own (alvation.s when 
men are faſt affeep, 
carckefie: ro obey 
Chrylts counfcl, caroleffe tro hear his counſel, and. carc- 
leflic-in'the hearirig of: Chriſts: cowſel;. fo carcleſſe, that 
i5Chuiſbdidnat ſtand audi knock at their doors,.1f hee 
were: not earneſt and mnportunate with then {to 
hearken, to conſider, to regard, to obey his voice) they 
wouddiccp the feep of death, they would certainly dic 
aud: perifiÞ. in their carelcfieneglet of him, and , of their. 
own ſalvation, and.therefore: Chrift' is very earnelt that, 
hee might awaken Siurers, and arouſe themour of their. 
ſpiritual ſecurity and-lethargyr, 8c. . 
_ 3. Chrift 1s veryearneſt with Singers to hearken unto 
hingz beroauſe; Sinners are vdry-Hiteacbabley and wery. un- 


all 
would 


'mac{ſages; and reports, ' and of-- 


men, and: not asthe voice and call 


maſt call and kneck thelouder; 
hriſts counſel, careleſle to. minde 


teachable and. 


' They.are ſo foglifh, that they, would.let flip 
| ities,and all gracious offers; they. 
1 owt happineſle, and. for lying va- 


tratlabla.. 
o 4 , | 
Mele tht 


Rities forſake their own: meraes, As: it is with. fooliſh . 


raricn 


they would dic 


ſhould-let then alone, 
phylick ta reco-. 


ts, if ou: 


under theit 


. 
» 


IPby Cbrift is ſo. Imp ortainate; Chap. 19 


Becauſe they 
are very back*- 
ward to hear - 


cn ro Chriſt, | 


ver” and: preſerve *hemfelvesz and : therefore wee are 
iorced by many. importunitics ro perſwade them. Thus 
isir with, Sinners, they are/ of ſuch weak judgements, 
ad tuck unteachablcaud fooliſhhearts to accepr of mer< 
cy, and deliverance, and ſalvation, and are ſo plodding 
ofrvain' things,thar if-leſus -Chrift did nor often call on 
them; andearneftly urge them: they: would neither con= 
{ider their-miſery, nor their happinefle, &c. | 

' 4 Chriſt is carneft with Sinners to hearken unto him, 
becauſe Sinners are very backward to hearkgn unts him, and 
to accept of his gracions offers': Lot : was not more back- 
ward,to come ont of Sedome,and to flze unto the Mountains 
for ſafety; than Sinners are to- come away from their 
ſins, and roflee unto Chriſt for ſalvation: Their hearts 
arc foapt to beefarisfied withthe world, and there is- 
ſach a natural love of finz- And there:are ſo many pre- 
jndices againſt the waies of ' Chriſt, and there are {uch: 
hard opinions of Chriſts texmes, and ſuch high thoughts 
of rhemſelves, anidthere are ſo: many fears of lofing by 


- rhis heavenly bargain; and there is ſuch: a contrariery in 
- the proud heartsof Sinners againſt ' the grace of God, 
 and'theway of ſalvationby faith alone; Hence it 'is thar 


Becauſe rhcy 
are very per- 
verſe and dcf- 
perare, * 


they are ſo backward: to hearken, and. hence it is that 
Chriſt is ſo carneft with them for ro hearken unto 
'5 Chriſt is very earneſt, &c. Becauſe Signers are' very 
perverſe; and abſurd, and deſperate, Zach: 7. They:refwſed 
ro hearken, and -prll'd away theiſhonlder, and ftoppted. their 


 ear'that they (hould not hear, AQt;7.51, yee ftiff-neckett and 


#ncircumciſed in heart and ear,|yee do alwaies. refſt the -holy 


* Ghoſt. Ir is almoſt incredible- what mighty averſencſfe, 
., whar intollerable reſiſtance there is- in-chehearts'of Sin- 
'ner5 to obey and ſubmit to'the voice of- Chriſt 'As:if 


Chriſt'only were their greateſt enemy; and- the-preach-" 
ing of the Goſpel were their utrer:ruine, andthe things 
which Chriſt -offers to them their very bane, -and r 

hearkenins to Chriſt were theiri only deſtru&ion: No 
man eyer nſed more-Att, or:expreticd mote: ftrengrh bus 


a—_—_ ABS —_—_— 


Ohapia0 WhyChriſhie ſo lmportimare, =—=409 


bee rid of his mortal enemy, than wretched Sinners dd 
to keep oft Chrilt, and to free themſelves: from ſubjeQi-» 
oti iinto Chriſt; therefore theyare ſaid ro reſiſt, ro fight 
againſt God, ro break: rhe bands, and caft the cords away 
from them: Now if Sinners bee ſo exrreatnaly! abſurd 
and -pcrverſe, either Chrift muſt utterly rej<Xthem and 
leavethem to their own hearts luſts, or he mult (ar leaſt 3 
bee very earneſt ro perfwade, to recover, to ſubdue then 
unto himſelf, /- +1 0+ 4 ek 34; 7 
2 1nreffett of Chriſt himſelf. ma of 

" x Chriſt isrhus earneſt with Sinners to hearken unto C_ beisn 
him, becauſe bee i a Chriſt. How earneſt is the Parcar © —* 
with the untoward- child; ſpeaks, inrteats, weeps, argues, | 
8c. becauſe hee isa Parent; were hee not a Chriſt, hee — / 
would never thus minde them, -nor importune them, / nes 
but becauſe hee is a Chriſt, therefore hee is full of com- '# 
paſhon, and full of defixes : hee regards' them, who do | 
not regard him; hee pittics them, who pittic-not-thems F.4 
ſelves; hee would help them, who need: help, bur as yet _ 4 A 
ſee or; their necd' of his help. Compaſſtons are alwaies . ;* 
carnelt. gi 

2. Chriſt is thus earneſt with Sinners to hearken unto 
him, | becauſe hee knows the condition of our ſouls : Hee Cn | 
knows Sinneryberter than they know themſelves. There gicion — 
are five things which Chriſt doth knoy concerning us and ſouls. 
our ſouls. | Five things 

1 The worth of owr ſouls: The Sinner knows not the Phcilt Goth 
worth of his ſoul, and therefore hee- deſpiſerh ; his own j\, ug and 
ſoul, and will n>thearken ro Chriſt, bur Chrift knows our fouls. 
the worth of aſoul, and therefore hee ſhed his precious The worth of. 
blood for ſouls, and therefore hee is earneſt with Sinners our ſouls | 
tohearken unto him, Sirs ! your ſouls are the all, ard | 
ſhould bee unto you more than all the world. And'the 
things which concern'your ſouls aze of all rhings the 
molt excellent, and the moſt neceſlary, and of moſt con- 
ſequence; and therefore —_— is Gb earneſt with you 
* YON ro 


" 


43: 


" Why Ehreſtis ſoiriportandte? Chap, 10, 


m—C 


The loft con- 
dition 6f' our © 
ſouls. Oe 


tohearken wato him, becauſe hearkening unto him doch 
much cencera your ſouls, older I fg Es 
+31 T he oſt; conditiau of our ſouls, Hee knows that eve- 

faner hath; a-loſt-foyls afoul tn a loſt condidon, 


This my'ſon w of Lake 15:24. OF rac thou baſs 


feſt regedsby ſelf Hoſ.13,'9, And trucly there isno con- 
dition ſo maiſerable,as the loſt condition of a foul. {There 
arctwoſad fightsone is to (ce a foul fallen from God,and 
lying in fin, another is ro ſee a ſoul cxcluded/by Gods 
and1ying fn hell. Now Jeſus Chrift knows that every 


\ one of our ſoulsis inalott condition : Andthat no mans 
' ſoul can ever come out of that loſt condicion, but by 


hearkning untohim, upon belecying in Chrift,then and 


__ | thengncly;is a Joſt foul, recovered, men Qaely.is it 'tran- 


The future | 
wrath and mt-. 
ſery upon diſo- 
bedicn: ſeulse 


pineife of cur 
fouls, wherein 
i lycs, 


ſlated fromdeath; tolite, Therefore Chriſt is ſo carneft 


_ with ustohearkcn unto him. 


-. 3' The: futrre wrath, aud miſery which well certainly be - 
fall diſobedicnt. fouls for not hearkning unto him, we will 
pot beleeve itzbur Chriſt knows itz AF; 3« 32. A pron 
phes ſhull the Lordvaiſe, uþ unto youlcke mnto we | (ſaid Mon 
tes) him ſhall yort hear in all chings whatſoever he ſhall ſay 
wntoyou, verl, 23, Andit ſhall come to paſs,that every ſou! 
which will not hear that Prophet , ſhall bee deſtroyed; Joh. 
8: 24. 1f you beleevenct that 1 am hee, yee ſpall dye i your 


ſms, Owbatis ic todycin our fras) in. all the guile of 


and with all the wrath of God lying upon us for 


| No marvel if Jeſus Chriſt bee ſocarneſt with us to 
hearken unto him, tor if wee hearkeniumo him aur ſorls 
_ live, and Kt wee hearken Ot Ito Hina, ous fauils 


4 Thereal haypineſſe of onr ſauts wherein it doth lyezviz 
en the enjoyment of him(elt, and in no other thing, Job. 


117. 3. This u eternal # to kaow thee,and hin when thew 
bhaft fort, "ſms Ghrift, Joh. 3.16, Hee that beleeves ſhall 
have cvet/afting life, Chrilt is. our lite, and none bur 
Chriſt:-Chriſt | is our everlaſting 'lite, and none but 
Chriſt: if wee evjoy him, wee enjoy lite eyerlaſting:bur 

pb" enjoy - 


— 


_—__ 
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o 
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enjopment of himthere c cannot bees, ualefleweebcarken 
unto 

S.T = difeuly of £4ini ond_. winning of. ſouls 
Jelus Chriſt knew how a work. it was £0: gain 
acc bog { to. make. peace with. God | for tinful 
fouls an 2-4 tn Cleiſido know how. great a work it 
1sto L.# a Fi ſoul, to bring ir in unto himiſelt; he had 
4 of it when hee lived on.carth ; hee knows allche 
ſhuſflings and deceits of fouls, and. all the ſtrong _ 
in the fouls of men, and all the weapons of our unbe- 
lect, how diſ-affe&ed unto himſelf, and his way, and 
conditions of Glyations our minds, and judgements , and 


hear Wills ar 
And Torr alle I chis hee knows what power Satan hi 
with oxr ſouls, in blinding, de delading, wikdra wiuhdrawing, and 
hardaiog, and hindering of ous. fouls, and therctore he 
is-very carncft. with our ſouls ro-conſdery to regard, (7?) 
hearkea unto him, and his gracious offers. 

Thus you.ſee what it is to-hearken unto. Chriſt; and 
that Jeſus. Chriſt is very carnelt with Sinnersco hearks 
eB unto. him. and why hee\ is. ſo carneft, |! 

I now proceed tothe ute 1 x reoqes ot all ehi9un- 
to Qur ſelves. RO 


'5f6T. IV : 


Pie 2 FS Jelus Chriſt yery. earneſt and i TUPage 
| bk Sinnersto hearken unto himvinhi 
ous offers (Hearken diligently unto me; or in bearkad rin 
hearkgn Anto ne .) 1 F 
{ + How myrnatis 4nd wretched, and delperae is cibecom 
| - Aitiow af thoſe(6 Cato? who as; altthe offers .of \:Chriſt;, 
| andthezcuewingo rho offers, and his earnetnefieiand 
importunity in prefling of theſe offers upon themydo 
Bill. teight and-trll refuſe ito: hearkew n:nto hin Naan 
ned ta the voice of bis feryants to go. and waſh» in 
Jordas; Ammo hearkned to the VOICC of Fonadwb; and 
Adawrophs yaicd af:Eve; +.and Abahto theyoice/obFe> 


wabel 


How miſerable 


is the condici» ; 
on of thife 
who refuſe to 
hewrken uato 
Chr ilt, » 


The difficulty X | 
of winnirg | 
ſouls, 


—_—_. 


412; Mary fluners dexet bearken-unto Chriſt ; "Chap 


- 


10 


x.abel;-andifavle: tothe voice of the Divil: * Thos do 


... many ounners,. they do. hearken | ro the .voice of the 
world, winchss bur their ſervanc, and they hearken 


'There are mi: 
ny ſinners who 
do not hearken 
unto Chrift in 
his gracious of- 
fers 


rothe voice of cvil counſell, and of their own evil hearts , 
pay, of Satan . himſelf; But they'will not hearker' to 
the:votceof:Chriſt, when fie oftersro them no- lefle than 
mercyandfaluarion; i ff db EL aj, ren 
_:. There-are' three things unto which 'Þ would briefly 
fprak concerning this. | inf bars oe 
.. T That many linners unto whom the Goſpel is prea- 
ched,donot hearken unto Chriſt, + 1h fn 
:.2 Whenceit ariſcth that they donot-hearken, :- * - - 
3 Theſadneffe of their prefent and- furure conditi- 
1 T hat:many finer: do net bearken unto the voice of Chrif 
in his gracions offers, Palm 58, 4. They are like the deaf 
IA dacr that Foperh bis ear, verſe 5 , which will net hearken 
to the woice of the Charmer, charming never ſo wiſely;Mat, 
x1, 16; Fhercunto ſhall 1 liken this Generation, it is like 
w#to children futing 11 themarkst, and callipg uno their fel> 
lows, verſe 17. ' And ſaying; wee have. piped unto: you, 
and yte have not danced, wee have: monrued nntoow, and 
zee havenot lamented, Jcr. 6.10, To whom ſhall 1 ſpeak, 
and give warning that they may hear > Behold, their ear 
35 wncircumciſed, and. they cannot hearken, behold, the 
word of the Lord is urto them a reproach, they baveno-. de 


light. in #,; Rog .,10. 16. But:they bave not allobeyed the 


Goſpel, for:Eſavas ſaith;Lord,who bathi belceved enr re- 

C2) ent Te WAV T{ ad OUTS / i'r 
.  Irold yowupon theopecning of thefe words," that the 
word: hearken might bee -raken in a fivefold: ſenſe, 
1. Tohcat. 2: Fo underſtand, - 3- To: give: Credit. 


, 4. To-japprove and; regard... 5 To obry and ſub» 


Many do noe 
fonuch 25 


* Comeand hear Ghrift, Surely they:are 'farre: from hearkning to the 


mito FO BEE #* 5 O98 ; id, ] 

..- Now 1 ſhall clearit unto you, that many perfons do 

not.in any. of theſe acceptions.hearkenunto Chriſt. . ] 
..] Many as nat: fommel as.come-. and;-hear the Goſpel of 


VOICE 


Chap.10Many finners donothearkenwnto Chriſt... 413. 


-voiceof Chriſt, who will-not come* rohcar-the voice 
of Chriſt: / 1 will nor ſpeak how it is,or may bee; 11:0- 
ther places; bur I have very good ground (without a= 
ny breach of-chariry): to afhrmvir.,- that ſome in this 
place where wee dwell; «ur rarely, itatall (withr- 
1 theſe five years): come: unto this place, .ſomuchasto 
hear the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. here :- O how I could 
weep over.their-ſad condition of Papifme, or Achciſme, 
or Ignorance and blindnefle, or willtulncſs and ftub- 


bornnelle. TEE 


2: Though many do come. and hear, yer they do. mt It they bear, 
underftand the:Oractes of 'God, nor voice of Chriſt, nor yer they do not \ 
the rich mercy of God inthe offers: of Chriſt unto them, #nd:rſtaad. 


VnderſtandeFt thou what thou readeſt > ſaid Philip to the 
Emnach, Att.8, fomay Hay unto many of you,who 
come to hear, underſtand you what you-hear > Jeſus 
Chriſt is preached'unto you', do you underſtand, -who 
or what this Chrilt is :Hee offers his - righteouſneſle » 
his peace, his-falvationro you , But do: you underttand 
what that Righteouſneſſexs : what that peace is- > what 
that falvacnon is >- Hee*calls. you to' come unto him, 
but do you -underſtand- what that comming 1s 3 hee of+ 
tets\himſelt and all ſaving good to your ſouls ; but:to. 
this day, do many of you underſtand what the ofter of 
Chriſt to 2 {inner 1s 2+ or: what ſaving good is > Or the 
riches of Gods: grace and love unto you-in any of theſe, . 


| zTo hearken'-1sto give credit unto what is ſpoken, or they give 
and'vert how-many are there who give uo cred: at all to the nocredir to the 
voice, to the Goſpel of Chriſt, "There is falvation in none: voice of Chriſt 


other but- Chrilt, isthis beleeved for a -trurh > hee thar 
beleceves ſhall bee faved , - and hee rharbelceves not ſhall 
bee damned, is this voice of Chriſt beleeved > It any man 
bee In Thriſtz hee: is a new creature: Hee that loyes not 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; lec him bee Azathema-maranatha, 
x Cor, 16.22, without hotineſs:no: man ſhall ſee the 
Lord, are theſe credired as the traths bf Chrift > hee thar. 
heareth you, heatcth-meez - and' hee thar-deſpiſcth you , 


eſpifcris mes. isthis. -velcayed 3>-cxaape: yon. cepenty . 
: . yeC- 


h- 


4 14 May Sinners da not Hearken unto Eſt Chap: iO 


Or they do nor 
rega'd it, 


& 


Or they do nor 
obey it, 


welball periſh, Lek 13,3;And-except a man be botn a- 
gait hee cannot eater into the Kingdome of God, Fo.3:3. 
And except your righteouſneſle exceed the rightcouſ- 
axflc-of the Sctibes and Phariſees yee ſhall in nocaſc en- 
cr into-the kingdome otheaven, Afar, 5, 20. do men 
indeed give credieto thele Goſpel Truths? | 
:...4. To hearken,istoregard anda : The! Lord 
bee: mcrcitul tous,who axe they, where are they, who re- 
gard, who reverence, who prize and approve the Gol- 
pel of Chriſt, whar are' your thoughts of Chrilizoroof his 
oficrs? it lyingif ragingf railing gf plotting and combi- 
ning how cothruft away the Goſpel, 'if dceſpirctul wings 
itcomplayning of fomuch ing abour Chriſt, there 
is no beauty in Chriſt, in money , in gracc," if theſe - bee 
regarding and approving, and hearkning, . many - of us 
do then hearken : burif theſe bee inconliſtene with an 
hearkning unto Chrift, then many ofus ate yet farre ce» 
nough from hearkning unto him, 
5s Toh:arken, is toobey : Hee hearkens unro Chriſt 
who obeycs..the voice of Chriſt, who takes and follows 
his counſ(ell, when Chriſt ſayes tome, hee comes; - do 
this,he doeth.it.; we bave left all, and followed thee, ſaid Pe- 
zer; (aich Chriſt: if nt will have life come ro' me: If 
you will have your fins-pardoned come ro:mezif yourw1!ll 
ave your hearts changed come to me, if you will have 
your {oulsſayed come to mec :- B:leeve on mee, -recerye 


."  mece, truſtonnice; and who ishec, or where is : hee. a- 


Why finvers 
do nor heark- 


mongſt fo many ot 'youy after ſolong, and after ſacar- 
neſt calls of Chriſt, thar comes in yet unto. Chriſt, who 
cryes out for - Chriſt, -who yeilds up his whole heart unto 
Jeſus Chriftds © + 

. . 2 Butſ:condly, let us conſider whence it 3s that ſinners 
hearken not unto Chriſt; who makes ſuch gracious offers, 


ea unto Chit. and with fuck»ccarneſtnefleunto. them 2  Doth. Jeſus 


Chriſt cfferuntothem/any thing thag is _ h#r:ful to 
thew> Ibefeech you whathurt can the loye of Godgthe 
mercy:of God,the Redemprion by Chrift do you 2 doth 
Jeſus Chrift offer umo you any thing that is moan ang r= 


worthy of your acceprance:'! O how excclient muſt excel- 
| «| 


——— 
4 > 


Chap,10,Why Sinners Fx noe hearken unto 


_— 


Chriſh, 415 


lency bee? how gloriqus is ;tharwhich is glory? who 
is that who is the-chieteſt of:ten thouſand > whar is rhar 
which is more preciaus than Gold, and-Rubies ; and all 
the rhings that can-bee deltred : Hee fur Ornamenta 
mea, {aid Corneliaghhcrfſons ; doth Jeſus Chriſt offer un- 
zo Sianers any thing that 4 «ſelefſe to ther ? what is lone> 
ceſlary for a Sinner as a-Saviour ? for a guilry Sinner, as 
pardoning mercy ?. t9x.a corrupted Sinner, as renewing 
oracc2 ior loſthinhers, asdalvarion > doth Jeſus Chrilt 
offer thele excel viand theſe neceflary things =pon wn- 
jaſt, unreaſonablegand herd termes > Wee ſay nothing 1s 


freer than gift, and the termes'are never harih;which tree 


grace doth make ; all may. bee had freely from Chriſt: 
What then are the reaſons that Sinnershearken not unto 
Chriſt, io ſuch gracious. offers >: 1. will rell you why they 
do-not hearkentq him in his offers,. ' - -- + | 
-. 3 There are fowe things within them that binder them 
from bearkening unto Chriſt in his graciom offers : As © 
- 1 The fulnefs of their hearts, They think they hav 
eaqueh of their ownto faverbers, wihout looking after 
Chritt, and the things which Chriſt doth offer; this was 
one reaſon why the Phariſzes did nor hearken ro Chriſt, 
2. The ignorance of their hearts, They ' do not indeed 
apprehend the worth andexcellencies of Chrilts offer, 
Hehou knerweft the gift of God, | h 
..3_-T he hardrefſe of. their hearts, The houfe of Iſrael will 
not hearkew untothee, for they will not bearken unto mee, for 
all the' houſe of Iſrael are impudent, and hard-heanted, 
Ezek. 3. 7. Nothing works upon au hard heart, it 
yeclds not, 47, 28.26, Gowunto this people, and ſay, bear- 
jng, yee ſhall hear, and not underſtand, and ſeeing, yee 
ſhall ſee, and not percervey verſ,. 27, For the heart of this 
people 15 waxed groſs,, and their ears are dull of hearings 


end their execs have they cloſed, leſt they ſhowld ſee with their 
ezes, and hear with their ears, and underſtand with their 


hearts, and ſhould bee converted, 

4 Theprid: and ſtoutneſs of their. hearts; hearken avto 
mee zee fhowt-hrarted, that are far from Rightronſneſs, 1(1, 
46.13, They were the proad men: that ſaidunto Jere- 


[/$77T5 


There are ( 
things wt. of 
them thar Rin+ 
der them. 
The fulneſs of- 
rheir hearts, 


The ignorance 
of their hearts, 


The hzxrdneſs 
chew hearts. 


The pride 2nd: 
cournels of 


4i6: bx Why firmer 1s do mat bearken unto (orif.Chap.1: O 


The perverſ* 
neſle of their 
hearts. : © 
The love of 
worldly and 
fiofal luſts. 
There are 
ſome things 
wuhourrhem 
thar hinder. 
OQueward prol+ 


perity, 


© 


Counſels of 


meſ, 


Satans ſoggel- 


czons- 


- Ged in judge= 
ment gives 
ah:m op r9 
their own 
hearts luſts. 


e woful 
_ miſerable 
condition of 
ſuch. 


miah, Thou ſpeakeft falfely, Jer, 43, 3. And ar for the word 
which tho haſt ſpokgu unto 11 1 the name of the Lord, wee 
will not hearken unta thee, Fer, 44,16. © 
+5 The dbſord perverſneſſe of their bearts, They will 
not, becauſe they will not, ye will not come to me, 
6 The Love of finful and worldly tufts, Shall I leave my 
prone » laid the Fig-Trec, *my farneſſe, faid the O- 
ve? © | | X 
| 2 There are ſome things withowt''them, that hinder 
them, either in a formal way, :or in a judiciall 
i Outward profperity, 1 ſpake+ unto thee inthy profpe= 
rity, bur. thou dſt I will vot hear, Jer.'22, Lv 
hath been thy manner from. thy youth, that thon'obeyeſt not 
ny oy Trove = 3, hs turning away x He ſemple 
all ſlay them, ana the proiÞerity 'of fools ſhall deft roy thens 
ſee Deut, 32.15. 4fanaſſes would nor hear' in his proſ- | 


ritY, | | . ic 
a 2 Connſells of men, their evil and wicked ſuggeſtions 
againſt hearkuing' unto Chriſt: waxy of them ſaid, bee 
hath a Devil and is mad, nhy hear yee him, Joh. 10, 20. 
Demetrins the filver-{mith, callshis companions: to 
ther, by this Occupation wee have ony wealth: Ang this 
Pas! perfſwades and turns away much peoples ſaying they be. 
wo Gods which are mage with hands, and now they are 
ina tumult, andPavw! muſt bee heard no more, AQ.19, 
25> 36,27, b c2onÞ | | 
. 3 Satans ſuggeſtions, blinding, exciting, hardning; 
and with-drawing from Chriſt, ? 

| 4 Go4 in judgement gives the contemners and {lcight- 
ers of the Goſpcl wato their own hearts lufts,and will nor 
therefcre give them an heart to hearken, 8&c. AH. 28, 
26, 27, ; 

Thus you ſee that many ſinners do not hearken to 


- Chriſt, and why they do ant hearken unto him in his 


gracious offers : Now inthe laſt place, behold their wofw! 
and miſerable condition, - | 
1 They arewicked men, and the baſcſt of wicked men, 


W 


that knoweth God heareth us, hee that is not of God hearth 
not us, 1 Joh.4.6. wE | | —_ A; 
.2 They aye ( at, the beſt ) but Hypocritical ' Profeſſors. They are but + | 
To call Chriſt, Lord, Lordzand yer not ts hearken unto = I ov 
him is but co mock him, yee are none of the ſervants bet. 
- Chriſt, tor his ſervants yee are whom yee 0- 
ICY. MLS 1705113 4 41 34 : ph 
: T hey are nnnatzaral,wiltully retuling their own mer. They are un- 
Ges. | PRESOY ES I EET HDL EET vatural., =» 
4 Thetime will comethat they ſhall cry. to Chrift, and — 
Chriſt will not hearken unto. them, Prov. 1. 24, Becauſe 1 þ. gill not 
have called and rus I have ſtretched our my hand, hcaiken tp 
aud no manregarded: ver{.26,.1 will laugh alſo as your them 
calamity, 1 will mock when your fear commethyerle 27, 
when your fear commeth as deſolation, and your deſtrutti= 
on commeth as a whirl-wind, when diftieſs and anguiſh 
commeth npox you, verſe 28, T hen ſhall they call apon mee, 
but 1 will not anſwer they ſhall ſcek mee early, - but they ſhall 
nat. finde mee, yerl(c- 29, for that they hated knowledge, 
and would not chaſe the. fear of the Lord, #9 i 
5 They ſhall certainly looſe ſaluation, and dec deſtroy- They ſhall 
cd from, the preſence of the Lord, much more ſhall not we cernainly looſe 
eſcape yif wee turn away from him. that ſpeaks from heaven, ſalvation. 
Heb. 12,25. what the Prophet (pake to Amaziah, I 
know: that God hath determized to Lun thee, becanſe 
thon haſt done this and haſt uqt hearkned to my cennſell, 
2 Chron.2s. 16, Taayna certainly bee affirmed of all > 
who will not hearkeH to the waice of - Chriſt, 'that obey / 
not the Goſpel, They ſpat bee. deſtroyed from the preſence / 
of the Lord, 2 Thcf, 1, 8,9. puniſhed with (everlaſting > 
deltruction, &c, Men may withſtand the commanding 
 voiceof Chriſt, butthey ſhall never: be. able to reliſt the / 


jadgeng voice of Chriſts, >> 4. ty tot ent 
" ly 
ny 3. ſont ne 


- "Bob 1. 


© hs, 2 


drome to Rearken unto Chriſt. Chap. 106 


SECT.V. 


Vſea]s Jeſus Chriſt very earneſt and importunate with 
Adviſe and in- finners diligently to hearken unto him in his gra= 
ftruRion, cious offers > Let the next uſe then bee a #»ſe of advice 
and inſtruttion : hee that hath ay car, let him hear what 
the ſpirit ſaith unto the Churches, and hee thar hath an 
ear, let him-hear what the ſpirit ſaith unto-the Chur- 
ches.Seven times it is thus exprelt in Rev, 2.and 3. Thus 
would I ſay uato all of us here this day : He thathath an 
ear let him hear what Chriſt ſaith unto his ſoul, and hee 
that hath an ear, let him hear whar offers Chriſt makes 
unto his foul; ſo hear that you may hearken,. and fo 
hearken that you may regard; and follow the counſell 
of Chrift, to come in to him , and clofe with him, and 
all the ſaying 200d which hee gracioufly offers unto 


Othe | 
i O beloyed ! All that you hear of Chriſt, and all the 
good which you hear repreſented by Chriſt , is nothing 
unlefle you hearken unto Chriſt : thar good will ne- 
ver bee your good, and that Chrift will never bee your 
Chriſt, and that mercy and ſalvation will never bee 
yours unleſs you hearken unto Chriſt, 8&c.,' 

Now there are two forts of perfons unto whom I 
would preſent this advice. x To ſuch as are ina trou- 
bled condition of ſpirit,afraid to hearkento Chrift,2 To 
ſuch as have been in a hardned condition of Spirit for 
many years, refnfing to hearkenunto Chriſt, 

To fac 5 ares 18 Let ſnch arare in a tronbled condition of fpirit (lyi 

| groubled in winder theſpirit of bondage , walking with a wounde 

= fpiritzto heark- ſpjtjr, filled with heavineſle, and fears, and wants) ter 
_—_— Silt Foo bec adviſed, diligently to hearken unto Chrift, to fol- 
bis counſcs, #979 his connſell, come to him, yeild unto him, and truft 
*_ on him, for mercy, for peace, for righteouſnefle, for ho- 
lineſſe, for all : Do not hearken re Sarans ſuggeſtions, 
buthearken uato Chriſt, Do not hearken to your own 
unbelecying hearts, unto your own ſenſe and feeling, 
unto 


_ 
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'Chap. 10 Tronbled Sinners adroifed to hearken. 4'g9 


unto your own reaſonings and fears, but unto Chriſt : 
certainly Chriſt can dirc& you berter than you can your 
ſelves. There cannot poſſibly bee any danger unto 


you,any loſſe,prejudice,inconvenience to you, by heark- 


vingunto Ohrift, 
| Lerme aſſure you oftwo things. 


1 You can never bee delivered from that tro#bled conditi- 


They can ne- 


on of conſcience but by comming to Chriſt, There is no YE b® d eliver- 


frera that 


watct to quench rhat fire, bur che bloud of Chriſt, nar — 
any balm tocloſe up jour wounds,but Jeſus Chriſt : py comming © 
you will ſtill bee upon atempeſtuous ſea,untill you land Chriſt. | 


ar Chriſt, and upontherack, till you come to Chriſt, 
to- take you off : 'Go whether you will, and do 
what you pleaſe, and try all the courſes, which your 
diſtretſed hearts may ſuggeſt unto you , you ſhall neyer 
attain to that grace,nor to that mercy, nor to that peace 
which your ſouls defire, until you come to Chriſt, | 

All your hopes, and all the diſpenſations of ſpirituall 
good, are treaſured up onely in Chriſt : And theta 
go tohim, hearken unto him , the key of all your 
mercies is in his hand, no creature can give them unto 
you, nor will God himfclt deliver themunto.,you, until 
you come to Chriſt. - 7” 


2 You will certainly bee delivered, you will fude £20d,jou You will cer* 


will finde reft for your ſouls, if you will hearken and come to 


tainly be deſi= 
yered,if you 


Chriſt: As Chriſt hath all , which reſpeRts your trou- heark 
bled ſouls, ſo you ſhalt injoy all by com 4s unto Ctviſt.. E 


him >: What 


form unto you , upon comming - in unto- him, You 


ce offers unto you , hee will onely per- 


would have Chriftto bee yours, and this Fouls quiet * 


all? . Why hearken and come to Chriſt,and Chriſt will 
bee yours, Hinsthat comes unto mee, I grill in no wiſe re= 
jet, Joh. 6. 37, you would'have wercy to bee yours, and 
this world con all> why? cone” to Chriſt, and 


poſe 


mercy will bee yours, in his blond is ghe xemiſſion. of - 


your finsto bee found ; Eph. 1, 7, Paxl, came inw 
Chrift, and he obtained Merey, Mar) fe eta 
in toChriſt;and heefaid untoher, Th ſins are forgiven, 
7% | Eeea- Luk, 


i, Encouragements for diſtreſſed if Chap, 40+ 


Luk. 7.48. You would have peace and reft in your 
confcience, and then all would bee well> why rhenxcome 
co Chriſt tor hee is owr peace, Eph, 2. 14, 4nd being juſti- 
fied by faith, wee have peace with God, 'Rom. 5. 1. 
you would have 75; breonſueſſe  #1d bolineſſe, and then 
your hearts would bee ſetled 3 why then come to 
Chriſt, who of God i made xnte ns wiſdome, rightcon[ne(s) 
ſantti fication, and redemption, H Cor. I, 30s 

O thou *rroubled foul! thy bonds had long ſince 
been broken aſunder, thy 'wartare had long ſince been 
accompliſhed, the years of thy adverlity, and the days 
of thy tears and tears, had long ſince expired,. ha 
thou harkned unto Chriſts counſel, and notunto Satan 
and thine own heart. The way of thy help is clear and 
certain, and neer unto thee, Chriſt hath expreſled ir 
(and hee is truth it (elf) hearken unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and your ſoul ſhall live. ' _ | 

06j; Oh but Chriſt will not hearken unto me, though 
F hearken to him, ; | | 
Encourzge® Sol, Thereare four things which may incourage any 
men's for dif- yggT troubled diſtreſfled foul tro come to Chriſt to heark- 
ereflcd fouls to en unto him. mY Ty | 
—_  _-1'feſusChriſthathall the goodand comfort which 
He bath all. this poor diſtreſſed {inner needs, > - '. - 
good which * 2 Fefus Chriſt calls this ſinner unto himy in as expreſle 
ey wr p/n a manner, as heart can dehire, : j 
mens 1 3 Jeſus Chrift hath paſſed promiſe upon promiſe,that 
him, Thecomein tohim, he ſhall be accepted and finde mer- 
He hath paſ- cy, © "I bY . | E 
fed propule *- 4 Feſus Chrift hathrin all ages of the world, even to 
Stn alt 905 day , Been a real, and cfteQual, and furchelp, deli- 
pes been VEFAnCe, comfort, and falvation; unto every ſoul that 
ſure refuge un> Hath hcarkened' and come unto him, it. any man 
zo ſuch ſinners. car my yoicez and come to mee, I will come in , 


1GCCs © - h | wa 54 

To proud fine . 2 Let ſuchas have been proud, ſwrly, and ob inate fire- 

ners,: cfuſe He : ['# o W % 4 L y "1 _. . . a 

Ekriftsoffers #77, reſufing biclerto'to hearken unto Chriſt in his 

no longer. gracious: cftcts 5. bee adyiſcd to-do ſo no-'more; bee. 
? + 4 ; ; . I» > yet 


420 


—_— 


Chap,10, . 


. Sinners$0 hearken,_ . _ 


421 


yet perſwaded to hearken-to: Jeſus Chriſt 2\-do what your 
will, ſo that you will but hearken to Chriſt, rv come 
tohim., to obey him, to buy of himall ſaving good 
for your ſouls : "Though you ſcorn and-.ſleight us;yer 
hearken unto Friſe Though you ſlander and revile 


and rail- at us. yet 


rt Whoever hardned his heart agaigſt 
Job. 9. 3./0 who ever retuſed to 
g0t by 1t? 


God and proſpered, Who ever 


hearken to Chriſt, and barencd his 
hearr againſt 


What did 4damgert by not hearkning to 
the commands of.God 2 what did Pharash ger > 8c. what 
did the 1ſraclites ger by 

The Phariſees wo 


not hearkningunto his Word ? 
| not hearken, and MHieraſalen 
would not hearken to Chriſt, and J«das- woul, 


nort 


hearken » but what did they ger by refuſing. Chriſt, 


but onely  ruine, deſtruction, - and-. defolation . 
. 2 that ſhall wee our ſelves get by it, that wee will not What (all we 
obcy the voice of Chriſt , that wee will not come our ſelves ger 


| carket uato Chrilt; for the Lords. They ſhonld 
fake, at length be ſober and ſeriuus, and like reaſonable+ conhder, 
and wiſe men conſider a tew things: 


Gad ard profs 


pered. 


unto him , and belceve.on himy and receive him, nor by its 
the gracious offers which hee makes unto us 2 The 
ſinner will not hearken to the commands and intreaties 
of Chriſt, but hee will hearken to: the cQunſel of wicked 
and vain men, and unto the counſel of his own heart;hce 
will not obey the Goſpel ,. but hee will walk. after the 


but wewill certainly do whatſoever thing go 
ewn mowth>But what did they get nh 


inations of his own heart, in his ſiaful wayes. Like 
Jews, Jer, 44..16. 17: Wee will not hearken unto thee. 
eth forth of. owr 
ce yerl, 26, Be 


hold I have ſworn by my great Name, ſaith the Lord, that _ 
mo) vame-(hall ber no more named in the mouth of any may © 
of Judah, in all the Land of Egypt, ver, 27, Behold I will 
watch over them for evil,.. and not for good, and all the men 
of Judah that are inthe Land of Egypr, ſhal. bee conſumed by 
the Sword, and by the famine, mitilt there bee. an end of 
them, So it wee will ſtill. harden our hearts. agai 


Chriſt, 


and will nor. hearken to his voice; what ſhall : 
wee getby.lt>- The Lord Swears in bis rerath, that they - 


Eec. 3 


that: 


——— ſn —— 


ken. Chap. 10 
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that beleeve not, ſhall mot enter into his veſt, Heb, 3.18. 
Suppoſe that God would leave you to your own hearts, 
{o that you never regard-nor obey rhe yoice,and call,and 
offers made by Chriſt, I beſecch you what will come of 
this?who ſhall bee the looſers by this 2 you will not come 
in. co Chritt,. and accept of him, 'and you' will norcloſe 
with thar gracc,and lite, and mercy , which hee freely 
offers unto you? Well, but what will at laſt come of him 
ow inner CT ny 2 for _ wr _ 
* von way Oully think of what I ſpeak unto you this day,and fleight 
_ "cafe _ the offers made by Chriſt no more. {tk TY 
longerbeg of And that you may not do '{o, beſerchthe Lord for three 


od. |, things. 
Tharhe wand _ | "Oneis, That hee would not (for former fleightings of 


- not for former 


flciphrings de» Chriſt) depart from you, and give you up to reprobate 
___ fined you. mizds, and [cared Conſciences, and ſo fot ever leave you 
unto your ſelves, as hee did the Tſrae/ites for not heark- 
ning unto him, Plal.g1.11,12, But my people would nat 
hearken unto my voice, 8c, Sol gave them np to their own 
hearts luſts, and they walked in their own connſels, No 
RN Ne Tikwibey wowks fie, axil 

1» 155 Dee WOuta open your eyes to jec, an 
m_ $46 = then perhaps your hearts would bee openedto N aerhade It the 
to lee. Lord would but cauſe you, this once to know his name; 
to know your {elves, to know his Chriſt, ro know the 
precious things of lifewhich Jeſus Chriſt doth fo ' graci- 
ouſly and cms ry a unto you, perhaps you would 

eek eo fi, 4 ſe the Binds 

bio -'3 .Afthird 1s, That hee would circumciſe the bIindneſſe 
_— = of mo minds, and the hardneſſe of your hearts , and wy 
blindneſle of J;ox of youy wills; And that hee himſelf would reach 
your _—_— yoty andgivean heart ro hear;Joh. 6.45. It is written, 
your heats,re. they ral bee all ranght of God, every man rherefore that 
bellion of your hath heard, nnd hath learned of rhe father, ” commerh ynts 

wills, we, If, 32.3. The eyes of them that ſer' ſhall nat be blind,and 
: the ear of them that hear ſhall hearken. Pp 


SECT, 


Py & © \ 


_— 


Chap. 10 Emvidences of our bearkning to Chriſt+ 


SECT... VI, 


A Third Uſe which I would make of this point, ſhall 
bee for comfort, ants all thoſe who have diligently 


eſus Chriſt, and to come in unto bim,, . 

I. will briefly ſpeak two things unto this uſe. One 
is» ſome evidence, that a ſinner hath indeed . hearkned 
unto Chriſt, 2 Another-is,the comtorts bclongiag to 
ſuch a perſon, | | 

x The ſigns or evidences that a finuer bath indeed beark- 
ved uns Chri ﬀ n 

1: If you have indeed hearkned unto Chriſt, Then 
the voice of Chriſt hath come in power upon your hearts, 

Beloved, There is no heerkning unto Chriſt, rill 
Chriſt ſpeaks with power and authoriry unto your 
hearts; There is a mighty power pur forth by Chriſt 
towards ſinners to hearken to him, The dead ſhall hear 
the woice of the Sounc of God ,. and they that hear (hall live, 
Job, 5.25, Certainly there nautt bee a mighry power 
pur forth to make the dead tohear, - 8c. When Chriſt 
"makes a ſinner ta hcarken unto him, he puts forth a fives 
fold power. 16 

1 An awakning power :. As the Avgel came and {mote 
Peter on the ſide. and raifed him up, ſaying, ariſe wp quick: 
ly, Att. 12, 7. fo when, the Lord Jeſus will make a 
{taner to hearken unto him, hee ſpeaks with ſuch a 
power unto his heart, that hee awakens hin out of his 
carelefle and regardlefle ſpirit , ſo that. the finner., be- 
gins ſeriouſly to liſten, and attend, . and- conſider of the 
oreat matrcers of ſalyation ſpoken of ,. and tendered to 

im by Chriſt, 

The man formerly though hee heard a thouſand ſer- 
mons of Chrilt, and mcrcFs and life, and faiths ,and ſal- 
vation, yer hee minded them notatall, butnow on. a 
ſuddain his heart is wrought on, and hee begins to at- 
tend to the word of Chriſt, and hee grows ſerious in 


_ 


a7 fFO= JS 3 | 
Pe a hens al; 
Comfort fo _. ; 


> $-..+—Þ 


hearkned unto the voice and offers of Chriſt, . ſo, as: to obey thoſe that hears © f 
-þ 


ken untoChriſt 


Signs of a fin» 
ner thar heark=» 


ens untoCbriſt” 


The voice of 
Chriſt hath 
come in power 
upon yOu. 


Chriſt pus 


fortha fivefold ' 


Power. 


An awaknlng- 
powers 


marking: 


« 
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An overturns 
ing power. 


Analluring 
power. 


An oyercom- 
ing power. 


marking and minding what Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks by the 
Goſpel unto him. | 
2 Anoverturning power ; The Lord Jeſus ſpeaks un- 
to the ſinner in ſuch a manner, as to pull down the FFrong 
holds, as to rent the rocks, as tro break down the ſtour 
and proud heart of the ſinner, and the ſunner is made to 
ſee his horrid vileneſle 1n fleighting of Chriſt, and ſhut- 
ring our of Chritft , and deſpiſing the gracious offers.of 
Chriſt, and hee now is aſhamed of his baſenefle, and 
nm at his deſperate reſiſtance of Chriſt. in his of- 
ers. 
3 An alluring power : Chriſt doth ſo repreſent himſelf, 
and what hee offers unto the {ſinner , that nothing ap= 
cars more beautiful and lovely, and dclirable . than 
1mſelf , and the grace and mercy which hee offcrs : 
Hee ſees nothing elſe bur his very life and ſalvation in 
theſe offers of Chriſt, and all as worthy of all acceptati- 
on; ſo that the poor ſinner goes home, and weeps for 
joy, O ſaithhe, I have heard good things this day, I 
have heard of ſuch mercy, and ſuch love, for a poor 1fin- 
ner; as I never heard the like in all my daies. . | 
4 Anexciting power. The Lord Chriſt by his pow- 
er lets fall a word on the will of a finner, and faith I am 
willing to fave thec,and thou (halt have all this maercy and 
{ſaving good, if thou wilt bee willing to receive me,and 
truſt in mee > Come and bee mine, and I will give thee 
{trength againſt all thy fins; come and beemine, and 
1 will give thee pardon for all thy fins; I will give thee, 
my es and my righteouſneſle, and my (pirit. 
" ''5 Anovercomming power , ſo that the ſinner is now as 
willing xo come to Chriſt;and as carneſt ro enjoy Chriſt, 
and all the good offered by Chriſt, (in ſome meaſure) 


- as ever Chrift was earneſt and willing to have him 


come, 8&c, Heretofore all the work ſeemed to bee onely 
on Chriſts part, and now all the work ſ{cemerh to bee 
onely on the Sinners part: O that this ſinner would 
come to mee ſaid Chriſt, O that Chriſt would come to 


mece z now faith the finner ; Iam willing to bee one 
| WIE | al 


hap 110 Ervidences of our beatkning to Chriſt, 425 


ſaid Chriſt | _ 
A he Gnce oo op et oe piling ro Bec 
A gu & will -hee heavken unto 
mac id Chriſt> when ſhall I enjoy thee blefled Chriſt 
fairt wore wk now, Beloved, then the ſinner heark- 
ens C9 nity when by the power of Chriſt hce is made 
willing to ii Chrilt,..- | | 
2 If you have indeed hearkaec 5, Fouls 
Fits b Poctat offer nd Fonies, d unco.Chriit, c will ap- Ie will appear 
nd y theſe effec 
Fs hens _ ero hearkgn to any perſon, or ay) crea- nd fruits. , 
_ . xray "mm you "how hearkning unto Chriſt Toy will nor 
LY , nor Pareat, nor Enzmy, nor .-_* hearikene 
rien lem, WC, fe Y mo waeld gap lite, oth:r ow ”_ 
' 2 Youw!l let al yonr firs gozand cup idle at,  wou-d diiwade 
you Y.y bave Chriſt, 4 «7 7; _ oy Epiorthas You will let at 
3 You will venture your all upon Chrift | 2 your fin 
bottome for your ſouls to li "Þ 4.545 Helis ill ve 
| tolivc in, a your,” TOBIN ven 
hop2z&c- Ee | gp * Tt onely eure your all 
EPA will be obedient in any other thing unta the vice of You —_— 
Chrift, not onely, bee obedicat to come to "him, Bur *Þcdienrro 
ee ro wal inhim, » DUE Chin in any 
5 Y ou will 5ee wore deſirom tobe ne : other thing. 
may hear 14 4s of valve ok 4 OY OR fr wy = - 
Secondly , The comforts | + Epalr oy | oo" 
| 08 2, ee fi | Jor juch 4s have indeed heark- c_ 
jk z Heqrhpingonto Chriſt i5 the real fruit of Gods eternal = —_— | 
ion: As many As W ; . | of ſuch as h 
Atty ane. 'y 45 were oradinee! ts eternal lite beleeved, hrarkn —__ 
.2- Hearkning unto Chriſt, 7s the v "5 
> FICATRINNS UNO ll «ry (ealo _ fruic of eleci- 
tual Vocation, Itis nothing elſe, but v uy [eel af Yole ofes on. gf comm 
{wer to theeall of Chrift, che making up of the 1h, nthotead of 
rwixt a ſoul and Chrift, P Ic match oureffedtual 
| egy wing unto Chrilt,is clear evidence that jou ea 
we bri ftiaxs indeed, cyery one that is of the truth heareth 
my es Joh. 18, 37- <8 | UE”  vidence that 
4 Hee that hearkneth unto me (hall "iy o, Ag Oe Are Cuts 
bee quiet from fear of evil. amps Los 660 Je a rogry 
5 No 7 e 3g 33. He (hall dwell 
6,1 w you may be {ure that God will hearkgn unto you, *fcly- , 
your lawful deſires and requeſts,  -  _ * _* Godwill hear 
| IS 'Fff | ISAL kenurt2 you- 


It is a clear c+ 


F 1 


CT—__ 
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mo. 


es tn 


Geheral 'oLſer*- ſions ,. there ate atew general points 
VAt!Qn, 


$h>d (Spb (0047747054014 0623440. 


ISAIAH 5s. 2, 


Hearken diligently unto me, and eat yee that which is good, 
4nd tet your ſoul delight it ſelf in farneſſe,' 


hy = CH AP. Xl. 


Have ſpoken a few things concern- 
10g the carneſtneſſe of Chriſt with 
Sinners to hearken unto him» and 
now Iam to ſpeak of the Arga- 
ments here uſed by Chriſt to per- 
{wade them fo rodo ;' here ts the 
hook and the bait, the match and 
| the porrion : good comes by hear k- 
| | ning toa good Chrilt { ear yo rhat 
which js good, and let yoar ſonl delight it ſelf im fatneſs, 
They diſtinguiſh of good. 
' 1 Bontm jucundum, and here is delight for the ſoul, 
2 Bownm atile, and here is fatneſs or ſwfficiency, 
3 Bonum honeſtuns, and here is life for theſonl, © 
ain of Bonnm. 1 Natnarale, 2 Moxale, 3 Spiritu- 
ale, The fpiritual good which is the chicfeft $009; is here 
held out to allure us. | N WIE 
Thereate onely two propofitions which thefe words 
do prefent unto tts. | obb/” >> dnbind 
1. That good and good indeed, will come ro them, 
which hearken and come to Chrift, 4 SIT 
2 Thar all-fonl delights and 'fweetly fatisfying com- 
forts; will low into all ho diligenty” hear cn \utnro 
Thrift! [1,10 | Shes +. eg 
| Buthefore I difcontfe of thefe tio particular provi- 
whichro me fcem 
obſervable from the former and latter part of the Text, 
I will but mention them unto you, and thenrteturn-co che 
Fropolitions . Which I haye racntioneds: 


—_ 
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ak 
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Chap.11 ' General obſer rations: 


Ds ” Ee ee 
* 


1 That it is not onely « Daty , but alſs it is a reaſona- 
ble Duty,for ſinners ts hearken unto Chriſt:Chriſt doth not 
reſt un a mecr command (bearkes diligently wnto me) but 
hee doth ſugar and (weeten that command with allur- 
ing reaſons and cncouraging motives (eat ye that which 


« good and let,$:c.) As every att of obedience is ratio- 
nal, {c 


o eſpecially are the aCtsof Evangelical obedi- 


ence + Chriſt offers rcaſons enough to perſwade any . 


man to Chriſt, The Goſpel as it works in a powertul 
way, ſo likewiſe in a rational way, it is a hook with a 
bait on it» and a match with a portion» 

2 That it is wot only a reaſonable duty to hearken mito 
Chriſt, but alſsa moſt reaſonable dnty : Jeſus Chriſt out- 
offers all others , and hee out-reaſons all othcrs ( thar 
is) hee doth preſent higher, and better, and ſtronger rea=- 
ſons, and'encouragements to hearken unto him , than 
can be giveny not to hearken unto him, or to hearken 
untoany other, Fe ib 

There are three reaſons given by Chriſt in this and in 
the next yerſe, which overtop all the arguments of the 
world, viz, x A reall pow. 2 Soul delight. 3 And 
the lite of our ſouls. | 

As Chrift gives the beſt wages to them who are jn his 
ſervice, ſo hee holds out the beft incouragements to 
draw us into his ſervice. | 

3 That Jeſus Chriſt aims at our geod in onr obedience to 
hs Call; Itis our gainto hearken unto Chriſt, I have 
often conſidered and admired, at the wiſdome of Gods 

oodneſle in the way of ſinners ſalvation by Chriſty that 
e gains all the glory,and they gain all the happineſle 
by itz if you hearken unto Chit » God hath all the glo- 
ry, and you have mercy, and comfort, and blefledneſs 
(10% ſhall cat that which is good, aud jonr ſouls fall delight 
themſelves in fatneſſe,) | 

4 That Chrifts encouragements are promiſes, He holds 
out promiſes, yea many promiſes, and deals with fin- 
ners by them to hearken and come unto him, I thin 
that you ſhall ſcarce read -þ any one inyitation that Chrilt 

= ever 


Ic is nce onely 
a duty,bur a 
reaſongble dus 
ty to ha: ken 
unto Chrilit., 


Tr is not onely 
arcaſonble, 
bur a mo? rea- 

founable duty. 


Cirift aims 2+ 
cur por d iQ 
cur obedience, 


Chriſts enccy- 
Fagements aje 
pros, 


 .428 Goodenjojed by comming to ( briſt. Chap. 11 
ever made to ſinners, But hce is pleaſed to flank that in- 
vitation with one or with many promiſes: Here: you 
finde ico, the Iike you may alſo findein other (crip- 
tures; Comegyfor all things art ready, comeand I will give 
you reſt, Come and drinkof the waters of life freely,beleeve 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, hee that beteeves onthe ſon, ſhall ſee 
life, repent and bee converted, that your ſins may bee blot- 
ted out, | | : x RS 

W hy Chr: Aud the reaſons why,when Chrift would bring in Sin- 

deals with fin- nets to himſclt, he deais with thera by promiſes, ate 

ners by promi* theſc, 

They KY YUP peu Evangelical promiſes, are moſt Congruom ' to work, 


COAPructs t . . 5 Sy 
—_—_ ry 4g 2 Evangelical- promiſes are moſt apr ro- affe®, - and 


Moſt aprro »1- allure the hearts of þnners, | | 
lure the hear. 3 Evaneclical promiſes, are the flrongeſt arguments to. 

ow ſtrongeſt er{wade;the cords of love. | be F; 
owe Yo 4+ Evangelical promiſes, are the ſureft bonds,. and af- 
bonds, ſuring engagements, They are ſure botromes to reſt on, 
Theſe things being briefly premifed, I ſhallnow ſpeak 
unto the propoſitions formerly mentioned, and begin 

_ = neſt of heed. 19 THI ler 

F Oct. That good inacea will come wnto ſinners upon 
ins «pg hearkning and comming nmto Chriſt (hearken unto mee, Jm 

- thoſe who eat yee that which is good): | 
hearken ro The words d» ſtand in oppoſition unto the precedent 
Chriſt words (wherefore do you lay out your money for that which 
5 not bread; and your labour for that which [atisfyes not?) 

The things which yee look at, and ſeck for. our of 

Chriſt, thev are not bread, they are not. good, they 

cando us no good; wee think that they are, and that 

they can ,. but indeed not s'-and wee think that they can 
fill and fatisfyc us » but indeed they cannor , Therefore 
Chriſttakes-us off from them, as being onely a ſeeming 

200d, but no real good , and perfwades us to hearken 
unto himſelf, for in ſo doing, good indeed,real good, that 
which is real good in-it ſelf, and that which will prove 

real. good unto us; ſhall come unto us. » hy 

cre 
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. x, That Good Mleeriaiahreathe unto. us by.heavkding 
and COMMINS.UnNtQ : hrift, CUTIES Wag , DB. 
2 Thar chat good is. real and fiabſtantial good... _..... 


SEE: 


LiF Hat good will certainly, come wnts, 58 br hervng 
4, and coming mar Chriſt + As David (aids it .6 good 
for mee to draw nigh to God, Plal. 73. 28.-agd . Jexerty ». 
Lam..3- 25: The Lord ts good to the ſoul that ſethys him, 
So, ir.is- good to, hearken to Chrilt ( Bleſſeg' is the man, that, 
heareth mee, Prov. 8.34. For whoſo findeth mee, nach 
life, andſhall obtain favanr. of the Lord, verl,..35.. 1 45 
the Prophet ſpake uvto the Jews, 1ſaiab 1. 19, 1f yee bee 
willing and obey, yee ſhall ext che good of the Land Thas 
it ſhall bee to.all who hearken unto Chriſt , they . ſhall; 
eat.of what is'good, they. (hall paitake of good, .Luk.. 
10.42, Mary hath choſen that 'gzod part, here you. (ce: 
that go0d comes by. hearkning unto Chrilt,, Rey. 3.20. 
1f any man hear my woice and opens the door, I will come: 
in, and ſp with him, aud he with mee, z here good.comes. 


by hearing and opening to Chriſt,. Prev.. 1-435 But 
F 


whoſo hearkneth unto mee ſhall 4well ſafely, ana 


bee, 


quiet from fear of evil, here is good by hearkning to' 


Chriſt,1 Cor.3.21, All things are yoars,y+22 whither Paul, 
er Apolio,or Cephas,or the world or life, or death,; or things 
preſent, or things 10 comes all are yorrs, V. 23. . And you are. 
Chriſt», Joh. 6.39. Tamthe bread of life, hee that commeth 


to mee, ſhall never hanger , and hee that belecveth on mee” 


ſhall never thirſt, Joh, 5, The dead ſhall hear the waice of 
the Son of God, and they that hear ſhall live, 1 Per. 1,8. 1» 
whom beteiving ye rejoice with joy ogy pi and full of 


glory. here was 200d, 1-Cor,.1, 30,0 


teonſneſſe, and ſanTification and redemption, is not here 
good, Colol. 2..27. Chriſt in yos the hope of gory, is not, 


this.a good, Job, 3, 16.: Hee T 17 4am Il” not pe= 


if 3. Tiſh 


There are two things; includedinthis aſſertion, ... , Twothings 


him are yee. in © 
Chrift Je ſu1,who of God is made unto #s wiſdome and. righ- 


—_— Ry 
7 


included. 


Goed will cer* 
tiinly cc me co: 
u,by beark- 
ning to Chriſt” 
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a 
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$30 Good 'enjojed by comming wito Chriſt. Chap. t x 
| 1iſh, but bave everlaſting life, Eph. t,13. In whons af- 
ter yebeleeved; and were ſealed'wrth that holy ſpirit of pro- 
miſe, verl, 14, which is che earleſf of erin d.1I90hh the 
redemprion of the purchaſed poſſeſſion | All theſe are good 
and all theſe, and more than theſe ſhall be had,by heark- 

ning and comming tinto Chrift, Caz ary good thin 

ome ont of Nazareth, ſaid Nathaniel> Come and ſee, ſad 
Philip, Fohn 2.46, ſoifany ſay, canany good come 
© ** unitetts, by comming unto Chrift, I Anfwer, come and 
_ . ſee, all goodcomes froma good Chriſt, \- They ſay all 
| lyes in a 200d conſcience, Therefore Solomen calls 
-Lrgpyere feaft,, auch more-dothitlye in a good 


- "Altout ſprings are in him, There you may have Life, 
and there yon may haye Peace, and there you may have 
Joy, andthere you way have Hope, and there you may 

ave Riches,” and there you may have Forgiveneſſe, and 

_ there you may haye Righteonſneſſe, and there you may 
have good, all good, all that is good for you. You read 
of diverſe who came ro Chriſt, ſome for their bodies, 
ſame for their ſouls, and all that came to him received 
S$oo0d by him, the blind received their fight, aud the deaf, 
their hearing; the damb, their ſpeech; -and the Lame,their 
ſtrength; andthe Sicktheir healh, and the troubled,com- 
fort, and mercy and ſalvation. 7 bave not faid to the henſe 
of Jacob, ſeeyen nee in vain, I[aeq5. 19, ſo Chriſt doth 
not ſay, hearken unto mee, and come unto mee, in 
vain : Itisa vain thing tohcarken unto the world, it is 
2a vain thins to hearken unto wicked men, ir isa vain 
ing to hearken unto our own wicked hearts, it is a 

-vainching to hearken unto Satay. Bur it is not a yain 
his oo come to Chriſt, to hearken unto Chriſt, no e- 
vil wilt come unto you by ir, all good will come unto 
you. by it, you fhall cat that, which is goed, Cr. 5.1, 
Eat, O friends, aud drink, ſpeaking immediately betore 
of rite Spices and AMyrrb, of the hoxey, and the hony comb, 
of the Fine and the milk, Rev, 2. 7..1 will give him to cat 

. of therreeof bfe, verſ, 175. 1 will groe him to et of the hid- 


den 


Chap.11The @0d by Chrift ivredt ant ubſluntial: ag = 
don Mameb, Well, Itis clear that good will come 
_— comming uiiro Chrift,: Now follows. the (e- 
COl Patt. 196 ; k £) - : +} x | 6 


SECT. f.-- | 


: Ti the grod which will come. unto mf b; entinleg 4 _ 
auto Chriff,,s good indeed, it is areal aud ſpbſtamti- 7” 
al good, a ooh "i bn _ 6 $ RO ae 


' They diſtinguiſhof rwoſorts of good:rhereare — 17 Celeb. 

. x This worlds good, who fo bath this worlds goads, nuntial., 
1 Foh.$.47, — -- 5164 A 1 Teetued” 

'2 That worlds good; Good for afonl, and good. for good 
heaven:Bona gre facinue bonam;® bows que faciumt bearam, This worlds 
And theſe kinds of good,are either Bona apparentia,only ;, —= HEY 
which ſeems good, but are not good', art bome Rady $204, - 
which arc good indeed y and' will bee fo to us, Reall 
good, will bee. teally ons; if wee really eo to, 
Chriſt; Fob 65y. Uk 2s mbic Pre, ahd wi Blowd 
i+-Drink indro8 Tas Fithad aid) vou have ho food tor” 
your fouls rofeed on , and tvlive on; but mee, Iamonly 
that breadot lite, verf. "48; Rev.3. 17. Thonſayeſt uns. 
rich; and encrdaſed with Goolr; &c; verſe 48. I connſelt” 
thee to buy of mee, gald tryed im rbb fire, What they maye/F bt * 
rich, 'abil* white rayment that thou nayef bee clothal te, _ 
As1thechad (aid ,,thon art deceived; thog atrnot richs, 
thou arrnot dothed, thou chinksrthar thod art; bur in-* 
dee9 thottart not, Kolwy worldftbeerich wdecd ther - 
cometo' mic; att} wotffdeſt have raimenr tidettt tooth” 
 Venrcondye” <p THAN ee | 

Ta open thisexcellenc point a \lictle,' Lwilfhew.unto- 
yourbricfly, i FI | AN 2 | * 

- 1''What good isto bee had by commihgto Chrift, - . 
2 Thirit may beedemonſtratedto. be teal good,goud- 


iadeed. OS | x \ HY bk. . Me 
- 5 How 1t:may be cleared that aft who really:cotwe to» aur | w” 
Chriſt, ſhall really enjoy all thar real good, ' 54 NSD 7 


Queft, - W hat: good is tobe hathby comming t0 hr; jp ' Chriſt, - 
| 0 


— 
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432 .'. \ bar good.i5-t9 be bud by Chit)" Chap..x1' 
All out good- | . Sol. To TEA grd,,all ſaxl:goadgand all ſonl-faving.good, 
nay ox con” Ok oral des of 8 99d;the molt excel Nt and the: 


$ 

molt . This g00d may bec conſidered either, (_,., 
Inthe end, e- I Intheend, and ſoit is noother thing than eternal 
_ bappi® happineſſe, the crown af life. : The kingdome of glory, 
— Bonum ſunmum & ultimum, And this is tobeehad by 

communes ta Chrilt, Zh, 6: 47, Verity, verily,: { ſay wnto. 
- yon,bect bat elceverh az we bath everlaſting life,” 


Os 


bring A Wy | 2 Inthe way bringing of 1, untoihe participation of that 
thang + 169d, And this isthe good of. "{;1SAP 


The'good of ',' 1, o axes; whereby one comes into-the relation of 
Adoption, _. the ſons 0 


God, that hee is our father 


109 6. i T'i 


't 4 


0 


: 


grgiver 108 all trefp 64) 2 Hr nA 
3. Kegonesliafion,wyherey, wee are. . delivered our of the. 
cltatc of comity, and wrath, and.brought into an. c- 
ſtare of friendſhip > and.love with God, and this, good 
weebaveb) Chriſt; Jee that were ſcmetimes altengted and 
enemits,, bath be reconciled, Col. I, 21, Hee, recoxciled, us 
unto Godin is body on the croſs, having ſlain. the enmity 
thirebsBol 3G tile bs, f 
Peace and joy. , 4 Pace and Foy, and hope, which flow fromall theſe, 
| theſe areglſorg be had by Chriſt, being juſtified b y faith, 
"Mee have peace with Godt rough our Lord Jeſus Chriſh, by 
ke ke wee have acceſs by faith ints this grace » wherein we 
” ftandzandrejoyce, in the hope of the glory of GodjRom.5;1,2, 
SaniRifeattc,, 5 Santtification, which is a renewiog of the foul, and 
' | a conforming ot itto the image of Chriſt, This good alſo 
1114 Wee 


Reconciliation 


we, 


——_ Kr. at S4 
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wee have by Chriſt; who is made nnto us [aut ification, 
x Cor.1. 30, | 


6 Spiritual immunities, Livertics, Priviledges, if any Spiritual im- 


man be in Chriſt, be is a new creatwre, 2 Cor. 5.17. Thus 
you ſec that.thereis abundance of good to bee had by 
comming unto Chriſt, 


2 Butnow letus conſfider, That all this good is a real 
good, and how it may be demonſtrated to be {o, certainly 
a real happinelle is a real good, though an imaginary 
happineſle bee notzreal mercy and forgiveneſlezand righ- 
rcoulneſs, and peace, &c. are good indeed, That all this 
g00d is real good,I ſhall demontirace thus unto you. 

1. That good which hath all the ingredients of reality in 
it, m5 needs be real good, of good indecd, but the good 
which we have by comming to Chriſthath all the iagre- 
dicnrs of reality. 

I will mention only three ingredients of a real ſpiritu- 
al good, truth, efficacy, permanency, . 

T1 Tr#th, which ſtands in oppotttion to falſchood and 
deceit, Why all that good which T have mentioned by 
Chriſt is true, Their —_— s 154rue happineſſe,and there- 
fore happineſle indeed, 

Three things intrue happineſle, 1 A perfet good.2 A 
perfect fruition. 3 Eternal. Thi is eternal life to know 
thee, and bim whom thou haſt ſext, John 17,3, I am the 
way, the truth, and thelife, Joh. 14.6. yea happy is the 
people whoſe God is the Lord, Plal,144. 15. your adoption # 

' true: when a man is a belcever and brought ro Chriſt, 

hee is a ſon of God, God himſelf calls him fo, and owns 

himſo, and deals with him as ſo,*and proyidesan' in- 
heritance for him as ſo, Wee are now the ſons of God, Jo. 

3.2, 2 Cor.6,18, 1[willbee a father unto you, and you 

fball bee my ſons and daughters, your Juſtification is tru, 

ſo truc,that the Apoſtle chajlengeth all ro prove the con- 


munitics, 


All this good 
is a rea] pod, 


Demonſtrated. 
Ithath all the 


ingredi:nts of 
rcal'ry in its 


Truth. 


trarys who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods ele&> it | 


is God that jnftifieth, who ſhall condemn > it i Chriſt.that 
* dyed, Rom, 8, 33, 34. as true as Chriſt dicd, ſo true it is 


Ges, bec 


thar belcevers are acquitted and juſtified, The like may. 
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34 Therealityofthis Good demouſtvated,” Chap: 1F 
bee {aid of all rhe reſt of the good, there is truth in every 
one, . Liberty, if the ſon ſhall make you free, 'you are #* 
indeed, John 8..36, This is : eal liberty , nor. feigned or 
falle.. Peacc, the peace you have by Chriſt js a real 
peace, how. elle could ir bee called che peace of God, and 
the peace which hee creates, Ia. 57,19, Theobjetot 
creation is real, and the Foy which you have by Chriſt is 
called the oy of the holy-Gheſt, and certainly thar; joy is 
true, and therefore real . | ew 

2 Efficacy : A falſe ſeeming good onely, as- it hath 
n2t truth in it, fo ic hath not power in it: talſe and ſeem- 
ing fire, cannot work as real fire doth. As the gods of 
the Heathens were no Gods, becauſe they could do. nei- 
ther good nor evil: And counterfeit doiags carinot work 
as real doings do work : Bur look on any: good that 4 
man hath trom Chrift upon comming unto Chriſt, ir 
hath power in ir, and eftetual working with ity ir doth 
indeed change the condition of the ſonl, as much as life 
changeth the condition of the dead; The dead ſhall hear 
the voice of the ſon of God and live, Joh. 5,25, I am the 
living bread, which came down from heaven, if any man eat 
of this bread, hee ſhall live for ever, Job,6.51. and it doth 
indeed comfort and revive the ſoul, There goes out ſuch 
a.ſtrength with the peace, which flows from our juſtifica- 
tion bytatth in Chriſt, which is of force to break all the 
bonds aſunder; tocxpell all darkneſſe, ro quiet all fears, 
and to ſettle, and compoſe, and ful up the conſcience , 
With a peace that paſſeth all underſtanding, and. with 
Joy unſpeakable and glorious. Moreover the good which 
is had of Chrift, it is'&f power to #phold and ſuſt ain. the 
jou againſt all the powers of the world, and Satan,; and 

cath, | ry WITS. 

3 Permanency: that good which will hold out againſt all 
changes temptations perſecutions,queſtionlefleit is areal 
500d; reallity is frequently oppoſcd te changeablencſle, 
now all the good which you have by Chriſt, jr is-a good 
which will laſt;it is meat which doth, not periſh;but endure to 
ever/aſting hife, Joh, 6,27. He that beleeveth onme, ou ff hrs 
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belly ſhall flow Rivers of uing water, Joh.7, 38. The Grace 
is immortal, the Joy indures for ever, the Righteouſneſs 
is evcrlaſtiag, the Joy none can take away &c, there- 
fore it is good indeed,” * 
2 That poad of which Chriſt himſelf is the Author of, 
| ant hath parchaſea,certainly it isa real good (good inir 

\ ſe, and goOd for the ſoul) Chritt never laid.down his 
| life, ſhed his precious blood for nothing, © or for a poor 
vaio emvty good, that will do our ſouls no goo9d, which 
will not reach his own end. Nothing ' that is vain, im- 

etfet; falſe, or deceiveable, can flow from Chriſt, 

oh. 't.17, Grace and Truth came by Jeſs Chriſt, It were 
blaſphemonfly abſtird, ro imagine that Jcſus Chriſt 
ſhould beerhe Author of a lye, ot any thing that ſhould 
bee decerivable, and unprofitable : But Chriſt is the Au» 
thor of all the good which hee offers and promiſes to 
You, Job; 1. 165 Out of bis fulnefſe have all wee received: 
Heeis the foirntain of your graces, and of your mercics, 
and of > dab comforts, and of 'your falvation; therefore 
all of them are areal good, good indeed. 

3 Ecrmee adde one thing more: As the Covenant of 
Grace i @ real Covenant Sr God: would ncycr have 
ſworh that Covenant, and ſealed it) ſo alt the good in that 
Covenant us reall good: It is good indeed, for it flowes 
from the ne {apr loye of God, and the infinire wifdome 
and goodnefle of God, doth it nor ſo? And all che good 
it! the Covenant make up the choicelt blefſings thar God 
wilt give unto his people: It real good bee to bee found 
any where, then atfuredly in rhe Covenant of Grace, in 
the promifes, there, whichare called, the better promiſes, 
and 4g00d gordratifledwith the blood of Chriſt; and there- 
fore the good which halt bee had by comming! unto 
Chriſt is reat good, for ir is none other but che -Covenunes 
Good, &c- | 
| 4 That Good 's real which 1 The word approves,and com- 
mends as fo. 2 Hath'been proved and found ſo. 3 One may 
iothe grcareſt extreamities ſafely- veutwre his ſoul on, 
4 Wilt zet fail the fontin' its confidence and expettarion, 

| Ggg 2 | þuc 


That good 
which Chriſt 
him(cif huh 
purchaſcd is re» 
al god, 


T hz Cavenant 
of grace is are + 
al Covenant, 
and fo is all che 
good (calcd :r 
its 


a6 Alb that come to Chriſt injoy Real Good. Chap. 1, 


© butwill certainly anſwer, yea exceed-all thac hath been 


SECT. 111, 


" Queſt. 3. Ow it may bee made clear, that 'real Good 
How it may (3 dis will really come” uito Sinners, if Simmtrs do 
appear that re* really hearken, and come to Chriſi? | 
- goorl wil "Sol. There arc five things which will ſerve to clear it. 
mo Tra I Theveryexpreſfoninthe Text; Eat you that which i 
ming to Ghiift, Very expreſſion inthe Text, Eat you Fat Which 
By the ex- £9943 When a man cats that' which * is good,” thar- food 
prefſions iathe becomes his, it is received into his ſtomack;, and digeſted 
1 ext, and aflimilated, and nouriſhes and preſerves him;- ſo if 
a man.comes to Chriſt, Chriſt is as it were the food of his 
{oul, hee feeds on Chriſt, and on mercies, hce lives by 
them, they pier" gon pres _ *2 liek | 
B en: 2 There s sxfallibility inthe promiſes of Chriſt, they are 
oy Any Frog Yea and Amen : Chriſt hath promiſed all. real good to 
Promiſes, them that come unto-himy hee will give grace and glory, 
life and pcace, pardon and ſalvation; therefore certainly 
they ſhall cat that which is good, who hearken and come 
to Chriſt > Chriſt .calls them off from all. yain and de- 
ceivcable good,and perſwades them to come to him from 
an. aſſurance of real good, and ſarisfattion. .. * 
SMS 3 As Faith 3s the fufficient condition of injoying All real 
_ moe CON” Good:{0 Faith cannot pitch anauy Good for theſowl of man, 
Sirionof 1/9” put what'is Giod ade The Bee goes not. to the crhpry 
thorns, bat to the feet Alowers; ſo Pairh-cannor reſt on 
any goed, but what. is{o indeed; it will not be contented 
with any loye,withany mercy, with any tighteouſnelle, 
with.any holiacfle, with any (peaccy with any joy,” but 
what isxcal love Arne > &Cc.: This isnor thy rel, thy: 
peace thy; happinedle, ſaich Faich * Biir the love of God. 


% 
: * 

* .4 As . 
- * - 


? 


18, &C. | _ \ 
beom Expexi- - 4 Experience willelear it--in all that bave comets Chriſt, 
cc. They have caten that which is good: A feaſt of good 

things. Ic hath been a good day indeed... This! is 'a day 

af goed tidings, ſaid the Þepers, when. they came intarhe 
tnpD9- 7 camp» 


Cn 
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camp>,"2nd found allen net, of good proviſion 3 when, = 
any poor Sinner h heat Konod th Solty O what cal. 
good hath his poor ſoul found 1 what real joy," peace, 

comfort, 8&c. This: day. is ſalvation come unto thy 

houſc. | (T7008 RN Rt 

WE. From abſurditics.a ANGOUVERIENCCS.> i, 1 From Abſurdi- 


1 There is morc to. bee hackirom Chrilt, than from ries. 
Satan,bur if the good by Chrilt bee not a tcal good, there Elſe there is no- 
5 , : » difference be- 
is ao difterence berwixr their offers . | imo hy 

2 Chriſt would bec found a.deceiver.,and they that be-: offers, and Sa- 
leeye on. him would returnaſhamed, they ſhould have rans 
nothing to glory in,  ., . > -;.e/-;1, Bile Chriſt 

3 Allche glory gf the Chriſtian Religion wereloſt;. it year bee a 
there were not truth, and reality inthe rewards of ir.. Elſethe glory: 
. ; 'E, (8) eligion 
SECT. 1Y,> rt 4 vg; —— 
Wc How unkappy- 


I? g. > ied <4 22101 
fſe 6 VV Good indeed come unto.us, . upon: ** Rey who 


hearkening and comming to Chrilt ? G:s. ” 


(Hearken unto mee, and eat you that which is good.) | 
1 How anhappy.then are . they, who are aut of Chriſt > 
They have. pertepe,  whohave . no porciqn. in Chrilt :. 
Thar. is nv pgtriqy for che ſoul, whichis, not; real.: The 
Prophet'exprelicthir as a great. curſeon, that, Man: that: 
truffeth on man, and mak. th fleſ? his arm, and whoſe heart 
departeth from the Lerg:. Far hee fball bee bike the Heath in. 
the Deſert and ſhall nor ſee ihr good cometh, but ſhall iv> 
habit the parched places inthe. wilder: h un a [alt Land 
4 fay the like of that 


not inhabited; Jer. $7. 5;6. Iwou 
man who boaſts of other. things, and yer hath. no pyooa 
in Chriſt, he.is i a very takappy, condicion, 1g deſolate. 
cofidifion; hoe1$ not xeally good nor hath hae any real _ 
so0d** Hee js the wortt of mer, and hath zhe worlbaud: >. . 
ncaneſt of portions; really evil and xeally: curſed : Hee, 
who.hath Chriſt, hath alh and hee who hath nor Chriſt,, 
hath nothing atall; without Chriſt,,and: withowr the. Pro-- 
Epheſe 2.12, What haſt thous who. haſt nor. Cheilt >: 

| Gge 3: "This: 
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_ Men endof Chriſt Puhayyy. "Chap. rt 


_— nn TOFTIE 


Fhis+s the ſame tarabof a Chriſtlefle mans pofſefſion : 
Hee hathtreaſyres of ihtquity; amd.heaps of vanity, more” 
chan theſe, he harhnor; he hath really wicked heart, and 
but-a vain empty eſtate in outward things. © Theſe are thy 
Gods, ſaidthe Idolatrons Jewes,, What ,poor. Gods were 
theſe Gods ! Som!!! thow baſk much goods laid np for many 
years, ſaid the Fool ; and what goods were thoſe goods? 
2 Kiep, 9. 13. What Cities are thoſe whichthiu haſt given 


. mee, [aid Hiram to Solomon? And hee called them the 


Eard of Cabel (that is) of dirt. Truly all that you have 
is either nothing; or worfe than nothing; it is cither that 
which is contrary - to, good, or that which is not really 
900d. 'Ephraine feedeth an lyes, Hof, 10, 13, and Ephrains 


| Feederb on the winde, Hol. I2, I. m___ men, 4nd un- 
C 


 beleeving men (in may judgement) are t 
.menz they are in the ſame condition with Laedicea, that 


poorelt of all 


__.thoughtherſelf rich, and increaſed, and. ta neednothing, 


Hew foolith 


arc men, who 


contens them- 


ſelves with any 
good that is 
not rE2} 


bur thee was poor, and miſerable, andwretched : They nc- 


.ver cat one good meal nor morſel alt their daies. They 


eat the Lambs out of the flock. and theCalves ont of the ſtall, 


AmoSG6, 4, And they eat rhe.bread of decent,  Proy, 20, 


x7: and they eatthe bread of Sorrows, Plal. 127. 2, and 
ſomeriracs they car their vwn damnation, 1 Cor, It. 29, 
But they neyer eet char which is good: Chrift is the bread 
of life, of that bread they car not, Metcy. is good, and of 
that they taſte not;- The loving kindnelle of Gad is 

ood, and of "this they feed not; they neycr. ear 
Ang food, food far'Jouls, .any goodarallfor their 
foult MA; Loni eos hs ent. 


2. How fealiſh are men who content themſetuei. with. any 
geo which'is not real good?" Thave enough, laid Eſan, Gen. 
33- cnoughof what?" in what > who had loft the blefſing, 
and-ſold the birth=night: Faber (aid the Prodigal;Luk.15. 
r2:Give meethe portion of goods that falleth ro mec:2, portion 
whickheequickly waſted and ſpenty zerſ. 13, Pcrhaps 
Gad hath giyenunco ſome of you outward beauty, and 
outward honaurs, and” outward' riches, and outward 
peace; and ourward hberry;  and- outward =, 

We | oh 


garner 
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and outward ſuccefles,-and hereyou tclt; and with theſe 
are Fouſatisfied, but why are you ſo? As Chrift*te the 
Joung man, lo ſay/l to you, .yer you lack, one thing, yet 
under all theſe injoyme*ants, you Tack All. real good. Be- 
bald the fire and the word; buz where is the Pamb lor 'a 
burnt offering, ſaid Yaac to Abraham? Gen, 22. 5, This I 
lay uito you, here are worldly: dignities, and worldly 
wealth, and worldly greatneſle, but whete-is Chriſt ? and 
wheres holineſſe? and where is bo Hogdgn ro juſti- 
fticyou? and where is mercy to pardon you ? an4 where 
is the love of. Godro'comfort you ?'and where is the 
blood of Chriſt ro ſave you ? You have the good things - 
of this lifes. but where are the good rhinss of a berrer lite? 
Here is proviſion for your bodies but where is the provis 
ton for. . your ſouls? ourward good things are"the 
weakelt kinde of good things, and the changeableſt kinde 
of good things, and deceitfuile(t kinde of good things and 
the moſt impertinent kinde of £294 things toyour. ſouls; 
No good at alf to.them. or for th:m; "why. do-you faris- 
he your ſelves withthem > and. why do. you'blefle your 
{cives in them ?” Sar ſum Corda, ad celam vecamint ad ca- 
lam, &c. Raiſe up your hearts above the-world, yee are 
called ro Meaven, to Heaven, ſaid Hillarim : Theſe things 
are Aot bread, tity are not lifes they are nor your relt, 
noggeſtieg place. Every man is propounding that que- 
{honh; who nh11 ſhew tw avy good? Pſal. 4.6; Why Chrilt is 
good indzed for your fouls: and'pardvnitg mercy, and 
Gods reconciled favour, and renewing grace. - Bze © not 
ſatisfied with that which ſatisfies nor, do not put oft-your 
ſclves with an earthly paradiſe,” > yn 
Nd ceal happiaeſſe in outward things; Becauſe ©» | 
r Impertinent to the ſoul, 2 Tmperfet, 4 Weak. q41zy 
eafily bee craſhed, 5: And: removed. .6 Hinder: your 'real © 
happineſſe, . There is another kinde of good: for- immmor=- 
tal fouls than mortal good. There is. the bread, of: lite, 
on which only your ſouls can feed, 'Labowr. not forght meat 
which periſheth, but for the meat which indurestoeverlaſting 
life, - which the ſoy 5f man ſhall give unto you, Joh. 6: We: 
| | 3 #'Þy 
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449, Folly ta be backward. to. hgarken tg Cbrif 


rfl wy are wec 
; -, Gunwilling 
 -tohearken 
uno Chriſt, 


tcever, he bath a real need of Chriſt,and would haye mer- 


3. Wy then are wee ſo #awilling and backward to heark- 
Coo tee teadiare ofie wile warkd, #e isha 
"Good, is the loadſtone ot the wholg warld, It is that 
which OW, windes, alhires, and ſtirsall the hearts 
"of all thefons of men; No man would follow his tins, 
bur that he corruptly conceiycs fome;good to be enjoyed 
by that fervice, Noman would fotlow rhe world, but 
that hce apprehends ſome good to bee reapedmur of the 
world: good isthe bias of mans ſoul, and the reward he 
aimsat, ahd the bair thattakes him,Sball not thefr cattle, 
and their In ſtance and every beaſt of theirs be ours ; This 
1wayed all the men of.theCiry of Shechem,to hearken unto 
Huamor,and Shechem hu Sono be circamciſed, Gen. 34,27, 
24.0 what is this?&why is this>thart the meaneſt of good 
that the greateſt of cyil'; ſhall be of power to make us 
hearken,S yerthe greateſt good is not of power ro make 
us heacken > That a temporary good will do itzbur an c- 
ternal good will not do it, that a ſeeming good will pre- 
vail, and'yet real good will not 2 ſecming plealures,pro- 
tits, life, take more rhen real; Gehazi yenrured his Pafe 
£1, tOra few changer of raimemt; Judas, yentured his /oxl, 
for 4 few peeces of ilver 3 Adam yentured his Paradiſe,tor 
one taſt of an apple: Ahab, ventured his Kingdome tor 
that one vineyard of Nabath: Achan ventured his life for 
oxe wedgeof Gold,ee, And how often do wee venture 
our damnation ,. for the. pleaſures of fin , whicharer 
for a ſcaſon;' yet wee will not venture on Chriſt, though 
real good, though eternal good, though all good, will 
certainly .come unto our ſouls. Surely man 1s become 
fooliſh and bruriſh. Job did well in that hee: did nor 
hearken to the counſel of his'wite in his diſtreſs. Crſe 
God and dje : Chriſt did well, in thar hee did not hearken 
to the Offers of Satan, Alltheſe will I give nnto thee if thou 
wilt fall down and worſhip me : But do wee do well, when 
Chriſt offers himſelf, and all that is good unto us, real 
g00d, andreally for our good,and yet we will not heark- 
cn untohim > O how ſimple and irrational is rhe unbe- 


. 


cy 


cy and falyation, and. yer will not regard Chriſt, nor 
come unto himyfor thatreal mercy and falyation. | 

4 Then happy & that man who hath. bearkned to Chriſt, The man is 
and ts come into Chritt. Bleſſed is the man that heareth me, happy who 
Proy,8.3 4-Blefſedare all thzy that put their traſt in him,P\, w y; —_— 
2.12-"T hat Imay fee the good of thy choſen, Pſal, 106, 5, T” 
you fave a real good to car of, that is your portion, L 
have enongh, {aid Jacob,Gen.Z3. 11- I have a goodly heri- 
rage,faid David, P(al,16:6, I have all and abound, {aid 


Paul, Plul.q. 18, and whar lefle can hee” fay who hath 


Chriſt, and all real goo! by Chritt. | 
'But rhar \you who are come in to Chriſt may {cc your 
happinefle by enjoying of this real good, ler mce obtain What this 
your favcur a while to blazonand difplay, this real good goog is thar 
unto you that{o you may the berter ſee the goodnetle th:y enjoy, 
of your Condition, - and bee the more raiſed to God in 
chaokfulneſſe for it. This real good which you cnjoy by 
comnung to Chriſtzit is ' | 
1 A proper or anſwerable good, 
' 2 Thehigheſt and beſt 200d, 
- 3 Atull and large g00d, 
4 A ſtrong and effeQual good. 
5 Apleafing anddclighting good, 
6 Anadvancing and raiſing good. 
7 Anenriching and beneficial $009, 
A permanent and conſtanr good. "I 
9 A favingand everlaſting good, _ 

. 1 It is a prop?r, anſwerable,and ſuitable good, a $O0d that” A proper 2n- 
doth ſo punQually, ſo exactly, fo directly, hit the con- ſwerable goed. 
dition of your ſouls (the miſeries of them» rhe wants of 
them, the deſires of them) as nothing elſe can do; 
What 1s that which a foul doth need or can dcfire, bur 
it isincluded in this real good, which you get by com- 
ming.unto Chriſt:this realgood,is that which is your lite 
indeed,vout help indeed,your joy indeed, your {alvation 
indeed,it is the very plaiſter to your ſore, the very talme 
tothe wound,the very voice olioy to the ſpirit of heavi- 
neſlegthe very bread to rhe hungry, the very water to the 
thirſty, the very good which your ſouls ſhould have, and 
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would have reconciliation, redemprion, ſalyation- 

It is the high a 1t.« the higheſt and beſt Good, A little that a righte> 

ett andb: ſt. gu wan hath, it better than the riches of many wicked ſaith 

89094, David, Pſal, 37,16, And truely the real good which 
you enjoy by Chritt, is becter than all. the goods which 
inay bee enjoyed in the wotfid, A4qry hath choſex the bet- ' 
ter part, ſaith Chriſt, if you would judge of the highneſs 
and beltnefle of good; ether. by the teſtimony of the 
word of God, or by the price and charge of: enjoy- 
ment 4 ot by 1ts relation to our beſt part z ot by a ſer- 
viceablenefle to our laſt end , or by verdi& of confci- 
ence 11 our wotlt extremities, or by the eſtimation of 
the godly, afluredly then that good which is enjoyed 
by comming to Chriſt, is the higheſt and beft of. all 

4 x The ſcriptures,ſer the crown upon thehead of it;the | 
price and colt of it,is the pretious bloud of Chriſt, 

2: It oncly ſtands 1n relation to the ſoul, 

3 No othet good ayails towards ſalvation. 

4 Andin extremities of conſcience men would gladly 
part with all other good, ſo that they may bee volleſled 
of any one real good, which comes trom Chriſt, 

Pſal, 4.6, who will ſhew us any good, Lord lift up the 
light, &c, {I willtell you : the good by Chriſt. is the 
beſt good that the wiſdome of God could deviſe,that the 
love of God could give,that the bloud ofChriſt could pur- 
chaſe, thar the ſoul of man can delire. 
| 3 Iris a fall ard large good, hee hath filed the haagry 
Isisa fulland with good things, Luke 1. 53. The Diſciples were filled 
a-large good. with Joy ,. and withthe Holy Ghoſt, A&,13.52. To know 
the love of Chriſt which paſſeth knowledge, that yee might 
bee filled with all the fulueſſeof God, Eph.3. 19, Open thy 
meuth wide and I will fill it, Pſal. 81. 10, Thow ſhalt eat in 
plenty and bee ſatisfied, Joel 2,26, Therefore is the real 
good (which wee have by Chriſt) ſometimes ſtiled, 4 
feaſt, « feaſt of fatthings, a feaſt of wines on the Lees, of 
fat ihings fall of marrow, Ia. 25.6, A wedding feaft , Ext 
whic 
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'which the Oxen and fatlings were killed, and all things 
ready, Mat. 2244, Vniverſal good, is full geod, and this is 
the good which you have by Chriſt : All are yours, for 
you are Chriſts, x Cor, 3. 22533, Conjunitive good is 
Firs good, and this is the good which you have by Chrilt, 


hether Paul, or Apollo, or Cephas, or the world, or life, 
or acath, or things preſent, or things to comezall are yours, 
I Cor.3. 21; ye are in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God ts made unto 
44 wiſdome, and righteonſneſſe, and ſanttification, and re- 
demption, 1 Cor, 1,30, It is therefore called bread, and 
water, and milk, and wine, and honours,and riches, and 
raiment, and honſes, and Lands, and friexds, and father, 
and mother, and /fter, and brether, and health, and life, 
(that isYall good, You have not mercy alone, nor 
grace alone, nor peace alone, nor righteoutneſle alone, 
nor joy alone, &c. But you have cycry one of theſe, 
and eyery one of theſe abundantly, abundance of mercy; 
and of love, and of grace, and of rightconſneſs, and of 
joy, and of peace, and of comfort, Riches of mercy, the 
height, and depth, and breadth,and length of love,No good 
wanting, fountains and ſprings ſufficient to fſarisfy all 
the needs and delires of your fouls, 


4 Iris af ſtrong and effettual good, This real good A firong and 
which you bave by Chritt, it is a good which ſhall make <ffc&wl good. 


ou goods and whuch ſhall do you good,you ſhall indeed 
Dee the better for it, A man may bee (many times) rhe 
worſe for outward good, as ſhee ſaid, God harh undone 
mee: it may bee aſnare, and a ſurfeitunto him, but the 
real good which you have by Chrift, never doth you 
hurt, yeaz it alwaies doth you goodzit alters your eſtate, 
tor rhe beſt, betters your hearts, and betters your lives, 
and your outward eſtate. It + is the ftreng:h of vour 
ſouls, and the joy and ſalvation of your hearts, 1» the 
multitude of ny thoughts within mee, thy comforts d:light 
my ſoul, Plal. 94.19. Itcan comfort you, ſtay you, and 
none can hinder it.. | 


5 It isa pleaſing and aclighting goed,all the g00J which A pleaſing 32d 
youhayec by Chriſt, are ſo many fruites of Paradiſe, and pos. 


'Hhh 2 drops 


_——— {00'S ERAGON Ro. 
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Chriſt.Chap. : 


An advancing 
2nd Taifig 
g3cd. 


drops of myrrh. and kiſles of mercy, How ſweet and 
plcaſtng 15 the favour of God, it is life; you ,_ - better than 


- Life, Pale 30. and 63, How ſweet and. pleaſing i the 


love of Chriſt, it is {weeter and better than wine,Cant, 1,2, 
How {ſweet and pleafing ispardoning wercy, and the aflu- 
ranec of it , ſweeter than honey , than the honey comb, it is 
joy and gladreſſe, and the joy of ſalvation, Plal, 51, 8.12, 
How (wect and pleaſing. is j#ſt: ficatioz by Chriſt, which 
makes us to reioyce, not onely in tke hope of alory, but al- 
Toi Tribulations, Rom. 5. 2, 3, andro Triumph, Rom, 
8.38, &c.. What the Prophet ſpake of the word of God, 
(Jcr. 15.16, Thy word wntomee, was the joy and rejoycing. 
of my heart) the ſame may bee affirmed of all the reall. 
c00d you have by Chriſt; it is bread baked withy ſugar, 
it is a roſc that grows with {wectneſle, as Chriſtis alro- 
gcther lovely,.ſo the good by Chrilt is alcogether delight= 
tul; Or as So/emoz ſpeaks, Prov. 10,22, The bleſſing of 
the Lord maketh rich, and hee add:th nyſorrow with it, that 
may bee ſaid of the good by Chriſt, itis. pleaſant,and no- 
thing but pleatant; fone dayes communion with Chrilſt,is 
{wectcr than all the communion with the World, your 
firſt dayes entertainment by Chriſt is gladucfle, and your. 
laſt dates cntertainment is happineſle, 

6. It is Aa advancing and ra;ſmg good: the good is great 
and makes us great, there is nothing of worth ina wick=- 
cd man, nor of real greataelle ina Chriltleſſe perſon : 
fin is vile and makes us ſo, and all the world is. but va- 
nity , and therefore it is but mean, the ſoul isthen rai- 
{cd, when it becomes Chriſts : no match ſo great as that 
with Chrit,, "The ſoul lives when it becomes . Chriſts, 
no life like the life of Chriſt : The foul comes into the 
higheſt relation, when it becomes Chriſts, an higher re- 
lation there cannot bees than to cail God father, and 
Chriſt our head, our husband, our brother, 

Beſides, the graccs which you enjoy by. Chriſt, areas 
far abovethe greateſt things on earth, as the heavens are 
above the carth, they are real and chicteſt excellencies, 

and they onely make us to be the excellent here on pee 
Þ. 7.It 
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Chap. 1 1 The happineſs of hearkning unto Chriſt, 445 
7 Itis 4nenriching and beneficial good, The unſearch=  Aninciching 
able rithes of Chriſt, Eph. 3. 8- Rich in faith, James 2, andbeneficial 
5. Kich in wiſdome and knowledge, rich towards God, but 890d. 
thou art rich, ſaith Chriſt of Smyraa, Rev. 2.9.. T hat ye. 
through his poverty might bee rich, 3 Cor, $. 9, The wiſe 
merchant, bought the pearl of great price, this was riches 
enough, Ia. 33.6, The fear of the Lord s his Treaſure, 
r Thcſ-2, 12, who hath called you unto his kingdome +, 
of glory :. you cannot bee poor who enjoy Chrilt, and _/'* 
his good, for your portion, | | | 
8 Itis A permanent and laſting goed : Other good A permanent 
things are a-deceitful brook » a fading flower, a dying and laſting 
gourd , a vaniſhing ſhaddow » Wee are unſure of our 890d- 
{elves,*and they arc unſure unto us : but Chritt is. the . 
ſame, yefterday, and to day, and fer ever, T hou ſhalt eat 
bread at my Table continually, laid David to HMeph;ba- 
ſheth, the ſame ſaich Chriſt, ro all that come to Chriſt, 
you ſhalleat good with mee continually ! al the dayes 
of yonr life, ſhall goodneſſe and mercy follow you: Mary 
hath choſen the better part,. which ſhall never bee taken 
from her, your joy ſhall no man take away. | 
Though - your Riches, Honours, Lands, Friends, 
Pleaſures; Health, Strength,. Peace, Liberty, Lite: 
will not laſt, yer Chriſt will laſt, and-the love of God 
and pardoning mercy y. and renewing Grace, and Uni-' 
- and Communion with Chritt will laſt and as-- 
idCe 
9. What may bee ſaid more ? This rea! goody you\Þt is everlaſ:- 
have by Chriſt :5 ever/aftivg good: it is a Kingdom that ing g2cds 
c.:mnot bee ſtaken, It is that eternal weight of glory, it is the. 7 
Crows of life, It is eternal life, 1t is eycrlaſting ſalvation /. 
and happineſle, | - 
/ Uſe 2 Ify0u would have good indeed, then make into. je you would 
Chrift it you would have mercy indced, and comfort haye good in- 
indeed,and help indeed,and ſalvation indeed, make in to, deed, make in« +» 
Chriſt, This ſhould wher on a ſtomack, ſet on an edge: *9 Clift, 
for Chriſt : I confefle that you may fix on many things 
which may promiſe you good for your ſouls; bur ol | 
g00d. 
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Make out to (brift fo exjoy Good, Chap: == 


g00d, none-can help you to but Chriſt, . 

Ah poor Creature what wilt thou do > what willbe- 
comeot thee> it thou live and dye without Chriſt,and 
the good indeed which comesonly from Chriſt > when 


. wilt thou hearken > when wilt thou beleceve z when 


ſhall it once bee ? how long wilt thog love vanity 3 
and follow after lies, Plal. 4. 2. Hew leng yee, ſimple ones 
will yee love ſimplicity, and ſcorners delight in their 
ſcorning , and fools hate knowledge , Prov, n. 22, Chriit 
alone thould bee reafon enough to perſwade us to 
hearken unto Chriſt, but when hee propoſes and aflures 
that which is g0od, and all that is good.and really good, 
for vou, certainly , eternally, what ſhall wee ſay-what 
ſhall wee think , when Chriſt with his crown will not 
allure, when Chriſt with all mercies cannot prevail , 
when Chriſt, with joy» and peace, and ſalvation cannor 
perſwade, Chriſt wept ever Jeruſalem, Luk,19,42, ſay- 
ang, Oif thou hadſt known, even thon.at the leaſt in this thy 
aay, the things that coucernthy peace > wee could do the 
like over people to whom Chriſt hath been long offered, 
and all real good with and by Chriſt, and yer they will 
not know this Chriſt, nor that good which do {o in- 
finitely concern their good> As Chriſt complained, that 
Though hee came in hu Fathers uame , yet they would not 
beleeve him, bnt if any man would come in his own Name, 
him they weuld beleeve. So may wee complain, it any 
one ſhould offer unto you any ſuppoliticus good, or an 
worldly good; him you would hearken unto, bur " ima 
Chriſt offers unto you real good, the beſt go9d, ſaving 
g00d,all good, yet you will not hearken unto him, 

O beloved ! yer conſider, and yer bee wiſe, Chriſt 
yet calls upon you to hearken unto him, and Chriſt yet 
would purchaſe your good will and acceptance with 
the bounty of all real good, the time will come (ſhort! 

come) that you willſee, it was good indeed which 
Chriſt offered ro you : when you come to ſtraits in con- 
{cience, when you come to the hour of death, one drop 
of his mercy, one word of his peace, one gee: a 

: ods 
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Gods favour : O how pretious and deſirable will they 
then bee? Why > Aud all theſe, and more than theſe 
you might have this very moment, if your hearts woulc 
but be per{waded to ſtoop down,and embtace,and accepr 
of Chriſt, who freely offers himſelf unto you,, For the 
Lords fake,what ſhould hinder you;and what doth hinder 
you from hearkiing unto, and cloling with, ſo good an 
ofter? 

Do yot think i hat Chrift doth lye unto you,when he ſaith, 
Hearken unto mee, and cat yee that which is good, that 
there is no ſuch good at all, | 

Do you think that Chriſt will decerye you > Though 
there bee ſuch good, yet you ſhall not have it, althoutgh 
you do hearken unto him; Truth it ſelf can neither lye 
nor decetvc, 

Do yourhink That you need uot real good for your ſouls, 

you need not real mercy to pardou youy nor real righte- 
ouſneſle to juſtity you, nor real grace to change you,not 
real fayour to ſave you. - 
Do you think that you may have theſe any where elſe beſides 
Chriſt > or upon other conditions than hearkning and 
coming to Chriſt, ye are deceived : Him hath God the fa- 
ther ſealed and ſet forth; and thisqnly way hath God de- 
ſigned and conſecrated : Do you think that you ſhall looſe 
any good (which you call yours) by comming to Chrift,and 
receiving all ſaving good from him 2 it you ſhould, yer 
this good is enough, a full recompence, bur befides that, 
it blei{eth all your good, and mulciphes tlie ſame with 
comtorts. | 

Whart doth then hinder you, would you never have 
Chriſt, never haye tnercy, or think you it an injury unto 
you, to have Chriſt and all ſaving good roo ſoon? Verily 
nothing hinders you but your own ignorancey but yaur- 

wa ſtubborneſle,but yourjown unbelect, but your own - 
love of fin,which ſhall bring all real evil upon you, from - 
which the Lord deliver youz that you may come to 
Thriſt, and enjoy Chriſt,and all real good by him, - 
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Let your fouls delight in fatneſs. | Chap. 12 
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Ard let your foul delight it ſelf in fatneſſe, 
CHAP, XII. 


S tneformer words (Eatyee that 
which # good )\{tand in oppoſition 
unto (wherefore do Jon ſpend your 
money for that which is not bread, 
So thele words (Let yorr ſoul de» 
light it ſelf in farneſſe) do ſtand 
in oppoſition unto the other 
words {and your labour fer that 
which ſatisfies not) as 1t he ſhould 

ſay, bee not fo vain, as tolabour after yanity, come to 
mee, and you ſhall haye that which is good indeed : and 
bee not ſo fooliſh, as to tire our your 5 an for that which 
1s buta trouble to get, and 1s no fatisfation nor de- 
light when it1s gotten: Bur come to mee; and ſo ſhall you 
enjoy, not onely areal good, for your ſouls, but abun- 
dance of that good, as much as will ſufhce perfedMly to ſa- 
tisfye you, and ſweetly to content you, and what more 
can Chriſt ofter, or what more can wee deſire > Chriſt 
doth here hold out all the Arguments which may 
move and per{ſwade, and draw.ſouls unto him. 

I Here is Goed for you? will that perſwade you 2 what 
man would not have good? 

2 Here is Good indeed for-you 3 Not ſeeming good , 
deceitful good, falſe good, but real good: truc good, 
that will prove the onely good for you; and who ſhould 
ne delire to enjoy that good: which will indeed ſave 
um, | 

3 There is 4##ndaxce of good, and of the choiceſt and 

chiefeſt 
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4 Here 1 contenting aud delighting £024 which is in- 
deed 2obd unto the taite, and pleaſant unto the foul : A 
very Paradiſc of ſweerelt joyes and comforts, A garden 
of lowers, a very heaven and happineſle : all theſe dorh 
Chrift ofter,and all theſe doth Chriit aſſure unto all thar 
hearken unto him (Hearken wniomee, and eat yee that 
which ts good, and let your ſoul delight it felf in fatneſſe) 
And I beſeech you to obſerve this by the way, that none 
offers ſo much, nor ſo well to your ſouls, and for your 
ſouls as Chriſt doth ; Some ofter nothing,and ſome offer . 
little, and ſome offer mean things, and ſome offer yex- 
ing and indelightful things; but Chrilt offers real good, 
and choice good, and full good, and pleafing and de- 
lighting good : All kindes of true good , and all mzca- 
ſures of thoſe kindes, and all the truites both trom the 
one, and from the other. ; 


ence obſerve) 
Do&. 2. That there is avery field of bleſſings, and a There is 13 
very Paradiſe of delights for the ſoul] that comes in to Chriſt; muth good as 
or, therc is 4s much good as will (atisfy the ſoul, and as Wil bo h ſatisfy 
much good as will ſweetly delight the ſoul npon hearkning _ del:;ghr the 
and comming in unto him; "There are treaſures and plea- mins mn 
ſures, abundance,and complacency etiough for ſatisfac- Chriſt, 
tion, and enough for delecation, (Let your * ſoul de- 
light it ſelf in fatueſſe) Ifa. 25.6, A feaſt of fat things, a 
feaſt of Winer on the Lees, Y fat things full of marrow, of 
, 11 
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Good enough inC briſt to ſatisfy us. | Chap.tz 


There-js goed 
encugh in 
Chriſt ro ſati(- 
fy the ſoul a« 
bundantly, 


wines 0 the Lees well refined, Obſerve whence proviſion 
is. h:re madeby Chriſt, far things, (thar is) abundance : 
far rhings full of marrow ( that is) choiceneſle; a feaft 
of theſe { that. is) exceedingneſſe, and - yariery; and a 
feaſt of wines on the Lees, of. wines on the Lees well 
refined (that 1s) (weetneſle and delighttulnefce, Canr, 5. 
I. 1am come int; my garden (wy ſiſter, my ſpouſe) 1 have 
gathered my myrrhe with my ſprees, 1 have eaten my honey- 
comb with my honey, 1 have drunk my wine with my milk, 
eat O friends, drink, yea drink, abundantly, O beloved: 
{urely here is caough to ſatisfy, and rodelight, here is 
Myrrhe, and Spicc, and Honey, and the Honey-comb , 
and Wine, and Milk, abundance tobee eaten, and a- 
bundance to be drunk,varicty,fatiery,and delight, P{a.36s 
8. They hall bee abundantly ſatis fyed with the farneſſe of 
thy houſe, and thou ſhalt makg them drink of the river of thy 
pleaſures, Ob(crve this place alſo: There is a fatneſle, 
(that is) abundance of good to bee found in the houſe of 
God (that is)in his Ordinances(much more in ChriſHand 
fo much good as will fatisftve, yea» that will pertet- 


ly and abundantly ſarisfv (they ſhall bee abundantly ſa- 


tisfied, &c.) and here is pleafure,nay, here are plcafures, 
nay*hecre isa river of pleaſures, nay, a river of thy 
pleaſures,and thou ſhalt make them drink of the rivers of 
thy plcaſures; Dorhnot this prove, thar there 15 good 
enough to ſatisiyey. and good enough to delight the ſoul 
that comes to Chriſty Prov. 9. 2. She tath killed her beaſts, 
flee bath mingled h:r Wine, fhee hath alſo furniſhed her ta- 
ble; here is plenty enapgh, and here is delight enough. 
Thus you ſee tac aflertion clear by Scriprures. Now give 
me favor to detnonftrate both-che parts of it,v:z. 1 That 
there is good enough in Chriſt tofarisfy, abundantly to- 
ſatisfy the ſoul of any that come to Chrilt., 2 That there 
is8lſo good enough to delight the ſoul; 8c. 


SECT.I. 


Part.. T Hat there is good enough in Chriſt abundant- 
| ly to ſatisfy the foul which (hall come into 


. 
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Chriſt. My ſoul ſhall bee ſatisfied as with marrow and fat- 
eſſe, ſaid David, Plal,63.5, foif wee come in to Chriſt, 


" 

This will appear it you conſider three arguments, 

x The titles given wnto the good things which wee enjoy in 
and by Chriſt: they are called a feaſt, « ſupper, a wedding 
feaſt : one would think that "there might bee found e- 
nough in a feaſt, in ſuch a feaft, to ſarisfye the ſtomack; 
Again, they are called riches, exceeding riches,unſearch- 
able riches, and TreaWres, and 4 kingdome 5 Mee thinks 
that riches, and Treaſures, and botromleſle treaſures) 
and a whole kingdome, nay the Kingdome of God, of 
heaven, could have enough to ſatisfy. 

2 The ingredients of that good which will make up a ſa- 
tisfattionto a ſorl, Thereare fx things in good that ſa - 
tisfves, which certainly will make g00d to be a ſuffice- 
ing and fatisfying good. 1 Conveniency, 2 Variety. 
3 Univerſality, 4 Perteclion. 5 Security. 6 Laſting- 
neſle. And ſuch is the good which wee enjoy by Chriſt. 

1 {t hath conveniency init, (that 1s) it is ſuch a 200d 
which is ſuitable with, and agreeable to the condition of 
the foul. SatisfaRion naturally takes in this ſuitable a- 


greement; it you offer ' a poor hungry man, phylick» or 


honour, this doth give him no fſatisfaQion at all, for 
though there bee an abſolute good in them, yer there is 
not a 900d which is agreeable with his condition, bur 
give. him money or tood, now you fſatisfye him, for 
theſe are properly agreeable with his wants and deſires. 
Now the good which you ſhal have byChriſt,it is a 500d 
which is anſwerable and agreeable to the condition of 
your fouls, The forgiveneile of your fins, the healins 
of your ſinful hearts, the love of God, $&c, Are a 509d, 
molt proper unto the miſeries, and watts of our ſonls, 

2 It bath varict in it : When a man hath many wants 
upon him, if hee hath notas many ſupplies, hee doth 
not reſt ſatisfied. As ſatisfaGtion takes in agreeablencſs, ſo 
likewiſe doth it take in Commenſuration, if the maa 
bee ſick; and you grve him Seat yet he is net ſarisfi-d, 


112. tor 
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Arguments e> 
prove ir, 

The titles piv + 
en tothe good 
things we en- 
joy by Chriſt» 


The ingredi- 
ents of thar 
good which 
will m2kea 
ſarisfa jon, 
Six Ingredi- 
ents, 


It hath a con- 
Venicncy nit. 


It hath a vari» 
ery In it, 


Good enough in Chriſt toſatisfy ns Chap. 12 


Tt hathanis 
verlulgy itit,. 


for hee 15 alſo in priſon,. and ſtill needs Liberty, or hee is 
poor, and {till needs bread ; Beloved, every  tinner is 
compounded of many finnes, and many miſeries, and 
many wants: - And that good which will fatistye him 
it this condition muft bee as manifold, as his di- 
{tretled condition is, or clfc it (atisfies not ; but now the 
good which ſhall bee cnjoyed by comming to Chriſt, is 
tull of varicty, and bears proportion to the nature, and 
co rhe number of our ſouls dittrefles and nced : you need 
mercy;and mercy is to be tound in Chritt:you need deli- 
verance, aid deliverance is to bee found in Chriſt : you 
nced grace, and that is to bee found in Chriſt : you need 
rightconln: fle to juſtitve you, and that alſo is to be found 
1n © hrilt, One alone will not ſatistyc, but every one of 
thele will. 

3 1thath aniverſellity : itis a truth} that no good can 
ſatisfyc which is but particular, onelyuntverſal good is 
ſatisfying goodithis fills up all the chinks, and emprineſs 
of the heart of man; it there bee any one good wanting 
which is neceſlary tor us to have, wee cannot bee fatisft- 
cd ; alchough wee may (poſſibly) enjoy many other 
{orts of goods, yer thor lackeft one thing, ſaid: Chriſt, to 
the joung man: $9,8%c. As tity ſay a bout good , and 
ill-actions., that to the makins'of a good action, rhere 
mult bee ca#ſa-integra , all circumſtances mult concurre 
1n their preſence, the abſenceof any one, leaves the ac= 
tion i0 an obliqui:y,! Andrhaus tis about a good for the 
{atisfaCtion of mans ſoul, rhough it bee ateal good, yet 
it it bee not a ſuitable goed, and rhough it be a ſuirable 
g00d, yet if tt beenort a manifold good , and though 1t 
bee much good, yerif ir bee not.as much good,if ir bee 
not al the good which the ſoul doth necd,and muſt haves 
the ſoul 1s.not ſufficed or ſatisfied : for: ths want of that 
one good, may endanger his ſoul. As the leaving out 
one word 1na will, may. marre the eſtate, and diſappoint 


| all a manshopes. Butthe good by Chriſt is. univer- 


ſal good (nihil deeſt) not one is wanting: As Solomon 
ſpake ofthe promilesof God).there hath, not failed one 
ny wor 


Chap. 12 Good, enough in Chriſt to ſatisfy ns. 


word of all his good Promiſes, x K:ng.8. 56, fo may 
wee fay of the good in Chriſt, there is not wanting any 
ons good in him, which your fouls doneed, Or as you 
read of Davids (ucceile over the Amalekites, David re- 
' covered all, 1 Sam. 30. 18, 19,aud there was nothing lack- 
ing to them, neither great nor ſmall,neither ſon, nor dauph- 
ter, neither ſpoil nor any thing that they had takza to them, 
Davidrecovered al. Th 1s may the perion {ay who comes 
co Chrilt, he ſball fiade an univerſal recovery of all that 
ever hee loſt by his owa fins, or Satan : He tiall recover 
his loſt God, his loſt ſoul, his loſt cltatc : , hee ſhall finde 
Chriſt ro bee an umverſal good unto him, grace and 
glory, peace aud mercy, hcaith and liberty, and righte- 
ouſnelle and redemption, wildome aad {antification., 
love and lifz, aad all : aid is nt that good a.ſatisiying 
500d, which 1s all that which a foul can nced or defare, 

4 I hath ferfet ion init :. Poſlibly there may bee uni= 
verſalicy of good, and yet not ſaristattion, for as much 
as all particular kinds of good, may bee with imp -rfcCti- 
on ; and hence 1t 15 that all that good in the world, caa 
never ſatisfye us (though wee thould enjoy it) becaule ir 


i5s1mperfc&t: It a man bee hungry, yet it you give him: 


but a bit. of bread, this will not fatisfy him and 1t hee be 
Thirſty, yet 1t you give him but a drop of water , this 
willnor ſatisfy him and if he bein deot, yet if you 
give him bat halt ſo much money, as will diſchage the 
debr, he 15 {till in fears, and ſtill in Danger,. hee is nor 
ſatisfied : fo that though hee hath ſomething of every 


thing, yet becauſe hee hath not enough of any.of. them, 


hee 15 diſ{-farisfizd; but help him to enough ot cvery one 
of them, and then hee is ſarisfied : perteCtion or fulneſs, 
is that which indeed brecds {atisfaction; Tella diftreſſed 


It hath a pers 
fection in its 


ſoul that hee ſhall have mercy, but: this mercy will not 


bee cnuugh to pardon all his fins, and that he ſhall have a 
righteouſneſtc,but this-rightcouſncis will not be enough 
tojuſtifve him, his heart will bee {till troubled it can=- 
not be ſatisfhed{Bur now he that hearkens to Chriſt,and 


com2sto him, as he ſhall have ry good, as tothe —_ 
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It hath ſecurity 
and fafety with 


it, 


u 


of ir, ſo ſhall he have all good asto the degrees of it; he 
ſhall have as much mercy as will perfealy pardon all his 
fins, Having forgiven you all treſpaſſes, Col, 2, 13, 
Thos wilt caſt all their finnes into the depth of the Sea,Mich, 
7.19. And hee ſhall havea righteouſneſſe which will 
pertetly juſtitye even The righteonſneſſe which is through 
the faith of Chriſt, the right eouſueſſe which is of God by 
faith, Phil.3.9.and which will coyer all his nakedneſle.{o 
that nane ot his ſhame ſhall appeare, Rev, 3.18, and hee 
ſhall havethe Spirit of grace powred ont npox him, which 
ſhall change him into the Image of Chrift from glory tg gla- 
7): Heeſhall bec ſantified thronghont in ſoul , ſpirit, 
and bedy ; all grace ſhall bee made to abound in him,cnough 
to change his heart, andro make him ready and ablc 
for eycry good work, He hath filled the hungry with good 
things faid Mary, Luke 1. 53, The Diſciples were filled 
with Joy, and with the Holy Ghoſt, At, 13, 52, That yee 
might bee filled with all the fulneſſe of God, Eph. 3. 19. 
and the Church is ſaid to bee the fnlneſſe of him who filleth 
- - all, Eph. 1,23, Surely here 1s cnough to ſatisfyc a 
oul, | | i 

5 Ithath ſecurity, or ſafety with it, The g00d which 
ſatisfies muſt bee ſafe, ſo much as it wants of ſafety, ſo 
much it failes in ſatisfaction. It you had as goodly and as } 
plcntitul an eſtate as man could wiſh, yer iti lay neer the 
Sea, which might every day break in, and overflow all, 
you would not bee ſatisfied and conrented with ſuch an 
eſtate; becauſe, though there were great plenty, yet there 
is likewiſe great danger and hazard ; bur plenty of good 
fatisfied with aſſured ſafery, would abundantly ſatisfye 


$, 
And thus it is when a perſon comes to Chriſt, hee ſlal 


\ inhim finde all ood cvenro the utmoſt, And all that 
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food molt {afcly guarded by the promiſes of God , and 
dy the power of God, and by the love and care, and 
ſtrength of Chriſt, none ſhall take away the mercics 
from you, nor the righteonſneſs of Chriſt trom you, nor 
your Joy nor your peacc, nor your relation, nor P- 

| | pol- 
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polleſſions, nor your hopes, 8c, 


6 Were ic much,and fate, yer if it were mutable and 1thah tafting* 
changeable in its own nature, neither would this bee a nefſe init. 


ſfatistactionunto us - for asthere mult bee excetlency 
and plenty of good, ſo likewiſe mutt there bee doration 
and continuance of good to make up fatisfattion : for 
how would it (atisfye our fouls ro bee pardoned for a 
few years and to be loyed of God for a few years 2 Cer= 
trainly no good ſatisfies your ſouls, unleſſe ic hath dura- 
tion attending it, and alfo cternity attending that dura- 
tion» Andſuchis the good which you ſhall have by 
comming to Chrilt, it is good of duration, and of erer- 
nal duration : Iris immortal, ir ſhall never bee taken 
from us, it ſhall neyer dye, it endures for ever, It is meat 
that endures toeverlaſting life, I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven, if any man eat of this bread, 
hee ſhall live for ever, {aith Chriſt, John 6, 27. and 
ye r{.5 Is | 

3 Let mceadde another demonſtration more of this 
Truthzand that is thiszit you may have ſo much go00d 
{romChriſt,as thatit you look backward to the time paſt, 
would remove avd tabe offall the guilt, & wrath belonging 
to it,and it vou look izward as to the time preſent, would 
ſupply and help all your wants andexigences of it, and if 
you look forward, as to all the time turure,wyould bee n5 


Ice than the b:ghe/? and fulleſt happinefſe,of which a ſoul. 


can bee capable ; I ſuppoſe that every rational man 
weuld ſay, there is good cnough to {atisfye a ſoul, for 
more than this a foul doth not need, nor can crave; 


But all chis is the good which ſhall bee had upon coming. 


unto Chriſt, 

1 It perfefily clears and acquits from Guilt and wrath,as 
to all that is paſt, lo that there is x9 condemnation for yon, 
Rom.$, 1. The Lord will forgiue yongy frmes, and will ne- 
ver remember them any wore, Fer, 31,34. And hecis rc- 
conciled unto you in Chriſt, aud married unro you for e= 
ver in loving k;naneſſes, Hof, 21 19," The bloud of 
Chriſt hath flain for yon all camity, Eph, 2.16, and made 
prac 


The nawnire of 
this gocd» 


Irpe:tfef'y 
clears from 
gilt and wrath! 


— 
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\. 


It pane 
ſupp!ſes al 
preſent wants, 


peace, andreconciled youto God, and cancelled the hand 
-writing that was againſt yon , and mailed. it to his Croſſe, 
Col. 2. 14. Asit hee ſhould ſay , it your ſelves, or if 
God, or it any do queſtion payment, and diſcharge for 
your fins, let him go to my Croſs, and ſee "the 'bloud 
which I rhere ſhed tor the remiſhon of your fins, and 
there hee may finde all fins pardoned; all juſtice ſatisfi- 
& all wrath and curſe removed, and God reconci- 
CAMs | 

Now if all this can ſatisfye you, thatall your fins are 
fully and tor ever pardoned, q that there isnd fear of 
wrath, and curſc, and hell. Then the good which you 
have by comming to Chriſt, may ſatisy you, for this cer» 
tainly will be had. 

2 It perfeitly helps and ſupplies you , as toall your pre- 
ſe ent wants aud exigences, ler Your preſent wants and 
Needs, and troubles bee neycr ſo many, never fo great, 
never ſo high; never ſo irequent, Chriſt hath wherewith 
to help all : Do ſurvey every particular wanr, and eve- 
ry particular diſtreſs, and cyery particular detiire, and 
every particular conflict & exigence; Jeſus hrilt can help 
all of them, and all of them atoncc; hee cau make 
grace to abound,and ſtrength ro abound, and comfort to 
abound:he can give you power againſt all temptations 
and victory over all corruptions, and ſupport under all 
diſertions,cncouragement under all reproaches, reward 
under all loſſes ,ſufficiency in all wants, courage in all 
ſufferings, Joy in all tribulations, love in all the ha- 
tred of men, his preſence in all conditions, and quic:= 
nefſe in conſcience, and faith ro truf?, and an heart to 
pray, and vaticnce to wait, and anſ{yers toreviye you, 
and promiſcs to ſtay you , and Joyes to refreſh you;and 
allurance to make you triumph © He hath bread to feed 
ycu, and milk to nguriſh you, ' and wine to comfort 
you, and Oyleto chear you, and rayment tocluth you , 
an houſe to entertain you, riches to furnith you, orna- 
ments to beautify yon, All that concerns the beginning 
of grace, theſtrengthening of grace, the perſcycrance in 

grace, 


——— als. de Mets aa 


— 
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Srace, the cotnforting of grace, all that concerns you 
tor having, for doing, for ſuffering, all is ro bee found in 
him, and from him, who is all ia all : Need you mercy? 
Here ir is for you, ſaich Chriſt; need you righreouſ- 
neſs > here it is for you, ſaith Chriſt;neced you afliſtances 
necd you help? need you any comfort? here it is for 
youzlaith Chriſt, | | 

And verily, I think, that it there bee ſo much 200d 
to bee had from Chriſt as will wholly remoyeallevils 
for the time paſt, and let in all ſupply tor our whole 
preſent time 6n earth, then here is that good in and by 
Chriſt, which can ſatisfy your ſouls, 

3 ltbeſides all 'this, There is alſo the higheſt good 
of all, even as much as the ſoul of man is capable ot, It 
this alſo may and ſhallbee had upon hearkning and 
comming to Chriſt, then there is perteQtly ſatisfying 
Good,&cs 

The laſt real perfect happineſs of the ſoul, is 2a goo 
_ fills up the ſoul 1n its utmoſt capacitics and rea- 
ches- 


There is nothing beyond this that can bee deſired, ic 


is that end unto which when the ſoul arrives, it can go 
no further, but quictly reſts for eyer, it is a moſt perte&t 
and eternal truition of the moſt perieCtand eternal God: 
And this good of happineſs you ſhall enjoy by comming 
ro Chriſt: This happineſſe which is ſometimes tiled, The 
viſion of God (the ſeeing'of him tace to face) The Kingdom 
of God, our Maſters Foy, the exceedingly, exceeding weight 
of glory, the crown of life, eternal life (hall bee g1VCn unto 
allchat come in to Chriſt, 


I tell you firs? if as much good as the Lord Jeſus could - 


purchaſe with his precious blood, bee able to ſatisfy your 
ſouls, you ſhall have it, who do hearken and come in by 
faich to Chriſt; If as much good as the covenant of grace 
containes, if as much good as the Goſpel] reveals, will 12- 
tisty you, you ſhall have it; if as mugh; good as God in- 
tended to beſtow upon his 'cle& unfoall eternity will ſa- 


tisfy you,you ſhall have it, " : 


SECT. 


_ 
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S-ECT. 1. 


light cnovgh 


for the foul ed uno the ſecond part, viz. | 


doexccedingly. pleafte, content, revivezrejoyce my 


them well, and 15 their joy and contentment; in 


cth admirable contentment and Joy in rhe ſoul, 
Proved « 


diverſe Arguments. 


There is de= Part, 2 yr you ſeethart there is enongh in Chriſt, 
toſuffice and farisfye the ſoul, I now pro- 


= F That there is delight enough for the ſoul which comes to 
Chriſt, or that . there 1s abundant in Chrift, and by 
Chriſt abundantly to delight, (every way to'delight the 
ſoul which comes unto him ( Ard let your ſoul delight it 
ſelf in fatneſſe) 


To delight in any thing is to bee well pleaſed, to take 
pleaſure and ſolace, and contentment in it, as an object 
very ſuitable to us, and'very{weet unto us : when God 
is ſaid to delight in his people, or to bee delighted in 
their ſervices; It is as much as to bee well pleaſed with 
them and with their ſervices,it is to take pleaſure in them 
& their ſervices; and when we are ſaid ro delight in God, 
in hisCommandements and ways, its to take pleaſure in 
him,and in them, as being the ſweeteſt and moſt joyful 
things unto us: So that expreſſion of Davids in Plal.94, 
19. Thy c,wforts delight my ſoul, it carries this eacy | 
oul: 
And ſo when wicked men are faid ro delight in their 
wickedneſlc (The ſcorners delight in their ſcorning, Prov, 
I, 22,) the meaning is, that it is a thing that pleaſes 


like 


manner for aſout to delight it felf in Chriſt, and in the 
abundance of good by Chriſt, it is to fiade that in Chriſt, 
and in the things of Chriſt, which doth exceedingly pleaſe 
the ſoul, which is yery ſweet untorhe ſoul,. which cau(- 


Now that there is abundantly enough 11 and from 
Chriſt, thus to delight the ſoul, Tihall make it good by 


By Scriptures. T By Scriptures and inſtances, T' will mention a few of 
and inſtances. both, .Cant. 2.3, 1 ſate down under his ſhaddow with 
great delight, and his.fruit was ſweet unto my taſte, yer 4» 


Hee 
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Ch.iz Good -enongh in Chriſt to Delight nx, 
Hee bronght mee to the baxquetting houſe, and his banner 
over mee was love, Look what a thaddow is to a Tra=- 
yeller inthe time of heat; that was Chriſt to his Church, 
even a comfortable refreſhing , and a great delight : and 
look how pleaſing the fruits of the garden are ro our 
raſte, {o ſweet are the fruirs of mercy and grace, and 
love, which comcuntous by Chriſt: And to get out 
the abundance of 'fweet delight by Ch. iſt, hce addes in 
the next verſ, (Hee brought mee to the bauqueiting houſe) 

{ome reads ir thus, hee brought mee into. che houſe ot 
Wine, which chears the heart, and makes it glad, Pſal, 
I04,15, The meaningis; into the houſe of all ſorts of 
\weet GI; for what is a banquettins houſe? but a 
ſtore-houle of all that is ſweet, and pleaſant, and de- 
lighthul;fo is Jeſus Chriſt,hee is a very treaſury of delight, 
and an heayenot pleaſant comtorts,2 Cor. 1: 5, Our con- 
ſolation aboundeth by Chriſt, 2 Theſ. 2.16. who hath gi- 
ven 14 everlaſting Conſolation, and good hope throngh 
grace, Abounding conſolation, and everlaſting conſo- 
lation, are very ſweet and delighting , Phil, 3. 3. wee 
rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Cor. 2.14. Thanks bee t0 God 
whe alwayes cauſeth us to Trinmph in Cbriſk, When 
the three thouſand were brought in to Chriſt, there was 
joy and gladneſſe, Aft,2.4.1,46;:47. 

When the Emrnch was brought into Chriſt, hee 
went home rejojcing, Act,$.39. | | 

When thoſe of Samaria were brought in toChriſt,there 
was great fo) ia that City, AQt$.5,6,8. 

When the? ai/onr was brought in to Chriſt;ke rejoyced, 
AQ.16, 54. 

- When thoſe to whom the Apoſtle Peter wrote, did 
belezue, they rejeyced with Joy unſpeakable and full of 
gfory, 3Per. 1.8; - ©; | | 
Whar need I to inſtance any more > Obſerve it , 


when any Soul is under Griets and Troubles, it 1s 
direfted to” Chriſt, As the only Center -of Joy, 
and Reſt, and: Delight, and there all the Springs 


axe found, | | 
Kkk 2 2By 


4560 :Goodenongh in Chriſt to Delight us, Chap. 12 
By compari- 2 By Compariſens + Chrilt, and the good which is 1. 
ſons, andfrom him, are ſer-forth by all the things of delight, 

and plcaſure : Life js {weet-and pleaſant ( All that'a mar 
bath, will-bee give for hu life) why, Chriſt is life : Chrift 
who u onr life, Col. 2, 4, «Light is {weet and delightful: 
The Light is {wcer, and a pleaſant thing it ts, for the eyes to 
b-hold the Sun, Eccleſ., 1147, why, and Chrilt is Light, 
the erws Light, Joh, 1.9. Excellency is a delight, and fo 
is Honour : And Chriſt is the chiefeft among ten thoue 
ſnd , Cant. 5.10. Compared to the Sun among the 
{tarrs; the Lion among the Beaſts, &c. And hath a name 
exalted above every name, Phil, 2. Trath-is delightful, Love 
is delightiul; Friendſhip 1s delightful, Beanty is delighttul; 
and Chriſt is Truth; 1 am the Trath, Joh, 14. 6. And 
Chriſt is Love ; Having loved his own, hee loved them to 
the end, who laved us, and waſhed mw, fc, And Chriſt is 
Fidelity, who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of Chriſt, 
Rom. 8. 35. And Chriſt is Bounty, who loved mee, and 
gave himſelf for mee, Gal, 2,20, Hee 1s Liberty, caſc; 
*  _  &c, Sometakedclight in riches, Chriſt hath #»ſearch- 
able riches, Ephef. 3. $. Some take delight in precious. 
Jewels, Chriſt is the Pearl of great price, Matth.. 13.46 . 
Some take delight in Beauty : Chriſt is. moſt glorioms, 
and altogether withont ſpat: Some take delight in know- 
ledge, and wiſdome; Chriſt is that, and cyery thing elſe 
wiuch can truly delight the foul. {n= him are bid all the. 
treaſures of wiſdome and knowledge, Col, 2.3. 
So for the good things which come from Chriſt, they 
are ſet outby all the things. which afford delight: By 
Wine, by Muſick, by Hony, Howy-comb, by Gardens, by. 
Flowers, by Spices, by Perfumes,by Rabies, and by Pearls, 
By an enume* by coftly Apparrel, by the time of Harveſt, Iſa.9. 3. of a. 
ration of par- Feaſt, Iſa. 2 $3, 6, of Marriage, Hol, 2, I9,; of Coronation, 
ticulars. Canr. 3. 11, 
There are ſix 3 Ifſhall demonſtrate it by an Enumeration of Partica-- 
my =_ lars,. Thereare fix things confiderable in Chrift, and, 
which ace des ix Chuit> which: are. very delightful, and in which- 


bighafal, | your 
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your ſouls may abundantly delight themſelves, 


3 The perſon of Chrift, my beloved # white and ruddy, The 
the chiefeſt among ten thouſand ; his head is as the moit Crit, 


fine gold, his locks are buſhy, and black, as a Raven, his eyes 
are as the eyes of Doves, by the Rivers of waters waſhed with 

Mi h, and fitly ſet, his cheeky are as a bed of Spices: As 
{weer flowers, his lips dropping ſweet ſmelling myrrh, bis 
hands are as gold Rings, ſet with the Beril, his Belly as bright 
Ivory overlaid with Saphires, his leggs are as Pillars of 
Marble upon ſockets of fine gold, his countenance is as Le- 
banon, excellent as the Cedars, his month is moſt ſweet, yea, 
hee is altogether lovely, this is my Beloved, and this ts m 
friend, O daughters of Jeruſalem: Conſider this delight- 
tul deſcription of Chriſt from top to toe. 

Hee is white and ruddy} T his mixture 15 the perietion 
of beauty : Chriſt is the moſt perte&@ beaury, By this 
white and ruddy, ſome underitand his divine and hu- 
mane nature, the union of themin his perſon : And this 
isa delightful object that Chriſt 1s /mmanuel, even God. 
with us; That the God-head was united with the Man- 
hood, ſo that man might bee united wich God.: Others 
by this underſtand, the innocency of his nature, white, 
without ſpor, or {1n; and his {ufterings for us, dying his- 
garments red in blood; and this alſo is our delight, our 
Joy, and our rcjoycing, that Jeſus Chriſt waſbed us from 
our ſins in-hit own blood, Gal. 6+14. That 1 ſhould rejoyce 
in any thing, ſave the Croſs of Chrift , Hee 13 the chiefeſt of 
tex thonſand; ] Some read it, hee hathrthe banner above 
tenthouſand, others, the choſen, or chieteſt. The chief- 
. eſt banner,was an Enfign of chicteſt power,of one that rau- 
led over all, and fo is Chriſt, his banner is the: chiefelt, 
hee rules over all; hee is King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords: And truly this ſhould delight, and pleaſe, and re- 
Joyce the ſervants of Chriſt, that hee is the Liow of the 
Tribe of Judah, the chiefeſt in power, wha ruleth over all 


Nations, and Pcoplc, and. Languages, graciouſly for his. 


ſcryaats, and terribly for his enenues.. 


K 3 Hos 


perſen &£ 
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His headis as the moſt fine gold, aud ſolidgold] Two 
names of the beſt gold are here joyned, the one ſignifies 
fine ſhining gold, the other ſolid taſt, and ſtrong gold ; 
both theſe ſet:out the glory of Chriſt, not only in his 
graces, but alſo in his Kingdome, which is thining as 
501d, and pure as gold, and folid as gold, and durable as 


old. 

1 His locks are buſhy, and black #s a Raven| Which de- 
note his ſpiritual ſtrength and vigour, for the comfort 
and ſupport ofthe Church, and tor the executing of all 
his counſels, both on them, and his adyerſaries. 

His eyes are as Doves eyes | Thus notes both the puricy 
of Ghriſt, and the fidelity of Chriſt (both thoſe are in 
the Doves) Chriſt is of parer eyes than to behold iniquity, 
and hee is faithful in his love and coycnant to his (er- 
vants., ] : 

His cheeks are as a bed of Spices, as ſweet Flowers, ] This 
denores the truitfulneſs of Chriſt, and the ſweetnefle of 
thoſe graces, both in him,and which flow from him. 

Hes lips like Lillies dropping ſweet ſmelling Myrrhe\ This 
notes the gracious words which drop from the lips of 
Chriſt, and the ſweet comforts of the Goſpel of Chriſt 
dropping into the hearts of belcevers. 

His hands are as gold Rings, ſet with the Beril] This 
notesthe glorious wiſdome of Chriſt in all his works. 

His belly is as bright Ivory overlaid with Saphires| By 
which is meant his moft exa@, render, ardent bowels of 
mercies, and compaſſons to his people. 

. His leggs are as Pillars of Marble, (et | upon ſockets of 
fe gala} The leggs donote the ſupporting ſtrength of 
Chrilt (as the leggs bear-up the body) and the aQive 
mation of. Chriſts care for his people; with,all upright- 
nefle and ſtedtfaſtneſs, noted by the pillars'o Ma le, 
founded in love, and righteouſneſs, thefe arc the'Sacks 
ets of fine gold; $5001 a ET. 

His countenanst 55 as Lebanen} His perſonage is very 
goodly, comely, high, great gracious 


Ex- 
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Excellent as Cedars] Chief, eminent, ſurpaſſing, 

His mouth is moſt ſmeet] The words of his mouth are 
ſweetneſles, or ſweet things : His dodtrines, his promi- 
ſes, are molt pleaſant and comfortable to rhe ſouls of 
men, 
Hee is altogether lovely} Every whit of him is delires 
(that is) much to bee defired, hee is wholly amiable, and 
it ſo, then wholly delightful : Now judge you whether 
ſuch a Chriſt as this, be not a perſon for a ſoul to take 
dclight in. 

Bur ler us look a little longer upon the perſon of Chrilt , 
and ſee whetker hee bee not the fiteſt objec of delight for 
Our ſouls. ' j 101 

Look on him is relatiox ts God the Father : Hee is the qj;. perſon of. *\ 
Son of God, the only begotten of the Father, his beloved Son, Chriſt confide» 
on yon of his Selight: in =_ hee r well on the red, {A 

rightneſs of his plorz, and the expreſs image of his per= x5, a... > / © 
ayes 4 ; Jr fi Chriſt beeas it were a olaffe, for Go ——_ 1/20 
the Father to behold his own image, if hee bce the Son of ther, hy 
his love; of his delights, in whom hee is well pleaſed; 
Surely then there may bce found cnough in him for us 
' tolove, for us to take delight ins 
_ 2 Inreationunto #, And how is hee unto us? yerily Intelation es 
{uch a one as is cauſe enough, not only of joy and delight, %* 
but of bleſſing for eyermore. 
Hee is tiled 

Immaniel, Mar, 1.23.) Which is by interpretation, God 
with w, As to his incarnation, and as for our.reconcilia- 
tion: ſhould not this delight us-? Je/# ] and what is that 
buta Saviour? for hee ſhall ſave his people from-their ſins, 
Matth. 1. 27, And is not here cauſe of joy and delight? 7 
bring 'yors pladtidings of great joy, which ſhall bee to all 
people, for unto you is born this day in the City of David 
a Savionr, Luk. 2. 10g. 14, A Redeemer | The Redeemer 
ſhall come unto Zion, 1ſa. 59.20.. and from whom, and 
from what doth hec redeem us ? Surely from the wrath 
of God, from the bondage of ſin, of Satan, of the Law, 


_ 
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The love of 
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—_—— —_— 


frorm the fears of death and hell, All this affords delight to 
the, fout, .-» - [es 2\ ae THR I 0 vo! -.- 
© AFfwreaty | Onerthat took on him all-ouridebrs ; and 
bound himſelt for the payment of themy to anſwer all 
that diyine juſtice could charge us with; 'or. cxpe& 
from us,This alſo makes him delightful, . ! -»;f + ++ 
\- Oxr. peace ] One who did-not onely get offall unkind- 
neſles, made up all breaches, bur alſo did perfeatly: re- 
concile us to God, and brought us into an eſtate of love 
and friendſhip, 3 +::eÞ 3621 ; 

, Onr Advocate'| (itting at the right hand of his father, 
aud ever living to make interceſſion for 16, inmpleading +All 
our {uitcs and requeſts, gainins audience and acceprance 


- torus. | 


In one word, hee is our  Mediatonr, and therefore 
God and man,and therefore our Prief,our Prophet, .our 
Kag, andin all theſe offices lies no eſſe thanall love , 
and grace, and mercy, andf{alvarion : "Therefore queſti- 
onleſs the perſon of Chriſt hath cnough ; enough for 
our ſouls to rake delight in. 

2 The love of Chriff, of which the beleeyer certainly 
ſtands poſſeſſed, I will love bim, Joh. 14. 21. who loved 
zee, Gal: 2, 20, That loye cauſcth delight is undeniable, 
every one delights tobe loved, O but the love of Chriſt 


' excecds all love ,yca, the love of Chriſt paſſeth know- 


ledge. . Chriſt loves you 
x Withgracious love, when you were inyour bloud 
Chrift loved you. | 
2 With a wonderful love : hee loved you, and gave his 
life for you. 
Ai a kinde aud affetionate love.ſoas to marry you 
ro himſelf, ac 
4 With a bountiful love, ſo as with himſelf to give all 
things unto you, 
5 With « delightful love;he takes delight in your per- 
ſons,in your graces,in your ſervices,ſce Carnt.4. toio,tn, 
6 With az ſeparable love, who ſhall ſeparate us _ 


Chap. 12 Goodenough in (brit ro Delight us; FTY | 


the love of Chriſt, Rom, 8.35. hee loves you as lus ſer- 
vayts (but that is too little) hee loves you as his friends, 
(1c are my friends, Joh.15. 15.) hee loves you as his bre- 
thren, hee loves you as his chi/dren, lee loves you as his 
ſpouſe, hee loves you as himſelf, nay, in {ome reſpet; 
he loves you more than himſelf, more than his own life, 
which hee parted with for your ſakes,and in ſome reſpeCt 
more thanhis own glory which he ſuftcred to be tram» 
pled upon for our ſalvation, | 
O how ſhould this delivht our ſouls, to ſcethe love of 
Chriſt to our ſouls, and the delight which hce /takes 1n 
our ſouls, Thy love is better ara ant, +7 .— Ye 
3 Thepwrchaſes of Chriſt : Aflurediy could you by ©" puronatkes 7 1 
faith, or new an Art Chriſt hath — for you; * Chriſte ſt) | 
As it wetc in your namezputring your names; as it Were, 
inthe deed or conveyance, your ſouls would fee reaſon 
enough to delight themſelves : If one ſhould purchaſe 
a {tate of inheritance of a thouſand pounds a year, and 
ſettle it on a poor man, this would cauſe as much de- 
light as wonder;Now what hathChrilt purchaſed tor his, 
tor them that come in unto him 2? 
I will tell vou what hee hath purchaſed for you (and Whar Crift 
every one of the things which hee hath purchaſed, is _ purchaſed \ 
, you. | 
more worth rhan all the world.) | | 
x Hee hath parchaſed your ſouls for you, they were loſt Your ſoules, \ 
and forſeitcd, but Chriſt purchaſed them,he bonght them | 
again for you,1 Cor,6. 20, 
2 Hee purchaſed The life of yoar ſouls for you,cycn the The life of 
loving kindneſle of God, which is better than lite,P[.63,3 your ſouls. 
3. Heepurchaſced riches of mercy for you; every forgive Riches of mer- 
ing Mercy, and eycry refreſhing mercy tor you,Eph.r.7 ey. 
4 Hee purchaſed Alt grace for you; ail rhote {piritu- 'All grace, 
al exccllencics and ornaments, the new: man, the new _. 
creature, the divine nature, all holinefle in-thefult com- 
Paſle and latitude of it for you. 2-2 | 
5 He purchaſed. 4/l the hopes of kezven for yer: you had The hopes of 
. neyer had hopes to enter 1 __ Hcaycn, had itnot been heaven, 
| OC 
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for / Chriſt $ Chrift in you the hepe of glory Coloſ- 
fians 2. 27, 


Heaven ir ſelf, 6 Hee purchaſed Heaves ir ſelf for you, Eph, F. 14,The 


The works «f 
Chriſt, 


Tight plerfing 
works done by 
Chriſt for us, 
Redemprion. 
Juſtificarion+ 


He works our 
falyartion. 


EfcRual voca- 
tion, 


Convyerfion. 
He works 31! 


eur works in 
xs and for uss 


Perſeverance, | 


purchaſed poſſeſſien, 1.Pet.1.z, He hath begatten m again 
antoalively hope, by the reſurretion of Jeſus Chriſt fron 
the dead, yerſ, 4. To an inheritance incorruptible, and un- 
defiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for 
” Is not here cnough-to rejoyce and delight your 
OUul? FE» | 

4 The works of Chriſt : if I do not the works of my father 
beleeve mee not, John 10. 37, So weuld I fay, it Chriſt 
hath not done greater works for you, than any man 
or Angel could do let not your fouls take delight in 
him; bur let us conſider ſome of rhe works of Chrilt, 
that hee dorh for us, and ſurely our ſouls ſhall finde 
great caule of delight , of well pleaſedneſle, of rejoyce- 
109, | 
There arc eioht excellent and pleaſing works, which 
Chrilt doth tor us. | 

x He works our Redemption for us, 

2 Hedoth work our J»#ification for us,our works do 
= work that,onely the obedience of Chritt did work 
that. 

3 He: dath work our Salvation for ##, the work of fal- 
vation was laid upon his ſhoulders. 

| 4 Hee doth work our effet#ual vecation for us, it is his 

mighty work to call us, and to make us obedient to 
himſclt. | | 

'. 4. Heedoth work out Converfon for us, the chanse 


of our hearts, the renewing of our nature, is his work-- 


manſhip. 

6 He works allexr wor ks in 8 and for 1, In him we 
hve, and in him wee move, and by him wee walk, in 
him wee are what wee are, and do what wee 


* He works our perſeverance tothe cud, till we come 
toglory.. | FI je" "OO 
$Hee 
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$ He works for usall audience, acceptance, anſwers, Audience and 
deliyerances. | Acceprance. 


5 The preſent enjoymerts which you have by Chriſt, 1 — 


confeſle that good conſidered under any notion ot time, 
may beca cauſe of joy and delight (and in rhat-reſpe&, 
delight differs from all other affections. Grief, is for a 
preſent evil, and fear is of futureevil, hop? is of a future 
g00d, ſo is dcfire and love, of a preſent good, 8c.) but 
delight or joy may bee of a good that is paſt » Rejoyce 
becanſe your names are written im heaven, and that is fu- 
txre: Rejoyce and bee exceeding plad, for great is your 
reward in heaven, and that is preſent: Ay ſoul rejoyceth 
in God my Savionr: A. preſent ſuitable enjoyed-good 
breeds Tranquility , Reſt, Delight, Theretore the 
Philoſopher truely ſaich, that delight conlfiſts rather in 
relt,than in motion,” 

Now what preſent enjoymcnts have wee of and by 
Chriſt, which may ſuftice abundantly ro delight our 
ſouls: I will tell you, | | 

1 You have the preſent enjoyment of Chriſt him [elf : hee 
is yeurs , and you are his, 1 imm) beloveds, and hee 5s 
mine, Chriſt is yours, and you are Chriſts, The pre- 
ſent enjoyment of him whois love ir ſelt, who is ſal- 
vation it ſelf5. who is happineſfle it ſelf, it thisdonot d:- 
light a ſoul, ſurely ir is becautc thar ſoul hath no preſent 
enjoyment of him, | 

2 You have the preſent in'ozment of fellowſhip with 
Chriſt, Our fellowſhip is with the Fther, and with þ ſon 
Jeſm Chrift, Joh. 1.1, 3+ you enjoy God as your Godz 
and as your Father , and your Communions with him , 
are the Communions of Children with their ' Father, 
and his Communions with you, are the -Commumions 
of a Father with his Children: God looks on you as his 
Children, and'his people, -and you! look: 6n:God as 
your God, and as your Father, 7 baryon cg, 

. 3 ,Yow have-preſent exjoymgntof pardoy.: All, your 
fins are (at Preſent) forgiven you for his Namesfake, 
OTE L112 1 Joh, 


"I ay 
, 


Chriſt, 


The preſent 
en)oyment 


of Chriſt hims- 


ſelf, 


Fellowſhip 
with Ch:iſt, 


© Pardon. 


F, 


Good enongh in Chriſt to Delight u3, \"Chap-1 2 
x Joh,2,12, Son, be of goed \comfortythy frunes are forgives 


thee. Mat, 9,2, d Lo rug 
Liberty and 4 You have preſent enjoyment of liberty and freedome : 
tieedome. . you arc freed from wrath and condemnation, and'you 
are freed out of the Kingdome of darkneſfe, and you 
have ſooo ge a | } WIR rs pd 4 ud 
1 To the Throne of grace, and mercy to ohtailboth in 
bt —_—_ the timeof need, | i 70; WS 1 
To all the Pro- © 2 Toa#the promiſes of God in Chriſt, to all thoſe trees 
muſes. of lite, to all thoſe wells of ſalyation, to all thoſe breaſts 


of conſolation;wil aChrilſt delight rhy ſoul;thorthaſthim; 
will a God aiid father delight thy ſoulzchou haſt him;wil 
pardon, of all thy fins delight thy {oul,thou haſt it;wil de- 
liverance from wrath and hell pleaſe thy ſoul> Thou haſt 
it; Willa Throne of- grace and mercy content thee?thy 
ſoul hath free acces; will all the promiſes irfthe book of 
.- God, content anddelight thy foul? they are 'all thine, 
- 6 The ſweet taſte by Chriſt : O Taſte and ſee thar the 
Lord is good, Pſal. 34, 8. There are the Taſtes of Faithz 
CR taſte 151d there are the Taſtes of FExperic nce, and by both theſe, I 
P "_ meattthe apprehenſion & preception of all ſpiritual hea- 
-venly cotntorts and joyes, which cannot. but exceeding=- 
ly atteR and delight the ſoul :I will ſhew you what {wweer 

taſtes you may get upon comming in toChriſt. 
1 A Taſteot allthe good in all the Attributes. of God, 
, - 4 Tafte of all the good in the gracious: dectces 

of God. | ; gg 

3 A Taſte of all the good win the. loye and favor. of 


a ir 1 bike HENS Dna | 
4 A Taſte of all the good-inthe Covenant of God. 
. 5 A Taftcofall the good-in the dealingsand diſperi- 
fationsof God. SEEN, COTS: | 
6 A Taſte of all the good in the Ordinarices of Chrift, 
7A Taſte ofallthe good inthe;joyes and comforts, 
and ſcalings, and affurances of and by the ſpirit of Chriſte 
- $ ATalteot all the goadiuan excullngand ace- 
ſpcaking conſcience,.. 2 badalt” 3..9. 3.5 Nu: AB NA 
© Ik 4 9 L 
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(haz Goodenongh in Chrift to Delight us, 469 
—_ = A 


-. 9. A Taſte of all the gaodzeither in the preſent. or. ty- 
ture accompliſhments of all your prayers and deliresy -- | 

10 A Taſte of all the g00d-1n all-ſpiritual\ Come 
munions, F 
_-Ir A Taſtedf all the g00d incxperimental commu- 
mons with Chrilt,and his Saints. 7: 500d 

12 ATaſteof allthe god in the Creature, 

13 A Taſtc of all thc good, »f all the glory, and hea- 
vealy happincſſe which thall bee more fully revealed and 
enjoyedand all thcſe thipgs I mention;it it bee poſſible to 

aw in your hearts co Chrilt, 

Conlider theſe again,the ſweet taſtes which wee ſhall 
gct upon our coming into Chrilt, 

1 The Taſte of all the good in all the attributes of God, m | 
Beloved, the attributes oi God are the high ſprings of _—_ _ 
our {weeteſt comforts-and delights, they arc as {o many aj wm, vor 
{wect Roſes, as ſo many rich Treaſures, as ſo many bures of God, 
wells of ſalvation, Brealts of conſolation, mountaines 
of myrrh, and ſpices :- When you arc lying under the 
gilt, and burden of.fin and troubles of Conſcicnce,what a 

weet delight and comfort is ir, to ſee a merciiul God,to 
{ce God fitting upon his throne of Gracc,. and mcrcy, to 
hear that voice, I heve blotted out as a thickcloud thy 
Trinſgreſſions, and as acloud thy fins, Wa.44.,22,. 1am 
pac ified towards thee, Ezck,16.63..1 will forgrve thine in- 
iq.ties, 1 will remember thy ſinnes ngmore, Jer. .31..34« 
Though yoar in quities ſhould bee ſought for, there ſhall bee 
H0ne, . and they ſhall not bee fonnd, for 1 will parden.:them, 
Jer, 50. 20.Ot this ſweet goodneſle and mercy ſhall you 
taſte," it you-come.to Chriſts Thy ſnnes are forgiven, {aid 
Chriſt to her that came utuohim and $e/ceved, Luk, 7; 
48. and Son, bee of good comfort, thy ſins are forgiven thee, 
Mat.9+2. When yqu are expoſed to any danger by:wick- 
ed ſubtile mighty men, {6 thar you arc reduced roextre- 
mucs and ftrairs,.. and know. not what to do, what 2 
Ned fort were, jt Gnthat caſc):to laok, up ro Gods 
and fi 
\..o 


bim preſent with. us, and;ſecujing of ys with 
L113 his- 
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The taſte ofa)! 
the good in 

the gracious 
decrees of God 
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his power and almightineſſe, aAll men forſook mee, not - 
withſtanding the Lord ſtood with mee and ftrengthned mee, 
1 Tim. 4. 16,17 Fear not Abram : I] am thy Feild Gen, 
15 e1.Fear thou wot\for I am with thee,be not oh Pajed for T 
amthy God, 1 will trengthen thee, yea, 1 will help thee,yea, 
1 will aphold thee with the right hand of my righteouſneſs, 
Ifa.41, 10+: Ii the preſenceot a God bee any comfort , 
(1 will fear noevil for thou art wthme, Plal'23, 4) It 
the Almighty power of God bee any comfort, of theſe 
you may have ataſteupon comming in to Chriſt, you 
are ſure of them, ſo that you may boldly ſay, ' The 
Lord rs my helper, and I will not fear what man ſhall do 
unto mee, Heb.13.6., . 

Again, it you ſhould bee in any wants, (inward or 
outward) could you under thim finde out a full ſup- 
ply, this alſo would comfort you, and delight you, and 
rejoyce and content you : Now God is all-ſufficiency, 
He ts able to make a! grace to abonnd.to ſupply all youy wants, 
to be jour exceeding great rewardyto give grace and glory, 
every goed thing : And of his all-ſafhciency ſhall you 
taſte it you come into Chrift. In one word, you ſhall 
taltc of every one of his Attributes, of his mercitulneſs 
to pardon you , of hi; goodnefle to help yon, of his 
wikdoind to take care for you, of his power to prorect 
you, of his juſtice againſt them that are againſt you, 


of his faithfulneſs to pertortn all goodunto you,all are 


yourvit ye be Chriſts, 
2 Thetafte of all the good in the gracians decrees of God, 
I willinftance in that one decrce of eleRion. | 
This divine-ele&ionzis the gracious and eternal and 


| efteQual, and immurable purpoſe of God, to bring ſome 


perſons to the higheſt: glory and happineſs with himſelf 
through Chriſte; - © : * 
_ . The foundation of it; 1s hisown good will, and un- 


| ſpcakable Love: The ſcope of it (as ro usYis all glorious 


. » ” 


happineſſe. The decrce it {elf is'eternal.certain; infallible 
and unchangeable, and fromit flows all that is tequi- 


b ſite 
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fire to fit us to bee partakers of. the inheritance of the 
Saiuts in light, FRE | 

O what ſweetneſs of delight is this, to haye our 

| Names wriiten in the book of life from all eternity; to bee 

loved with {uch a love of God from all etexniry ; to bee 

' ordained beforc the foundations of :che World, untono 


leſs than cternal glory ; and that the foundation of all 


this ſtands ſurc and ſealed ; Rejoyce. ſaid Chriſt to his ' 


Diſciples, that penwr names are written in heaven, Luk. . 


IO. 6. :. 
This is certainly the portion of all that beleeve in 
iſt; As many as were ordained toeternal life beleeved, 
eAtt.13., 48, God hath from the beginning firſt choſen 
you to ſalvation through ſanttification of the ſpirit, and 


belief of the Truth, whereunto hee called you by our GoFÞel, 


to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Feſt us Chr iſt, 


2 Thc{,2.13,14, It this doth not delight and Joy us, what. 


will do it 2. Tolook backward and ſee an cternal love, 
or to look torwardzand {ce an cternal glory; . to ſee this, 
and our -names ſet down tor this, and fet dowa in a 
Decree, ina Decrec of God, which is never to be 


changed, which intallibly ſhall cake effect ; This is joy. 


ai] delight,vc. ſhortly I ſball bee in heaven, God did 


{ct his love upan mec , and hath deſigncd my for to bee 


avellel of. mercv, and of glory : Indecd this Decree 
of election was palt before you came to Chriſt, but the 


taſte of the ſweetnels of itzin the certain evidence of your - 


nd 11 It, COMEs in £o you upon your coming 1n to 
rilt, | | | 
3. Thetafte of all the good in the loving kindneſſe and fas 
wexr of God :. This: favour and love of God, which is 
ſometimes {tiled, his loving kindneſs, ſometimes the 
light of his countenance, ſometimes his face, ſora2times 
his well pleaſednefle wich us, ſometimes his grace to usz 
ſometimes his delighe in us;it is a {arpaſling blefledneſſe, 
As the wrathful frowns of God are as bitter as hell; ſo 
the loving kindneſſe of God is as ſweet as Heaven, . ; 
[ 


The-Taſt af 2Jl 
the good in the - 


loving kindnes 
of God. 
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It is the Angels Happineſle in heaven,thar they ſee the 
face of Godzand it ſhall be one of the greateftparts of our 
happineſs when wee come to heaven, perfetly ro' en- 
Joy this Ibving kindneſs of God;and the taſte af tt here on 
earthzis enough to wipe away all tearsyto batiſhall fighs, 
tO lupport us in all wants, to quicken and ' entivenus, 
To-fllupthe ſoul, and enlarge the heart with all-re- 
Joycing and gladneſs: Becauſe thy loving kindyeſſe ts 
better than life, my lips ſhall praiſe thee, my foul ſhall bee 
ſatis fied as with marrow and fatneſſe, Pſal.63..3. 5. and 
of this love, and favour, and kindnefle you ſhall have a 
Taſte, if you come to Chriſt: Hee that loveth me, 
ſhatl bee loved of my father, and 1 will love him, - and wee 
will come nnto him, and make our abode with him, John 
14. 21. 23, Hee hath made us accepted in the beloved, 
Eph. 2.6. The father himſelf lavethyon, becanſe you 
haue leved mee, and have beleeved that 1 came ont from 
God, John 16. 27, The love of God is ſhed abroad in 
. your hearts by the Holy Ghoſt which «© given unto ns, 
Rom, 5.5. If any man here my woice, and open the agory 
IT will come in, 'and ſup with him, and hee with me, 
Rev. 3. 20, Hee is married unto you in loving kindneſe , 
Hol. 2. 19, Col.1, 20, | 
God is your loving God, and your loving father, 
and ſmiles on you with fayours, you ſhall neyer fce 
wrath any more 1n his tace, hee 15 reconcited to you, 
by Chriſt, and is well pleaſed; hee loves you, and takes 
delight in you, becauſe you ſhall ſee his face and 
live. All his wayes are mercy, and love, and peace to- 
waras you. * M0 
4 T he taftc of all the good in the Covenant of God: O 
what a Paradiſe is the -Covenant .of God ! how many 
frees of life , and riyers of pleaſure, are to bee found 
there? It is the covenant of lite, and therefore {weet; it 
is the covenant of love, and therefore {weet; it 15 the co- 
venart of peace, and therefore ſweet; it is the covenant 
of hope, and therefore ſweet; it is the covenant of nor 
% HY 2P es 


Chap.12 Gund enough in Chrift to delight ts, 


ſes, aridthercforefweet; - it is 'the covenant of Sith, and | 


therefore ſweet iris the covenant ſealed by the blood 
of Chriſt, and therefore ſweer;imthis coycnant you may 
ſec all mercies, and all graces, and all comforts, and all 
helps, and all ſfupplics, andall deliverances; and all ſafe- 
ties 3; Nothing-but good, and all your good; grace, and 
glory, all thar- pertain ro life and 'godlinefle, all the pro- 
miſesfor this lite, and the lite which is to come; and all 
undertaken by ook aad ſealed. wirh his oarh : The 
hungry may finde their bread'in -it; the oppreſſed may 
finde- their retuge in it; the tarſaken may finde cheir reſt 
init; the wounded may finde balme; the mourntulmay 
finde gladneſl2, arid the beleever may finde all that his 
ſoul and body need: +In this: covenant you arc intefefled; 
if you bee interciled in Chriſt; all the promiſes belong un- 
ro youz it you. do+ belong ro-Chritt; the whole good of 
the Covenant 1s yours, is yours, and mercy 1s yours, 
and peace is yours, | and grace is yours, and 'glory is 
yours: it all the good that ſouls ſhall ever receive will de» 
light you, then here is delight for you. | 
5s Ataſtcof allthe good inthe providential dealings and 
diſpenſationzof God: Every way of them, every work 
| ofthem, every change of them ſhall bee ſanQtified unto 
you,. being in Chrilt : "There are providential injoy- 
ments, and;providential lofles; there are poſſeſſions, and 
there are wants; there are mcrcies, and there are afflicti- 
ons; there are quietnefles,- and there are troubles; there 
arc (ctlings, audthere are changes, Now all theſe ſhall 
work together for good unto you; if you bee called into 
Chriſt; youray look upon all your outward mercies 
(whichyou do mjoy) as a field which the Lord hath bleſ- 
fed;:your houſes, and lands, and riches, and plenty, your 
a}l is a bleſſing, and you may with comfort injoy all your 
comforts;yuu may look on all-your: loffes, and with Feb, 
blefſe yoxr God, and on all your afiitions, and with Pawl, 
rrjexce alſo intribulations: your ficknefſes ſhall: do you 
good;your txyals ſhalldo You good,your  —— 
IE mm © 
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do you good;your ſufferings ſhall do you good,and death 
ſhall do you good : All the changes that have, or do; or 
ſhall befal you, ſhall do you good : all is food or Phylick, 
is hcalth,or recovery,is good,or for good untoyou. How 
ſweet is that . condition, wherein bitterneſle- it ſelf is 
{weer? whcrein the very thornes drop hony ?. wherein 
the injoyment 15 good;-and the wicthdrawmeut is good ? 
life is g00d, and death is good; Chriſt makes. Heaven to 
bee happinefle, and all 1n this world to bee a blefling, 
ab of an 6 A taſte of all the good inthe ordinances of Chriſt : E= 
ewodd wt very Ordinance is aconduit of bleſſings, a market of 
- ordinances of {piritual proviſions. "The whole Goſpel Miniftry, ſhall bee 
_ Chriſt, a miniſtration of Lite unto you + Bapti/me, the preaching 
/ of the word, the Lords ſupper, &c. -How much is there ja 
' theſe todelighta ſoul : To bee begotten again, to bee 
incorporate into Chriſt, ro bee waſhed with the blood of 
\ Chriſt, to hear the Word of life : and of our ſalvation, 
-* tolive by it, to bee counſeled by itzto be comforted by ir, 
" tobce built up by it, to bee eſtabliſhed by it; nay, more- 
\ over tocome as an invited and fic gueſt to rhe Table of 
the Lord; and there to mcet with our Chriſt, co teaſt our 
fouls with loving kindaeſles, with ſeals of favour, with 
- fupplics of grace, with lips of peace, with victorious 
power over corruptions,and temptations; to come hicher 
with fat h, and to go hence rcjoycing, ſurely delight ir 
ſelf muſt needs bee delighring. | _ af 
A tafte of all the good in and from the Spirit of Chriſt, 
Spirit of Chriſt 1s az lightening and convincing ſpi- 
an trom the 71, and therefore hee is called, the ſpiricof knowledge 


mw 


A taſte of a Th- 


Spirir of and of truth; and hee is a teaching, and guiding, and 
Clit. leading Spirit, John 14. 26, and hee is a ſari rfymp fpi- ' 
rit., therefore cailed the irit of grace, Heb. 10. 29.and 


the Hely Spirit, Eph. 4. 39. and hee is a comforting 
Pririt, hee is called the Comforter, J th. 14-26. ” _ 
read of the Comforts of the Hoty Ghoſt, AF; 9.31,and 
the Joyes of the Holy Gboſt, Rom. x4; 17, 1.Thef, :.6,and 
| hee is 4. ſealing or d{ſuwrivg ſpir,t: yee were ſealed with = 
ty: 


f 


Chy! 2 Good enough in Chriſt to ſatisfy us, 475” 
þ1y Spirit of promiſe, Eph. I. 1 3. and by hizs are wee ſealed” 
ano theday of Redemption, Eph. 4. 30. And hee is a wite 
xeſſing ſpirit, Rom. 8,16, Why > whart will ſerve to 
delight us,- to rejoyce us, to weli-pleaſe us, if this. doth 
not? to have the ſpirit of Chriſt whereby wee are ſanc=- 
tified, and by whom wee come to know the things that 
are given us of God; to have him to bee our Comfor- 
ter, Pfal.51.12, Tohearhis voice of Joy and Gladneſs, 
to finde him wicnefling with our ſpirits that wee are the 
children of God, and him ſealing unto us our intereſt in 
Chriſt, our relation unco God, our forgivenelle, our 
happineſle. . "0 
© Sirs !' No joy like the joy of the' Spirit, and no 
comforts like the comforts of the Spirit, theſe do pa 
c 
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and fill, and enlarge, and ſupcr-abundantly delight che f 
{oul, | þ 
8 ATafte of all the good in an excuſing, and Cpecice-[Peaks A rifle of all lh 2 | 
ing conſcience, | ; the gooding Ji” || 
Sernerd diſtinguiſheth of a four-fold conſcience, ©” peace ſpeaking ; 
x One that is Good but not ,Qzier. : conlcence, : 


2 Thartis Qziet but not Geed, 

3. A third, That is neither Good nor Quiet. 

4 A Fourth, that is Good and Qzret : A renewedand 
purified Conſcience, and excufing and ſpeaking-peace, 
Thu i onxr rejoycing, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, 

2 Cor, 1. 13, this is o#r continual featt,Proy.15,15. It is 
a Paradiſe on earth, Paradiſus Animarnum, ganudeuns 
Angelorum, Hortus delicicorum, Agcr benediltionts,Tem> : 
plum Solomons, Anla Dei, Habitaculnm fpiritus ſaniti: 
as the Eloquent man ſpeaks. 

' *Auftinſaith, Tanta eft dulceds Gandei cwleſt15, et fi ana 

Guttula A: flaer et in infernum, totam Amaritudinem'inferni ) 
' Abforberer, 3 +511; 

+ Fruely ina proportion, this may bee affirmed of 'a 
'F00d excuſing peace-ſpeaking Conſcience , orie word 
from ir, Turns night 1nto day; ' heavinefſe into joy", 
death into life; and the Terrors of Hell, inro the Plea- 
wn Pl DA oe #0 +4 "Minna '  *! © "fait 
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#475 Grodenonghin Chriſt tadelight ns, Chix, 712 
; fares of Heaven > It can ſupport you; aiid' revive you. 
and chear you under all reproaches, under all con- 


rempts, under all lofles, under all croubles and perſe- 
cutions, yeay under all ſufferiags, and death it ſeJfrand 


this ſweet prac of Conſcience youſhall taſte, if you 


comets Chriſt :-- Being juſtified by faith, wee have peace 

with Ged through anr Lord Jeſus Chriſt;Rom.5.1, * 
A taſte of all - 9 A Taſte of allthe good in our ſpiritual Communion with 
the gordin God andthe Saints, There was a great man, who valu- 
Ipiruul com. eq One dayes Communion with theſe, more than all his ho« 
— N norrs,and frieads,and Riches, which once he enjoyed, Moſes. 
Bate, [1 valnedthe Communion with the people of God , above all his 
great enjoyments in Egypt, Heb, 11. David preterred this 
Communion above all the ſplendid eſtate of the wicked. 
As Luther ſpake of one of the Plalms, Thu Pſalm hath 


dene mare for mee, than all the Potentates of the world:that” 
may wee {ay of the people of God, there is more true 


love, delight, comfort, contentment, help irom them, 


and by them,- than from all the men of the Worldzand 


it Communtions with them bee fo ſweet, how ſweet are 
the Communions with a gracicus and loving God ? 
wherein wee open our hearts to him, and hee opens 
his laye to us 5' wherein wee make known our wants and 
deſires to'him, and hee makes known his goodnefle, his 
giacoulnctlc, his fulnefe, his bounty, his power, his 


airhfulneſlc unto us,8&c, And all this you wojor <4 
e 


comming to Chriſt, by him you have feHowſhip with t 
Father, and ſweet communions with one another, and 
enjoy the'good of one anothers gifts. 


A taſte of all 10 4 Taſte of all the good in the accompliſhments of de-- 
thegoed in the fres and Prayers: Solomon (aith,T hat the fire accompliſh= 


accomplith- 


went of de» £4 # ſ#e#t unto the ſon!,Prov.13. 19, Surely it is foin the | 


fires and pray* great deſires of the Sou],, How ſwcer is it toa ſoul,which 
Ws, "a Farh long prayed for mercy , for Aſſrrance, for Power. 
S agate a Corruption,/or yitory overa Temptation,8c.. 
©, when Godanſwers thoſedcfires, and gives in according, 


{' . wourhearts defixes >. All Mercies 'gor' by ptayer,; are 
of : EIA | 653 a8 4 . / LWcet: 
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ſweets and chey are the mareſweer,. by how much the 
more they have been. prized and ſought: It 15 a-great 
delight to a husbandman whenthe feed fowny provesan 
Haryelt,. and. the pruning, comes to' a Vintage, 8c, 
And thisdelighting good ,. you taſte of by: Chriſt, 
for . his ſake all your requeſts are granted and ſped, 

11 A Taſte of all the good inthe Creatures: whatlocycr 15 A taſte ofall 
ia them that may do you goody! They arc all yours, you the good inthe 
know the laces I Cor, 3. 311232, Another raites the (_rearures, 
Curſe, and you-ſhall taſte the Bleſſings; -it any creature 
C7 hwy may be a comfort, help, good unto you,you  -' 

12 A Taſteof all the piorious happineſſe which hereafter —_— of all» 

ſb] bee fully revealed: So that wee rejojce in the hope of HR 6 4 
. x . Pineaug-. 
 thelery.of Gid: you have within you the firſt fruites, hereafter. 
| and he carneft of. your inheritance, Romans 8. 23.Eph. 
1.14. 


SECT.IH. 


Hre is a threefold Ute which I would make of this 
PUnt. bs [4 | 
T To ſuch ftaners as {tit} ſtand ont againſt Chriſt, and 
refuſe ro hearken unto him. = 
; 3 Ta ſuch ſinners as fect. aburidance+ of ſpiritual 
| Wants,and lye under many ſpiritual fears and ſadneſſcs.. 
' . 3 Toſuchfinnersas are come in to Chriit; and have - 
eapkned ro dag Pere IF | _ 
$ there, a very field of bleſſings, and a very Paradiſe e TI 
; ofdelight; for rhe ſoulto come — Chriſt >as —— good Þ* ablad' 
| 25 will fully Carisfy. che- ſoul, and as much good as wilt 25 iracional 
| Iweetly delight theſoul,7hen what ſhall wee rhixk, of ſuch wich Chriſte: 
| bmners who have as jet nopart in Chriſt, aud da ſtill con- | 
' inue to refuſe to hearken ts Chriſt» what do you mean ſo 
to Pp were Eng more 10'bee enjoyed by coming” - 
to Chriſt, chan Chriſt himſelf, I ſhould think chat Chri 
alone were portion. enough, and Adamant enough to /: 
TR, Mm m3. draws 


_ _ =: 4 
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478. Cauſes why this 'groddoth not allirens Chap, 12% 
.draw-us unto" Chriſt; butwhen' wee alſo conſider the 
.abundance of :Goot;: and the'fweetnefle of good, com- 
pollefſed with Chrift, chat there is as much good to bee 
got as Will fill up and{atisfyeall the wants, and defires of- 

\., the Soul; and moreover, as much good as will infinite- 
1y-glad and rejoyce, and delight, and pleaſe, and content 
theſoul, how irrational and abfurd is 1t; not ro clofe with 
Chriſt; and to accept of ſuch good, rendered freely unto 
us by him > | | ., Ro f 
| Wee uſe toſay, that Omne talit punttum qui miſcuit 
#tile aulci, profir and pleaſure, abundance of good, and 
abundance of delight, all good to fatisfye, and all goo# 
ro rejoyce the heart”, are all the Arguments which c2 
bee brought to allure and perſwade the heart; and yerly 
I cannotrell what other Arguments can poſſibly be £0” 
duced, to work on the - heart of man, than theſe ry, c- 
vough to ſatisfy, and enough todelight, what more cn bee 
deſired? or can bee imagined ? And both rheſe dott 
Chriſt offer, and inſure to ſinners, if they will butzcark 
\- enandcome inunto him- and yer many ſtill reuſe 
heaxken, They are like the Prodigal who fed on the husk 
which the Swine did leave, and held oft from conming 
unto his Fathers houſe, where there was bread enomh, ana 
to ſpare, Þ | 
 --0h ___ pra the wp ne _—_ . Mm 
=." to paſſe, that ſufficiency of Good to ſatisfy, and plenty of 
—_—_ dir pd aelight the (h , Cannot yet prevail npin 
fatefy and to the hearts of many finuers, to hearken untoChriſt > where- 
delight, dah 25 imperfection in the one, 'and in the other, nay, either 
_ of them alone , is enough ' ro command the heatrs 
; of men to hearken about-carthly* profits and yain de- 
Iris fem | lights, Wd I ET... 
Sol, {| humbly conceive that this may ariſe from ix 
cauſes; 7 y (13 DHT 15 a 2 i Mn 
D:rknefle of + 1: Darkyeſſe of Apprebenſion : Althotigh { good 
»perchentbon. which Chriſt offers , bee every way Plentiful and c- 
lighttul 4n eſe;Reat;; yer it noyt$us nor” tnttl ic bee 


ih 


Ch. 1.2. : Cauſes why this Gord dath not allure us, 479 | 


7 eſſe Objefiivo;and this is the great miſery of ſinful men, 
that cither they are not. able ragiſcernzor elſe not able ta. 
belecve that infinite fulneſſe of ſpiritual goad that ts 


” "7 * 


in Chriſt to ſatisfy and delighethe foul, : 

">. if groſſeneſ of ſtupidity they never yet were convin” Grofnftt of | |- 
cingly ſenſible of the fulneſle of their ſouls miſeries, and fupidiry, ; 
waits» weretheyſo, then the abundant good offier- 
ed to them by Chriſt, would bee exceeding precious 10 
their eyes, bur being not ſo, therefore the Honey-comb 
is deſpiſed and neglected by them, 

3 A lowneſſe of ſpirit , which can bee contented- and. A lowneſs of 
fatisficd with meer vanities, with-low and mean things, ſeirite 

E ſan with his meſſe-of Pottage, and the Prodigal wich 
the Portion of Goods,and Dives,wit!1 the Good things of. this 
L:fe.The benefits and delights by Clrifty as'they are an 
abundant,ſo they are a ſpiritual portion, which n» hearts 
will prizes and (eck,andaccept of, but.ſuch as.are iritu» 
al and high. | . 1 

4 4 diſ-effettion of heart : Earthly incomes of profits A gir-affeRion: 
and delights, are liked and loved by ſinners, and alit- ef hears 
le of what a man likes, will prevail with him, bur ne- 

vert {o much of what Fman diflikes, prevailsnotz And 
hence it is, that the great offers of Chriſt allure not ſ1n- 
n?rs, becauſe though they. have: enough inthem to 
fatisfy and delights. yct ſinners love them not, and like 


them note raelſe of fall pee 4: ans a. 
5 Acareleſnefſe of folly.: To paſs by the beſt and chiek- ,,_.,... .. + 
eſt good, for the worſt and COT irty puddle is more Coriieſecy 
to a Fool, than the {weetelt river; an hat of ſtraw.is more a ID 
.  tohimthan agheavy crown of gold.” © x | PERL 
5 4 perverſneſſe of will : They arercſolved to; have. = 
 Fothing to do with Chriſt , never. to yeild unto: him TE: 

upon any terms :. Their hearts arc irreconcileably oppo- Tt 

fire unto him,and in complying with him, and therefore: 

no arguments of good, however raiſed and. extended 3}: ::: ++ 

ſhall prevail with them- . - .-; —_—_ 

Bur now ler 1s a little conſider. the wofulyeſſe af *tbif Th wofalneſs 
pms — 1  * 3,  a_ 


of this;condizi*” 
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Tj fat Tower Chap: 1: 12 


Sol, 
Te 18 moſt odi- 
. 0us ingratitude 


Ir is 3 moſt ſor- 
.gid contempt. 


condition, thus to refuſe Chriſt in the offers of all foulla- 


tisfyings all ſoul delighting good 


- 1-It 'is mofÞFodine ingratirnde y . The greater that oh 
kindnelle; is, theunthankfulneſſe ts rhe greater, . .- 

Hhat conld I'do more than I have done? Ma. 5, This 
made their unfruitful condition tobee the ws - what 
can'Chriſt ofter more unto ſinners, than himſcelf,and all 
goodto farisfy and to delight their ſouls:this makes Uſiix 
unthankfulneſle to be the more notorious. - | | 
Three things do highly cxalta bounty. h 

One is firneſſe in it, what f inner doth not ned 
mercy? 

Repay » There is freeneſſe ' init, what finger 1s 
worthy of mercy? 

Thirdly, There 1s Fulneſſe i 10-1t, it isas much. good 
as frees you from all miſcrie, and as eſtates you with all 
mercy, and will fill you with all glory , and yer finners 
_ and fleight all thar, ſurely this is odious ingra- 
rikticge, 

2 Ir is a moſt ſordid contempt : ſuch aſe :ghting, ſuch an 
undervaluing, ſuch an affront, pur on Chriſt, as unlefle 
you would crucity Chriſt again, Thardly know a great- 
er diſdain and corn : if you ſhould this day ſee heaven 
opened, and Jeſus Chrilt comming down amongſt you, 
and calling yon, andſaying; Loe, here is all mercy to 
ya Feery ſin of yours,and herc is a perfeR righteouſ- 
nefle ro juſtifye FF _ of your ſouls; and here arc 
jo es UN Cao] e and glorious to delight your hearts 

fully, add here is a Crown of lite, heayenly and ever- 
_ ha ap inefle for you : _ this I will beſtow on you 
ou wil ny bee content to become mine, to love me, 


= ro ſerve mee > And it any of: us ſhould+turn our 


backs at all chis, as nothing, as 1nconfidetable, the profits 
_ ms are berter, and the plcafures of lo 4 Arc bet 


ON what a {ordid: contempt were thishwbaran c extnearn 
 djgniry were* this, yer” ſinners: 'do-this-unto.. OR 
pc = 


Chap: 12 ' + The ſad conditiowof ſuch: Refufers, 481 
ſpcaking to them by the Goſpel, and they refuſing : 4x is 
2 molt bitter provocation; it provoked God exceedingly 
when the /ſraelites ſpake againſtthe good Land of Cana- 
an; A Land that flowed with wilk, and hoexey, hee' ſware 
in his wrath that they (honld never enter into bis reft,Hcb.3, 
- How much more nwft- it provoke Chriit when ſinners 
reject himſelf ? and all the abundance of mercy, and 
theabundance of Rightcouſnefle,: and the abandance of 
Comforts and Delights, and the abundance of Happi- 
neſle, andall the Good which coſt him his: precious 
bloud to purchaſe z; They ſhall none of chem tafle of my 
S»pper,{ſaith Chriſt, 1-# 14. 24, 4 It is a moſt deſperate Iris 2 moſt 
tofſe: The loſle is a deſperate Lofie when 11t is a Loſſe of deſperare loſs, 
che ſonl, 2 Itis anYriverſal Loſſe of all good which 
helps - a ; Soul. 3 It is an irremediable Lofſe, nothi 
remainsfurther or bz{ides ro help the ſoul, ſuch a Luſle 
as this is a deſferateLoſle : Andumo this Lofle do you 
certainly expoſe your ſelves who retuſe Chriſt, making 
ſuch offers royou as here in the Text. | 
* 2 You looſe your ſouls by it: for nothins can ſave a foul 
but Chriſt and the good which Chriſt doth offer. | 

2 Youfall under an Yz:verſallofſe,all is Loſt when all 
that Chriſt offers is refuſed. 

3 Nor can vou Repair yozr Loſſe,for this offer of Chrilt 
of all good to ſatisfy,and of all good to delight the fowl, it 
is the utmoſtzit is the moſt, it 1s all thar ſhall or can bee 
offered to ſinners, there remains no more behind,Chriſt 
hath no more rooffer than himſelf, and all good whatſo- 
eyer with himſelf, | "a 

5 It is a moſt deleful rejeftion. To ſhut the doors of cictui 
your hearts againſt Chriſt,and all mercy,and ail blefling, rcj.Qon. - 
and all help, andall comfort, and all delights; and all : 
happinefle : How fooliſh, how wicked, -how. lamenta- 
ble is this? what will you do, - what will 'becotne;of 
you, when all yoar outward helps fail you, and when 
all your outward pleaſures fail yon,and when allinward 
Difſtreſles, .and Griefs; : and Fears, and 'T xoubles,. and 

Nan Anguilhes 


432 . The ſad condition of jach Refaſers, Chap, 12 
" Aoguiſhes fall upon you The bloud of 'Chrift, and his 
righteoutneſle could ſatisfy and comfort -in fuch a caſe , 
bur you have rejeQed them;The mercy of God, and the 
love of God, and the promiſes of God,could ſatisfy, and 
ſupport,8comfort you, but you have ſleighted and refu- 
fed rhe: this is ſad indeed,never all our days to partake 
of any one good by Chrift,and never to tafte of one ſpiri- 
tual delight inChriſt.and in the times of ourDiſtrefſe and. 
Death;tohaveno hope to partake of the one,or to raſte'of 
the other;to ſhut up againſt our ſely:s all the Cities of re- 
p fugc,and toſcal up all the ſprings of help, and comfort, 
this is very fad. $151),0 11} TF4, 
Ek isaninexeu= 6 Jtis a moſt inexcnſable injury bath to Chriſt , and 


FT, 


b 


{++ able injury wo. 4, 4p (elves,when you come'to appear before the judge- 


Chriſt and ts 


our ſelves, ment fear of Chrift, you will bee ſpeechleſie, you can 


have nothing to ſay tor your ſelves, your condemnati- 
on will bee moſt rightcous, and moſt evident; Chriſt of- 
{cx:d himfe)f unto you;burt you would nor hearken,Chriſt 
oftcred real good unto you, but you would not hearken., 
Chriſt offcrcd the beſt good unto you,bur you would not 
hearken» Chrift cfered all good unto you, bur you 
would not hearken , Chrift 'ctiered enough of all good,. 
enough fully to ſatisfy ,. fully to delight, tully. to. fave 
you,and yer you would not hearken, Js 


#f: 2 [S-there as much good to bee had with and from 
Senſible — f | her as will tully _— the ſoul,.: and as 
we ig, much good as willſweetly delight che foul, then let all 

| ; thoſe luners who feel abnndance.:of hiritnal miſeries and 
| wants, and le under abundance of jpiritnal fears and griefs, 
let them bee adviſed rogoto Chrift,' rocoms:; if by faith 
unto him (Joby. 6, Whether jh:# wee go-ſaid -Peter to 
Chriſt). 7 hou hoſt the norgs of eternal lifefu lay Froyou, 
whether would you gottor-ſatisfaGion,or tarcomfort;for 
your fouls? In-Chriſt onely axcall your Prungs to bee 


Chap. 12Senfible Sinners ſhould come to Chr it. | 


- I doconiteſl© three things. +  - © 
: Tharsf al miſeries, wants, and'diftreſies, thoſe of < 
the ſox are the ſoreſt, hedyictt and greateſt. hes 
2 That of all helps, and Comforts, and Reliets3 % 
eboſe from Chriſt are the ſuitableſt, . fulleſt and ſweets 


3 Thatunder the Apprehenſion of our manifold ſpirituar » 
waits,and feeling of our ſpiritual Troubles, we are leaſt able 
ro ſupport oxr ſelves,and are moſt afraid to go to Chr iſt, cyen 
becauſe. our wants arc ſo many , andour heartsare fo 
diftrcficd;nevertheleſle, bee not diſcouraged ar all, there 
is yet hope and help in Chriſt, TA : 

There are threethings to encourage you(in this condi= gneourmge- 
tion) ro come to Chriſt, OED |  mentseo ſuch, 
x 'Hehath enoughtohelp you, / x. Dag to 
' 2Youmay come unto him. _ 
Ns Hee will certainly ſupply you .if you come unto 

Mm, | : 4 , -_ 
. 1 Chrift hatheno#gh to help you, hee is a fountais of liv® Chriſt hath c+ 
' ing waters, isThere ot water. enough in the fountaiti to neugh ts help 
' quench the Thirſty ? hee is the Snn of righteonſwefſe, 15 them 
there nox- Light enough in the Synne forthe World ? hee 
hath =»ſearchable riches, are not unſearchable Riches c- 
nough to ſatisfy the poor ? | ; 
_ Objeft, You have many wants, and many finnes, and 
many diftreſſes, and 2ll theſe are very great, andyery 
high, ſo that a lirtle cannot help and farisfy you, a lictle 
-mercy, and a littledeliverancez anda little grace anda 
little peace will not ſuffice. © [1 9 Mer 7 

Sof, We&HÞ;bur will mercy enough ſatisfy you? will ſo Mercy encugh, 
much mercy, as fhail rs for every ſinne that you haye ++ - = 
COnaTet Pobbtlefſe it will, -and .unco ſo much can 
C p help you; 1 Fohs 1.7- The bloxd of Chriſt cleanſetb 
us fr ons all fon, GA oh. Ha da: | PIs © 

'2 Will fo much deliverance {atisfy you , ar ſerves tode= x; 
liver you from 4ll your es from all pabo ts. = ogg 
hath enoughall9 —_ : hee candeliver you fram the 
wil ' Nana :;POWETS 


is £8 


: Grace enovgh; 


You my eome 


ets, 


- A 
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Fewer:of darkneſſe, Coloſ, rt. 13: and from: the hayd 
writizig of Ondinauces that is agdizſt you, Col, 2,14, &c, 
from this preſent evil world, Gal.1, 4. and from the curſe 
of the Law, Gal. 4.13.and fromthe wrath to come,x The. 
3,10. 4d from death, and from bim that had the 
power: of. death, ' Heb, 2, 14, 15, and from all cvil, 
Gee 36. | tbe | ts bh 
Righteouſneſs | 3 Will ſo much Tigtceonjue fo ſatiify you, as will preſent 
en ugh, Jon unſpotted, and wblameable, and perfett inthe ſight of 
God Ehritt isableto help you ro ſucha Righteouſneſs; 
arighteouſneſle;that 1s full, and pette&, even his own 
righreoufnefſe;which preſents you glorious, not having 
ſpor or wrinkle,Eph.5,27, 

4 Will ſo much grate ſerve you, as will change your ſinful 
heart > As will make you new creatures ? As will ſerve 
to conflict with finners > as will ſerve ro conquer fins? 
wiball grace ſuffice youzand your abounding in all graces” - 
ro allrhis can Chriſt help yon > hee can change you in-- 
| ro ay own oo oe from Glory to ory, 2 Cor. 3,1 ” _ 

TY . $5. CanFaihnelpyouto peace and joy 2 canafſurance. 
_—_ of faith daincart one of Faith 3 can the riches. 
few aſſurance do 11.2 Can the. .reſtimony of Con- 


nce:'do it>- .can..the teſtimony. of the ſpirit do 
it? unto alltheſc Chriſt can help you., hee hath the. 
Mountain ' of Spices, -and the Flagons' of *wine: hee 
can. faye to theutrermoſ?; hee can fatiate the weary: 
fon] , hee can comfort you.on fy 11s he can ſatisfy: 
you wirh marroxy and tatneſs, h e'to do aboyeall - 
that you are able to think or defires . .. |, rg 
to Ghritf.r :; 2 70u may come#to him for that. good which is enongh to ſa- 
ahar god 8= #5sfy,ofr enongh delight, The multitude of your-f1ns ſhould. 
whichis &  nothinder youy nor-ſhoyldthe moaleindeSfyotiryants, 
BUugs and diſtreſfles hinder you;. when yanare rightly ſenſible, 
of rheſe,you may come toChriſt for as much good as wil. 


eve 
E15/a 


fully farisfyzand (weetlydelight your fouls :. you may as 
well come to Chriſt for abundance of good, asfora lit- - 
tle good;ybu-may come to him for as mich. as youneed,. 
Kt foras much asbee offers, and promiſes unto you, ; — 
iſt 


b 
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Chriſt doth not ſtint you ia his offcrs,you ſhould nor ſtint 
your {elyes in your defires, and it Chriſt dothnot except 
ogalalt your perſons, you ſhould not except agaiaſt your 
ſelves. - | | 11 
Objet, But there's the queſtion and doubr, whecher 
ſuch an one with ſo many f1a5,and wants, and diftreſſeg, 
may com? to Chriſt tor all this good, 8c. | 
So/.t Nay,that cannot bee the queſtion;foraſmuch as + 
never did any, or may any come to Chrilt, but he comes = 
with many ſins and all wants. | 
2 Bur letir bee the queſtion, and thea this I ſay;that 
if there bec four things in fuch a perſon, hee may unque= 
ftionably cometo Chriſt, iz, + 
x Anhumbleſenſe of all his fins, , \ 
2 Earneſt Groans to bee delivered and ſupplied. Hp 
- 3. Renunciation of all felf-tonfidence for thardeli- { Om. « 
verance and {upply.. . Rob þ : 2558 ad FO 
. 4 Athirſting and longing after Chriſt, and all'this- 
good which Chriſt hath promiicd. c; _ a_ 
O come to Chriſt, hee calls thee, kee ſpeaks to thee; * 
Hearkgn unts mee, and eat yee that which 5s good, and. les 
Jonr ſoxl delight it. ſelf in fatneſſe. - . ? \ 
3 If you do come unto him; you ſhall certainly find* 
enough toſatisfy and delight your ſouls, Cant, 5.1, Eat 
O. friends, drink, yea, drink; abundantly O Beloved, Pla;.. 
36..7...How excellezt is thy loving kinaneſſe O God ;; there. 
fore the children of men put their iruft nnder the ſhaddopp | 
of thy wings, yerl, 8. They ſhall bee abundaztly ſatisfied. 
with the fatneſſe of thy houſe, and thou ſhalt make thin 
drink of the River of thy pleaſures, for with thee is the. 
fountain of ].fe, in thy light hall wee ſee light Rev3. 20. 
If any man hear my voice, and epeuthe door, I will cone ins: 
$0. him, and will ſup with him,and. he with me, * - cg 
Objeft., But you. will ſay ,' Did ever any findit thus, 
who came in to Chriſt, who did beleeye, do yourcadotf. 
anyJuch 2, 3 Fee RE Of 6 Br. 
SahT Anſwer,did you eycr-find it otherwiſez, Pid-yaur- : 
| Moo oF 314 7 Nan. 3 2.57 1: 2: 0 
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Toceme to ( brift is the beſt Choice, Chap. 12 


CO IIS 


Then theywho 
Have heaikned 
to Chriſt have 
made rhe beſt 


Choice, 


_ _ hathabetier, 


ever read, or know of any who came in roChrift,who 


did not find enough tofatisfye; androdelight- their 
ſonls> Remember cMary-Magdalen,who met with fors 
givenelle and peace, Luke 7,48, 509. Remember Pan, 


Fobrtained weroy (aith heey, 1. Tim.1,16, Remember the 
Jaitr, who beleeved and rejoyced in God: with all his 
houſe, AR.16, 34, Remember thoſe: ſtrangers of whom 
Peter ſpeaks, who beleeving, rejoyced with Foy unſpeakable 
ard fall of glory, 1 Pet; 1,8, :. Ye.» hy 


Vſe3 Þ there good enough in Chriſt tully to fatisfye 

| the ſoul, and ſweetly to delight the ſoul ? Then 
you who, have hearkxed tg Chriſt, who are by faith come in 
ro Chriſt, you have made a wiſe choice, the beft choice, Pl 
16, 5. The Lordis the portion of mine inheritance, and of my 
cup, thow maintaineſt my Lot, verl, 6. The lines are fallen 
wntome inpleaſant placesyea I bave a goodly heritage. Thus 
may you ſay who are comc1n1 to Chriſt, Ihaveenough, 
| lball not want; my cup runnes over. Thon art. my 


- portion, and good enough to fatisfye me. and good c- 


_ abundance of friends, 


nough to delight me. 

Beloved, There are- no people on earth, who + have 
ſuch a-portion as Beleevers have, the greateſt on carth, 
(who are nor. intercſted in Chriſt) although they have 
£ of honours, and abundance of riches, and 
and abundance of pleaſures, . yer 
the pooreſt, the- meaneſt,the weakeſt Beleever in Chriſt, 
and, a tcr partign than hee I donor 
or the frm, i 


urfor-the preſent, in this 

fe, the 'beleevers portion is belt and greateſt. - 
There js nounbeleever whatſoever, who, hath any 

one wharſoever for hisſoul;nor can. any man (our 


onely f 


of Chriſt) ſtand poſlcffed of any. good which is enbugh to 
_ fatisfye andd:light his foul, Th 


e exe:({aith Solomon, Eccl, 


1.8.) 149: {#41f;4 with.[tirg:: ifchere bee not enough 


in 


33k; 


Chap12Counfels to ſuch as hovve made this Choice: a8 


inallthewortdto fatisfye one ſenſe in man, ſurely rhen 


there cannot be enough to ſatisfy the heart or ſoul of man 


Th ere isan emptineſle, and a ſhortneſle, and a diſ- 
proportion, twixc all the good of the World, and the 
infinite thirſts , and capacities of the ſoul ; the 
worldly manis {till in want, andin defire, aud there- 
tore hee fiades not enough to ſatisfye him : nor can hee 
evcrtaſte enoughto delight his ſoul, all his Delights are. 
impercinent to his ſoul, and many times in the midelt 


of them bis ſoul is fad and heavy ; his carthly delights 


arc a burden, and his ſinful delights arc his Hetl; and. 
admit, he ſucks ſome delight from the creatures, yet it 
1s not enoughylike the Bee which draws from one flower, 
and then trom another flower,8c.Bur now the belecver, 


(being polleſſed of Chriſt) hee hath a full treafury, and a. - ; 


tall river hee may goto his Chrift,, and fay,-this is my: 
enough, here is cnoughghere I am ſatisfied, here I have 
enough to fill upall my deſires, and to make up-all my 
Delights, in him find enoughfor my foul; thereis plen- 
tious redemption in him, and everlaſting mercy by him, 
and great love by him, and perfect peacc in him, and uts 
molt ſalvation irom him, and joy unſpeakable in' him , 


Counlecls tos 


I cannot deſire more, 1do not want more, hee hath e= fuek, 


nough.to help all my wants;tocompote all my thoughts: 
to fill up all my longia9s, to comfort all my- dilfecifes, 
to give reft and happinefle : and etc eO IG AGIEY 
belcevers, remember a few counſells which I would pre- 
wr fe? . . 26 C ; _ IG 
1 Bleſje God for Chriſt, and for bringing of yoitinto 
Chriſt , who hath blefled you wi hat ori bleſſings 
1n- heavenly places in Chrift, Eph,x. 3, A 4 
2 Do not Wrong yowr ſelves, nor your Chrif(in ſtepplvs 
ale nulawfully) for any profit, o? for any deliy bt , you have 
enough in yourChriſt to farisfy and to delight your fouls. 
3 Although you meet with a. lefſer portion "in thaſt dur 
ward things, yet bee mt dejetfted,: You hayeſucha fall;and 
tucha ſweet portion in Chriſt, as. is enough forthe ſatia- 
ung 


Blefſe God for 
Chriſt, and: 
tringing you: 
1a to Chrift. 
Do not wrong: 
your ſelyes, 
nor your 

Chr iſt,by ſeek» 
i”rgunlawhal: 
delights. 

Be conrent - 
with a |:(fer 
poreion of ours: 
ward thingg, 
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In all diſgraces 
rilc up by faith. 
eo Chriſt. 


tingsfor rhe delighting and for the ſaving of your ſouls, It 
1s infinitely on. to haveall for ra, , 


ouls, and .4 lit- 
tle for your bodies, then to haye all for your bodies, and 


Nothing for your ſouls, 


4 Inall the diſgraces, reproaches, and diſ-comforts of your 
Prigrimage, riſe upby Faithto your Chriſt, and there you 
thall finde loye-enough» and kindncfſe enough,and friend-- 


ſhip enough, and peace, and comfort, aad happincſle c- 


no . | 
'Fle nell the apprehenſions of futurt ſpiritual wants and 


Tn »ll future griefs getyou to your Cbriſt;Lord,lI _—_— more grace, 


wants gO to 
Chriſt. 


more {trength, and more aflurance, an 


| more Joy:It was 
thy bargain with mee at the firſt;that if I would heark- 
cn untothee, my ſoul ſhould delight ir (elf in fatneſle, 1 
do therefore now come unto thee, have not yer enough, 
I have nor yct attained, I beſeech thee tomake all grace 
to abound, to ſtrengthen me with all might, ro fill up all 


my wants, to make my Joy to bee fulb8c And Chrift 


wul doallthisfor you. 


Hear,and your ſoul ſhall live, 


Chap.13 


| CHAP. XII. 
ISAIAH. 55. 3, 


Tucline your eare and come unto ine, hear and your 


ſoul ſhall live. 


I, One Invitation more, ( Incline your EATS 
and come wnto me ), 

2, One perſwading argumnnt more (Heare 
and your {eul hall live). 

” Threeximes do you finde the s gracious in- 
yitation of Chriſt, in the firſt verle{Come yr, 
Come Je, Come ye,) Three times more in the ſecond and third 

verſes). Hearken diligently , incline your eare and heare), O 

the love of Chriſt, who is ſo earneſt with (inners : O the un- 
flexibleneſſe of ſinners who are ſo deaf to Chriſt : And as you 
read ſeveral Invitations of Chriſt, ſo do you read ſeveral Mo- 
tives or Arguments annexed unto thoſe Invitations, of good, of 
plenty, of alight ; In the former verſe, and of Ife, even the 
life of the foul. In this verſe, (hear and your ſon! ſpall live, ) 
There is a life for the body (Al that a man hath will he give 
for bu life, Job 2.4.) And there is a life for the ſoul, this is 
che moſt excellent life, and this is the moſt neceſſary life, and 
this is the moſt deſirable life : No death like the death of the 
ſau!, and no life like the life of the ſoul: And this life is to be 
had, and ſhall be had upon coming unto Cariſt ( Incline your 
eare and come unto me, bear and your ſonl ſalt tive, 

The propoſition hence, ts this, 

The foul ſpall live that comes 10 Chrift : There is life for 
the ſoul in Chriſt ; and whoſoever comes to Chriſt, ſhall par- 


F 


Dot. 


The ſod ſhall 
live that comes 


take of that life, 1 Fohn5.,12, He t9art bath the Sonne » bath tw Chriſt, 


life., and be that hath not the Sonne , hath not life, John 11. 
Ooo 25. 
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250 Zeſus ſaid anto ker, (viz. Martha) 1 am the Reſurreltlis- 
on, and the life, He that beleevetV'in me, though he were 
dead, yet ſhall be live . John 5+ 25. The dead ſhall heare the 
waice of the Sonne of God, and they that heare ſhall live, verſe 
40 Ye Will not come unto me, that ye might have life, Gal. 
2.20. Nevertheleſſe 1 live, Jet not 1, but Chriſt liveth in 
es And the life which I now tive inthe fleſh, I live by the 
faith of the Sonne of God , John 1o. 10. 1 am come that they 
might have life. : LL 

For the opening of this excellent point, let us enquire, : 
_ 1. What life that is which a ſoul ſhall have by coming unto 
: Chriſt. 

2. How it may be demonſirated,that the ſoul ſhall live that 

; hears and comes to Chriſt, 


SECT. I. a 
Oueſt-1. W/ =z life that ts which a ſoul ſhall live by coming tin» 
Hhat that life co (briſt? | 
3. There is a ewo- fold life incident to the foul! of man, 

Sol, I, One is Natzral; the ſoul of man naturally is a living 
_— 4 17% ſubſtance, and the principle of life in man, Gey. 2.7, T he Lord 
Natural life, God fornied m.n of the anji of the ground, an4 breathed mtg 

his noſtrils the breath of life, and man became a living ſonl , 
(that is) he had a ſoul which did live, which had life in it. and 
was the fourtaine of cauſe of lite in him, and to him. Life is ſo 
natural to the ſoul of man; that the ſoul can as ſoone ceaſe to 
be, as ceaſe to live : life is inſeparably linked unto it, immorta- 
lity is alſo properuntoit; thoughin a moral ſenſe, the ſoul is 
ſaid todie,or to be dead, yet ina natural conſideration , the 
fou! of man ſo lives, that ic neverdies : But under this notion 
we are not now to ſpeak of the life of the ſoul, foraſmuch as 
in this ſenſe , the ſoul livesw hether it comes unto Chriſt, yea 

07 NO. 
Supernatural or 2, The other is ſmpernatural or ſpiritual ; which is an Ad- 
feiritualiſe, vyentitious life, not eſſential to the ſoul, and not the effe&t of 
meere creation, but derived from and by Chriſt unto the ſoul, 
apon nan with himſelf ; As by vertue of the natural union 
| *rwixt 
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*cwixt the ſoul and the body, we do partake of a natural life, ſo 
by vertue of our ſpiritnabunion with Chriſt, we do partake of 
a ſpiricual and ſupernatural life: The firſ} Adsm was made a living 
foul, the laſt Adam was maze a quicknivg Spirit, 1 Cor. 15, 45, 
Icis a trath, that all life whatioever, that man partakes of, he , threefold life 
doth partake of the ſame by vertue of union, Now there is a by Chriſt, 
threefold life (ſpiritual and ſupernatural life I mean) which is to 
be had by coming unto Chriſt, | 
1. The lifz of righteouſnefle in juſtification, which ſtands in 
oppoſition to our legal death. : 
2, Thelife of grace in ſancification, which ſtands in oppo- 
ſition to our ſpiritual death. 
3. The life of glory in ſalvation which ſtands in oppoſition 
ro our eternal death : A life in oppoſition to a death paſt, 
preſent, and tocome z toa death paſt, in reſpe& of meric on 
our part, and ſentence on Gods part ; Toa death preſent, as 
to the ſinful condition of every ſop}, which is a dead condition, 
and to a death future of ſeparation from God and eternal ven- 
Seance in hell, which is called che place of the dead, 
I will ſpeak ſomething to every one of theſe. 
I. There is the life of righteo»ſneſſe for the ſoul that comes Tbeliſeof righ= {/ 
70 Chriſt Conſider that place of the Apoſtle1n Rom. 5. 18. tronſneſſe, 
As by the offence of one , judgement came upon all to condem= 
nation, even ſo by the righteonſneſſe of one , the free gift came 
upon all men unto juſtification of life: And take in the former 
verſe alſo, verſe 17, If by one man! offence death reigned by one, 
much more they which receive abundance of grace, and of the gift 
of righreouſneſſe, ſhall reigne in life by one Jeſwi (hriſt. Here 
you ſee, death by ſinne, and life by Ckrift, condemnation by 
the one, and jaſtification by the other : death in the offence of 
Adam, and life in the righteonſneſſe of Chriſt : As unrighte- 
ouſnefle lets in death, fo righteouſneſſe lets in life : Before a -- 
a man comes to Chriſt, he is a dead man , nor onely in reſpe& 
of guilt, that he deſerves death, and is expoſed to death , but 
alſo in reſpe& of the ſentence of death, the ſentence of death 
is paſt upon him ( 1» the day that thou eateft thereof ihou ſbalt 
die the death, Gen, 2.17. And curſed is every rue that conti- 
nueth not in all things which are Written in the book, of the 
Ooo 2 Law 


<——_— ——_— 


What that life is. Chap. 13 


Law to do. them, Gal. 3, 10.) And hence it is that the Zaw is 

vie rickreoul, called the minifration of death, 2 Cor.'3. 7. and of condemna- 

neſſe of chriſt 530%, verſe 9.. But this dead man lives, upon coming to Chriſt : 

is life, the righteouſneſle of Chriſt is life unto him,1t gets him his life, 

in a twofold reſpect, 

- By way of (2+ 1. By way of ſatwfaftion; 1nas much as that righteouſneſs 

tiefafion. did perfteRly fulfil the Law,it did anſwer all that either the Law 
of God, or the Juſtice of God could require, and took away 
ſin, and wrath, and death; 

I will die, faith Chriſt, to deliver the ſinner from the ſcn- 
tence of death, and { will be made a curſe co dcliver him from 
the curſe and condemnation ; Chriſt hath redeemed wm frons 
the curſe of the Law, beirg mage a curſe for 18, Ga. 3. 13, 
avd who ti he that condemneth? it :s. Chrift that died, Rom, 
8. 34. 

By way of impu- - By way of Imputation ; This righteouſneſle 1s imputed to 

FAHOR, us, By the obedience of one ſhak many be made righteom, Rom. 
5.19. And he was made ſinne for us, that we might be made 
the righteouſneſſe of God in him, 2Gor.5.21. And verily that 
ſoul lives, which is pardoned, which is freed from the guilt and 
power of finne, which is clothed with a perfeR righteouſneſle, 
unto which God is reconciled , with which he is well pleaſed, 

| and which is accepted by Chriſt, 

The life of 2. There # the life of grace: for the ſoul. that comes to 

grace. . Chriſt: A perſon who lies under the power and dominion of 
ſinne, is (in Scripture) ſtiled a dead man (you ibat were dead 
in ireſpaſſes and ſinnes, Epbel, 2.1.) when this perſon is chang- 
ed, and {anQtified by the Spirit of Chriſt, he is ſaid co be quick- 
ened , to 'be made alive, to receive a new life, Luke 15, 24, 
This my ſonne was dead, and # alive «gain, Ephel. 2.1. You + 
hath he. quickened who were atad in treſpaſſes and ſinnes 
Rom. 6,11. Alive unto God through 7eſus Chriſt our Lord, 
verſe 13. Alsve from the dead, Rom. 8. 2» The Law of the 
Spirtt of Chriſt, Teſus hath made me free from the Law of in 
axd death : Hence it is that converſion (where grace or holineſs 
is infuſed to the ſoul) is ſtiled regeneration and a reſarreftion, be- 
cauſe as intheſe, ſon this, life is conveied or derived into- 
MS, 


New . 
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Now this life of Grace which the ſoul hath , upon coming rye life of grace 


unto Chriſt,it is either, is cithey 

I. Radical: which is that holineſſe in Chrift, and from him Ralicat 
derived and imparted : for as the head and the mem- : 
bzrs do live bac one and the fame life, fo do Chriſt and his 
members, they live the ſame life, they do partak? of the ſame 
Spirit; the ſame Spirit that ſanRified the humane nature of *) _ 
Chriſt, doth alſo ſanRifie their natures, and therefore we are Do] 
changed into the ſame image, 2 Cor. 3.18. 

2, Habitual ; Which is the reparation of that excellent imige 
ofGod which we loſt,the renovation of the hearr,the ney crea- 
ture, the divine nature,a new ſpiritual being, temper, eſtate of 
the whole ſoul, healing,renewing,and conforming the ſoul, and 
all the faculties of the foul, unto that image of grace in Chriſt : 
and this is the life of the ſoul: As it was faid of the Rulers ſonne, 
by Chriſt, thy ſonne livetb (that is) he begins to be well, to be 
recovered : lo then our ſouls live, when they begin to recover, 
when grace is infuſed into thei and heales them, and changes 
them ;. the ſoul never lives, uatilic be made holy, and thea it 
lives. 

3. Aﬀnal ; Which is called newneſfe of life, and newneſſe rAftual. 
of obedience; a walking in Chriſt, a living unto Chriſt, and un+ 
to God: for as there is a Lawin ſinne, which makes us ſervants 
unto finne, and to live unto the commands of ſinne, ſo there is 
a Law in the ipirit of lite, and grace to enab'e us to live lives ſu- 
table wnto Chriſt, who is our fountaine of life, and wnto the Go- 
ſpel, which is the word of life, and #»to our graces, which are - 
the principles of a ſpiritual living. 

3. There z the life of glory for the ſoul which comes to 
Chriſt, John 3 36. He that beleeveth on the Sonne hath ever- Thc lifes ore 
lafting life , John 6. 51. 1 am the living bread which - came F « 
d1wn from h:auven , if any man eate of thy bread be ſhall live 

for ever, 1John5.1t. God batb given anto uw eternal life, 
and thu life is in hy Sonne, This is called a life which wal 
lowes up immortality, 2 Cor. 5.4. And the glory which ſhall be 
revealed, Rom. 8.18. and an eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor, 
4.17. and an erleſſe life, Heb. 7.16, Anda crowne of life, 
Rev. 3.10. And this we ſhall have by coming unto Chriſt, 


Haiuual. 
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This life we Epheſ, 2.5, He hath quickened u together with Chriſt, verle 
Pave at preſelte 5 And hath raiſed us np rogether, and made 14 fit together in 
heavenly places in Chriſt Feſws: This life of glory we have (at 
_ prelent) in fix teſpeas. | 
Ini”. pirchzie 1, In the pnrchaſe of it; By the blood of Chriſt, who 
Tr bought it in the name, and for the uſe of all that were given 
unto bim by the Father, and ſhould belecve on him. 
In the begunne 2, In the begun poſſeſſiin, as Chrilt in the name of our Ae- 
pajeſion by turney or Advecateis gone to heaven to take poſſ: lion of 
nv 7 what he ha:h purchaſed forus: 7n my Fathers houſe are ma- 
: ny manſins, and | go to prepare a place for you, and 1 will 
Come again and receive you unto my ſelf, that Where 1 am, there 
Jos may be al/5, Fohn 14. 2, 3. 

3. 1n Capiie: Chriſt as our head is gone thither, and enjoys 
chat excellent glory, which his members (though yet below are 
to enjoy with h:m 
Tn the rightof 4. In tht right of inheritance : for if we Le ſonnes, we are 
Tuheritance. ally beirs , b:irs of God , and joynt heirs wich Chrift « If ſo be 

we {uffer with him, that we may be alſo glorified together, Rom. 
In the jromiſe* 8+ 17. | : 
5. In the promiſe,we have a Charter i-aled for it : This # the 
promiſe that he bath promiſed #5, even eternal life, 1 John 2, 
In the firfs 25. and John 3.15,16, | 
fruits, 6, In the fir;F fruits, we have the firſt ſruits, Rom. 8,23, 
The earneſt of our inheritance, Ephel, 1.14. Thoſe graces laid 
into our ſouls by the Spirir of Chriſt, are as certain evidences of 
our ſuture life, of glory, by Cariſt, and with Chriſt, as the 
morning is of the perfe& day, and as a contract is of marriage. 
And after a few years or dayes we ſhall have this life of glory 
in premio, in the full poſſeſſion, and eternal fruition of it. 
Thus you fee what life that is which the ſoul may have by 
coming unto Cariſt, 
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bc 1monſtrazed the ſoul which comes to Chriſt ſhall thus live ? Is this cer« 
Caine ? I 
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I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate the certainty of it', both Fol, / 
inthe genera), and inevery parcicular. 


I, In the General, In general. 


1, It was the original aime and ſcope which Chriſt locked ” ; 
at in his coming into the world, to ſave ſouls, and torecover pry on oy 
loſt ſouls, and to give and bring life to fouls, Luke 18 10 Chriſt it his 
The Sonne of man 1 come to [eek aud to ſave that WhichWas cqmings 
loft. All outward deliverances, and falvations, were but types 
of the ſcriptural deliveranccs and falvations of our ſouls by 
Chriſt, /ohn 6. 33. The bread of God # he Which cometh 
down from heaven, and giveth life to the World, verſe 51. The 
bread that 1 will give, s my fl-ſh, Which I will give for the 
life of the World, Fohn 10, 10, I am come that they might have 
life, 1 Tim. 1.15. Thu # a faithſul ſaying, &c. that Teſs 
Chriſt came into the world to ſave jinners, John 3. 17. God 
ſent not hu Sonne into the World to condemne the norld, but that 
the world through him might be ſaved; therefore by his own. 
intention, an:! by the intention of God the Father, it is certain, 
that the ſoul ſhall live, it ſhall finde life if it comes to Chriſt, 

2, Whoſoever beleeves or comes to (hriſt, be is nrited to "x 
Chriſt, and Chriſt © united to him; which unionis ſet out by 3hofocuer be-? 
chat of a wine, and the branches, and of the head and the mem. ticves,or tomes 
bers, John 15. 1. 1 Cor. 12, 27, The branches partake of the ©2,© 77ſt, # u« 
f1me life with che root, and the members of the ſame ISa, 
life with the head ; By vertne of union, there is the ſame 
life, 1 Cor. 6.7. He that w joyned unto the Lord 14 one Spirit 
(that is) the ſame ſpiric that is in Chriſtzis in him, and certain- 
ly the Spirit of Chriſt, is a Spirit of life, | 

2. Chriſt 14 life, I am the way, the truth, ad the life, John 14, 3+ 
6. and therefore whercſoever Chriſt is, there is life : Now if a- CP % je 
ny man comes to Chriſt, Chriſt is his, and Chritt lives in him, 
and dwells in him; Chriſt liveth 5 me, Gal. 2, 20, and be dwels 
in our hearts by faith, Epheſ.3.17. If Chriſt lives in our ſouls, then 
certainly our ſouls do live by Chriſt,and ſhall live by Chriſt, 

4. Conſider the work, of faith, there is the immediate work By the work of: 
of faith, and that is to unite us to Chriſt (and therefore by faith faith, | 


on. 


, 
w 


*% > J—_—_ 


496 The certainty of life, Cha P-13 


———R———_ CC 


on our part, as by the Spirit on Chriſts part,we are married un+ 
 toChriſt): And there is the ſecondary work, of faith, which 
The work of is threefold. 
faith rbree-foll 1, To bring 4 mito communion with (hriſt, to enjoy fel- 
Ts brug we into lowſhip with him: Our ſelow/hip 4 with the Father and with 
communion ] : 
with chriſt. hs Sonne Teſs (hrift, 1 Jobn 1.3. | 5 J0P 
Aad into cons 2, To bring t1S z2#xt0 A conformity wnto Chys/},that as he {£.10 
formity uuto ſhall we be, we ſhall be like him in-glory, and are by faith made 
ao 1; ke unto him in grace. 
Los «þ 3. To give #s a propriety kim, and intereſt in all that 
chriſt. he. (of God) is made unto #8 , and bath purchaſed for ws, If 
this be ſo, as certainly it is ſo)chen the ſou] that comes to Chriſt 
mult needs live, and muſt infallibly partake of righteouſneſſe 
and grace, and glory, otherwiſe there were not any communi» 
cn, any conformity, any beneficial propriety, 


Ta every pare 2. i1n every particnlar. 
$iclar. 

I ſhall now demonſtrate the certainty of thts truth as to e- 

"; vcry one of thoſe lifes of the ſoul mentioned- before. 

The foul 1har | i, The foul thac comes to Chriſt-ſhall certainly have rhe 
_ m bot #6 life of righteon/neſſe , or the life of Juſtification, 

re Fife "1. In oppoſition to condemnation, urie of the Law, and ſen- 
- cation, tence of death * For all this is perfectly and eternally remo- 
Tn oppoſition 10. yed by Chriſt, Tom, 8.2, There 1s no condemnation ro them that 
conden.Mulion. ye j5 Chriſt leſt, Ga). 4.13. He hath redeemed wu frem the 

curſe of the Law, being made a curſe for us. 

And ail this may be thus demonſtrated, viz. If Jeſus Chriſt 
hath ſully ſatisfied the juſtice of God, if he hath perfectly ful- 
filled the Law ; if he by his blood hath obtained a plenary re- 
miſlion for all our finnes ; if he bath by the ſame blood made 
an atonement, and perfeRtly reconci.ed us unto God, then un- 
queſtionaþly our fouls ſhall finde the life of righteouſneſſe, in 
c p2oſition to condemnation, and curſe, and wrath, and death, 
208 of theſe can be inflicted, when juſtice is fully fatif- 

1.0, 
But Jeſus Chriſt, IE: 

I, Hath ja'ly ſatisfied Gods jJ#ſtice : Why Ball lay ny 

| thing 
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thing to the charge of Gods Ele > Whois be that condemmeth ? it 
i; God that juſtificth,it is Chriſt who died, Rom.,8$.33,34. If there 
remaines no charge from any, and no condemnation from a- 
ny , then Juſtice is ſatisfied fully ; and if God hiinſelfe faith 
he is ſatisfied (as he doth when he juſtifies us) then ; 
SC. 

2. He hath perfely fulfiled the Law: In a paſtive way, and H4'% perfetly 
in an 3Rive way:In bearing the curſe, and fulilling ei! righte- fulfilled the law 
ouſnefſe: So that the Law is voided to beleevers, fb 
ratiove vita, & mortis, as juſtifying and condemns» 
ins. 

2. Hath taken away all ſinne, ſlaine all enmity, he bare all our 
finnes, and in his blood there is forgivenefle of all of them,Co/, 
2- 13). 1h 

4. And by the ſame blood hath made an attonement , and re» met, 
conciled us, Ram.5. 10, 11. Col.1.21, - | | 

2. Intheimputation of righteoujnefſe : lothat we ſtand righ»- 72 the impur4- 
tcous in the ſight of God, in the righteouſneſle of Chriſt, He 113n of righte- 
is the Lord 'our righteon/neſſe: Ana we are made the righteon/neſſe 99". 
ef God in him. 

2.. The ſoul that comes to Chrift hall certainly have the life of 2. 

grace and hol:neſſe; for we are ſanAified in him, 1 Cor, 1,2, _ —_—, 
(Tothem that are [anit ified in Chriſt Jeſs ;) Being in him we ek. uk of 
are ſanQified , and ye are in» Chriſt Feſus, who i4 made unto #5 Grave, for, © 
ſanFification , ver, 30 And of him we receive the anointing , 
I John 2. 27, And if any man be in Chriſt Jeſus, he 88 a new crea- 
tare,2. Cor.5,17. And indeed it cannot be otherwiſe, it muſt 
neceſſarily be ſo that your ſouls parcake of this lifz of holineſſe 
when they come to Chriſt, for as much as, - 

1.704 partake of the ſame Spirit of (hriſt : Being in Chriſt, the He partakes of 
ſame Spiric, which is in Chriſt and anoints and fills him, I ſay —_ Spirit 
the ſ:meSpiritdwels in you,and anoints you and quickens you; ln. 
Heoce that of the Apoſtle, Heb 2.11. Both be that ſanttificth, 
and they who are [antlifica, are all of one ; for Which cauſe he is not 
aſhamed to call them brethren, who are of the ſame 
blood. | * Chr; 

2. The grace Which ('brift received as an head, and with _ i 
which he was filled , he had it per modum forts, as-a foun- nicateit, _ © 

PP taine 
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 raine, tolet it out by way of »flaence unto his members,to com- 
municate to them, and to fill them : ozt of his fulneſſe he pomres 
ont grace for grace,Joh.1.16. Eph..2 2,23, 


There muſt bea 3* There mult be a ſutableneſſe *rwixt (briſt, and thoſe who 
ſutableneſſe be- are Chriſts , and, like him they cannor be nnleſſe they partake 


wwixt Chriſt 
and them that 
arc Chriſts. 
There is a de- 


of his holineſſe , this is the image in which they do both a- 
gree. 
4. There is a delightful communion between Chriſt and his 


lightful commu- people : He takes delight inchem, and in communion with 


210n bctwixt 


them, 


chem, as you may readein the Canticles ; and as there can be 
no delight , ſo there can be no communion *cwixt light and 
darkneile, *ewixt a holy Chriſt, and uoholy fou's ; ſimilitude 
is the ground of delight and of communion. 


Chriſt reſtores 5, Chriſt muſt and will yeftore the ſoul (at leaſt) to as 


The = 30 45 
good an e/tats a5 


zt loſt, 


good an eſtate as the ſoul loſt, and therefore he muſt and 
will reſtore 13 to the image of holineſſe , Epheſians 


0-3-6 +SSs | 
qpodates y 6. Chriſt will make an internal difference 'twixt his mem- 
an internal af> pvc. and other people, and this is only by the life of grace ef- 


ference berwixt 
his aud other 


people. 


Zo 


ected. 
3. The (onlthat comes to Chriſt, ſpall alſo live the life of glory. 
Cercaialy ic ſhall; For, 


He that comes 1x, Thu life hath Chriſt purchaſed for them, Ephef,1.14. #n- 
to Cbrift , ſpall 11 the redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion. Thovgh it be the gift 


live thc life of 
glory ; for 


of God, yer it is the purchale of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Chriſt hathpur= 2+ Thulife bath Chriſt enſured on ther at the very firſt; He 


chaſed it for 


them. 


Chriſt hath 
enſured it on 


them. 


For this life 


that believes ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting life , John 
3-2/5. 

3. This life ts that for Which Chrift made a ſpecial requeſt to the 
Father, John 17, 24. Father I Will that they alſa whom thou 
baſt giver 12 be with me where | am,that tht*y may behold my gls- 


Chriſt male 4 ry which thou Hh Ts gi £97 WE. 


ſpectral requeſt 


unto his Father *' , 
They are called 4 into hu eternal glory by Chriſt Feſma; z Theſ,2.14. Whereunts 


zo 31s life, 


4. 4 is life they are called unto, 1 Pet. 1.10. who hath called 


be called v4 by oar Goſpel to the obtaining ef the glory of our Lord 
Zeſrs Chrilt, Rom.8.29. Whom be did fore-know , he alſo did pre- 
deſtinate to be conformed tothe image of his Sonne,ver.30. Moree 
over, whem he did prearſtinate them he alſo called, and whom "of 
CAL 
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called them be alſo juſtified , and whom he juſtified, them he alſo glo- 
rified. There is an infallible certainty in all theſe links from 
firſt to laft, and therefore ſaith the Apoſtle in Col.2.27. Chriſt 
in you the hope of glory, and Heb.10.39, We are of them that be- 
liewe to the ſaving of the ſoul, And another Apolile, 1 Per.1.9. 
receiving the end of your faith, even the ſalvation of your ſoules: 
The ſalvation of the {c9} , this is the end chat faith looks for, 
after all here in this life, and this you ſhall receive; this is 
that unto which you are begotten, v.3,4+ and this is that which 
is reſerved in heaven for you. 


_— 


SE C1. I 


Hall the ſoul live that comes to Chrift > (Heare and your Uſe.1; 

&g ſoul ſhall live,) In what a condition then are they Who will not In what a ſal 
come to Chriſt, and who refuſe to hearken unto him ? who are £924:tion are 
out of Chriſt> we have preached Jeſus Chriſt unto you, and —_— 
uſed all ſorts of arguments to allure and perſwade you, and gþy;1p; 
yer many of you ſtill ſlight, and neglet, and refuſe Chriſt ? 
Chriſt may ſay unto us, as once to them, ye will nor come unto me 
that you may have life, and we make nothing of this , as if the 
ſinne were little , and the danger ſmall,that we hearken not to 
Chriſt :' Dolendum 4 medico quod non delendum 4 medicina : 
Chriſt himſelf did grieve becaule of the hardrieſſe or unbelief 
of their hearts And ſo may we grieve that mezndo ſo 
negle&t Chriſt, and fo deſpiſe their own ſouls, 

There are five heavy meſſages which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Five heavy meſ« 
ſends to every unbeleever (that is) to every one who refuſeth /42es 70 cucry 
to hearken unto him. . unbeleever , 

1. He hath not life. 2. He ſhall never fee life. 3. He is 
under the ſentence of death. 4.He is in a ſpiritual death,dead 
whiles he lives. 5. He ſhall go to the dead;cternal death (hall 
be his portion. 

I. He hath not life ; He tat hath the Sonne hath life, and he He hath not life 
that bath not the Sonne, hath not life, 1 Joh.5.12, There is the 
life of the body, this life he hath ; and there is the life of the 


Pppz ſoul, 
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ſoul, this life he hath not-: The favour of God ts the life of 
the ſoul, and this life he hath not :- Chriſt is the life of the ſonal, 
and this life he hath not: And what is all other life, 
when there is no life in the ſoule, and no life for the 
ſoule. | 

O how fad is this condition ! There is the God of life, but 
my foul hath no portion in him ! And there is Chriſt the 
Prince and Lord of Jli'e z But my ſoul hath no intereſt in him ; 
And there is the Spirit of life, but my toui hath no part in him ; 
And there are the promiles of life, (thoſe trees of life, ) 
but my ſoul hath no right to them; And there is che Crown 
of life, bu: my ſoni{hachno hopeof it: What a woful fpe- 
Qacle is the body, that lies on the flore, without life > much 
more woful is it to have a ſoal withvuut lite, withour God, with- 
out Chriſt, without grace , without mercy,without happineſſe, 


>, 2, He ſpall newer ſee life, John 3.36. He that believes not 
He ſhall never hall not ſee life, There isa bleſied and blcliing God, but he 
fee life, ſhall never fee him ; There is a bl: ffed life after this life ; but 


he ſhall never ſee it: From thy face ſhall I be bid, lo Caine cri- 
ed our, and from eternal lite {hail I be exciuded, fo may the 
unbeleevir-g ſoul cry out; How did {es rake on, that he 
might go over ar.d fee the goed #and that was beyond fordan,Deur. 
3.235, yet he might not go over and ſee it, becaule of his parti- 
cular unbelief: If to be deprived of the ſig''t of an earchly 
Canaan les me3 fo gieafyn + Hliction , what an affliction, and 
what a puiſhmert is it to be deprived ofthe {tight of the hea- 
venly Canaan? 
The Schoolmen in tacir diſputes , wheiber the puniſhment 
-of ſenſe, or the puniſhment of lofle be the greater , do reſolve 
thatthe puniſhment o! iotie 5s preetelt and beavielt punich- 
menr, Icis an incomparavie puriſhment, che g:-areſt of all 
puniſhments; and ;ruly, ifibe gi- rious iraſc1on or Ged be the 
moſt excelient tappincfſe, then the privation ofthis , and <x- 
cluſivn from. this mult reeds be the greateſt puriſhment, and 
miſery: To be : xcluded from the figtt of the yniver'a!l good, 
and of bleſſed good, and uf eternal good to all cternity , 
what loſſe, what want, what miſery;;zwhai puniſhment !:ke this? 
for Ada to be ſhut out of Paradiſe, &c, yet this 1s the condi- 
Li0n- 
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tion of the unbeliver, he hath nothing of the life of grace,n o 

ſhall he ever have the leaſt Ggh: of the life of glory, He ſhall 

never ſee life, 

3. Hen under the ſentence of drath ; dead by ſentence, and in al 
every Court under a ſentence of death : There is a double Hes under the jj" 
Court, the Court of Juitice, and there is the Coart of Mercy , [ertence of 
the Coxrt of the Law,and the Conrt of the Geſbel, Ani both Law acer, 
and Goſpelpaſſe the ſentence of death on him : from the Zaw 
the ſentence of death is paſſed, /» rhe dy that thou eateſt there» 
of, thaw ſhall die the death,Gen.2.17, And irom the Goſp?l, the 
ſ:neence of death is paſſed not only conditionally,{ If your beliews 
9t that I am 2, ye ſhall ate in yonr ſinxes, Jobn &, 24. ) but all 
ſo peremptorily , H: that believerh not u cona-mued already, and 
this it the condemration , that light is come into toe world, and 
men loved dar kneiſe rather then light Tohng 18,19, To be under 
alegal ſentence of death, is very ſad,butto be under an evange> 
lical ſentence of aeath, is much more lad : For as much as there 
may be an appeal, from the Law to the Goſpel ; 
but from th? tearence of the Goſpel ; there neither 
is, nor Can be any appeal: Now judge in wbat a iad conditi- 
on tiat foul ities, which lies under the ſentence of death and 
condcumaartiuon , which hill never be revericd, and from waich 
there is no app:al? Whena p:rſon is condemned by the Laws 
of men, heislookt on asa dead man; And all the world is 
dead to him, hecan take no comfort in wife, or children, or 
frieads, or houſes or riches, no nor in that little breath of life 
which ſhortly muſt b. cut off; in a worſe condition is the 
ſoul, which is condemre\ and ſentenced todie by the Law,and 
by the Goſpel, by how much the more dreadful tho: death is 
wiich is pronounced againſt afoul, hen any death « hich can be 
infli&:d on the bud: : For as there is no evil whatſoever like 
unto ſinful evils, which cleave to the ſou), fo there is no pu» 
niſhmeat or death whacſoever, comparable to that wrath or 
pur ſhmernit, which ſhall befal a ſinning and anpardoned 
{oui, 

4. He 14 in « ſpiritaal death, (d:ad while he lives), As grace 4» 

is the life of the ſoul, ſo finne is the death of the foul, and Hersinaſpir;- 
therefore the (inner in Scripeure is tiled dead; a dead man ' death, 
| hath 
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The ſad condition of men Chap.13 
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hath his ſoul ſeparated from him, and ſo the finning foul hath 
God (who is the Soul of the ſoul ) ſeparated fromit: Adead 
man is a loathſome corps, who can endurethe dead > 2nd ſoa 
ſinful ſoule is a loathſome ſoul - God is of purer eyes thento 
chold it: It ſhallnot ſtand in his preſence : 7 will caſt you 
ont of my ſight. A dead man loſeth all his excellency, and pow- 
er (and therefore Solomon ſaith, that a /iving dog 7 better they 
a dead 1lion;) So a (inful ſoul hath nothing of worth , and no- 
thing of power, and nothing of uſe ; it is like the corrupt girdle 
that was good for nothing; A dead mai is a putrifying , ſtink- 
ing, unſayoury carkaſſe, and ſo is a dead ſoul, nothing comes 
from it butfilchy ſtinking corcupt luſts, like ſo many crawling 
worimes out of a dead carcaſe : O Sirs ! The ſpiritual death 
in which the ſoul lies., is a dreadful death to be wholly depri- 
ved of God, and grace, and to be filled with ſinne and unrigh. 
teouſnefle; To be killed by ſinne, and yet to live unto ſinne, 
to have a heart as full of ſinne as the fountaine is of water, to 
have a ſoul not only void of holineſs, but enlarged in wicked- 
neſs, ſo that every thought, and every deſire, and every word 
and every work is infe&ed and poyſoned, and every faculty is 
annoyed,and corrupted, and overcome with the image of the 
devil,and the works of death and hell: what a woiul condition 
is this ! 
$» He ſhall go to the dead. Eternal death ſhail be his por- 
tion: The immortal ſoul ſhall fa'l into an immortal death : 
As long as thereis a God able to ſupport the ſoul, ſo long 
ſhall it lie ander the wrath of God, and be dying the ſecond 
death, It were well for wicked and unbelieving men, if they 
had no ſonles, or if theſe ſoules were not immorcal, but mor- 
tal ſouls : But cheir ſouls muſt continue for ever , and live for 
ever, and die for ever, and be puniſhed for ever : Higheſt pu+ 
niſhmente, for refuſing Chriſtche higheſt mercy, Ecernal death 
for ſlighting life; They ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting ge> 
ftruftion from the preſence of the Lord, and from iht glory of his 
power, 2 Thel.1.5,9, | 
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Chap. 3 out of Chriſt, ; 
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SECT. 4. 


Cal the ſoul live which comes in to Chriſt, which hearkens 


co Chriſt ; O then hearhen, yet hearken to Chriſt that your Then hearken to 
ſouls may live : Life is the ſweeteſt argument ! O that Thmael Chriftihat your 
might live before thee, ſaid Abraham, Gen. 17.18, Life is the ſouls may lives 


ftrongeſt argument: Althat a man hath will be give for bis life, 
Job 2.4. Life is the higheſt argument. Thou haſt magnified thy 
mercy Which thou haſt ſhewedunto me , in ſaving my life , ſaid 
Lo, Gen.19.19, Life i of all things moſt deſirable: Let my life 
be preciom in thy ſight, (aid the Captain tO Elijah, 2 Kings 1. 14. 
Life is a recompence for all the outward good which a man loſeth. 
T by life ſhall be unto thee jor a prey, ſaid God to Ebeamelech,er, 
29.18, 1 will bring evil upon all fl:ſh , but thy life will I give un- 
to thee for a prey , in all places Whither thou goeF, ſaid Goato Bas 
ruch, Jer.45 5. All this the natural life is, what then is the ſpi- 
rial life ? all this the life of the body is, what then is the life 
of the ſoul? [call heaven and earth rarecord thu day againſt you, 
(ſaid Moſes, Dur. 35.19.) that [ have (et before you life and 


Uſe 2. 


death bleſſing and car ſing ; therefore chuſe life, that both thor and 


thy ſeed may live. | 

 O beloved ! there is /ife in hearkning unto Chriſt, and there 
is death in refuling of Chriſt, therefore chuſe life, Incline your 
ear, and come and hear, aud your ſouls ſhall live; If life will not 
perſwade you to hearken, what will? andif the life of 
your foules will not perſwade you to hearken nothing 
will, 


I beſeech you give me favour to propound a few things Arguments to 
ynto you, that yet you may hearken and your ſouies may Pr/wade ns, 


live. 
T. Your ſonls are the moſt conſiderable Jewel: which you ſtand 
poſſeſſed of, All the world is not valiable:9 any one ſouls 


the Whole World, and to loſe by fan). The :uho!- wortd can» 
not redeeme one ſoul, nor can the whole * >r1d countervaile 
the loſle of one ſoule; it is of that coſtlineſſe that nothing but 
the preciom blood of Chriſt conld redeem it , 1 Pet, 1,18, 19. My 
ih es 


T, 


Your ſouls are © fi 


. . . , ; _ /t / 
which appears by that of Chriſt, what ſzallit profir a man,io gam wr ug 
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Arguments to perſwade to hearken Chap. 13 


4 
x I 02A a. my; 


1 


2. 
Tour all , to all 


cternity depends ' 
upon your ſouls, (chat may periſh and yec you may be well ) Ic doth not de- 


friend may ranſom my body, and my purſe may ranſome my 
life, nothing but the blood of Chriſt can ranſome my 
ſoule. 

2, All that you have, yonr all deperas altogether and to all eter- 
nity #pon your ſons; Ic doth nor depend upon your wealth ; 


pend upon your lives ; ( aey may be cur off, and yet you may 
do well;) Bn: your all, depznds upn your ſouls, as zll inthe 
ſhip depends upon the ſhip, 1f chat holds out, all holds out, 
and if that ſinks and drowns, all foks and drowns wich it: If 
your ſouls Lve, you live,it your fouls be faved, all is faved,and if 
your ſouls die, and periſÞ,znd are loſt, all dies and perifhes,and 
is lo{t with tr, 

2, All that concerns the ſoul is weighty, whither it be good, or 


All = 57. Whether it be evi/, whether ic be preſence, or whether ir ab» 
cerns the ſyn is ſence; whether it be comfort, or whether ic be trouble; whether 


I 
W.jT0LY. 


4 
No good 
per for 2 
as lije, 
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he ſou 
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it be reward, or whether it be puniſhment ; becauſe ir concergs 
the foul, therefore itis wetightys The good which concernes 
the ſoul , it is the beſt good. and rhe evil waich concernes the 
ſoul, ir is the worft evil; The preſence of Gd in Chriſt, Is of in- 
finite conſequence to the ſoul, and the 4b/ence of God in Chri/t 
is of infinice confequence to the ſoul : The comforts of the ſo:s] 
are weighty comforts, and the troubles of the ſort, are weighty 
troubles. The rewards for a ſovl are the higheſt rewards , and 
the prniſhments of the /aul,are the deepeſt puniſhments, 1 here 
are 20 offers like thoſe which are made to che ſoul, and there 
are #o promiſes like thoſe made to the foul,and there are n9 neg- 
I:s and ref/als, like the neglects and refuſals by the ſoul, an4 
there are »o :6reatnings like the threatnings againſt the ſoul :; 
and there is no condition lo bad,as the bad condition of the 
foul. OR 
4. If heaven and earth could be ſearched , Theye 5 not any 
good whatſocver (os proper,ſo necejſary,ſo available to the ſoul as they 
life which may be bai from hiſt: It is a life wkich the ſoule 
needs, and is naturaly Ceftiruce of it is a life which is as it were 
the reſurrection of the foul, it recovers the loſl ſoul, ic quick- 
ens the dead foul, it ſets up again the ſoul: Ic is life indeed , it 
is alife beyond all lives, it is the only life , it is life for ever, 
ny 


Chap. 13 that our ſouls may live, 508 
No life like this life : What is thy beloved more then another ? 
My beloved is the chiefeſt among ten thouſand: ſo, what 
is this life for the ſoul ? It is the moſt lovely , the moſt liy-ly, 
the moſt ſweet, the moſt choice of all lives : Do but conſider 
what goes :orth to the making up of' this life, and you muſt 
confeſle icis ſo, 

There are cight things that make up the life of the ſoul. 

I, The preſence of God. 

2. The favour of God, 

3. The enjoyment of God, 

4. The fruicion of Chriſt. 

5. The righteouſneſſe of Chriſt, 

6. The forgiveneſle of ſins. 

7. The Spirit of Grace. 

8, Andeverlaſting happineſle, 

Muſt not that life be precious which hath theſe ingredients ? 
When God is preſent with my ſoul, then my ſonl lives; when 
the favour and love of God reſts on my ſoul,thea my ſoul lives; 
when I enjoy God for my God and my Father, then my foul 
lives; when Chriſt is my Chriſt, dwells in me, and I in him, 
lives in me, and1I in him, then my ſoul lives, when his righce- 
ouſneſle covers my ſoul , my ſoul then lives; when his blood 
takes off the guile of my (ins, then my ſoul lives ; when his Spi- 
rit quickens, and changes, and enlivens my ſoul by grace, then 
my ſoul lives ; when my ſoul lives in life, in that bleſſed life, to 
all eternity, then my ſoul lives. All theſe make up the life of a 
ſou], thar life which-Chriſt offers to your ſouls, and is not this 
worth che hearkning co? 

5. This precious life for your precious ſouls you cannot poſ- 
fibly have it any where, or from any other but Chriſt, I am ; 
the truth,and 1 am the way, and 1 am the life,(a1d Chriit, who _ fr il an__ 

is life, and who isthe Prince of lite, and who is the Lord of life, y, Chriſt. " 

Your death you bave by your fianes, and your natural life, | 
from Adam, and your temporal life from Cods providence ; 
bue the ſpiritual life. the life that concernes your ſouls, is hid 
with God in Chriſt, it is in Chriſt, and tt is from Chrilt onely: 
with him is che fountaine of this life : Go to all the creatures, 
and go toall your abilities, and go to all your enjoyments, and 

Qqq  —- 
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call on them for life, can you make my ſonl a'ive? can you give 
life tro my ſoul? can you free me from the ſentence of death ? 
can you pluck me out of the eftate of death ? can you tranflate 
me from death to life? None of them can, oneſy Chriſt, who 
was dead, and is alive, and lives fer evermore, (Rev. 1.18.) 
can delitver your ſouls from death, can breath the ſpirit of. life 
into them, can make them to live, can make them to live for e&-- 
vermore. 

6, This life for your foals, which is derivable onely from (rift, 
4 _ or Aol you may have it from him upon wery good, anu, pon very eafic 
rivable onely Ferm4es and conaitions; It may cola man very much ſumerimes 
from Chriſt,may tO ſecure and preſerve þis nainr il life, whica be 2865 juitly for— 
be hadupon g:04 feited,.it may coſt tim his },bi:rty or bis dignity, or nis fands, ic 
RETINGS. may £oſt him 21! thi *c ith co ſave har poor ſhort b:cath of 
Hife : Bu! M00 1 Þ#5 235925 1259 the miſerable, loſt, and un» 
.. done ul g.2 Jifo bis life frgm Chriſt ? This, and no other is 
\ _£ . the cond:tt0n, Hearken wnto me, and come to 'we (laith Chriſt) 
+ 7 and your foul ſhall live, As if be ſhould lay, here is life, take 
me, and you take life, receive me and your fouls ſhall live. If 
- _ & condemned man (whole life is gone in Law): ſhould have this 
onely impoſcd on him for the ſaving of his like, come and aske 
for life, come and tzke the pardon that will fave your life? Ac- 
cept of life\, and you fhall have life; cap any condition in the 
world be more gracious, and gentle, and reaſonable ? No o-. 
therwiſe doch Chriſt deale with us ſinners, you are condemned 
men, and dead men, do but come to me and you ſhall live , do 
but accept of me who am life, and you ſhall have life, Come a1- 

1 to m9 and your ſouls ſhall ive. . | 
Objet, Comero Chriſt will you ſay ! Prat is that coming to (hrijt 

' ppon which our fouls ſhall live? 

. It is 12e receiving of Chriſt into your hearts by faith , this is 
X.  comlogto Chriſt; chen you conic to Chriſt when you ace wil» 
ling that Chriſt ſhould «m2 in to you, when your ſouls can 
cloſe with him,ac.d'give up themielves io Liu, and rely on him: 
This1s th: coming unto Chriſt, and this is that which wii! px 
life for ycur ſouls : therefore for the Lords ſake, and as 770n love 
your fou:s, bang Hack no !lonyer, do no! preferre your finnes 
before your ſouls ,' nor the world beſore your lives; Life is ofs 
"WH fered. 
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| fered eo you this day, and life for your ſouls, and chis life you- 


may have for the coming for; but do nor delay one jot longer 
ro cone, is it not your lives Benhadaads /ervants catcht up 
the fi-ſ? words of hepe for his life > It is our wiſdome to lay 
hold on the very firſt offers of life co our ſouls, at leaſt it is fo 
to cloſe with this preſent otter of lite, hearker unto me and Jour 
ſouls ſhall Irve, 


__ SECT; V. 


Hall the ſou! live that comes in to Chriſt > Then Judge of Uſe.3. 
Tety intereſt in Chriſt by the intereſt in life ; If your J#dge of your 


ſon's &: in Chriſt, they are alive ; and if your ſouls be alive, 
certainly they are in Chriſt : If you are indeed come to Chriſt, 
Anqueſtionably Chriſt js come to you, and if indeed Chriſt be 
© come to you, then unqueſtionably life is come into your ſouls ; 
There is not any evidence wharfoever which is more certaine 
and infallible,that we are brought into Chriſt, and are his and 
he qurs, then this that our ſouls do live: neither is there any 
one teſtimony more ſtrong againſt is, that we are none of 
Chriſts, then this, that our fon's are not alivs, but dead. 

Theſe two are fuck torrelarives, that c::her chey ſtand to. 
gether, or fall together : They ſtard toge:ber affirmatively and 
reciprocally, if you bavs Chriit, your 11's have life ; if your 
ſou!s have lire, chey have Chrift; And rep fall together nega» 
tive'y aud reciprocally > 17 yeu haye not Chriſt, you have not 
life, and if you have not life, you Eve not Chriſt, Rom. $, 9. 
If any man have nt the Spirit of CiriSt, be. # none of bu, 
verſe 10. 41d if Chrift be in you, the Hody 1 dead becauſe of 
ſinne , but the Spirit 14 life, becauſe of rigini2on;neſſe ; there- 
fore feriguſly ſurvey and try the conCition of your ſouls for 
death or life, for accordingly you may conclude of your in- 
tcreſt in Chriſt or not, 

And becauſe this is a point of infinite conſequence unto us, 
I ſhall preient unts you, | 

I, The tokens of death, or fignes of a dead ſoul, of a foul in 
a dead condition, which is a ſur2 evidence that that ſoul never 
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508 Signes of a dead ſoul.  Chap.1 3 


indeed hearkned to Chriſt to come to Chriſt. 
2, The tokens of life, or ſignes of a living ſoul, of a ſoul 
that hath ſpiritual life 7 which is a moſt-ſure <vidence that that 
The token of « ſou! hath hearkentd to Chriſt aud is come in to Chriſt, 
4cad ſoul. I., The tokens of a aead ſoul, that as yet remains amongſt 
the dead, and hath no ſpiritual life. 
There are five tokens of ſpiritual death inthe ſoul. 
% I. Unien/ibleneſſe: Adead condition is an utterly unſenſible 
7nſenſibleneſſe, condition, death which deprives us of all lite, doth likewiſe de- 
prive ys of all ſenſe. The dead hear not, ſee not, raſt nor, ſmell 
not, feel not : Though you cry out to the dead, and uſe all ar- 
Suments, yet. they never hear you; though you preſent to 
them the goodiieſt objeAs, yet they ttever ſce them, though 
vu put the ſweeteſt odours to them, yet they ſmell them nor, 
though you pour into their mouths,the choice ſt 11quor, yer they 
taſt them not ; though vou lay upon them the heavieſt burdens, 
yer they feel them nor; for, where there is no life, there is no 
ſenſe; even ſo a ſpiritual unſenſibleneſle is a certzine ſfigne of 
a ſpiritual death, O whar precious offers bath Chriſt made un- 
to our ſon's, and how hath he called, how often? how earneſt 
ly, and what :ﬀecting ar: uments hath he uſed ? and yer many 
of us hear nor, regard them not, are not at all ſtirred by them, 
certainly the reaſcnof this unfenſibleneſſe in the ſoul , is thar 
death which hath ſeized on the ſoul. 

O wha glorious things are revealed ard manf-ſted unto 
us.! what riches of mercy and grace, what goodneflc of love 
and kindneſſe? what a ſalvation and redemption by Chriſt > 
what opportunities of ſpiritual deliverance and eternal life ! 
yet men {ce not the ſurp ſling excellcncies 0: Chriſt, nor beau-« 
ties of holineſſe, nor kindneſle of mercie,nor freenefle of grace, 
nor beights of glory, nor depths of ſalvati--n, nor opporcunities 
.of their life; nor diy of their peace, and the reaſon cf this 
unſenſiblencfſe 15, that ſpiritual death which yet remains upon 
their ſo:ils. O what a numberiefle number of finncs do lie up« 
on the ſouls of men? and whbat an heavie curle of God for 
them : ſo many finnes, and fo great finnes, and fo weighty as 
makes the Creation ro groane, and it made the ſol of (br; 
beavie to the death, and as made David cry ont, they are too 
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Chap.13  Signesof adead ſoul. 


heavie a burden for me to beare; and Paulto cry cut O Wretch- 
ed man that 1 am, who ſhall deliver: me from thu bedy of death? 
And yet many people are exceedingly gu:lcy,and as exceedingly 
unſenſible, that as Ce/ar wondred, how he who owed ſo much, 
could ſleep ſo quietly ; ſo may we,that men ſin ſo much andyer 
are never troubled, unleſle it were for this, that ſpiritual death 
takes away all ſpiritual ſenſe of feeling and of complaint z Sinne 
which is the greateſt and heavieſt of all burdens, 1s yet no actu- 
al burden unto a ſoul which is dead 1n fin, 

2, Coldueſſe, (and which flows from that ) a ſtiffneſſe, we », . _ 
ſay, that vita conſiſtit in calids , & Humido , and, vita confiſtit Coldreſſe, / #5 
in mots, where natural life is, there natural heat is ; and when 
death comes (which deprives men of life) ſuddenly the whole 
body is cold, and the very blood and heart are cold ; and all 
aQion ceaſeth, there is no ſtirring at all, no breathing at all : 
And thus it is ia a ſpiritual notion with a foul that is ſpiritually 

dead. 

I. An mniverſal ſetled coldneſſe is in that ſoul. There is no Auniverſal ſet- 
heart unto any ſpiritual good,or unto any one ſpiritual dutyzno led col.tneſſe. * 
heart to pray, no heart to keep the Sabbath, no heart to hear, 
no heart ro meditate, no heart to repent , no heart to believe, 
no heart to any ſpiricual communions. | 
. 2. Nor any ftirrings at all of any gracious motions , Or Noſtirrings at 
offetions, and no breathings of Lite in holy deſires or at. 

Cries. 

3. Nor any inclinations thereunto, This ſpiritual coldnefſe, Nor any rncli- 
is certainly a ſigne of a ſpiritual death-: To have a heart ſtill "#9 109m, 
in complying with ſpiritual ſervices , ſtill indiſpoſed , ſtill in- 
flcxible , {till indelighting in them , Rill diſhiking of 
chem. ſtill weary of them ,. ſtill formal in them, could 
this poſſibly be if there were a ſpiritual life in your ſoules, 

_ breeds readineſſe, and compliance, and delighrful- 
nellc? 

3. Vnchaxgeableneſſe; the unchanged ſoul is a dead ſoul, be- 3 
cauſe the ſoul lives onely upon its couverſion, which is a #nclangeatlem .- 
change: There is a change from darkneſſe to light,as when the "(5 
ignorant ſinner gets knowledge z and there is a change frons 
Profaneneſſe to civility, as when a deboilt liver becomes ſober ; 
And + 
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And there is a change of a ſaared conſcience into an anquiet con- 
Fcience, 2s when the-hardened ſinner 1s mide a troubled ſinner; 
and there is a change fr: m2 a ſinful eſtate unto a renewea and he- 
ty eſtate; and till this laſt change be wrought, the ſoul ts alto» 
gether :n a dead condition Yuaril ir can be ſaid, yoz rath. he 
quickned who weve dead in ſinnts and treſpaſſes , there is-no 
ſpiritual !liſe; and where there is no ſpiritual life there is no- 
thing yet,bur &*ſpicitual death : what then mult we judge of 
| theſouls of ſuch men, who were wicked and are wicked ſtill, 
who were ignorant and ſo are ſtill; who were enemies to god- 
lineſſe,and fo are. ſtil who wete ſcoffers of the ways of Chriſt 
and ſo are ſtill, who were drunkards and liers, and fo are ſtil]? 
Spiritual life in the ſoul, makes the greateſt change in the ſoul 
(ſuch a change zs the Creation makes, ſuch a change as the re. 
ſurre&ion makes :}) It makes a kinde of miracnlous change in 
man , it makes a ſinner ntcerly unlike himſelf and quice con- 
trary to his former ſelfe , as contrary as light is to darkneſle, as 
day tonight, as life to death : And therefore the unchanged 
- ſoul is a dead ſoul, the ſoul is dead until it be changed by 
\|  ErRCE. £2. 
-- 4 4. The living. reigning power of fin , where ſinne lies in the 
The nike power, there the ſoul is ſpiritually dead , for indeed that 
reigning power life of ſinne is our death becauſe it ſeparaces the ſoul and 
of ſin. God, 
A fourfold * A fourefold power of ſinne. 
poimer of jits I» There may be a dwelling power of ſinne, and yet the ſoule 
7 WD " may be alive ( fi-ne that dwells in me, faith Paul, Rom. 
power. | 7. 20+) | 
| 3. 2. Ther? may be a conflifting power of finne , and yet the ſoul 
4 conflifins may be alive, (1ſce avother LaWin my members warring, againſt 
£637er, the la'* of my minae, Rom.7.23 ) | 
3. 3. There miy be a captivativg poWer of ſinne ; and yet the 
A ceptiouing ſoni.may be alive (ond bringing me into captivity to ive Law of ſin 
homer. which is in 179 memiuers Rom-7-23.) But, 
4. If therebe a livizg power, a reigning power of [inne , 1n the 
fou}, the ſoul is- not alive but dead, if finne lives with a reign- 


ON \ 


Z living and 4 


reigning power, 10g power, no Chrilt , 30 grace, &c, And ſinne lives in a "Cign- 
which appcars. 10g porer when 


I.It 


— 
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1. Ithath tbe ab/o/nte and ſovereign command of the ſoul, an 1: 1 abſolute 
uncontradited power, | CHUMIRELLS 

z. We do mike choiſe of ine to be our Lordand do volunta- —_ ary 
rily yeild up our ſelves ts obey it ; know ye not that to whom ye ſubjeFion. 
yeild your ſelves ſervants to obey ;, bis ſervants ye are to whom 
Je obey, whether of ſin unto death,or of obedience wntorighteonſneſ's 
Rom 6.16. When we walk 

3. When Wwe walkin the ways of finne aud will not forſake them, in the ways of 
Job 20.13. Itis our path and way. | ſin,and will not 

4. When Witkedveſſe is ſweet wnto w,and we delight our ſelves forſeks » Mn wy 
in ic, and take pleaſure in unrighteouineſſe.Here is the reigning | 7; Tees 
life of ſinnegand this reigning life oi ſia, is the very dez*th ofthe yn 
foul,if this be your life, chis 1s your deatt.. 

5, Anenmity untohife; nctonly auuniverſal want of fpirtru- 
al life , but allo-an univerſai enuwity an. oppoſitic'1 to all ſpi- 
ricual life. | 

The Apoſtle deſcribing of fin. ersin their d-a4 condition, * 
ſaith, that they are acicnated fre;.: the 'ife f God, !.he4. 18. and 
ar» enemies in their minacs by wick + wiike, Col. 1.21. Encmies, 
R-1m.5. 10. And tbe caraa? ninde #4 vnmity againſt God , 
Romans 8. 7+ which carnal minde he calls Dearth in: 
VET s 6. * FOE: 

Theres 's a ſix'old enmity in every unregenerate or ſpiritual- There # a fix *) . Vl 
ly dead ſou], fold enmity. A 'N 

1. Anenmity againſt the Lord of life : that they will not be £999 br F.-Y 
ſubject unto Criſt upon any termes ; therefore, ſaith Chriſt, ekars ef life - | 
thoſe mine enemies that Would not have me to reigne over them, 

Lnke 1g, 297. | 

2. Anenmity againſt the rule of life, which is the word of life, Enmity againff 
ſo as tb deſpiſe it, £/ay 30. 12, therefore they are ſaid to rejef? the-rule of lifes 
that Wor, Jerem.8.9. To reproach ard deride it , Jerem. 20. $; 

Not to hearken unto it, and to flop their eares that they ſhould not 
hear, Zich. 7.11. and to put it away from them, ARs 13. 46; | 
and to perſecaute it, 1Theſ.2.15. | | 

3. 4a enmity again? the Spirit of life; therefore they are Enmity againſt: 
ſz1d tO reſiſt thi: Spiriz, AAts 7.51, And toprieve that Spirit, the Spiriz of life 
Plal.95.10,&c, 7 o provoke that Spirit, Plalme 106, 35, and: to 
defpiſe that Spirir, Hebrews 10.29, | 


Ar enmity unto 
life. 
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Wo: $00 4. An enmity againſt the graces of life : They bate holineſs, 
cupurts 419 and diſcountenance, and reproach and oppoſe it with a deadly 
life, malice. | 
Ewaly againſt 5, An exmity againſt the wayes and paths of life. The way of 
zhe ways of life. peace they know not, Elay 59. 8. 7 have ſpread eut my hands all 
the day wnto a rebellious people,which Walketh in a Way that # noz 
good after their own thonghts , Elay 65.2. It is an abomination 
ro. Mem to walk in pathes of righteouſneſſle or god!i- 
nefſe, ED 
Eunity againſ® 6, An enmity againſt the people of life ; There are perſons 
the people of ife life, and perſons of death: All wicked perſons are men of 
death, and all ſantified and godly perſons are men of life; 
tley are living in whom Chriſt lives, and grace doth live. And 
theſe perſons are hated and contemned onely by the children 
of death, Gal. 4.28. We brethren, as I[aac was, are the chil- 
dren of promiſe, ver. 19. Bat 4s then, he that Was borne after 
the fleſh, perſecuted him that Was born after the Spirit, even ſoit 


Chap. 3 


#5 Z0Wws 
The tokens of Secondly, the tokens of life, or ſignes of a ſoul which hath 
life, ſpiritual life in it indeed, or which cruly lives by 
Chriſt. 


Four evidences Thereare four infallible Evidences of a ſpiritual life, x. The 

of 4 ſpiritual manner of its conveyance, 2. The -quality or irs preſence. 

life. 2. The power of its operation. 4+ The proprieties of its na- 
It may beknown cure, ; 

1, You may know that ſpiritual life is breathed into the 

By the manner ſqule, By the manner of-its conveyance , it is conveyed or let 

of its conve)- intg the foule' after ſuch a manner as no other lite is, it is 

. ance; which is, letin, 

I. By aſenſe of death. 2. With cries for life, 3. By Faith, 

\ going to the fountaine of life. 4. By an Almighty power, ſuch 

i 2 "m1 as is neceſſary and requilite to quicken or raiſe the 

dead, 

©” WhentheLord will let in this ſpiritual life into the ſoul, He 

Py « ſenſe of firſt lets in a ſtrong convifion of death(that is) your ſoul is made 

acath. co ſee that it is in an eſtate of death , under the power of ſin 

/ and wrath, and curſe, and condemnation : S#z revived, ard 7 

died, and the Commanament, which was (ordeined )to life, 1 found to 

be nntodeath, Rom.7.9,10» There 


513. 
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There is ſuch an evident demonſtration of finne and guilt by 


the Law , and by conſcience, that the poor ſoul i amazed, and With cries for 


troubled, and cries cut, 1 am dead, and1 am loſt, and I am un- 
done forever; Here's death in my nature,and here's death in my 
life, & here's death pronounced by the Law , and here's death 
pronounced by my conſcience: God is none of mine;ſin is mine, 
.and curſe is mine,and death and hell is mine; and now the King 
of fears and terrors of death enter into the ſoul, and ſhake, and 
amzze,and diſtra& it; if natural death ſhonld ſeaze on me, what 
will become of me?what will become of me and of my foul?zI am 
in a ſpiritual death, and if I ſhould be cut off in this 
eſtate, I ſhould immediately fall into an eternal death 
GC  \ | 
When the Lord will ſet in this ſpicicual life, he then ſtirs up 
ffrong cries, and moſt earneſt deſires for life ; Let my ſoul live and 
t ſoall praiſe thee , ſaid David,Plalme 119.175. Or as Abraham 
for I/hmael , O that Iſhmael might live before thee ; ſo this poor 
ſinner cries out, O Lord let my ſoul live in thy fight: Lord my 
"Poor ſoul is dead in ſinne, and under the ſentence of death for 
ſinne, and what will become of me, if I get not out of this 
condition ? O Lord pity me and help me; There is life in thy 
mercy, and life in thy favour , and life in thy Chriſt;I beſeech 
thee ſhew me mercy, and love me freely , and give me Chriſt, 
&c. Hereupon the Lord direfts the ſoul unto the fountaine of 
living waters; you would have life for your ſoul, you would 
be tranſlaced- from death to life? yea Lord ! why ! then ger 
you to my Chriſt, to my Sonne,. He that believeth on him ſhall 
zot periſh, but have everla#ting life , and he that bath the Sonne 
hath life. He can deliver you from the ſentence of death, and 
he can deliver you from the eſtate of death, and he can reſtore 
life unto your ſouls; all ſpiritual life unto you, of righteouſneſs 
and grace and glory.Go by faith unto him,and your ſouls ſhall 
live. 

The ſoul chears up a little with this, then there is ſome hope 
of life for a dead and condemned ſinner ; I will make out ro 
Chriſt, IT will goto bim, and I will believe and truſt on him : 
But preſently itcries out, help, O Lord, or elſe I ſhall never 
have life, for I cannot believe; Therefore tte next work 
Rre which 


life. 


B faith going 
t9 the fountain 


of life, 


— 


| 


| 
| 
| 


"© 
'8 
: 


14 PR Signes of: a ſpiritual life. Chap. 13 


"a which God puts forth to breath ſpiritual life into the ſoul 5; 
By Sy work. of omnigotency , In working offaith in the ſoul. He puts 
——— forth ihe exceedivg greatueſſe of his power according tg\the work- 
ing of his mighty porer which he Wrought 17 (rift, When he rat... 
ſed bim from the dead, and ſet him at k is own right hand in heas« 
wenly places, Eph 1.19, 20. Such a power as this goes forth 
tq ered faith in the ſou]; that faith wh:ch brings in a ſoul, 
and unites it to Chriſt : And when by this power faith is 
formed in the ſou! , then is the ſoul united to Chriſt, and be- 
ing united to Chriſt, it is quickned, as the Apoſtle delivers it 
in Eph.2.1. And you bath be guickned whowere dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſinner, 
Now try your ſelves by this token of life for your ſoules ; 
you think that your ſouls do live, that ſpiritual life is in them. 
But, 1. Was there everin you a true ſenſe of the ſpiritually 
dead cſtate of your ſouls? . 2. And where are thoſe importu- 
nate cries for life, for your ſouls? . And, 3. What knowledge 
have you of the Lord of life>,. And, 4, When did you finde 
tha ſupernatural and Almighty of "God in working faith in 
your hearts, which brings in, and unites your ſouls wich Chriſt 
2 by whom only you come to be quickned and made 
Bythe quality of alive? 
that lifewbic? 2. You may know that ſpiritual life is indeed breathed into 
Frrplirncl your ſouls by the quality of that Life which & in your ſouls, itis a 
ble tolifein life conformable to the life in Chriſt, 
| Chriſt. i. Inthe nature of it ; partakers of the divine Nature. There 
I, isin us ſuch an holinefle as is in complying with @aaw deſiroy- 
| Inthe natureof jq.s of finne ; ſuch a love, ſuch an hatred,fuch a meckneſle.ſuch 
Ka a patience, ſuch a lowhineſſe in ou: meaſureas isin Chriſt. (As 
the light in the aire isa light conformable to that in the Sun, 
or as the water in the ſtream is conformable to thar in the 
fountaine, or as life in the members, it is conformable unto that 
life which isin the head, fo the grace or holincfle in us (which 


is che life of our ſouls) it is conformable unto that grace which 
is in Chiiſt,. | © 


| 2. 2. 1n theprinciple of it, the principle of holineſſe, in Chriſt 
| In theprinciple (as to his l;umane nafure ) was the union of the Spirit ; and 
BED ſuch an holinefle is that in us., which flows from the ſame Spi- 


rif 


Rs 
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rit which was in Chriſt, which he received, ard with which 
- he was 2nointed; we ave all chmged into the ſame image With 
Chriſt by the Spirit of the Lord, 2. wr 3.18, | 
3. In the extent ofit; Ax the bolioeſſe in Chriſt did difuſe it 3: 

ſelf over all Chriſt, his perſon was holy, and his natures were Inthe extent of 
holy , his heart was holy, and bis life was holy, fo the holinefle 74 
in us ſpreads it ({clfe ov:r the wifhle man, over the 
ſoule and body, and over every faculty of the foul and bo+« 
dy, &Cc. | 

* Inthe uſe and end of it, which is the glory of God, Fa - 4 
ther (ſaich Chriſt, Fob» 17, 4.) 1have glorified thee on earth, [ In theuſcand 
have finiſhed the work that thou gaveſt me todo; and at this end end of it, 
do all look, who partake of ſpiritual life which carries us a= ;' 
bove , and beyond our ſelves in all our defignes and works, to 
the glory of God: Allis doneto the glory of God ; wherher 
we live, we live unto the Lord; or Whether we die, we die wnto 
the Lord; Nay, whither we eat or drink, We ao all to the glory 
of God. | 

3. You may know whether your ſouls be made ſpiritually oF | 

alive, by the powerful operations of a ſpiritual life : Spiritual life nent Ig | 
as it isthe moſt excellent life, ſo it is the moſt powerful : All £;,;.,4 life, 
ſpiritual qualities are quick and powerful: Before the ſoul 
Partakes of it, a man is nothing and can do nothing ; He hath 
no power againſt finnes and temptations, no power to do 

o0d,orto wiilit: like a dead man who is without all ſtrength, 

ut as ſoon as ſpiritual life enters into the ſoul, there is a pows= 
er comproduced with it, which the ſoul never enjoyed before: 
for the Spirit of Chriſt is a Spsrie of 5ght, Eſay 11.2, and of 
power, 2Tim.1.7. There is a power to grieve for finne : when 
the Spirit of grace was poured out upon them , then they had 
a power to mourne, Zach. 12.10, the heart was hardened before. | 
A power to hate ſine : whenthe new heart was given and the = 
Spiric of life put iato their hearts, then they were able to yememe 
ber their evil wayes,and ta toath them, Ezck. 36.31. 4 power to 
for ſake ſpnne , T hey that are ( briſts have cracified the fleſh with 
the affeftions and lafts thereof, Gal.5.24. Whoſorver is borne of 
God doth not Commit ſinne, and he cannot ſin, becauſe he is borne of 
Ged, x John 3. 9, How ſhall we that are arad to finne, live any 
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of ſuch alife, 
Mazifeſtation. 


Preſervation, 


: Nutrition 


tonger therein, Rom. 6.2, A poWery to reſiſt ſmne;, What have 1 
fo 7 any more with idols ?- Hoſea 14 8. How can 1 do this great 
Wickedne(:,and fin againſt God? Gen.39.9. A porer to minae gooas 
(they that are after tbe Spirit ds minde the things of the Syirit 
Rom $85.) Todeſire good AP. that my Wayes Were direfled to 


we - Theep thy Statutes, wuth my ſoul have I defired thee,\ To wil 


*F; preſent with me , ſail Paul, Rom. 7.15. Whom havt 1 in heas 
wen but thee, and there is none on 6«rth that I deſire beſides thee? 
Pſalme 73.25. a power to do good, Ezek. 36.27, To delight in 
good ( I delight to-do thy will (laid David ) Pſalme 40.8. 1 delight 
in the Law of God after the intvard man, ſaid Pant, Rom. 7.22.) 
and to Walk innewneſſe of life. 

O Sirs | there is a wonderful power let in, when ſpiritual 
life is let in tothe ſoul: 7can do all things through Chriſt 
Which ftrengthens me , Phil.4\13. what a wonderful! power was 

. this? whatſoever 7s gorne of God overcometh the world , 1John 
5.4. What a wonderful power is this? hate every evil way, 
ſaid David, Pſalme 119,104. What a power was this ? 7 comne 
not my life dear unto my [elf , ſaith Paul, As 20, 24. What a 
wonderful power was this? To be able to forſake your dear- 
eſt luſt , to renounce your ſweeteſt life, and to deoy your 
ſelves, ad to love Jeſus Chriſt above all, and to chuſe all the 
wayes of God, and all the ſervices of Chriſt, and all the condi- 
tions of Chriſt, to exerciſe our ſelves unto godlinefle, to make 
repenting, and believing, and newneſle of obedience, &c. To 
be the work of all our lives, &c. This ſhews the- power which 
comes with ſpiricual. life, 


4:You may know whether ſpicitusl life be let in to your ſouls 


4. 
By tle properties þy the properties of that life : which are, 


I. Aanifeſtation : Life cannot be hid , it will 
"100 it ſelfe, Every kinde of life doth ſo more or 
leſle, 

2. Preſervation : It is natural to life to intend'its own preſer- 
vation, and the greateſt care of life is to defend and preſerve 
life: A man will eat up bimſelfe to preterve his life, and he will 
loſe all that he bath to ſave is life, and he will loſe every mem- 
ber of his body to preſeve life. | 

3». N*trition: There is a: naturall- appetite which. wo 

LH | tends 


—— 
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tends life. An hanger and thirſt to carry vs out for food fic 
for life, | W | | 

4. Growth : living children arc growing and increaſing till Growth. 
they come to ſuch a meaſure. 

All theſe will be found in you, if your ſoules partake of ſpi- 
ritual life, | 

1, This-life will put out ſelf in ſpeech, in converſation , 
Pauls ſpirit was ſtirred, Spiritual life is moſt a7ive., grace can- 
not be hid, it will be breathing and doing: Me canner but 
ſpeak the things Which we have ſeene' and beard, laid Peter, 
As 4. 20. It iscompared therefore to fire, and to lighr, and 
to ointment, &c, It will breakout in ations ſutable to a ſPiti« 
tual nature, and to the Spiric of Chriſt, | 

2, Of all things that. you enjoy , you will be moſt tender 
and careful to preſerve the Spirit of Grace, and life in your 
ſouls, leſt that be offended, impaired, and endangered, you 
or look to your faith, and to your loye, and to your holi- 
neſſe, THE | 

3. Your ſouls muſt haye ſutable food to nouriſh a ſpiritual R- 
life Cſpiritual food) As new-borne babes deſire the fincere milk 
of the Word that ye may grow thereby, 1Pet.2, 2, you will 
feed on-Chriſt, on promiſes, on Ordinances, &c. And you will 
grow in Chtiſt, be changed from glory to glory, | 


wo» «wh... 


SECTH. VE 


Hall the ſoul live that comes to Chriſt 2.0. what comfort 4 Uſe 4. 
this wnto thaſe who' are come to Chriſt: when Chriſt ſaid Comfort to thoſe» 
to the Nobleman (who beſceched him for his dying ſonne ,” Sir, who are come 50 
come” down ere my child die, John: 4. 49.) Go thy. way, thy ——_ 
ſonne liverh, verſe 50. what a,comfort was this unto him. > 
And ſo when the Prodigal child returned to his father, there 
was much, joy ; It w4i meet that we ſbould make merry, aut 
be glad, for this thy brother was dead , and t alive againe, 
Luke 15. 32. How doth David bleſſe the Lord, for redeeming 
bi life from defirnftion , Plal, 103..4. and delivering hit ſoul 
from. 


Cm ro remnant orar m 


© Comforts from this, Chap. 13 
from death, Pſal. 116. 8. Ando Hez+kiah, Thow hbaFF in love 
to my [oul delivered it from the pit of corruption , Iſa. 38. 17. 
We value and rejoyce in the life of our friends, and of our chil- 
dren, and of our parents, of our husbands, of our wives, and a- 
bove all, inthe life of our ſelves ; But what are their lives, and 
what are our own lives, in compariſon of the life of our ſouls? 
That your fouls are alive, is cauſe of great joy, There is a dif- 
ference *uwixt a marriage-fealt, and a funeral-feaſt', at a fune- 
ral-feaſt there isa large proviſion made, bur there is no joy ; 
and at a marriage-feaſt there is nothing but joy, becauſe all are 
alive: Though a manenjoyes all the world, yet he hath not 
cauſe of joy and cotnfore, becauſe the maſter of the houſe is 
dead, his ſoul is dead ; bur when the foul is alive, now there is 
greatcauſe of Tejoycitis, for all is alive; if the foul be alive, all 
is ſafe, if that be ſafe, all is well and alive, if the ſoul be well 
and proſpers. - | | 
comforts from 1 will deliver out unto you (who have hearkned to Chriſt, 
zhis,that our and are by Faith come in unto him) ſome comforts from this, 
ſoules tive, That your ſouls do live; \And thele comforts are cither gene. 
ral or particular. YA | 
(7enerel cofn- I. The general comforts. 
om. The life chat is come into the ſoul by coming unto Chriſt, ic 
hath all the perfeRion of life in it, and reaſons 'of comfort in 
it: As it was ſaid of Job, There was no man lthe him in all the 
J3fe like it earth ; that I fay of this ſpiritual life (derived into your ſouls 
A re by Chriſt) there is no life whatſoever like unto it, orto be 
' . compared with it: In ſix reſpe&s you ſhall ſee the. ſurpaſſing- 
neſle of this life. 8p 
bo... ' 4. 1t 4 life indeed: Thisis your life, your ſinful life is but 
Tt i life indeed: , geath,, your natural life'it is—— what is it > Buta poor 
breath, an empty vapour, a ſhadow of life, a dying life, there is 
more of death in mans life, then life : every day of thar life we 
are flipping into ovr graves, and. towards our graves : but ſpiri- 
cual life is life indeed ;'when our ſouls are quickned by. Chriſt, 
then is, it the- time of \life' with us ; None. lives till his foul 
lives. $f 
2. ' 2, It #4 the met ae: There is the vegetative /fe in plants, 
xt +2hc bigheſt and the /er/i1ive in beaſts, and the bnmavre /ife in men, and there 
Ute. Rus” "EF T- | ” 
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is :0e ſpiritual life in the ſouls of men. this life is the chiefeſt of al 
iifes; it is called the life of Chriſt, and the life of God, and 
the life of the bleſſed, and a bleſſed life, and eternal li{e, | 

3. It « the ſweeteſt life : Soul-life 1s ſoul-joy, and ſoul-joy* 4 | 
and delight : ſpiritual life is a ſpiritual heaven ; Ir is a life made jy, ; , pc X | 
up of every thing which is life and happinefſe : God is mine, ſweereſt liſe, 
and Chriſi, &c, The foul and God are reconciled, and it en- 
joyes him in his gracious preſence, &c. And beſides that it 
ſweetens all our temporal life unto us, all our carthly com- 
forrs are like ſo many trees of life, ſet by the river of life; any 
one part or degree of this ſpiritual life, is hiled with joy, and 
peace, and conlolation, it cannot be your burden, you cannot 
be weary of it. / | = _ £ 

4, Tt is the frees life : Our natural is filled with troubles, , . , ©: 

85 the ſea is with EO with croſſes, and with fickneſl:s, be eels 
and with vexations, and hazards: I am weary of my life, ſaid 
Fob, D:ut. 28. 66. Thy life ſhall hang in donbt before thee, 
and thou ſhalt fear day and night , and ſhalt have no aſſurance th 
of thy life. But this ſpiritual life frees you from all theſe , or i 
near you up under all theſe, there is no miſery in it, nor fear of 

cath. 

5. It 4 the longeſt life: The natural life if it could be free, | 4 
and ſweet, yet it wiil and mull be vaine, and ſhort ; How ſad- , . 3: F 
denly is that flower cropt?doth thar graffe wither ? Is that race jj; ” ws tage - 
atan end? The ſword may cut off that thread of life : The * * 
malice of men may blow out its candle, (icknefles and diſeaſes ; 

a thouſand accidents, as fire, water, griets, &c, death will pur | 
anend toit: But ſpiritual life is immortal life , it is an endleſſe 
life, it is life for evermore : Nothing can put an end unto it, * 
death it ſelf cannot put an end unto the ſpiritual life. The ſoul 
that lives this life, lives for ever ; men cannot cut it off , death 
cannot cuc ic eff, it laſts as long as erernity laſts, 2; 

6. It #« the moſt ſerviceable life: God hath no glory by 1t 5 the moſt WS 
any man deſtitute of this life , the unregenerate mans life 1s ſerviceable life, | 
but a courſe of ſinning, and therefore buc a courſe of diſho> 
nouring of God : Onely the ſpiritual life which makes you to 
reſemble God, makes you ſerviceable in all your wayes to the 
glory of God. | bh 

| | 2, The . 
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Particutar com- '2. The particular Comforts for belzever} from all tte Parts 


orts from the Te 
yep of thu fporitaal t & if : : | 
ritual life, 1. From the life: of juſtification : As it takesin the remiſlt> 


I, on of their fianes, and the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt made theirs. 
From thclifeof #: The remiſſion of all your ſinnes: Davida ſaith, that man ts 
Fuſtification, bleſſed whoſe ir1Quities are forgiven, Pial. 32.1. That this 15A 
Fromtvere- ſurpaſſing comfort; conſider a few things, | 

"64 I. I hat is. done when God forgives our ſmnes > when God 
Tn this,conſidcy, forgives ail our finnes, He doth therein utterly remove all che 
Wiat is done effe&ual of redounding gnile of our finnes, fo thatthey (hall ne+ 
when God for- yer bring vs unto wrath and condemnation : He doth likewiſe 
£ivesour 18. ytterly remove the offence, ſo that he is no longer offended 
with the pardoned perſon for any fin which formerly he bath 
committed againſt him ; Bur looks on him as if he never had 
off:nded him ; His anger is turned away, He doth in forgtve- 
nes claſp t} e pardoned perſon with unſpeakable love & favor. 

O what comfort ? what joy is this? to have all guijt remo- 
ved? and 3ll wrath? and all.condemnation ? That divine juſtice 
willnever ſue che ſinner, norqueſtion bim tor any injury or ot- 
ſence? Thaca poor ſinner may look on all his fins, as Ao/es 
and the 1/-aelites did on all their enemies drowned in the red ſea, 
ſo he ſees all his ſinnes drowned in the blood of Chriſt, and in 
the depihs of mercy! And God to look on him, and to love 
him, and to deale with him as if they had never been enemies, 
as if God had never been diſhonoured and di'pleaſed by the ſin- 
ner. 

2. What comes in upon this forgivenefſe ? peace, joy, con- 
fidence, hop?! Hence comes that peace Which paſſetb all mn» 
d:rtandirg, Rom. 5 1. Hence comes that joy Which 1 unſprak- 
able and full of glory : Hence comes that confidence and boldneſs 
ef acceſſe nntothe throne of grace : Hetice comes that hope of e- 
ternal happinejſe, If finnes be pardoned, God is ar peace 
with you , and conkience-wiil be at peace wich you, 
they have nothing ro fay againſt you: And we j-y in God tbrough 
our Lords jeſus Crriſt , by whom Wwe have now received the 
attonemenr, Rom.g.11. Andnothing ſtands in your way ; If 
your innes be-pardoned, your perſons are accepted, and if your 
perions ereaccepred , your periti6rs and" {ervices are allo ac- 
£ep.cd, and youi iouls (hall be laved, 2.T be 


What comes itt 
upon forgivneſs 
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 Chapaz Uſe the meanes of life, W gar 


2, The righbteonſneſſe of (briſt (in which you are intereſted, > 
and which js the life of your ſculs) doth allo aford unto you £07 righe 
moſt admirible comforts, 7:4, pr ng A 

I. Inthu righteonſn:ſſe there ts enough tofaris fie the righteous In ths righte- 
of God : This righteouioeſiſ2 oi Chriſt which upun belecy- 9neſſe there is 
ing is yours, and your life ; 1s fo per/eCt, ſo full, ſo fully ſatisfy» © 79/415: 
i0g, as that the juſtice of God d0:h reſt .ully contented, I have" 
enough, and I require no more; i haye found a ranſome, andI1 
am pacified to wards you. 

2. Thu righteonſneſſe of Chri/? taker away all our unrigh'eonſe _ . | 
eſſe ; cancels every bond, takes away aſl iniquity, and anſwers =_ _ " 
for all our ſins: Lord ! theſe, and theſe, and thete are my fianes, EE 
but the righteouſneſle of Chriſt hath anſwered for them all, 

3. Thu righteouſneſſe of Chriſt preſents us perfectly righteors This preſents us 
3 the fight of God, It is pure linen, znd gloriow Wirhourt ſpot or 65%." —_— 
wrinkle, by reaſon of which Chriſt ſaith of his Church. Thow © 
art all fair my love there ts n» ſpot inthee,Cant.4.7.And to pre- 
ſent u4 holy and unblameable, and unreprovable in the ſight of God, 

Col. 1.21, 

4. Thu righteouſneſſe of Chrift anſwers all the fears of our This anſwers 
ſoul; : How ſhall i look upto God ? How ſhall I die? Mow 4#"* feares of 
ſhall I appear before God ? what ſhall I anſwer him > what 26cm 
ſhall I brirg before him > how ſhallI ſhand inthe day of judg- 
ment ? the anſwer is in the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt. 

5. It is thy purchaſe of heaven, and the ſure title for it The 
Lord our righteonſne ſſe;this !s our life, and this is our anſwer,2nd 
this is our comfort, and this is our cotfidence, this is our plea, 
this 1s our all. 

2. From the life of ſanTification , or holineſſe which the ſou! _ 1:4. 
hath by coming unto Chriſt. There are many excellent com-+ of finflifcoton 
forts flowing in and unto you. 2M 

I, Th life of holineſſe ut i the ſeale of your eternal eleRion : m—_T of 
'the counterpawne as it were of that gracious love, good will £978 
and eternalintention and purpoſe of God, Epheſ. 1.4. He hath clefion, * 
choſen u4 in him before the forndation of the world, that we ſhoglh 
be holy : You need not go upto heaven, look what is written 
in your hearts, and that will tell you what is written in heaven, 

2, This life ofholineſle, /s # che Immediate ſruit and evidence 

Wo of 


This is the pur « 
Cafe of heaven, 


® fg Uſe the meanes of life. Chap 13 


Is the immedi- of your real anion with Chriſt tor being in Chiaſt, Chriſt #5 made 
ate fruis of our (,1 fication nnto wt Cor.1.30, 
real union with . © This life of holineſſe, [tr #4 the nurſery of an excuſing and 
_ ery rejoycing conſcience : Thu #5 our rejoycing, that in godly ſincerity 
of an excu/ng we have had our converſation, 2 COr, 1, 12, 
and rejoycing 4, The life of holineſle, 1s the Witneſſe of our effeFnal vocd- 
conſcience. 1414; As he who bath called yon is holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner 
The witneſſe of |, : * 
our effeftual 9) converſation, x Pct. 1. 15. 
calling, 5. T is life of holineſſe is the ſure earneſt and pawne of glory. 
The ſure cayncſt God hath choſen you to ſalvation through ſanttfication of the Spirit, 
of glory. 2 Thel. 2.13. ſo1 John3.2, When he ſpall appear, we (hall be 
like him, for we ſoall ſee him as be is, verſe 3 And every man that 
bath this hope in im purifieth himſelf even as he is pure, Matth. 
5. 8. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God. 
The beaznning 6, This life of holinefle, 1: is the beginning of your happizeſſe, 
ef our happineſs the firſt fruits, the preſent entrance into the Kingdome of God, 
you are in heaven already. 
; 3. Fromthe life of glory, which the ſoul ſhall live that comes 
Fyor the life of to Chriſt : Admirable comforts do ariſe unto you : rejozce and 
giiry. —  beexceeding plad, for great is your reward in heaven, Matth.5.12, 
We vejoyce inthe hope of the glory of God, Rom. 5, 2. When you © 
come to thar heavenly life of glory, 
1, All your troubles ſhall be at an end. 
2.. And all your (ins, and all your temptations. 
3. Andall the promiſes ſhall bc perfeRiy fulfilled. 
4. And all that Chriſt hath purcha/ed for you ſhall be enjoy- 
ed by you, with himtelf and bis Father and your Father. 
5. All in heaven 15 heaven, noihing but love, favour, joy. 
6. All there is in its height of perfeRion, 
7. Communions there are not onely bicſſed, but bleſſedneſs. 
Ss. Ard all this is meaſured by eternity which never hath an 
end, continual viſion, joy,&c. 


"RE a 


Vſe.5. Hall the ſoul live thet hearkens and comes to Chriſt > Then 
Hſerhe mane; 


by whichyou Mo be adviſed to »(e the means by which you may be enabled to 
| hear kew 


Comforts from this, 


Chap. 13 


{zve. 

I have read the ftory of one but I know not whether ic be 
rez]) who offered thrice his weight in filyer, twice his weight in 
gold, once in pearle, ro redeeme his life ; and that life was but 
an" - : And will we offer nothing for the life of our 
ſouls ? 


1. Though the naturally dead can do nothing, yet the ſpirt- 
tually dead can do ſom 
ſomething as to the uſe of 
are nothing, and can do nothing-as 

Neither ſay iz is impoſſible that ſuch dead ſouls as ours ſhould 
ever live ? 

For God is able to quickenthe dead ; #hen 7 paſſed by thee, 
and ſaw thee polluted in thy bloed, 1 (aid unto thee when thou waſt 
in thy blood, live, when thou waſt in; thy blood, I:ve, Ecclel. 16. 6. 
T he hour is coming, and n9v is, When the dead hall hear the worce 
of the Sonne of God, and they that hear ſaall tive, John 5, 25. 

But what is to be Bone that we may bearkento Chriſt, and ſo we 
come to him that our {owls my live ? | 

I will tell you what you muſt do. 

I. Come and hearken to the Word, this is'one way tO hearken 
ſo as to come to Ciriit and live? 


hearken to Chriſt, and to came to Chriſt, that your ſouls may alſa 1m) be enabled- 
| to hearken unto 


Chriſt aud live 


Objett. 


Set. 


Objeft, 


Sel... 


neſt. 
What 1s to be 
done that we 
may hearken 
and live. 


Sol. 


The word of the Goſpel is called rhe Word of life (holdin - ' 
forth the Word of life, Phil. 2.16. Go and ſpeak in the Temple - —_——_— 


2be people all the words of this life, AAts 5, 20.) And it is called 
the m217i/fr ation of the Spirit that giveth life, 2 Cor, 3.6, The 
Goſpel is the power of God, and therein doth he reveal his Arme 
to bring in ſinners to Chrilt, and to give them life, Ez:k. 37. 9. 
. Prophecying to the winde., prophcie ſqnne of man, and [ay to the 
Winde, thirs ſaith the Lord God, come from the four Windr,O breath 
and breath upon the/e ſlatxe that they may live, verie 10, So I 


prophecyed as he commanded me, and the breath came into them aud 
they lwved, and ſtood up upon their feet :; So when the Lord 
commanis us to ſpeak the Word of life, and you to hear 

| the Word of life , come and heare ; God can ( and 
ordinarily doth ) ſo work with that Word , that the 
Tp 


hearts 


"$22 Uſe the meanes of life. C hap 13 


Is the immedi- of your real anion with Chriſt for being in Chriſt, Chriſt # made 
ate fruit of 0#r [anFification nnto u,1 Cor.1.30, 
real ion with 2 This life of holineſſe, [r # the nurſery of an ekcnſing and 
Can. rſery 76193 0g conſcience : T hu bs our rejoycing, that in godly ſincerity 
of an cxcll Ng we have had our convir{ation, 2 Cor. 1, 12, 
and rejoycing 4. The life of holinefle, 1s the Witneſſe of our effefinual voca- 
conſcience. 1414u:; As he who bath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner 
The witneſſe of , ; 5 pl 
Our effeual 0) converſation, r ct. T. Ir | 
calling, $. T his life of holineſſe is the ſure earneſt and pawne of glory. 
The ſure carneſt God hath cheſen you to ſalvation through ſanttfication of the Spirit, 
of glory. 2 Thel. 2.13. fo1 John3.2. When he ſpall appear, we (hall be 
like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is, verſe 3} And every man that 
bath this hope in lim purifieth himſelf even as he is pure, Matth, 
5. $. Bleſſed are the pure tn heart, for they ſhall ſee God. 
The bezjuning 6, This life of holinefſle, /t is the beginning of your happixeſſe, 
ef our happine/s the firſt fruits, the preſent entrance into the Kingdome of God, 
you are in heaven already. 
3. 2. From the life of glory, which the ſoul ſhall live that comes 
Fyor the life of to Chriſt : Admirable comforts do ariſe unto you : rejorce and 
glory. be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in beaven, Matth.5.12, 
We rejoyce in the hope of the glory of God, Rom. 5, 2. When you © 
come to that heavenly life of glory, 
I, All your troubles ſhall be at an end. 
2, And all your (ins, and all your temptations. 
3. And all the promiſes ſhall be perfeRty fulfilled. 
4. And all that Chriſt hath purcha/ed for you ſhall be enjoy- 
ed by you, with himielf and bis Father and your Father, 
5. All in heaven 1s heaven, noihing but love, favour, joy. 
6. Allthere is in its height of perfeRion, 
7, Communions there are not ontly bicſſed, but bleſſedneſs. 
Sd. Ard all this is meaſured by eternity which never hath an 
end, continual viſion, joy,&c. 
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Vſe.5. Hall the ſoul live.thet hearkens and comes to Chriſt > Then 
Hſerhe mane; 


by which you MM be adviſed to »(e the means by which: you may be enabled to 
| 1 Hh hear kew 


ER 


Comforts from this, 523 


Chap.13 


| { may be enabled- 
__— to Chriſt, and to come to Chriſt, that your ſouls may alſo " Cos ano 
j | ow Chriſt au4 live 
] have read the ftory of one but I know not whether ir be 
real) who offered thrice his weight in ſilver, twice his weight in 
gold, once in pearie, to redeeme his life; ard that life was but 
his natural life: And will we offer nothing for the life of our 
immortajſouls ? 
Do not ſay that you are dead, and what can the dead do? Ovgect. 
1. Though the naturally dead can do nothing, yet the ſpirte Set. 
tually dead can do ſomething ; But tzke me right, they can do 
ſomething as to the uſe of means for life , though indeed they 
arenothing, and can do nothing as cauſes of thar life, 
Neither ſay it is impoſitble taat ſuch dead ſouls as ours ſhould Objef, 
ever live ? 
For God is able to quickenthe dead ; «then 7 paſſed by thee, Sel. 
and ſaw thee polluted in thy blood, 1 (aid urto thee when thou waſt 
in thy blood, live, when thou waſt in thy blood, I:ve, Eccleſ. 16. 6. 
The hour is coming, and n9Wv is, When the dead ſhall hear the yoice 
of the Sonne of God, avd they that hear ſhall tive, John 5. 2% Oneſt. 
But what is to be Bone that we may bearkento Chriſt, and ſo we What 75 to be 
come to him that onr [ouls my live ? done that we 
I will tell you what you muſt do. may hearken 
I. Come and hearken to the Word, this is one way to hearken 62d ar / 
ſo as to come * eel tad live? q ; 
The word of the Goſpel is called the Word of life (holdin Ln 
forth the Word of life, Phil. 2.16. Go and ſpeak in fa 2 phretrrnt 
2be peop'e all the words of this !ife, AQs 5, 20.) And it is called 
the m:r.iftr ation of the Spirit that giveth life, 2 Cor, 3.6, The 
Golpel 1s rhe power of God, and therein doth he reveal his Arme 
to bring in ſinners to Chrilt, and to give them life, Ez2k. 37. 9. 
Prophecying to the winde., prephcie ſgnne of man, and [ay to the 
Wine, thus [aith the Lord God,come from the four Windr,O breath, 
and breath upon theſe ſlatze that they may live, verſe 10, So 1 
prophecyed as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, aud 
they lived, and ſtood up upon their feet ; So when the Lord 
commanis us to ſpeak the Word of life, and you to hear 
the Word of life , come and heare; God can ( and 
ordinarily doth ) ſo work with that Word, that the 
S{ſ 2 hearts 


Chap. 13 


that our | oules live. 


2./ 
' Becarneſt in 
prayer to God, 


o, 


hearts of ſinners ſhall come 1n co Chriſt and live : And therefore 
is the Goſpel called alſo the Ford of Faith, Rom. 10. 8. and 
Faith is ſaid to come by bearing, Faith comes by hearing , and 
bearing by the Word of God, Rom, 10. 17.) Why ?If the Goſpel 
be a word of Faith (that 15) ſuch a Miniſtry by which the Lord 
works Faith in us, then unqueſtionably it is a means by which 
we may be able co hearken and come to Chriſt: For if Faith be 
once wrought in the heart, the ſinner preſently hearkens, and 
willingly comes to Chriſt, and then his ſoul lives. 

2, Be earneſt jn prayer unto God,who hath power over all the 


| hearts of men, I ſay, beſeech him to encline your eare that you 


may hearken unto Jeſus Chriſt, //a. 29. 18. 1» that day ſrall the 
dead hear the words of this book, and the eyes of the blinde ſhall ſee , 
ont of obſcurity, and out of darkneſſe , Iſa. 35.5. The eyes of the 
blinde ſhall be opened, and the eares of the deafe ſhall be unſtopped, 
Ifa. 50.-4. He Wakeneth mine eares to heare as the learned, verſe 
5. The Lord God opened mine eare, and I was not rebellions. It the 
Lord God would once give thee an hearing eare, if he would 
once open thy heart, if he would give thee an heart to hear and 
underſtand, an heart to hear and conſider, an heart to hear and 
perceive his infinite love, his wonderful grace and compaſſion, 
and goodneſle in Chriſt,and thine eternal deliverance and hap- 
pinefſe in cloſing with Chriſt ! If he would give thee an heart 
to diſcerne the death of a dead ſoul,and the life of a living ſoul! 
If he would but undertake to bowe thine own eare, and to per=- 
ſwade thy ſoul, then thou wouldeſt hearken,then thou wouldeſt 


| encline thine care, and come; then chou wouldeſt ſay it is good 


for me ro-come-to Chriſt, and it is beſt for me to come to Chriſt, 
for-then my ſoul ſhall live. 


Ling 
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Two ſorts of wants, 108 
A poor ſinner cannet ſupply 

his own Wants, 108 
No ſupply of wants but in 


and from Chriſt, 119 
Chriſt is able and willing to 
ſupply our wants, 111 


The pritcipal things a ſinner 
wants, 254 
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the Text, | 34 
The ſtreams ef precions Was 
icrs provided for ſinners its 
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why ( brit and the benefi : 
by him are compared to 
water, 36 
why thirſty ſnuers muſt 
cors to theſe waters, 38 
Encouragements for thirſty 
ſtnners to come to theſe was 
[Crs, +3 
How a thirſt J fruner may 
know that he hath drunk of 
theſe watery, 68 
The vertne of theſe waters. 
I 

Isſirattions for ſuch = 
have drunk of theſe waters 


T3 

Comfort for ſach as have 
drunk of theſe waters, 
77 


Way, 


Tolabony in any other way 
for ſalvation then what 
Chrift propotnds is fruit- 
leſſe, 3*8.t9 373 

How it may apfexr we ſet up 

forme other way for ſalvation 

374 

How it may appear we ſet up 
Chriſts way alone for fal- 
vation, | 577 
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The Table, 
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: ' Pages, Pages. 
Willing, There is 4 propenſion in ſin- 
Chriſt # willing to do goed | mersto trade with their 


to finuers, 388, 309 own Works, 265, 266. 
Vill, The Reaſons of it , 267,268 

Six properties of the will | The way of trading with our 
ſhew aman is no refaſer of own Works is impoſſible, 


Chriſt, 308, * P. 269. and contrary,270 
Works. fruitleſs,p.270, Perplex- 

T he folly of tradi1g withowr | ing, yQ271, and perniti- 
ew WOLks, 265 our, 271 
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Books Printed, and are to bee ſold by Adoni- 
ram Byfield, at the Bible in Popes-head 


Alley, neer unto Lambard Street, 


 ' RA Commentary upon the three firſt Chapters of Gexe- 
 &/5, by that Reverend Divine Mr, John white, latc 
Preacher 0it Gods Word, at Dorcheſter in folio, 
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The humbled ſinner reſolved what bee ſhould do to bee 
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of ſalyationto poor ſinners, upon Rev.,3,20, by the ſame. 
Author in 129, 


| A ſhort Catecluſme by the ſame Author, 
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The Reaſons of the Aſlemdly of Divines concerning 
Preibyterial Governments 4*. | 

The Afﬀcmblics larger and leſter Catechiſme, in 4, 

Thetenth Muſe , ſeveral Poems, by Mris. Anne? Brad- 

reat 10 $% Hidden 

Hidden Manna, or the Myſtery of Saving Grace, by 
Mr. wil. Fenner, in 12% | 

| Safe Conduct, or the Saints Guidance to Glory , at the 
Funeral of Mris. Thomaſis Barnardiſton, by \Mr, Ralph 
Robinſon, 42 | | 

The Sts, longing after their heavenly Country, a Sermon 
by the ſame Author in 40. 

A Serman at a Faſtby Mr. Nath Ward: 

A full Diſcovery and Confutation of the wicked and 
damnable DoQtrines of the Qwakers : As allo a plain 
Vindication and Confirmation of ſundry Fundamental 
points of the Chriſtian Religion, denied, or corrupted by 
the enemies of the Truth in theſe times. Whereunto 1s 
annexed an excellent Diſcourſe , proving that 1inging of 
Pſalms is not onely lawful, but an Ordinance of God, by 
Mr. Jonathan Clapham,in 4*®. 

Moſes his Death; opened and applicd in a Sermon at 
Chriſt-Charch, Londen,at the Funeral of Mr. Edward Bright 
Miniſter there, by Mr, Saw-#el Facombe, M. A, Paſtor of 


Mary Woolnoth, London, in 4*, 


A ſhort and plain Catechiſme, inſtructing a Learner of 
Chrilizan Religion, what hee is to belceve, and what 
hee 15 to practice, with the proofs thereof out of the Scrip= 
tures in words at length, 

The Hypocritical Nation deſcribed in a Sermon preach- 
ed at St, aries in Cambridge, upon a day of publike !afe 
ting, withan Epiſtic prefixed by Mr, Samuel Jacombe, 

Sermon of the baptizins of Infants preached in the 
eAbb)C harch at Weſt minjter,by Mr, Stephen Marſhal, in 4*, 

The Unity of rhe Saints with Chriſt tho head, and c{- 
<cially with the Church, the body, with the Duties thence 

arifing, are eadeavouredto bee cleared, tending to hea] 

our rents and diviiions, in a Sermon at the Spittle, by 
Mr. Srexhen Marſhal 1n 4?, | . : 
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; Now-prefent to your view: wha I 

- onee delivered in your hearing. It is 

aſingular advant2pe, that the eye 

-may. {ccondrhe care; mm ſich thirigs 

as way. help tlictou]. -I have deſired toxdogood 
both wayes, not fomuchtearing cenſare;as ftar 
ng ta-edihe. . This, 'may Preach unto ye 

a I cannot, yea , when-Tſhall-beno more: | 
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| fatre ; any | "ol "yi ou Toe been wroupht upon by 
theſe ent; Jealt ts of the Goſpel, which have wWpo- 
ed y0u, I leave it to your ſclves to examine; I 
have only this to ſay, jt was my hearty deſire 
of your eternal happineſle that firſt put meu 
_ on. this Argument in Preaching , and the like 
defire hath engaged me.to -preſene the ſame as. 
gain unto your ſccong. th thonghts: And why. 
ſhould not the lite of your' Fouls be much 1 more - 
-precious in. your fight thenin mine ?” If this ſe- 
condtender of fach gracious offers ſhall finde - 
acceptance with you toa clofing with them, it 
will adde a new life unto your dying friend, 
God hath been pleaſed. in mercy. to lengthen 
out the day otgrace unto you, by the ſucceflt 
an of an able and, faithful Paſtor, who renews 
cth theſe Goſpel offers to you, I beſeech you do 
not give. him.occafion: to complaine thar fach 
precious commoditics do ſtand upon his-hands; 
hat he can bave.no vent, for Grace,nor Goſpel, _. 
nor. Chriſt, nor any thing that is Evangelical” 
Gying : This will provoke.God, either to take 
away his Candleſtick,or.to take away the pow- 
er of his Ordinances, and withdraw his Spirit 
f ia ningny more £ with On 
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be very. fad with any of you, to 
idle in theMarkgt-place &am fure 
| becalled-goan account for it,you cannot fay, 
itis becauſe noman bathhiredns. Think (erioul- 
ly of it, how grievous it will be to any of- you, 
to come a day after the Faire,a day after Grace; 
I beſeech you therefore in the bowels of Jeſus  - 
Chriſt hearken to.the laſt Exhortation,and the 
laſt offer in the Bible, Whoſcever will, let bin: - 
take the water . of life freely ; which that you : 
may. do, ſhall be the earneſt Prayer of - 


- TheContents ofthe Chapters. 


Chap. 1. "F" Hat Feſus Chriſt js very earneſt and. im- 
 * * 'L portunatemith thirſty ſinners. to come an-. 
. 4 . Fobims, | . P3B43* - 
Chap.2.- There are-waters for thirſty ſinners, andevery one 
who is thirſly-may and ought to come to Chriſk, wp.33. 
Chap. 3. The pooreſt inner may come to Chriſt, p.80. 
Chap. 4. The pooreſt ſinner ſhall fare exceeding well if he 
will come to Chriſt and buy of him. P.20I. 3H 
Chap. 5. All the good which ſinners do need,is to be bought - -- 
w Chriſt upon gracious termes, at the cheapeſt rate, at the - "= 
" loweſt-price.” © © = | STE 
Chap. 6. All the goed which.Chrift doth offer , and all the 
gracious termes upen which Giri \ dath offer, are 4 
Jet ſometimes lighted, avd refaſed by ſome finzers. p. — 
: 278 MY 
Chap. 7. Sinners are earneſtly labouring and trading for 
waine and anprofitable things, when and though the great © 
things of Chriſt are gracionſly offered tothem , but this is 
an exceeding folly in them. ©. p3233 
Chap. 8. All thecoſts which men lay ont, and all the pains + 
which they do take, even for ſalvation, from any thing + 
without Chri# or in any other way then Chri(ts way , they- 
are utterly fruitleſs, vain,and loſt. p.361 - 
_ Chap. 9.That Feſus Chrift is pleaſed ſomtimes to renue his BY 
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Chap. 1 I. Thatgs id eillcome fo fe FUMEr'S "oo 
kening and coming unto Chriſt. p.426 


Chap, 12. That there is 4 very field Bleſſings, and 4 
Paradiſe of Delights patty, ſoul that comes in to Chrift 
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Bb, every one that thirfteth, come ye to rhe waters , | and be;that 
p hath no money : come ye, buy and eate, Yea came buy wine, and 
mithe without money, and without price. 
Wherefore ao; ye ſpend money for that which 6. wt-bread, and jour 
_ for that which ſatisfieth not : Hitt, J1gently unto me, ; 
and care, ye that which is good , and let Jour foul. delight it 
ſelf in fatne 6 IE be 
Encline your care , and come nnto-me © heart and Jour ſinl foal _ 
live , and I will make an everlafting C ovenant with Ju» y fven 2 
"oF fore Mercies of David.. 


& Heſe three Verſes contain in them three chings nn - 


vie... .- 
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thirſt) - FY 4 = 


| -" pK cbey s | 
have »6 mane). - 97 
- 26 Thea the invication : (Come yt the w 20s " "I 

ATOELY if ety» Wine.4 etnney Fe rem Al .. — 


7 S 


Wen (OCR 


IE | 
"R5>: bor We 4 4+ 
I Se” % : 
rf , a 


& x: 


47, 3 1 
Ps o 


- 4 £ Po 
& \ X 
n ; Fl SJ, e- Þ 
4 De tw : £* >. 
LET Cone Exh? 
AF 9 » SS. 


$ Fu 5 -4 —— 
= $0” 2s 


<a Po oo TW CONS ©, re 
®: ol = Br 2 ESE — . . . {Is ; 
- ABLASTDS. 24: 3 SHEA <A" EI 
} TE ae ow. 4 __ —_ - "PET? enfpty > 
F a - _= da = bo > = 40 7 RT; Ss 2 Bd $i _ SD ; x | 
"SIS * ">: : . : £43" 4. 
+ F 3 L — BA 
p x oz c w : 8 " 
# : F FS & | fx / : 3 I 
Py = * ot . ry 
b. n eh, - ! , : 
- _ 
——————— 


full good, and here is all ſuitable good.: Waters, for the thirſty, 
R read, for the hungry, Afike, forthe weake , and Wine for the 
ſtrong. Jefus Chriſt is an only good, and he is an uniyerſal good, 

3 The manner of the invitation , and that is fourfo!d, 

t, Earneſt: (Ho,) He that thirſteth, 
2. Serious : (Come, come, come, buy, aud buy.) 
3. General; (E xery one that thirſteth.) "| - Fa 
_ 4+ Gracious: (Buy wine and milke without money and with- 
o#t price.) There is much good:to be had, and ata very 
eaſie rate, Jeſus Chriſt andthe things of Chriſt, they are 
above price, and without price... 5 
2. A complaining expoſtulation(nherfore do you ſpend mony fer 
that which i not bread, and your Leborr for that which ſatisficth not. 

Here you have charged on finners, #3, Their negleR. 2, Their 
folly, God offcrs. unto. them all good , and. freely and which 
would aſſuredly ſaxiate and ſave them, but they paſle it by : and 
fooliſhly purſue lying vanities, feed on husks, fpend themſelves, 
jay out their dayes and ſtrength for that which «- »oe- bread (for 
that which concernes not their eternal life)and for that which /a- 
1: figrh nor (which will never give reſt. nor comfort. 

3. A renewed fo!::itation or entreaty : O how good is God, 
ro offer ſpiritual good to ſinners ! O how patient is Godeven to 
ſinners, who negleR the offers of his Grace 1 O how kinde is 
Sod, to offer. peace and mercy more then once, ta unworthy 
and unkind finners !- He treats with them again{in the latter end 
of the ſecond and third. yerſes): | | 


» 24, of aſt 4 SE fl \ NS bs 2 *Y 2a k : $3 Re ba EE 6 
Es PODETEEES + 7 = BED Ef: SRO BENE 
2, 4a . _ 0 _ o _Y [2 Shop > 0 
$33 


"1 
. 
SZ - 


TY's or they 
affe? whar ſecurity ſhall we bave>-why, 
te evelaing Coven! Wt you ee 
Te - : OR, IT = Ei -4- w —_ F No "Ms BY "4 


w#) IHE 6 « 
y pI 6 s 
0: 0 : 
bs Es, HT —_ was Bhs 2p 4 =” w, © 
-f por” Fn eT — wi ex ab. £3 _ a 7 <7 i 5 Ea" { 
RF. ES $-ns XY A 26 INT 5 OG ESE af re : PR ED 
L oe Jy ty 2 dents 2 -# +> bes Mens BS Soar,” Red, , gb. i... a 
* WSTLs- >. 7 L -—» - Oo.» AT" SE 12's SY n 2 " 
W fd . £4 5 oy z X : 


et 


$5 


% 'S a Is 448; Ea EE nt 


Chapa. Rv 1 Gr Tia + HARE 

| the ſure mercies f David): I wills give you H5 bond for! it; All - 
this which ſhall be as ſurely made good, as the mercies which 1 
performed to my ſervant David. 

Thus you have the Logical diſtribution of thefe three verſes: 
Now follow the Theological Obſervatioos which may be princi- 
pally colle&ed from every of them. 

- From the firſt Verſe there are five obſervable propoſitions, 

I. That Jeſus Chriſt is very earneſt and importunate with 

thirſty ſinners to come unto him, Ho, (ome, come, come. 

2s That there are waters for thirſty ſinners, and every one 'Þ 

thatis thirſty may , and ſhould come unto them , every #2 

* one that thirfteth come 10 the waters. x "1 

3. Thar even the pooreſt finner may, and ſhould come to 
Chriſt; he that hath no money. "2 

4. All foiritual good Comes tO us, when wecome to Chriſt; + as 

bread, and Wine, aud milke. SOÞ. 

5. All the good which poor ſinners need , isto be had from 

Chriſt, upon gracious termes, at the loweſt price, Bay Witho 
out money, and without price, - 

From part of the ſccond verſe , theſe Propoſ itions are ob- ” 
ſervable. X mT 

I. That all the good thar Chriſt doth offer, and all_the graci> oo 
ous termes upon which Chrift doth offcr,are fometimes ſleighted 
and refuſed by ſome ſinners , they ſpend their money for that which 


z not bread. 
- 2, That finners are earneſtly labouring and trading for vaine 
and unprofitable things, when the great thingsof Chriſt are of- . 


fered to them, ſpend their money for that which # not bread.” 

3. All the coſt which men lay out, and all the pains which 
men do take even for ſalvation from any thing befides Chriſt, or 
in any dther way then Chriſts way, are utterly fruicleſſe, vain and 
loſt, they are not bread, and (atufie not. 

From the latter part of the ſecond and third verſe, are theſe 
Propofttions. 

I, That Jeſus Chriſt is pleaſed ſometimes t6 renew his graci- 
ous offers towards them who have refuſed them, Ag ab 

2. That Jeſus Chriſt doth nor onely make þ cious offers, and 
renew ther, but he is alſo very earneſt and imporrunat em / 
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CHAP. "7 


DE 7 Begin with the Geft: di on. from. the TY 
, bk tft: carneft- AER a>}, - verſe, which is this, 
Seſſe with thir- DR FRIED That Jeſm Chriſt very earneſt*and impore 
S&H JORLy 7urate With thirfly firneners to come unto bry. 
l Two paſſages. in the Very text do ' cleare 
this.” 

x x; That particle (Hs,) which ſignifies an 
extignatjed; a crying out, ſuch a noi'e purpoſcly made, char men. 
ſhould rake notice ſpecial notice of -2 buſineſſe; a loud cry, to. 
aoakevs to a ſpecial attention, and regard. 

-.:26;The multiplication. of che Call, Come, Come, John 7, 
Ye In thelaſt- \2ay that great day of the. feaſt, Peſus; 'Haod, and cry- 
d,. ſaying, It ; any.man thirſt, let. him, come wo. me. and drink; So. 
2.17, Let him. that # athirſt ow 
bet orck you have any. perſons; (expre ely): momioncd in Scripe- 
Wat Theſe are;che ago thatare (chiefly) concerned either in 
command, 'brin V3 Feet 4 OT in: : Promife, or in an invi- 


Foie oheioger thi a aſſertion, there are three things unto. _ - 
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ing, and ly - gotde Na egkt re hoon 
-+ ina min.tbus aall ever ievin f «(di 
ferenceto ſp ritual obfeRen an mh evg , CI STIREY thirſt, 
ly athirſt in- rocorporal objects; -* 2 
1. Emproneſſe: Naturatthirſt foiwesfro n-emprine 
what is cold and moiſt: Hewhd is ſpiricuallyreht 
is ſpiritually empry.; He-wants a:Chriſt, and: ww 
God, Pardoninz Merrie, Renewing Grace, Comfort;Joy; Peact; 
all-: Pant was empty, 1n me there dwells no: good: The Phariſee | E | 
was full, but the Publican was empty ; God-be merciful to me @ 2% 2 
founer. FI 
, 2. Exquiſite. ſence Even a.very painful fence; Thirſt i is al- 2: 
wayes accompanied with feeling and pain : The veines. do ſo Exquiſire ſe 
lack, and pull, and dia », for cooling and moiſtning;that the ſto- 
mack | is exceedingly ſenſible, and-pained, and ditreſſed. So he _ 
fois 1; pays, pur he is very ſenſible of -his-ſpiritaal-wants, ; 
painfully ſen no reſt nor quietin-that condition : And ther- AF + 
foreheis ſaid. ro.-be-heavie ladens, and his ſoul (may times) is. —: OG 
rea yrofaine: and faile withinhim :fy- »ſewl fainterbffar thy ſal- . 
v4tion , mine ejes. 'faile For Yor; Wand; ſaying. when Roſh then; com> —_ 
" fort me, Plalat 1g. $&, $2: a FI Y Y 7oN 
© 3! Prombiay cares avd chomghasi | Thi caiſerh thoughts, and 4. 
confines the thoughts: Ail a mansthoughts i in'fach acofidition, Pecul ar cares 
they are for water, to-c9ol-and refreſh him: Give mw Water: t0.091 thong TE 
drink, faidthe thirſty Ifraclites. to Adeſes, So when one is ſpi- 
rituslly athirit, all the thoughts-and.cares of his ſoul kn be 
venly things ;- 'How he ſhould ger-Chriſt; and: _m— may be de«__ 
livered our: of a Wretched condiciov, :ahd be 
may be pacificd, and how his por ſoulmayt ſave 
7 Woe x we M2 'AQs Ag 5 er ne all*1 dot 
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dren, and our cattle With thirſt? Aman cannot well bear the in- 
Jury done to his name; the wound that is bleeding inhis conſci- 
«ence, tor the thirſt that lies upon his ſpiric,- Give me chilgren or 
-elſe I die, faid Rachel, 'O Lord give me Chriſt, fhew me mercy; 
look gractouſly-on-my ſoul, I cannot live without life, Thy: fa- 
-vour 1s life, and thy Chriſt is life, [udg. 18. 24, Aicah ſaid, ye 
have taken aWay my pods, and my Prieſt, and what have I more? 
and What 7 this that you ſay unto mt, what aileſk thou f (0 
- faichthe thirſty ſoul. | tn | 
5s. Vebemency of deſire: Weſay that hunger and thirſt are the 
of ſtrongeſt of natural apperites, for-by them our nafvre 'pacs our 
allher ſtrength forher:preſervation when it is extremely ftreic- 
encd : A man whois ſpiritually athirit, bis deſires after the things 
of Chriſt are not flat; and low, and dull, buthigh,and ſtrong,and 
fervent, P/al. 42.1; As the Hart panteth aftcr the water« brooks, 
ſo panteth my ſoul after thee oh Lord. Verſe 2. dy ſoul thirſt- 
eth for God , for the living God, when (hall I come and appear 
before God , yea What wehement- deſire? 2 Cor. 7.11. this is a 
kinde of violent motion : Deſire at the utmoſt; P/al. 1 19. 10, 
with my whole beart have 1 ſowght thee ; this is expreſſed by 
longi:zg, Pſal. 107, 9. he ſatufierh the longing ſoul, 
6. Diligent endeavour : 'The manthatisathirſt, cries out for 


Piligent endea- grink, and runnes out for: water (Their Nebles have ſent their 


little ones to the waters: They came to the pits, and found v0 
water, 6. Jer. 14 3.) Hethat is athirſt runnes up and down, 
digs in'one place, and tries in anotherplace that he' may finde 
water to refreſh him, 1/atah 41: 17.” Fhen the poor and needy (eek. 
water, So he who is ſpiritually atbirſt, he is longing, and he is 
complaining, and he'iis ating, and Jabouring, and trying at eve- 
ry pit; at every Well; at every Ordinance; be will pray, and read, 
and acar, and confer: he is'at every poole, he isin every way of 
God, if ſo'be at length he may meetwith, and drink of the water 
of life. As the Church, Cane. 3.1 1 ſorght bim whom my [out 
 toverh, 1 ſought him, but I found. him not,” Verle 2:1 will viſe 
d go -abour-thr (ity , in the ſtreets, af in the broad wajes, 
ſeek im wlout my: foul lovers, 
oo LE Ne Ti 
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get water, delay doth buc increaſe the:thirſt the more :4r mill foci 
not:be quenched by any.ching you ſay or offer, ſtill -the appetice. £1ibing- 
]0es'0n and provokes-youz'So he. who, is ſpiritually athirſt, his : bh 
defires after heavenly things, are fixed, and ſeried;and conſtant ; E he 
they wi!l anddo continue until the-ſonb can.come ro drink of ſpi- Fn 
ritual waters. og ſarisfie and quiet, and put an end: > "l 
eo this thirſt, bur; Jeſus Chriſt, but metcie and grace obtained and =. 
enjoyned ; {Wil not let thee go (aid Jacob) except” thiy- 
bleſſe me, 'Gen:. 32.:26; Our .eyer wait upon the Lord our 
God rentil that be have mercie. po ut, Plal. 123-2: You: od 
of blinde Bartemens, who was fo deſirous: of fight , though they 
bid him hold his pence, yet bewoulTnox, but cried out the tare, 
Teſms_thon $ f-David, bave mircie onme,&c. $9, 0: 
Thus you 5 op whartis meant-by him that.thieſterh; Namely any 
ſinner throughly ſenſible-of: bis ſpicitual-wants, and earneſt-. 
ly avd conſtangly longing after:the waters of life : And this is the - 
ſinner co whom Chriſt faith, Re every one! that 45 wigs. "e 
him c:me t0 ths watere 


SECT. I, 


Wi is Chriſt ſo earneſt wich bk fouls to come anto > Queſt: 2: 

him, &c ? Tie Y 
Becauſe. + ;- Lock PEAS» Seb, »Þ £ 
1. There Are. #0 ſinners which ds -y more encouragement t t6-Reaſon' Ie 17 I 

come wnte:Ghriſts thenthele whoiare. rightly and peintully; ate Our —_ 

lible of their Ipwicual-condicionand-wants.. . -.-. "8 
Firſt, No per ſons in the world are /o ſenſible of their fame, "OY 

a6 thelenony of Gods 6p | "x 
Secondly, No perſons are /o brokes:in conſeience axtheſcar, + 

that feele { t heavie burdens. WT uy 3 ws phe: s” 4 


Thirdly, No perſons have /wch BAY rake of anbileeving fort; . 
and doubts, as theſe have. 
good 


Fourthly, no-perſons are more apt ſolemnly to dipmeths 
tions of Sk FO, Sepaale on 3 mlhade and. incap citie - 


w4-of Chryſt, the intent of his promiſes, the articles, and: 


Taontineſſron pore. | 5 
OO *s, No perſons are are toe ”; Ie ſoxe lin of $4- 
Sy” Moc To have verie hardil $teof Gods mercy andJove, and 
ro look only ontheJull 
as if _cheir life-were-be rnd F 
that Chriſt” is fo earneſt þ 


ho : SN {7 A Tele: 3 =» 
-N "SES y renter 
bits comps Nuns infortul df-ghty 


eaſed ſouls, which if Chrifh#ips.nor, w 
thirſt" As Hagar: "cal. wy ern! TOR VEGTCT 
Ao had not phys Gere na ll of: 


*Beſides, this: Py aa m—_———_ fs 2 RE 
Chriſt r0 be faithſul-to performs the tran A 
noinzed, which was; 1jaiab 611; To pr ab. go pig cake 


meek 1 to bind” wp. a SA onda, i . proct _ tiberty to the 
14-ro-fill-the ' hungry," and to {artate- the chintly- and 
weary ID Chriſt was anoir <d-t0 ” Gil the hungry, to fati- 
ate the weary, to refreſtytherthiglty 5- CIeTTOny not a ſpul- (hull 
be. loſt by any negle&on Chryiſts. <p 
. 25, And who ſo fit t6.comEto and to:the waters” 'by 
Chriſt; as chirſty ſinners? The Nl foul iſeth che h 
” any bitis hea wan phe Wellges: water. re'n 
, e's 5 petri gs "HHles of wate is pr 


Chriſtis as readyfor him; he hat izarbirſt, is willing, and Jeſt 
Chriſt-beforehand ferro SE Arle oniantgi 
LY m_ water nf Sorta 
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SECT. 11k. 'Þ 
7 Oa ſee bere, that the importunate--commands., and the 
Y 4 proclamation isto the thirſty (Ho, every 0ne that ie 
thirſt, let him come) O what a mercie is this co have the voice 
of mercie.; Nay, to bavye the call of mercie, the invitation, the 


eardeſt invitation of mercie! What confidence may a poor 
ſonal gather fcom this, thac Jeſus Chriſt callsir by name ? andis 
ſo importunate with it to come unto him, and-provides waters 
of life for- it- 2. What: kindneſſe and. tenderneſſe is there: in - 
Chriſt chat be takes notice of our wants, and of our very de- | 
ſires, and is ſg.gracioully ready to encourage and. help the thir- þ 
Kyſinner.. | RT” Se 
In the fir{tgſace therefore, let us examine. our ſclves whes 
ther we be (pigſtually chirſty (inners, yea-or no. You ſee bere is a "I 
KK Pcoclamation tout for you, and here is an invitation:of.you - 


co come unto The waters, T” We 
There are three forts-of. ſinners ; e »*.:Three ſorts of 7 
r.-Some who are not thirſty at all. - © LORy fonuers. & 
2. Some who think they are ſpiritually thirſty, but they ace | "mY 
nottruly ſo. | | | _— 


3. Some who are really thirſty, bur think they are not fo, in 


FT: 
ol 


like Laodicoa, that was rich and increaſed, and bad need of *e- py ſaute > | 


— "ih > "3,0 Y 
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and ſeeno need of a Chriſt, of mercie, of renewing grace, they.” 
"4 can nake their own peace, and never want Chriſt nor Faith. A .. "_ 


Fooritons nakedneſſe and wretchedpeſle, they never werethirſty 


2, Careleſſe and. reghgent ſmers, who come not to the *- © 
Wells of ſalvation, who regard ade the waters of life;who wak® carci.qe DN 


We 5; x . : 7 ; 
If : ; - LI > anS 
Who mA I : L "OOF © Mr: - hat... +. : 
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which are the very conduits of heavEn, which carry all the Wa- 
rers of life, and yet chey paſſe them by, minde themnor,. 
chem nor, theſe are not thirſty, If a wan were indeed athirft, 
every drop of water would be precious unto him, and if he 
came unto the ſprings, he would drink and{bleſſe his God : fo 
if men were. indeed ſpiritually athicſt, the waters of life would 
; be not ſlighted , diſregarded, 
Wo -3 3> Men of eager deſires after the world, who are thirflic for 
FE. IZ f hey oub warldla things, (who will ſhew ws any geod?Plal, 4.6.) whoſe hearts 
= World. arc ſer on tbings below, their grear deſires are to berrich and 
: great intheworld,. Why ; 2 Asit ivimpoſliblets love God,and 
ic love the world: (if any war love the World; t | 
Father. '#4 not in bim, 1John 2-15.) Soit is imp 
for Chriſt, and co thirſtforthe world, - That yur 
thirſted ſo much after the world; he did not, neitie 
thirſt afcer Chriſt, All the ſoul is taken vp withthat 
the foul doth thirſt; And therefore if your hearts are thirſting, 
if” inſatiably let out "and longing for earthly things, there is no 
thirſting afcer Chriſt.. 1.. Som? complain of too much water. - 
2- Strive to ſtop the Springsand Wells, refuſe todrink of the 
waters of life freely offered, becauſe their geſires are carried af- 
ter worldiythings.  - 
Sz 4; 4: (onterners and reſuſers of the waters of life: Chriſt is 
” Contemucrs of Offered, and mercy is offcred,and ny ard life i is offered,and 
> rhe waters s Pat refuſe i kf, 
- life. - | There are ſome-who think that hey: are firitnall athirR, 
Ws 2 k wt ready: they are not : they are ina dream that they arc hun- 
we Tout 69 7 gry, and when they are awakened, their ſoul is empty: And'in 
d ws, 3 dream that they ace: thirſty, but when they arc awakened, 
their foul bath-no appetite; as thole, fa. 29.'8. 
There are four ſortsof men who o= ov themſelves about this 
3 ſpiricaal chicft. 4+ 
4 Y x; - I, Such as have only: 4 natwral.gr occaſional defivet of "good binge, 
® Fuch who have 3tn ſermon, inc nce,Þlfin afickneſle, in a danger, in feares * 
© oncly 4 naura Of lafſe, and of death : : Then Let ops their ſinnes, and defire 
; -- or occaſions 4c- a, Chrift ;to-ſaveitbons, tomake their peace, to get God recon- 
| . fre: wp  <iled, Ice grir we ou hey! laſt n bee Kre hoe 
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[ke 4 natural chirſt which ſtill-hojds on; andincreaſeth, change- | 
able defires are falſe, Not Chriſt, but themſelves deſired, a E. --. 
2... Such Whoſe deſires are very low and weak: Nothing in, , whoſe oh 
compariſon to-earthly thingss faint apd indifferent ; and can' /,es arc tow ant 
live well enough without Chriſt, or grace, 8c, Pray, as if they weak, =" 
prayed nor, ſeek, as if chey ſought nor, notpreſlingand inſiſt. 3 
ing with God ; not wreſtling and ftriving with kim. Are thir- 
ty men indifferent for water. | 2-4 
3. Such who are frequent in complaints, but nothing in en- 


deavour : complain of hard hearts,and unbeleeving hearrs,and Such wy fre 
dutl-hearts, and mindlefle hearts, to a Miviſter;to a friend, &c. quent in com-** 
Bur never put out themſelves, lie not at the Poole, never ftirre _ nothing,” 
- their hearts, never improve opportunities of grace for Chriſt, *" #*4#%% "= 

for help and ſtrength : do thirſty men do this, Prov. 13. 14 ? 
be ſoul of the fluggard defreth, and hath nothing, Prov. 21. 
25. The deſiraof the ſlothful killeth him, for his bandi refaſe 
to labour : thow thinkeſt thou ſhalt be ſaved becauſe thoy de- 
ſiceſt Chriſt, &c. but this will-deceive thee, becauſe thou labour- 
eſt nor, | | 

4. Such who can be ſatufied Without ſpiritual waters : you 16.oJ 
have ſome men that ſometimes ſeemeto be carneſt for heaven, 4 3 


and the things of heaven, for Chriſt and the things of Chriſt, £* wy be us 
they cry out, and they enquire, and conſult what ſhall we do to Jeng EY 
be ſaved ? They are importunate in prayer for Chriſt, and for p  -{a5Y 
mercy,&c. - And ona ſudden all theſe troubles.enquiries, and Fee 
pains are ſilenced , and compoſed and gone! Bur how come 
they to be ſo? Have they got poſſeſſion of Chriſt > No : Poſ- 
ſeſlion of mercy? No : Poſſeffion of Gods favour > No: Poſ- 
ſcfion of renewing grace? No: What is the ciuſe then of 
chis quietneſſe ? ſurely. their troubliog conſciences. are ow 
grown quiet conſciences.' The guilt of their fins ceaſeth co- 
wound and vex them for awhile,and therfore their diſtreſſes are 
at an end, No-more need or uſe of Chriſt, Asthe ſea, though 
ic be the ſea-ſtil,it doth not rage ſtil, becauſe the wind #nd ſtorm ' 
- do not blow ſtill: and by this it appears thar" they are-not in= - © 3 
decd ſpiritually athirſt : for, as, if a"man' be really athir(ſt; no- — 
thing ſtills and quiets thar-sppetite; but water; ſoif © man 
were indeed ſpiritually athirſt, ng Ar fill, ſatisfie, con- _ 
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cent and quiet bis foul but the waters of life,nothing but Chriſt, 
«25 | nothing buc Gods favour. MN, + 
= 36 3. There are ſome who are really athirſt ; therejs in them - 
ET realy , ſpiritual chirſt indeeg. . Now.there are ſixe ſlignes or eviden-- 
| _- ener of ſpiri. CENCEs Of a really ſpiricual thirſt. | | ot 
= tual thirft,  - t, If one be indeed ſpiritually achirſt, 7: he Water of Tiſe 
EEE I. ' 4 wery precious to him: that man hath high thoughts indeed'of 
& The Waters of Chriſt , he under-values all other things, and ſoperlatively'va- 
He wilt be pre*'1es Chriſt, prizes Chriſt above all, and will pare with all for 
. a Chriſt, Cant, 5. 16. 1y beloved #4 the chiefeſt among ten thoa- 
[and; verſe 16. He # altogether lovely and defirom.. Phil. 3. 8, 
1 count all things but bf for the exceenty of the” knoWledge - 
of Jeſus (byift my Lord; I do count thew but dong that 7 
" may win { brift. | 5p 
Verſe 9. And be found in him, See the like in D avid, Pſal. 

73-25: Whom bave | in heaven but thee, and there #4 none wp- 
91 the earth that T deſire beſides thee. 2 

Bal. 4. 6 There be mary that ſay who Will fbew any good > 
Lord lift thou np the light of thy countenance upon wn. 
= Pſal. 63.1. O Lord thow art my God, early will I ſcek thee, 
EO wy ſoul thirfteth for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee, 
EF y Verſe 3. Becanſe thy lomng kindmſſe"s better then life. 
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bp” : | Why,when a man is thirſty indeed,nothing is of that eſteem 
Ez with him as water > His.gold, and: filver, and lands, and houſe 


ſhall go for water, to quench his thirſt ; ſo be that is ſpiritually 
athicſt, he hath that high eſteeme of Chriſt, and Divine fa.. 
vour, all are nothing to them, and all ſhall be forſaken which 
are inconſiſtent with them : He willcome up to the price, as he 
in the Goſpel, /enld all, ard bonght the pearl:  _ | 
_—- 2. If a manbe indeed ſpiritually 'athirſt, he: water: of life 
7 The water of: 7, pleaſant to bim;above all other, and refreſting of him, The 
NR} Goſpel is a ſweet ſavour, EE is fweet, and pleaſant. 

You read of Sampſon, that when he was ready to die for 
thirſt, God clave. an bollow place in the jaw of that bone which 
be hal, and there tame. water thereout ; and when he bad 
drank, bis fpirit came again, wherefore he called the name 
thereof }Enbaggore (that is) the Fountain or Well-of bim that 
called or cried, Judg. 15+ 18,19. So when. « perſon is indeed 
g's) 1-2 | 2a Si 9 TRNGU- 


þ 


OE, Yan £5 
tht ou - 
x e £28 1 ! : 
OS LT. TERS © ; * 
wn : : FECT » 2a yy TORO - J 
4 iy 3 27» 508 "4. =. Ta pers 6 "> \ P 4 2 
pRB, S590 ME WT ID IS 4 IIS « ' SS FOOT =, > { 3 
7 UPI Do ES $2.4. 7 So ee ERER o abe Te y 
S; PS ne” er * - MEIP Et” tothe Su MY Ea Ny <> Ee % et ee IEEE 0s 8 {II | 
x TOY ew, <Y n . ey - b S 4" L) ” " 20 ng er LS x bo Or 4 
: y A IS. = ES 4; Mo OS OE -d ; a 3s ; 
o - ” > wt" 4 3 RE Er Wot Pan og yep Bs vt 4x. + %8 
0K, BR: * 3 _— £ 
AT 0 *: 


SERIS ot 
£ NE ON SB 


RE F 
ASS ; 
a6 IE I 
S pA wx 
S L rs a” %. 
I; -w=F % 
7'©Þ #®, 
Fs. 


be IT» 


% . h 
Bp el SS 
Va -2 


PS. Is , 
"I " ; 


6 


: Y 


: - I” - 
k MK. =” © 5 et . 
J K.5 + 2.. <IX.' Udine {2 
+ 


Is.” _ eons Os >, _ 
really-arhirſt, and 
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to drink of the water of that Rock: Which # Chriſt; when God © 
anſwers his deſires (T here .is'the. Chriſt, There is the mercy, - 


there is the.peace which you baveſo thirſed after;}O how ſweer 
is Chriſt to this chirſty {cul !1Howſweet is that mercy, and that 
peacesto his taſte ſweetcr then the honey and the honey-comb. 
This.time he wili:never forget, P/a/. 13. 5.1 have iruſted in 
-WErcy , 19% .beart ſaall rejoyce in thy fſaluatios. Verſe 6. 
1 will fing una. the Lord, becanſe h: bath dealt bountiful'y 
wich me, Plal: 63.5. /4y ſont ſhall be ſatufied 4s with marrow, 
Sa the Church, which after .a}l her longing, znd.enquiriog, at 
length be fend bim whom her foul loved? Why? faith ſhe, 
1 keld bim faſt, and would nd let him 'go,Cant-3:4. O firs! 
others-make nothing of Divine favour, of Chriſt, of the Go» 
ſpe}, of the Ordinances of Chriſt,they-have-no. rejiſh nog ſa- 
*yourto them or with them, but all theſe have a pleaſant taſte , 
giveout a molt ſweercontent to a thirſting ſou}: .Chrift Jeſus 
and mercy is precious; the rejoycing of their hearts. As the 
oreat Prince who drank but ordinary comman puddle water, 
"when he was greatly athirſt, profeſſed that he:never drank wa» 
ter nor wine more pleaſing unto bim before: ſo Chriſt, and 
the Ordinances. of Chriſt, and anſwers of Grace, and peace 
from Chriſt, they are the rejoycing 07 the ſoul, the life of the 
ſoul,the onely pleaſing pleaſures and refreſhings. of the ſoul of 
every one, who isYindeed ſpiriually athirſt. 
3-. If .aman be indeed ſpiritually athirſt, he & bambly thank» 


fall for the very drops of the water of life. © As if one were indeed ;, ;, handy 
naturally athirſt, and you give him but one cup of cold water? ;hankful for bes. 
why, he hanks you, and bleſſes you; And 1 ſhall remember this drops of 3his«,5 
kindnefle of yours.(faith he)-as long as. I live. So isit if one #40» - 


be indeed ſpiritually athirſt, he is exceeding humble, and. tie -is 
exceeding thankful, The dogges: eate the crumbs Which: fall 
from their maſters table... She would be chankful for-onz crumb 
of mercy in like manner; /iF the Lordpgive! in-butone glimpſe 
of his favour, but one beam of Chriſt, never. ſo licrle of Chicſt, 


never ſo little of Faith, :never ſo lictle of mercy « Nay, were it. - 


bur any good hope of theſe; the: thirſty ſoul is thankful, and 
bleflech God who-begins to opea the fountain, who-begins. 
-with dropsof favour and grace. 2: he If 
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neſt, yet he is 


performed for to enjoy Chriſt, He reſts not in Ordinances nor | 


5. If a man be indeed ſpiritually. athirſt, « 1;:1le will not 


© little will n0t (yffice him: @ little water will not ſuffice when one is thirſty, 


ffice bim. 


2 
T - 4 


{ this life will not ſatisfie us untill we enjoy himſclfin-perfe&t 


bur char little makes the man ro [anguiſh for more. A Chriſtian 
thinks, could 1 but get ſome bope that God would be my God, 
that mercy ſhould be mine, thac Chriſt wonld be mine;lI ſhould 
then be at reſt ; But when he hath gotthoſe hopes, he is not 
at reſt: O but could I yet have an enjoyment of God in Chriſt, 
then I ſhould be ſatisfied ; And when he hath got that, he is 
not yetat reſt ; But could: take but faſt hold of Chriſt ; But 
could Ibe affured that Chriſt were my Chriſt: Neither yet is 
he fatisfied, but could I be fully aſſured ; nor in this doth he 
reſt : But might I for eyer be affured ! But might I fully enjoy 
Chriſt alone But might I be with my Chriſt in heaven. O firs: 
The ſpiritually thirſty ſoul js never ſatisfied. with that which ſa- 
tisfies, until it can fully enjoy that wiich ſatisfies : One ſweet 
taſte begets the deſire of- another ; and-that another. Pax! 


- faith 7 have not yet attained, Grace, more Grace,norall Grace 


will not ſatisfie it, till all Grace be turned intoGlory. Any 
being in Chriſt, afſurance of being in Chriſt, growing'in Chriſt, 


. all this will nor ſatisfie till we come to be with 'Chriſt for ever 
in heaven: And all that God gives and manifeſts of himſelf in 
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07 Tf En EY 
util he ay drink of the waters" of Ie, Þ Plat: 
ſoul longath for thy ſalvation.” Verle $2. Mine yer Fa 
thy word, [aying, When wilt rbos- comfort me > 
P/al. 6. 2s ve mercy apou me, 0 Lord, for 1 am 4: | 
O Lord tlnale me, for my bones are wexed: \ Verſe 3. My font: 
alſo is fore vexed: But thou O Lord , how long ? The poor . 
thirſty ſinger goes from one Ordinance unto another ,' from | 
one Well unto another ;” and-if the water come not out;, be - 1. 
s0es home = fighs, and weeps, and cries out, as David,Pfal. | — 
13-1, How ton eng wile thow forget me, 0 Lord, for ever? How _ " 
long wilt thou _bide thy face from me? vere: 2. How lon 
ſhall 1 takes connſel in my ſoul? baving ſorrow in my heart. bo 
Hethinks every hour a week, and every day ayear ; # nd till * 
he attends, and ſtill he prayes. O that God. would how me 4 #8 
mercy, O'that God would give me Chriſt, O that God would - 
aive mean anſwer of peace; O when will-God deal merciful- * 
ly wich my ſoul? when ſhall my defires be anſwered? when . 
ſhall my wuging, Wirſtyoul be ſatisfied If 27 


end My 
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| bo isa word of _— unto | all dares thify FI _ A $ k. 4 
this day :- There be * four comforts which may refrefh >" 


 yourſouls.  _- : Four _ 
I, The ways vpen to Cri, and you are on the way" to *—; 
him: you areQbrifts commiſſion : you ſee you may come "_—_ TAs 


6 the NAſm | , es driok : you _— —_ whor om Chriſt: 


i You have that held out unto _ 26 may barmrghs 7 = 
yow' to come to Chriſt: Mark, how he provides waters for you, Tou:bave -, 7Y 
and mark how earneſtly he invites you : and mark how graci-jexcourigenewts * 
ouſly he encouragerh- you. to come { 398 drink, comes | take * ae 

the water of life freely. RE SES” A 


2; 
OE. 


$60 ; oat 
M - ; C - 4 T. . FLY 
bi al SEES» Jim ial oP : 4 
a ES. +7 PREY tay 
ba, P y ge _ IF 8 4 £ 
he 


OO 4 NE VE " © ; ». :; __ 
3 - "Irie a vob hoe innin rs Piriewal life in you : : This 
wp ever thir comes: from foiritinl w7 although you know'ir not. 
10g: drirual . "The ethirſtings are nothing elſe but: the longings of precious 
-- Ea ſe A fairkn within your heart: Ar new-borne babes. Aefire rhe ſincere 
Sj 3 emitke of the Word, &-c. 1 Pet. 2. 2. The little living babe de- 
fires the breaſt, and did it not live, it -could.nor fo'defire the 
breaſt. True grace lives in deſire and thirſtiogs for grace, and. 
ſo'doth true faith in chirſting for Cy as well as in reJoycing 
inChrift, : . 
4. #14. Tour thirflings are 'mot in waine: Thereare waters -for 
A pee at you, and Shot yer ro fill.you, and you ſhall bave them : 
we Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt after righteouſueſſe, for 
E b | they fall be filled, Marth. 5.6 Here are four ſweet comforts 
bs > for youin this one verſe, youre bleſſed who do thirſt, every 
2 - one char thirſts is blefſed, you haye a promiſe that yot ſhall be 
B filled, not ſup, orcaſts, bar be filled ; and Chriſt bun{elf -pro-. 
_  - 5 nounceth this bleſſing, and gives you chie promiſe, He who is 
&F Truth icfelf, the wen, and in Whom all the promiſes ate;Tes 
'. | - ard Amen. You arcin a bleſſed condition for the-preſent, nd 
you are afſured of filling and fatisfying for the future ; As Da- 
yo: vid ſpake of truſting, that ſay I of thirſting, P/al. 35. 8. They 
0  Bball be abundantly ſatirfied with the fulneſſe of thy bouſe, and 
g thoi ſhalt make them drink of the river of thy pleaſare. 
—- Objet, | Buthereic isobjeced by ſome tender and doubting ſouls; - 
&  _- Theſecomforts belong not untovs,,  becauſeour thicſtings are 
-- not right thirſtings : Why ſo?- for,-... h 
= fn 7, They are not ſtrong and earneſt deſires. 
We ..2. They are not ſo ychement as heretoforel- INS 
3- Somerimes they are ſtrong and bigh,but man times they 
are So weak and low, and faint. 9. 
4. God as yet hath not anſwered us in ſmislying c our ſogls, 
whe he would do, if fo be our tbirſting deſires were ri 
5. However the anſwers are ſo lictle; that our thirſtings till 
abide wich us. 
: =, I ſhall endeavour briefly to ſay a few things fo theſe ſcru- 
\  .Obzeft.1. ES. + 
>, Our thirftinge - You {ay that your thirſtings are not right ſpiritual chirſt« 
+, "we nor =Þ ings, +a are not frovg, and earneſt, for io are ſpicicos! 
To | 
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7. If this be realy /o, then thy thirſiings are not right; —I. * 22 
for there is alwayes ſirengeh and ciarddithets abidefices in Ipi- 6 this be realty 
ritual ehirſts: ſpiritual chirſts are not lazie wiſhes, nor indiffe- 1?» #7 CHPr i 
rent, formal, lukewarme requeſts ; there is alwayes an edge ,j2;., 
upon that ſpiritual appetite, which we call chirſtiog,” Br 
2, But perhaps you are miſtaken : whatſoever your pre- 2... -- 
| ſent opinionis of your ſelf; if yet three things may be found #/ my know 
in your ſoul,aſſuredly you arecome unto this ſpiritual thirſtiog. _ hes are "i 
t, If the greatefF wants be ſpirinual wants; Lord God what "On "X'Þ 
wilt thu give me ſeeing I go childleſſe? (aid Abraham, Gen. 1; 
15.2. So Lord what availes me all the world,ſeeing I go Chriſt- w.ncs be-ſpiri» 
eſe No want to me like the want of thy ſelf, and of thy ru wane. 7 
Chriſt. | , | : > 
* 2. If you will nat be devied:1 will not let thee go except thow . $A 
bleſſe me, Gen. 32. 26. This ſhewed that Jacobs deſires was If you will nos, .. © 
ſtrong and earneſt : Let me «lone ſaid God ro Moſer, but Ao be denicd, © 
ſes would not ler him alone, Exod. 32,10. This fhewed his de- 4 
fire to be ſtrong and earneſt, The Woman of Canaan, who re- 
newed and zcinforced her requeſt to requeſt; after filence, and 
after diſcouragements, that ſhewed her deſires to be very {tron 
and earneſt; Why ? If it be thas with yon, chat you edge, 
do keep up your ſuit with God, you keep nor ſilence, nor give 
bim noreſt, ſtill-your deſires are before him ; There is not. a 
day but you are crying out, Lord help me; Lord hear me, Lord 
give me Chriſt ! Why hideft chou'thy face, hear, and hearken, 
make thy face to ſhine upon my ſoul for the Lords fake. | 
Aſlaredly this is thirſting,here are irong and earneſt deſires. ER ge, 
" 3. If you Tie ftill at the Poole: If you be till waiting and 1f youlic fit” 
expeRing ; If you ſtill come to the Wells of warer, hearkning ** Poole. |. > 
what Ggd the Lord will ſpeak unto you; when he willanſwer -* 
the deſires of y« ur ſou's : when you attend him ac every dore, 
and in every going forth of his Spirit in every Ordinance of. 
Chriſt,and Grace, and Mercy,. Now is it not thus with you? 
Have you no wan*s upon you, no ſpecial wants? And are not 
thoſe your ſpiritual wants? And do you not make to God for 
this ſupply > will you be denied? can you be fo contented > _ 
Are you not ſtill wanting, and looking up,and hearkning. - ,: — - 
| P j 2.->But . 
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þ Diſtinguiſh be- Legal thuſt and Evangelical thirſt. 


bY. 97 be Legal thirſts, are thoſe vehement and paſſionate deſires 
b-/ Legal thirſts. uT gal thi ſts, P fires, 
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= ; : q abje 4 4 FR 2 of Chap's 
2. 0bjeft. Bat oar deſires and thirſts beretofore have been exceeding ye- 
= Their dcfres are bzyent  O, what ſfupphcations and Rtrongecries,and teares,and 
nar ſo vebement grceſtlings ! Burthus it.is not with us.at preſent; and vaniſhing 


*  thirſts are no eruechirſts. - ,_ 
Sol, Janſwer ſeveral things to this. | 
1. Yowmuſt diſtinguiſh (if I may ſo expreſſe my ſel') twixe 


raiſed in a finner from the exquiſite ſenſe of guilt and wrath in 
the conſcience, and they are like the thirſts of a mah ina Fever, 
very violent and impatient : O, this finner cries ont for Chriſt 
and mercy,l cannot be eaſed without them,and I ſhall. be damn- 
ed if Ihaye them nor. | 
The Zvangelical thirſts, are ſtrong and ſerious defires, and 
theſe are raiſed by faith, and grounded upon the promiſes :. and 
theſe are like the thirſts of a man in health, which are fervent, 
but. not ſo turbulent, becauſe he knowes where watersareto | 
queuch. his thirſt. Perhaps heretofore thy thirſts were onely 
Icgal thirſts, thirſts onely of anguiſhed conſcience, thirſts onely 
for eaſe (thou waſt in a feaver, thou waſt on the rack) and thou 
waſt earneſt for Chriſt and Mercy ; but all theſe came from ſelf- 
love:And indeed thon didſt look on theſe only'as means of pre- 
fn eaſe, not as cores of thy ſinful condition, but only as helps 
out of thy anguiſhed condition, - But are there not now in thee 
other thirſts, Evangelical thirſts,esrneſt deſires after Chriſt and 
the things of Chriſt, from a clearer manifeſtation of the exce]- 
lencies of Chrift, and of the riches of Grace in Chrift ? and of 
the promiſes to give theſe to the ſoul that ſeeks chem early and 
diligently. If chere may be found in you, althouga they have 
not inthcm ſo mach turbulency and. ſenfible vehemency, yer 
they are the beſt kinde of ſpiritual chirfts in: their natage , and 
in their end ; theſe come from a principle of life, arid theſe car- 
xy you out to Chriſt himſelf for himſelf. 


4 . 2+, That our thirſts.are nor ſuch as heretofore, this may ariſe 
Decay of ſpiri- Either from, 1. A reakdecay and diſtemper. 2, Or'particu- 
zua thirft, ma; lar- anſwer. 3. Or neceflity of 2 progreſle to fuller enjoy- 
ariſe, from ments. oo : : 

maid , - x. Sometimes or ffiritual thirſfts axe not ſuch as heretofore; 
a | | Becauſe 


Piet IB Þ A 


< 


food.” . 

. Orelſe you are fallen into ſpiritual pride, conceicednefle ful- . 
nes; &this will breed flacknes and neglipence towards ſpiritual 
Ordinances aid Communions : And hence ariſeth #n aniverſal 
weakneſſe in all the ſpiritoal frame both of grace and affeRions. 
Now if all-rtheſe, or any of theſe ſhould be the caufe of the' al- 
reration of your ſpiritual thirfts,” verily you have cauſe to be 
humbled, and to repent, and ſpeedily, and earneſtly co ſeek une |; 7 
ro the Lord to recover you out of theſe {narcs of the Devil. ' ©" 

2, Bur ſometimes our ſpiritusl thirſts ace not ſuch as here- ccouerrrfnm 
tofore ,, becanſe of divine and graciow' anſwers.” God bath vine and gy a 
heard the defire of your ſouls, and grantedhe ſpiritual mercies 9% anſwers, _ = 
which your ſouls longed for ; you bave found bim whom your 9 
fouls have loved and ſought, ' Cant. 3. 4+ and you have found ; - 
mercy, and peace: God hath ſpoken peace unto you, and ſhew- - — 0M 
ed mercy co you: And now who ſhould wonder that the ſtone f + 
{when its come to the center) ſhould reſt? | Return unto thy reſt 
O my ſoul; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee, Pal. | a 
115,7. Whenthe thirſty man hath found water, and drank "4 5 
freely of ir, his thirſt 'isflacked ; when you come to the ens he al 
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joyments', now you have cauſe of delights and joy and blef- RY 3 
ſings: 2s, when you were in your wants,youhad reaſon of faith "EM 
and thirſting. BEE: 4 | o_ The thirſt 0 

3. And laſty, The thirſts Vas Dbriftian maſt be nniverſal, Chriflee ah. 
and _not ohtly particular: Alttough you do nor finde fuck 2 univerſe, + 
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thirſt as ani wan, one and the ſame ſpiritual obje& ; yer if 
the thirſt be now converſant about another ſpiritual obje& 
(perhaps) more proper aad ſutable to your age and condition 
in Chriſt, here's no prejudice to you art all: When one is an 
infant, his deſires are for milke,.and when he is of more age, 
his deſires are for meat, but ſtijk.the deſires are for preſervation 
of life : when one is in health, his defices are for one thing, and 
when he is ſick, his deſires are for anocher ching, according to 
his preſence ſtate and condition. Thus is it with a Chriſtian when 
but young and week ; O a Chriſt, O for mercie., O for com- 
fort : But when ſtrong and growing, then as earneſt for power 
againſt ſins, viRtory over temptations, ſtrength and ſufficiencies 
ro live by faich-to deny himſelf, ro overcomethe world, to ex- 
alt the will of God, and the graces of Chriſt paſlively and a- 
Rively : So then the ſpiritual tbirſt,may till remain ſtrong up« 
on the ſoul, alchough not ſo as to one and the ſame objeR; for 
aſmuch as the ſpiritual condition of the [foul requires 8 remo.- . 
ving of che thirſt from oneto another objeR , though ſtill on 
Chriſt, yet for ſeveral things/ia Chriſt for your further en- 
 joymeatand help and perfeRion. | 
- Objeht.z. 3. But what think you of my condition, wherein ſometimes 
 -There, is not 4 wy deſires for ſpiritual chings are very high and ftrong ; And 
OE cena at other times very law, and Weak, and-flat? In thirſiing, there 
b- ove - is a conſtanc equality ;. when doth not the thirſty man carneſt- 
iv ly defice waters until he bath water ? It” is not ſo with my ſoul, - 
— therefore my ſpiritual chirſtings are nor cight. 
62.4 _  Asthecaſe maybe with your ſouls, your thirſtings may be 
| There may be a rjohe for all this. There aredivers reaſons of the incqua- 
Y me ppb litie, not onely of actions, but alſo of affeRions in perſons tru» 
» ſons” truly good. ly good. _ EE : & ? 
I F. 7. One cauſe may. be the inequa/-influence of the Spirit of 
From tbe une- (briſt ; who is a prudent and arbicrarie agent, and ſometimes 
4 ual Fefluenc is pleaſed to afliſt, excite, quicken , draw out your hearts 


þ Cual Tafluence of 

q "Be ſi more, and ſometimes lefſe, And certainly your ſpiritual af- 

bs feRions anddefiresare. ſtronger or weaker as his. inflamential 
preſence is more or leſſe. with-you ;.The ſhip goes faſter or NNow- 
er, according to the ftrepgth-or weakneſſe of the winde. Thus 

it is with the Chriſtian, he is more or lefie in- ation, _ in.af- 
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Chaps anſwered. 
fe&ion , as the Spirit of Chriſt blowes upon his heart and 
races. | * 0% 
G 2. -Another cauſe may. be ; the anequel wſe of your foith: 3 £1} 
your ſpiritual rhirſts ever keep proportion with your faith : If From 7 4 frow 
faichbe ſtrong they are ſtrong; If fairty'be weak, they are wealsy £..,! J 
As Peter upon the water, The more youcan beleeve thepromiſes*” | 
of God, the more ſtrong and earneſt your defires will be ;and 

the leſfe you do-beleeve,the more weak will youraffeions be. 

Now the Chriftian ſometimes is more ſtroog in faith,and ſome- 

rimes he is more diſtruſtfal, and hence it is that he is unequal 

inthe meaſure of ſpiritual thirſting. | 

3. A third cauſe may be an wnequal apprehenſion 'of our ſþi> 

ritual wan's : Of them you bave ſometimes a more ſerious, deep, 3s 
ſenſible, powerful apprehenſion, and now-your hearts burſt our = and, 
with teares, and prayers, and importunities; and ſometimes the Son of ſpiritual 
perſonal apprebenſions of your ſpiritual wants are more gene- wars. 

ra, | common, flat, and indifferent ; and anſwerable unto thoſe « 
will your deſires be, If you bad a more confſtany, fixed, foleme 

and {erions apprehenſion of the wants eitherof Chriſt, or the 
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chings of-Chriſt, you would finde a more conſtant equality of | 3 
ſtrong affeRions after them. 1-1 | <A 
4. A fourth cauſe maybe eicher, tbe damps of melancholy, or _ 4, <0 


the preſſures of temptations. which do.,marvellouſly interrupr, From tbe damps > 
and difquiet, and diſtraR che heart of © Chriſtina. and h_ of ——— 43 
down the powers and effeAs of grace for awhile. But then nor- oe. mg, - 23 
withſtanding this inequality, there are three things which ſhew : _ 
chat there is a rigbr thirſting in you. ©. | | 2 2 
t. Your thirſt bolas on ftift, though' not alvvayes in the ſame Notwhhftand. 
degree : AS; Auſtin ſaid of bimſelf, ſometimes I beleeved more #5 bis ineque- 
ſtrongly, and ſometimes I beleeved more weakly, bur ſtill I be- #7; %, -4 
feeved : ſo the ſound Chriſtian can fay,ſomerimes I thirſt more engl > "a 
A and ſometimes I thirſt: more faintly , but till I ; : 
thirſt. | I: 4 ; 7 
. Pſal.27. 4. One thing bave I deſired of the Lord, that will ay wager "Y 
1 ſeth after, that I may dnel in the bouſe 7 hors Lord. FE; 
| 2. When they fall low, yet they reſt not there: you ſearch when they :” 
and enquire, why is it thus 2 you return, and prays and heare, low.yet »hey refs ©? 
and never give over until God hath quickoed your hearts a- "19576, - 
| b, £210, | _ 
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gain,ugtil be hath revived and enlarged the deſires of your ſoils 


Arps to | FFex,nnd they muſt be ſatisfied, be they more or leſſe, higher 


"or lower, yet, as rhe river ſtill runs rowards the {ea,and reſts nor 
\udhtil-irfals into ir, ſo, &c.. WES 
4. Objeft., If my thirſtings had been right, God Would (ere this )have 
1fmy thirſtings anſwered me in the ſatufying of my defiret:. Is nothis promiſe 
w _ ſo, That, they. Who hanger and thirſt after righteowfneſſe ſhall 
| afvered me. be ſatufied. _ + g8 
Et For this remember, 2 
I. I. Tei not for you to ſet God time: you may be caineſt, 
© © Tt is not for you but you muſt nor be impatient : That God who” had Loednee 
F-.-* 20 {a Godsrime errough to make a promiſe; hath Wi/dowwe enough ro take the 
—” ficreſt time to performe it, Maynot a man really thirſt, who 
-yer findes no water @” * ; 
2, 22, Though you bave not the mercie after which you thirſt, 
It is a great yet it is 4 great mercy that God gives you an beart to thirſt 
_ mercy that Gold afep je,  Bleſſed\ars they that hunger and rd eſter right e- 
rk on/neſſe. 'It is a blefſedneffe to enjoy, yea and a bleite 
defire. - * al : + 
| 3: Your waters are ſure : I(a.33. 16. Therefore be not ſo 
E. © 9”. dp © impatient: Never did any ſou] die of this thirſt : If God faith 
_ thar you ſhall be ſatisfied; you have then reaſon ſtill to. thirſt | 
#nd to condemne your unbeleeving hearts, for queſtioning the 
promiſe of God; | EI 1.4 
4. "4. If God will ſet yon know that your thirſts are truely ſpi- 
This is ſpiritu- ritual, what need'you tobe angry? and by this he diſcovers un- 
atthirft, tocox- xg your ſelves the truth of thoſe thirſtings , in that, tboagh be 
ae 4 _ "S delajes to fatiefie Jow, yet your hearts continite thirting anil 
**  rhey be (atisfied: Cant, 3-1. 1 [ought hi” whom wy /oul lo- 
ved, ec. Verſe 2. 1 will [eek him whom my ſoul loveth, 
Pſa). 123.2, Our eJes wait wpon the Lord our God until that 
3 1 $ be have mercy upon *%. | 1 
ry = wit 5+ After your long thirſtirgs, the waters will be poured 
be more ſwees Out upon you, and they Will be the more ſweet tanto. you, by 
intogos, How muc the longer you have waited for ther. O, a Chriſt 
& at length, and reconcyſed favour at length;and pardoning mery 
at length after many groans, and ſighs, and tears, and prayers, 
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| Chap.  Adonbtingeſonle anſwered. ** 2 
and waitings, will be as heaven'unto your ſouls : Like raine in | 
ſeaſon to the thirſty ground: They will be the more prized, the 


more preſerved, the more welcomed, with joy and blefling,and _— Ot 
kept wich the more care of ſpiritual improvement, &&._ >. - 4. Obie >. 4 
« - .. 8 


' O but « & ſo /ittle wherein God anſwere.my tbirſting fall: , - hogtth 
Where is the filling and fatisfying ? bx rhe +Þ ” eto voy, 
rn "Os F bed p by 4 Py in in 

_ Thy [cruples are now ſatufeed: for, by this it appears.that i1rſting. 

thy hirftings are right,” for a little (atisfies thee not, O Chis; So. : 
ſtian, although God gives not unto thee jn this; life to-fill,up  T-_ + 
the meaſure of thy ſpiritual defires, yet be gives unto thee ſuch Z b bay feels Fay 2 
delires as would extend themſelves to the meaſures of all the-'* 199 ſerpits, WE 
poodneite which he bath promiſed. There is infinite good I 
which God hath promiſed, and there is an infinite defire, (a 
boundleffe defire, an anſatisfied deſire) in-the ſouls of a true 
Chriſtian, natil be atMins unto all that wonderful love. mercie, 
goodneſſe, happineſſe which God hath'promiſed co beſtow. 0n 


him-; "RO THETA F< ; | LT 
But then know that there is a threefold filling or. ſatisfying. >; S- 
| 6f the thirſty ſoul, Hs: There's a1breg«. | 


I. A filing of conveniency to our particular conditien : this fold filling. _ 
is particular, and is the convenientſupply of tby wants, and de. 97 omentenge *- 28 
fires : God foils and ſatisfies you this way, that you may ſtill | "= 
bunger, and ſtill thirſt : He doth nor intendio this life, ſo to fill 
you, as to take off your defires, but: ſo a5 to encreaſe, and.en- 
large your deſires ; not as much as you candefire, but. ſo. much 
3s is fic for you at this time to wher and keep up your deſires, - 
2. 4 fling by ſucceſſion and degrees one want after ans- Of ſuccefon. 
ther :. He'ſok Is you, thatheis Rill Filing of you ; fo anſwers ; 
you, that you may be ſtill asking, one draughe ,- and then ano- 
ther draught; if you thirſt often, you ſhall be filled often.. . "Y 
3. 4 filing of quictation : giving. a perfe& reſt to the de- Of quictarion. 
fires and motions of the ſoul; this is univerſal, compleat, at | 
once and forever: This filling (ball be your filling. in glory, 
where there ſhallbe no want more, and no-thirſting more, your” 
ſouls then and there ſhall have perfeR and everlaſting falneffe 
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©” - Strive 10 be ſuch to come unto:the waters > Then frrive 10 be ſuch thir- 
5H \ panic faners. og rugs whom Chriſt dorth-ſo graciouſly i invite unto. himſelf, 
SH and to the waters of life. -. 
E: . For the carrying on.this exhortation, I will heir" you three 
6 Dueſt-1. >: What the cauſes are why many ſingers are not [piritual- 
79 IEF of by athirſ. 
= wantof ſpiritu-, - 2. 'The motives to perſwade us to get this ſpiritual: ehirt 
_ «l thirſt. n ed. 
19> The means and wayes how a fewer may come int this 
canditionof ſpiritual chirſting., 
1, What the Cauferarc why many fins ace polſpirat: 
ly athirſs- fe Get | 
Sol. RON are ſix rincipal cauſes or reaſons of it,” 

CW i dans iricual ignorance, is the cauſe why finners are 
Jgnerance. © nothpi ally thirſty , we truly ſay , that /gnors walls Cupid, 
what.we know not, that we deſire not, Fob= 4. 10. 7e/ws ſaid 
ante the wouan of Sawatia, If thou kneweſt the gift of God, 
and who jt is that ſaith unto thee give me to drink,thow would- 
eff have ached of bims, aud be would have given thee living 
water: Mark, ſhe did fiot ache, becauſe ſhe tid not &now. ſhe 
knew not Chriſt, what « gift of God Chriſt was, nor the living 
water which Chriſt bad to give : If ſhe bed knowy the'e; ſhe 
would qu Sinners do hear of a Gbciſt, a d ſpeak of 
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+3. Itis experimental : bis ſoul doth! | | 
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= Ox. 2. - What are theM dives to -perſwade us toftriveto be made 

Ei; ſpiritually athirſ? 

Sel, © Thereare four Motives which Ewould ſerioully-preſent unto 

_ youfor this. -./ -- 

_— condition P] | extremely fad, till this ſpiricual thirſt be- 

- rronghtin your For' i 

x you © Tow ave unqueſtionably wicked and wnconverted. 

riezel thirfts, are-che firflbr ables: of Lorna life : : The 

"fad, fo firſt evidence'of a new: creatute;” Renewing 

Such as wart # in the ſenſe of our wantsy aid in deſire of . 
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needy fouls ; pag forour foub to alt ecerpiy- +" 
3. If yoreell@once come to.be thirſty /allthe buf 
ſalvation would peta ward, every wheels wonld 1 
would be ating ro purpoſe for your in nortal fouls 
dome of braven would ſuffer* violence , what*i 
what wreſtlipgs would erg bet what zoultyol 
wouldbe ready for every good work? Hog "World your h 
pray? How ou Tour s be fi .colarged > H 
converſant would you bein the Þ. Woe oli 
the Ordinances * How abundant in Chriſtianiconf 
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carivfie him with my alrucon,T will Ee wilt, vi 
him mercie, his thirſty ſonl/ hall-be ſatisfied; ; I witl-give him: - 
che deſires of his ſoul. -Why>. 2 Dioks this 'Way quicken our 
heartsro ſtrive wich God, to make petlt good and 
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'{ 7 wookd atraine” this titint thief then ſeris 
odicioully. exquire into the fpirirnal condition of your 
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are, and —— will become of you, if- +3 live 
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